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Rev.  xx.  1 1  ~  1 3  —And  If  aw  a  great  white  throne,  and 
him  that  Jat  on  it,  from  whofe  face  the  earth  and  the 
heaven  fled  away,  and  there  was  found  no  place  for 
them  fnd  If  aw  the  dead  flnall  and  great  ftand  be- 
jot  e  God,  and  the  books  were  opened:  and  another  book 
‘was  opened  which  is  the  book  of  life ,  and  the  dead 
were  judged  out  of  thofe  things  which  were  written  in 
^  booh  according  to  their  works.  And  the  fea  gave 
tip  the  dead  which  were  in  it :  and  death  and  hell  de¬ 
livered  up  the  dead  which  were  in  them :  and  they 
were  judged  every  man  according  to  their  works.  1 
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Numb.  xxi.  4— f— And  they  journeyed  from  Mount  Hor 

Ind7eZu{%  S,a'  t0  COmpaJ'S  the  land  °f  Edom) 

and  the  foul  of  the  people  was  much  difcouraged  becaufe 

ag  ndZi'fes  tw  <*,°Z 

fZI  rf  -  W!Xref°r?  have  I*  bought  us  up  out  of 

Jitter  U  ^th  m  th£  Wlldernefs  •  For  there  is  no  bread, 
neither  is  there  any  water,  and  our  foul  loatheth  this 

light  bread.  And  the  Lord  fent  fiery fer penis  among  the 

hff.  eJ  and  they  hit  the  people,  and  much  people  of  Ifra- 

tff  therefore  the  people  came  to  Mofes,  and  /aid 

We  have  finned,  for  we  have  fpoken  againfi  the  Lord, 

and 
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and  again/I  thee  ;  pray  unto  the  Lord  that  he  take  away 
the  ferpents  from  us  :  and  Mofes  prayed  for  the  people. 
And  the  Lordfaid  unto  Mofes ,  Make  thee  a  fiery  fer- 
pent ,  and  fet  it  upon  a  pole  :  and  it  Jhall  come  to  pafs 
that  every  one  that  is  bitten ,  when  he  looketh  upon  it , 
jhall  live .  And  Mofes  made  a  ferpent  of  brafs,  and 
put  it  upon  a  pole ?  and  it  came  to  pafs ,  that  if  a  ferpent 
had  bitten  any  man ,  when  he  beheld  the  ferpent  of  brafs , 
he  lived . 
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Numb,  xxvii.  12 — 14. — And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes , 
Get  thee  up  into  this  Mount  Abarim ,  and  fee  the  land 
which  I  have  given  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael.  And 
when  thou  haft  feen  it ,  thou  alfo  Jhalt  be  gathered  unto 
thy  people 0  as  Aaron  thy  brother  was  gathered For  ye 
rebelled  againfi  my  commandment  in  the  defert  of  Zin ,  in 
the  ftrife  of  the  congregation ,  to  fandify  me  at  the  water 
before  their  eyes .  That  is  the  water  of  Meribah  in  Ka~ 
dejh ?  in  the  wildernefs  of  Zin . 
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Numb.  xxxi.  i,  2. — And  the  Lordfpake  unto  Mofes , 
faying.  Avenge  the  children  of  Ifrael  of  the  Midianites  : 
afterwards  Jhalt  thou  he  gathered  unto  thy  people. 
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Numb.  xxxv.  9 — 15. — And  the  Lordfpake  unto  Mofes , 
faying ,  Speak  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael ,  and  fay  unto 

them ? 
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them,  When  ye  be  come  over  \ Jordan ,  /h/0  the  of  Ca¬ 
naan  ;  then  ye  fhall  appoint  you  cities ,  be  cities  of  ref¬ 
uge  for  you  ;  that  the  flayer  may  flee  thither  which  kill - 
eth  any  p  erf  on  at  unawares .  And  they  fhail  be  unto 
you  cities  for  refuge from  the  avenger  ;  that  the  manflay- 
er  die  not ,  until  he  ft  and  before  the  congregation  in  judg¬ 
ment.  And  of  thefe  cities  which  ye  fhall  give ,  fix  cities 
Jhall  ye  have  for  refuge .  Te  fhall  give  three  cities  on 
this fide  for dan ,  and  three  cities  fhall  ye  give  in  the  land 
of  Canaan,  which  fhall  be  cities  of  refuge .  Thefe  fix 
cities  fhall  be  a  refuge,  both  for  the  children  of  Ifrael , 
and  for  the  ftr anger,  and  for  the  fojourner  among  them  ; 
that  every  one  that  killeth  any  perflon  unawares  may  flc$ 
thither . 


LECTURE  VI. 

Hiftory  of  Mofes.  yQ 

Deut.  i.  3. — And  it  came  to  pafs  in  the  fortieth  year ,  in 
the  eleventh  month,  on  the  firfl  day  of  the  month,  that 
Mofes  fpake  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael,  according  unto 
all  that  the  Lord  had  given  him  in  commandment  unto 
them. 


LECTURE  VII. 

Hiftory  of  Mofes.  <$0 

Deut.  xxxi.  1 — 3. — • And  Mofes  went  and  fpake  thefe 
words  unto  all  Ifrael.  And  he  fluid  unto  them,  I  am 
an  hundred  and  twenty  years  old  this  day  :  I  can  no 
more  go  out  and  come  in  :  alfo  the  Lord  hath  fluid  unto 
me,  Thou  fhalt  not  go  over  this  Jordan.  The  Lord  thy 
God,  he  will  go  over  before  thee,  and  he  will  deflroy 
thefe  nations  from  before  thee,  arid  thou  fhalt  poffefs  them  : 
and  Joflhua,  he  fhall  go  over  before  thee,  as  the  Lord 
hath  fluid. 
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faid  unto  him  in  the  fight  of  all  lfrael,  Be  ftrong, ,  and 
eJ  a  good  courage  :  for  thou  muf  go  with  this  people  un- 
to  tne  land  which  toe  Lord  hath  j worn  unto  their  fathers 
to  give  them  :  and  thou  foal t  caufe  them  to  inherit  it* 
And  the  Lord 9  he  it  is  that  doth  go  before  thee ,  he  will 
be  with  thee ,  he  will  not  fail  thee ?  neither  forfake  thee  ; 
fear  not ,  be  difmayed * 

lecture  IX. 

Hi  ft  or  y  of  Mofes.  IOJ 

Lut.  xxxiii.  i.  And  this  is  the  blejjlng  wherewith  Mo¬ 
fes  the  man  of  God  bleffed  the  children  of  lfrael  before 
his  death. 
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\all tbe  land of  Gilead ,  unto  Dan ,  and  all  Nathtali 
and  the  land  of  Ephraim, ,  W  *»</£//  ^ 

land  of  Judah  unto  the  utmojifea,  and  the  fouth , 

the  plam  of  the  valley  of  Jericho,  the  city  of  palm-trees , 

f  ^  f  ^  ^  ^  Lwy/  faid  ™to  him ,  37,/,  /,  the 
land  which  Ijware  unto  Abraham ,  unto  Ifaac ,  and  ««/» 

Jacob,  faying,  /  will  give  it  unto  thy  feed :  /  W  W1 

*7.?,  thme  eNs,  but  thou  fait  not  vo  over 

thither.  So  M ojes  thefervant  of  the  Lord  died  There  in 

j  Jfd,  °f  N}°ab'  acc°rding  to  the  word  of  the  Lord. 
And  he  buried  him  in  a  valley  in  the  land  of  Moab,  over 

agamjl  Beth-peor :  but  no  man  knoweth  of  his  fepulchre 

unto  this  day.  J  r 
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Hiftory  of  Mofes. 
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Deut.  xxxiv.  10—12.— And  there  arofe  not  a  prophe, 
fince  m  Jfrael  like  unto  Mofes,  whom  the  Lord  Leu 
face  to  face  :  in  all  thefigns  and  the  wonders  which  tht 

ami  tr  ill  I™?  d°  m  tbC  lTd  °f  Eg>'pt’  t0  Pharaoh, 
and  to all  his  feryants,  and  to  alibis  land,  and  in  ah 

teat  mighty  band,  and  in  all  the  great  terror  which  Mofei 
fhewed  in  the  fight  of  all  IfraeL  '' 


lecture  XIII. 

Hiftory  of  Mofes.  lG, 

Deut.  xvm.  15—18.  A  Us  Hi.  22 .—The  Lord  thy  Goa 
wdlraife  up  unto  thee  a  Prophet  from  the  midfl  of  thee 

L  thylr£th™>  like  unto  me  :  unto  him  ye  fall  heari 

GodinHrd?gt0 f  fat  thoud£fredf  of  the  Lord  thy 

Z  'Zh?“  ,b70ice  f'“  d-jfL  LZ  % 

me  fee  this  great f re  any  more ,  that  I  die  net.  And  the 
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Lord j aid  unto  me,  They  have  well fpoken  that  which  they 
have  fpoken .  I  will  raife  them  up  a  Prophet  from 
among  their  brethren ,  like  unto  thee ,  and  will  put  my 
words  in  his  mouthy  and  he  ftoall  fpeak  unto  them  all 
that  I Jhall  command  him .  For  Mofes  truly  faid  unto 
the  fathers ,  A  Prophet  Jhall  the  Lord  your  God  raife  up 
unto  you  of  your  brethren ,  like  unto  me ,  him  foall  ye  hear 
in  all  things  whatfoever  he  jhall  Jay  unto  you . 

L  E  C  T  U  R  E  XIV. 

Hiftory  of  Mofes.  174 

Luke  ix.  28- — 35. — And  it  came  to  pafs  about  an  eight 
days  after  thefe  fayings ,  he  took  Peter ,  and  John ,  and 
James ,  mTz/  zz/*  z/2/0  a  mountain  to  pray .  And  as 
he  prayed,  the  fajhion  of  his  countenance  was  altered, 
and  his  raiment  was  white  and  gliftering .  behold 

there  talked  with  him  two  men ,  which  were  Mofes  and 
-  Elias,  who  appeared  in  glory,  and  fpake  of  his  deceafe , 
which  he  Jhould  accomplijh  at  Jerufalem .  But  Peter, 
and  they  that  were  with  him ,  were  heavy  with  Jleep  : 
and  when  they  were  awake,  they  faw  his  glory ,  and  the 
two  men  that  flood  with  him .  And  it  came  to  pafs,  as 
they  departed  from  him,  Peter  faid  unto  Jefus,  MaJler, 
it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here  ;  and  let  us  make  three  tab¬ 
ernacles,  one  for  thee,  a?id  one  for  Mofes  and  one  for 
Elias  :  not  knowing  what  he  faid.  While  he  thus  fpake, 
there  came  a  cloud,  and  overjhadowed  them :  and 
they  feared  as  they  entered  into  the  cloud.  And  there 
came  a  voice  out  of  the  cloud,  faying.  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  hear  him. 
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LECTURE  I. 

REVELATIONS  XX.  II,  12,  13. 

And  I  faw  a  great  white  throne ,  and  him  that  fat  on  it , 
from  whofe  face  the  earth  and  the  heaven  fed  awayy 
and  there  was  found  no  place  for  them .  And  I  faw 
the  dead  fmall  and  great  ftand  before  God ,  and  the 
books  were  opened :  and  another  book  was  opened ,  which 
is  the  book  of  life  :  and  the  dead  were  judged  out  of 
thofe  things  which  were  written  in  the  books  according 
to  their  works .  And  the  fea  gave  up  the  dead  which 
were  in  it :  and \  death  and  hell  delivered  up  the  dead 
which  were  in  the?n  :  and  they  were  judged  every  man 
according  to  their  works . 

It  is  a  folemn  thing  for  a  man  to  be  judged  of  his 
own  confcience.  How  fweet  is  the  approving  teftimo- 
ny  of  that  bofom  monitor  and  witnefs  !  but  more  bit¬ 
ter  than  death  its  upbraiding  and  reproaches.  To 
ftand  at  a  human  tribunal,  with  life  or  reputation, 
death  or  infamy  depending  on  the  iffue,  can  never 
appear  a  light  matter  to  one  who  underftands  and 
feels  the  value  of  either.  Even  confcious  innocence 
and  integrity,  accompanied  with  good  hope  toward 
Vol.  V.  B  God, 
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God,  court  not  the  eye  of  public  inquiry,  but  prefer 
the  fecret,  filent  feaft  of  inward  peace,  and  of  divine 
applaufe,  to  the  public  banquet  of  innocence  proved 
and  proclaimed  by  found  of  trumpet.  Serious  it  is 
to  reflect  that  your  name,  your  wTords,  your  conduct 
may  become  matter  of  record,  and  ages  to  come  men¬ 
tion  them  with  approbation  and  efteem,  or  with  in¬ 
dignation  and  contempt.  But  every  feeling  of  this 
lort  is  loft  in  the  certain  and  more  awful  profpedt 
of  judgment  to  come.  It  is  a  light  thing  to  be 
judged  of  man,  who  can  only  kill  the  body,  and 
blight  the  reputation,  and  beyond  that  hath  noth¬ 
ing  more  that  he  can  do  ;  but  how  formidable  is  the 
judgment  of  Him,  who  knows  the  heart,  who  records 
in  the  book  of  his  remembrance”  the  actions  of 
the  life,  the  words  that  fall  from  the  tongue,  the 
thoughts  which  arife  in  the  heart  ;  who  will  bring  ev¬ 
ery  fecret  thing  to  light,  and  render  to  every  man 
according  to  his  works  and  who,  66  after  he  has 
killed,  has  power  to  deftroy  body  and  foul  in  hell.” 

Aided  by  the  light  which  facred  hiftory  fheds  on 
ages  and  generations  paft,  we  have  ventured  into  the 
Jolemn  manfions  of  the  dead,  and  converfed  with  thofe 
filent  inftrudors  who  know  not  either  to  flatter  or  to 
fear  ^  and  whom  the  Spirit  of  God  has  condefcended 


to  delineate  in  their  true  colours  and  juft  proportions, 
that  they  may  ferve  to  us  “  for  dodrine,  and  for  re¬ 
proof,  and  for  correction,  and  for  inftrudion  in  righ- 
teoufnefs.”  We  have  plunged  into  ages  beyond  the 
flood,  and  contemplated  human  nature  in  its  original 
glory  ;  “  man,”  as  God  made  him,  “  perfed  ;”  and 
man,  as  he  made  himfelf,  loft  in  the  multitude  of  his 
own  inventions. 

The  “  firft  man,  by  whom  came  death, — the  figure 
oi  Him  who  Ihould  come,  by  whom  is  the  refurrec- 
tionqf  the  dead  :  Adam,  in  whom  all  die  :  Chrift,  in 
whom  all  filial!  be  made  alive.” 

We  have  attended  righteous  Abel”  to  the  altar  of 
God,  and  beheld  the  finoak  of  his  66  more  excellent 

facrifice” 
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facrifice”  afcending  with  acceptance  to  heaven  :  and 
u  by  which,  he  being  dead,  yet  fpeaketh.” 

We  have  feen  the  hands  of  66  wicked  Cain*’  be- 
fmeared  with  a  brother’s  blood  ;  and  the  earth  refuf- 
ing  to  cover  that  blood,  but  calling  to  Heaven  for 
vengeance  on  the  murderer  ;  and  the  guilty  wretch 
rendered  a  terror  to  himfelf. 

We  have  feen  thefe,  one  after  another,  dropping 
into  the  grave  ;  and  in  that,  the  triumph  of  fin  and 
death.  But  in  Enoch  we  behold  the  triumph  of 
faith  and  holinefs,  the  triumph  of  almighty  grace  over 
fin  and  death,  and  over  him  who  has  the  power  of 
death.  Our  eyes  follow  cc  the  holy  man  who  walked 
with  God,”  not  to  the  u  dreary  houfe  appointed  for 
all  living,”  but,  through  the  higher  regions  of  the 
air,  toward  the  bleffed  abodes  of  immortality,  till  a 
cloud  receives  him  out  of  our  fight. 

We  fought  fhelter  with  Noah,  and  his  little  faved 
remnant,  from  that  deluge  which  deftroyed  a  world 
of  ungodly  men,  in  the  ark  which  God  commanded ; 
which  that  “  preacher  of  righteoufnefs  prepared  for  the 
faving  of  his  houfe  ;”  and  which  Providence  conduct¬ 
ed  and  preferved  amidfl  the  wild  uproar  of  contend¬ 
ing  elements — and  with  him  perceived  the  wrathful 
ftorm  fpending  its  fury,  and  the  dawning  light  of  a 
day  of  mercy  returning. 

We  have  feen  the  renewed,  reftored  world,  again 
overipread  with  violence,  ignorance,  impiety  and  idol¬ 
atry  :  and  the  hope  of  the  human  race  ready  to  be 
extinguilhed  in  the  perfon  of  a  wandering,  aged, 
chiidlefs  man  ;  that  in  the  decay  of  exhaufted,  expir¬ 
ing  nature,  the  world  might  be  made  to  fee,  and  to 
acknowledge  the  vigour,  the  infallibility,  the  un- 
changeablenefs  of  God’s  covenant  of  promife.  We 
removed  with  that  illuftrious  exile  from  place  to 
place,  and  with  joy  beheld  his  faith  crowned  at  length 
with  the  promifed  feed,  in  whom  all  the  families  of 
the  earth  fhould  be  bleffed.” 
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From  that  a  tender  plant,”  that  u  root  cut  of  a 
dry  ground,”  we  faw  a  fucceflion  of  fair  and  fruitful 
branches  arife,  while  we  ftudied  the  noifelefs,  fequed- 
ered,  contemplative  life  of  Ifaac,  and  the  active,  va¬ 
riegated,  chequered  life  of  Jacob,  his  younger  fon. 

In  the  affliction  of  Jofeph  we  felt  ourfelves  afflict¬ 
ed,  in  his  exaltation  we  rejoiced,  and  by  his  virtues 
and  piety,  in  every  variety  of  human  condition,  we 
received  at  once  inftru&ion  and  reproof. 

The  fweet  hidorian,  who  had  difclofed  all  thefe 
wonders  of  antiquity  to  our  view,  opened  to  us  all 
thefe  (tores  of  knowledge,  all  thefe  fources  of  delight, 
comes  forward  himfelf  at  lad  upon  the  fcene,  and 
continues  to  minilter  to  our  pleafure  and  improve¬ 
ment,  by  a  faithful  and  affecting  detail  of  his  own 
eventful  (lory,  and  a  candid  difplay  of  his  own  fenti- 
ments,  chara&er  and  conduct.  What  heart  fo  hard 
as  not  to  melt  at  fight  of  yonder  weeping  babe,  a  de- 
lerted,  expofed,  perifhing  Hebrew  child,  floating  down 
the  dream !  What  heart  does  not  glow  to  fee  him 
the  pride  and  ornament  of  Pharaoh's  imperial  court, 
indru&ed  in  all  the  learning  of  the  Egyptians  !  What 
bofom  catches  not  the  hallowed  ardour  of  patriotic 
(ire  from  the  intrepid  avenger  of  his  country's  wrongs  ! 
In  whatever  (ituation  or  character  we  view  him, 
whitherfoever  we  follow  his  deps,  we  feel  ourfelves 
attracted,  delighted,  indru&ed. 

He  furnifhes  us  with  the  hidory  of  his  brother  Aa¬ 
ron  and  his  family,  and  of  the  edablifhment  of  the  Le- 
vitical  priedhood,  a  type  of  the  everlading  and  un¬ 
changeable  priedhood  of  the  Redeemer.  We  attend¬ 
ed  the  venerable  pair  of  brothers  to  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  and  beheld  Aaron  dript  of  his  pontifical 
robes,  refigning  his  charge,  clofmg  his  eyes  in  death ; 
and  heard  Mofes  himfelf  warned  to  prepare  for  his  de¬ 
parture. 

Not  only  by  a  difplay  of  worth  and  excellence,  but 
by  a  delineation  of  vice,  by  the  exhibition  of  a  6C  heart 
deceitful  above  all  things,  and  defperately  wicked,” 

has 
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has  he  conveyed  to  us  the  means  of  inftrudtion  and 
improvement ;  in  prefenting  us  with  the  portrait  of 
Balaam,  who  “  loved  the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs.” 
In  the  character  of  that  bad  man,  we  behold  the  hu¬ 
miliating  union  of  great  talents  and  a  corrupted  heart ; 
prophetic  gifts  and  moral  depravity  ;  knowledge  of 
the  truth,  and  wilful  adherence  to  error  ;  admiration 
of  virtue,  and  fixed  habits  of  vice  ;  an  earned:  wi(h  to 
“  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,”  with  a  deliberate  de¬ 
termination  to  live  the  life  of  the  wicked  ;  and  all  this 
my  fiery  of  iniquity  explained  in  one  fhort  fentence  ; 
his  heart  went  out  after  its  covetoufnefs. 

All  thefe  have  pafied  in  review  before  us  ;  and  their 
exiftence,  in  fucceflion  to  one  another,  occupies  a 
fpace  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred  years.  But  the 
text  colledts  them,  and  us,  and  all  fucceeding  genera¬ 
tions  of  men,  into  one  great  co-exiftent  affejnbly,  to 
undergo  a  judgment  infinitely  more  folemn  than  ever 
was  pronounced  from  human  tribunal  ;  a  judgment 
infallible,  final,  irreverfible  ;  which  fhall  bring  to  tri¬ 
al,  and  condemn  all  hafty,  rath,  erroneous  judgments 
of  men,  clear  injured  innocence,  bring  to  light  and  re¬ 
ward  hidden  worth,  abafe  infolence  and  pride,  detedt 
and  expofe  hypocrify.  Let  the  profpedt  of  it  direct 
all  our  inquiries,  animate  all  our  exertions,  didtate  all 
our  decifions  on  the  character  and  conduct  of  other 
men,  and  influence,  form  and  govern  our  own.  Thus 
the  review  of  preceding  perfonages  and  events,  and 
the  profpedt  of  thofe  to  come  fhall  be  animated,  im¬ 
proved,  fandtified  ;  thus  fhall  we  feel  our  interefl  in, 
and  connexion  with  the  church  of  God  univerfal,  of 
every  age,  and  converfe  with  Mofes  and  the  prophets 
as  our  contemporaries,  countrymen  and  friends,  whom 
we  fhall  fhortly  join,  and  be  united  to  them  in  bonds 
of  pure^  and^  everlafting  love.  Recollecting  times 
part,  anticipating  ages  to  come,  let  us  draw  near  and 
confider  this  great  fight,  and  may  God  grant  us  to 
feel  and  improve  its  influence. 
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The  imagery  of  the  fcene  is  fublime  and  ftrikingo 
I  faw  a  great  white  throne.”  <c  A  throne,”  royal 
Bate,  eftablifhed  empire,  acknowledged  fway,  the 
right  and  power  of  judgment  united,  univerfal,  everlaft- 
ing,  uncontrollable  dominion.  A  “  great”  throne. 
The  feat  of  kings  is  raifed  a  little  above  the  people  ; 
that  of  Solomon  had  fix  fteps ;  ivory  and  gold  lent  their 
combined  aid  to  enrich  and  adorn  it.  Brit  what  is  the 
glory  of  Solomon  ?  His  throne,  once  the  feat  of  wif- 
dom,  to  whofe  oracular  voice  foreign  potentates  and 
their  nations  liftened  with  admiration  and  refpeft,  was 
at  length  difhonoured,  degraded,  defiled  by  the  impuri¬ 
ties  of  idolatry,  and  by  the  imprudence  and  apoftacy 
of  him  who  fat  upon  it,  and  thus  deprived  of  one  of 
its  firmefl  fupporters,  it  fhook  under  him,  and  he  at 
length  dropped  from  it,  a  monument  of  the  nothing- 
nefs  and  vanity  of  human  grandeur,  wealth  and  wif- 
dom.  Ten  of  its  twelve  props  Dipt  from  beneath  it, 
through  the  imprudence  of  his  fon ;  and,  after  a  few 
convulf  ve  ftruggles,  it  funk  at  length  into  the  duft,  a 
poor,  precarious,  fubordinate  throne,  fubjedt  to  the 
lordly  fate  of  an  Aflyrian  prince.  What  is  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  angels  that  excel  in  flrength  ?  Delegated  powr 
er,  derived  fplendour,  imparted  wifdom,  dignity  under 
authority.  But,  behold  on  yonder  radiant  throne,  one 
made  fo  much  better  than  the  angels,  as  he  hath  by 


inheritance  obtained  a  more  excellent  name  than 
they.”  “  He  maketh  his  angels  fpirits,  and  his  min- 
ifters  a  flame  of  fire.  But  unto  the  Son  he  faith,  Thy 
throne,  O  God,  is  forever  and  ever  ;  a  fceptre  of 
righteoufnefs  is  the  fceptre  of  thy  kingdom.”  “  Sit 
on  my  right  hand  until  l  make  thine  enemies  thy  foot- 
ftool.”  Behold  ccthe  Lord  fitting  upon  a  throne,  high 
and  lifted  up,”  furrcunded  with  the  feraphim,  crying 
continually  unto  one  another,  and  faying,  “  Holy, 
holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  of  Kofts,  the  whole  earth  is 
full  of  his  goodnefs.” 

“—A  great  white  throne,”  the  emblem  of  purity, 
truth  and  righteoufnefs  ;  itfelf  unfullied,  and  puri 
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ing  all  that  approach  it.  “  Righteoufnefs  and  judg¬ 
ment  are  ’the  habitation  of  his  throne ;  mercy  and 
truth  go  before  his  face.”  “  Shall  not  the  Judge  of  the 
whole  earth  do  right?”  With  the  pureft  intention, 
with  the  highed  degree  of  human  fagacity,  with  the 
mod  extenfive  knowledge  of  the  law,  and  the  molt 
determined  refolution  faithfully  to  apply  it,  earthly 
tribunals  are  not  fecure  from  error  :  craft  may  over¬ 
reach  wifdom  ;  hypocrify  may  difguife  the  truth,  or 
cover  falfehood  ;  the  dream  of  judice  may  be  diverted 
or  forced  out  of  its  channel, and  the  pellucid  tide  under¬ 
go  a  temporary  pollution.  The  princes  of  this  world 
mud  fee  with  the  eyes  and  hear  with  the  ears  of  other 
men  ;  the  worthy  and  the  wife  may,  of  courfe,  be  kept 
at  a  didance,  while  demerit,  wickednefs  and  folly 
bafk  in  the  funfhine  of  royal  favour.  But  yonder 
radiant  throne  applies  an  infallible  ted  to  all  that  ap¬ 
proach  it :  hypocrify  drops  the  malk,  the  windings 
of  deceit  and  cunning  dand  expofed,  the  brazen,  im- 
pofmg  forehead  of  impudence  is  covered  with  a  bhifh, 
and  the  dony,  unfeeling,  unrelenting  heart  is  dif- 
folved  into  water — moded  worth  rears  its  drooping 
head,  confcious  integrity  expands  its  glowing  bofom, 
and  purity  feeks  the  fouroe  from  wrhich  it  fprang. 

•Qbferve  the  difference  ;  mark  the  changes  which 
thefe  undergo,  as  they  draw  nigh  ;  fee  the  hardened 
Tinner,  cafed  in  fevenfold  adamant,  advancing  with  in¬ 
trepid  dep,  driving  to  make  aflfurance  pafs  for  inno¬ 
cence.  But,  lo,  the  rays  of  that  white  throne  have 
fallen  upon  him  ;  the  fpots  begin  to  appear,  they  grow 
blacker  and  blacker,  he  gradually  becomes  abomina¬ 
ble  and  more  abominable  ;  odious  to  the  beholder,  a 
terror  to  himfelf,  he  {brinks  from  inquiry,  darknefs 
is  diffufed  around  from  the  brightnefs  of  that  light  ; 
he  calls  upon  the  mountains  to  fall  upon  him,  and  up- 
on  the  hills  to  cover  him. 

Not  io  the  humble  follower  of  the  Lamb.  His 
countenance  becomes  more  and  more  ferene,  hfs 
confidence  increafes,  every  blemifh  difappears,  tire 

glory 
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glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifen  upon  him,”  his  luftre  bright¬ 
ens  as  he  proceeds,  at  length  he  is  united  to,  he  is 
loft  in  the  fountain  of  joy, 

I  faw  him  that  fat  on  it.”  “  No  man  hath 
feen  God  at  any  time.”  Remove  that  cloud,  that 
vapour,  and  I  am  unable  ftedfaftly  to  behold  the  face 
of  the  fun  ;  how  much  more,  the  face  of  Him  who 
arrays  the  fun  in  all  his  effulgence !  If  he  raife  his 
voice  a  little  louder  in  the  whirlwind,  or  in  the  thun¬ 
der,  I  am  overwhelmed  and  loft. 

Ah !  it  is  confcious  guilt  that  appals  me,  that 
clothes  the  face  of  God  with  terror,  that  roars  in  the 
tempeft,  that  raifes  the  voice  of  the  mighty  thunder : 
but,  u  reconciled  unto  God,”  “  juftified  by  faith,”  I 
44  have  peace  with  God,”  I  fee  as  I  am  feen,  I  know 
as  I  am  known  ;  beholding  with  open  face  as  in 
a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord,”  lo,  the  believer  is  grad¬ 
ually  “  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to 
glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.”  “  The  on¬ 
ly  begotten  who  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father,  he  hath 
declared  him.” 

Did  the  pomp  and  wifdom  of  an  earthly  potentate 
dazzle  and  delight  the  eyes  of  a  fovereign  like  him- 
felf,  and  conftrain  one  inured  to  fcenes  of  magnifi¬ 
cence,  to  cry  out,  cc  It  was  a  true  report  that  I  heard 
in  mine  own  land, — howbeit  I  believed  not  the  words, 
until  I  came,  and  mine  eyes  had  feen  it :  and  behold 
the  half  was  not  told  me  ?”  What  then  will  it  be  to 
fee,  with  the  beloved  difciple,  u  a  great  white  throne, 
and  him  who  fits  upon  it,”  with  the  myriads  of  the 
heavenly  hoft  bending  before  it,  rejoicing  without 
trembling. 

Grant  me,  gracious  God,  now  to  fee  thee  in  thefe 
thy  lower  works,  in  the  wonders  of  thy  providence, 
in  the  exceeding  riches  of  thy  grace,  in  the  face  of 
thy  Son  Chrift  Jefus,  and  thereby  prepare  me  for 
feeing  thee  as  thou  art,  and  for  being  made  like  unto 
thee !  Place  me  with  thy  fervant  Mofes  upon  a  rock, 
put  me  in  a  clift  of  the  rock,  cover  me  with  thy  hand 
•  while 
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while  thou  paffeft  by,  remove  thy  hand,  that  I 
may  trace  thy  prefence  in  the  bleflings  thou  haft  left 
behind  thee,  that  I  may  be  ftrengthened  to  meet  the 
dired  rays  of  thy  countenance,  when  thou  coined  to 
<c  be  glorified  in  thy  faints,  and  admired  in  all  them 
that  believed5  “  From  whole  face  the  earth  and  the 
heaven  fled  away,  and  there  was  found  no  place  for 
them.55 

“  All  thefe  things  fliall  be  diffolved.  The  heavens 
fliall  pafs  away  with  great  noife,  and  the  elements 
fliall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  the  earth  alfo,  and  the 
works  that  are  therein  fhall  be  burnt  up.55  “They  lhall 
perilh,  but  thou  lhalt  endure :  yea,  all  of  them  fhall 
wax  old  like  a  garment  ;  as  a  vefture  fhalt  thou  change 
them,  and  they  fhall  be  changed.  But  thou  art  the 
fame.55  God  “ fpakey  and  it  was  done  ;  he  gave  com¬ 
mandment,  and  it  flood  fall.55  “At  his  word  earth  and 
heaven  rofe  out  of  chaos,55  and  lo,  he  looks  them  into 
nothing  again  ;  they  flirink  from  his  prefence,  they 
vanifh  at  his  nod,  they  cannot  abide  the  brightnefs  of 
his  coming.  They  have  fulfilled  their  day,  they  have 
accpmplifhed  the  purpofe  of  him  who  made  them, 
they  have  contributed  their  aid  toward  the  rearing  of 
a  more  glorious  fabric,  and  having  become  unnecelfa- 
ry,  that  moment  difappear. 

The  local  and  tranlient  effects  of  an  earthquake,  a 
hurricane,  an  inundation,  are  ftriking,  impreffive  and 
permanent  :  proud  cities  levelled  to  the  earth,  or 
fvvallowed  up  of  it ;  fertile  plains  overwhelmed  with 
a  briny  or  a  fiery  fide  ;  the  glory  of  man  fought,  but 
not  to  be  found.  But  what  is  this  to  the  dilfolution 
of  a  globe  ?  Surely  the  balance  mult  be  deflroyed,  a 
blank  in  nature  take  place,  and  wild  uproar  enfue. 
No,  the  vifion  reprefents  a  whole  fyflem  puffing  away  ; 
that  fun  and  all  the  furrounding  planets,  and  innu¬ 
merable  other  “  planets  circling  other  funs,55  loft, 
yet  not  miffed;  fled  “  as  the  bafelefs  fabric  of  aviflon,55 
and  not  a  wreck  left  behind  ;  and  yet  no  fehifm,  no 
deficiency  in  the  body  ;  for  the  promile  of  the  Eternal 
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immediately  repairs  the  lofs ;  he  makes  “  all  things 
new “  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  wherein 
dwelleth  righteoufnefs/’ 

With  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  the  little,  fading 
inierefts  and  diftinftions  of  the  world  vanifli  alfo.  Be¬ 
fore  his  face  all  is  reduced  to  one  level,  all  is  compofed 
and  tranquillized ;  every  one  reads  his  doom  in  the 
face  of  the  fovereign  Judge.  The  heavens  and  earth 
have  fled  away,  but  the  rational  beings  wrhich  peopled 
them  remain  ;  they  are  of  a  more  enduring  fubftance, 
they  partake  of  the  nature  of  God  himfelf,  they  are 
immortal,  eternal  like  him.  “ 1  faw,”  fay s  John,  “the 
dead  /mail  and  great  fland  before  God/’ 

When  time  was,  thefe  were  diftxnCiive  characters. 
There  was  the  infant  of  days,  and  the  hoary  head,  the 
inhabitant  of  the  palace,  and  of  the  cottage,  the  learn¬ 
ed  and  the  illiterate,  the  Have  and  his  mafter.  But 
thefe  marks  of  difference  are  forever  abolifhed.  In¬ 
deed  they  were  long  before  aholiflied.  Before  that 
great  and  notable  day  of  the  Lord  came,  before  the 
judgment  was  fet,  or  the  books  were  opened,  difeafe 
and  death  and  the  grave  had  levelled  all  the  diftinc- 
tions  of  this  world ;  had  reduced  the  fceptred  mon¬ 
arch  to  the  condition  of  the  peafant,  annulled  the 
difference  between  the  have  and  his  mafter.  The 
deciftve  hour  is  now  come  which  is  forever  to  deter¬ 
mine  who  is  henceforth  to  be  accounted  fmalf,  and 
who  great ;  the  hour  that  fhall  bring  to  light  hidden 
worth,  and  dinxft  prefumptuous  pride  into  outer  dark- 
nefs  ;  that  fhall  exalt  the  good  to  the  throne  of  God, 
and  plunge  the  wicked  into  the  depths  of  hell. 

The  dead  fmall  and  great.  Even  the  awful  diftinc- 
tion  between  the  dead  and  the  living  fhall  then  be 
done  away.  They  were  dead,  but  are  alive  again  ; 
“  for  all  live  to  him/*  Behold  the  mouldering  earth, 
before  it  be  forever  diffolved,  reftoring  to  exiftence 
every  particle  of  itfelf  which  once  entered  into  the 
compofition  of  a  human  being,  which  was  once  ani¬ 
mated  with  the  breath  of  life.  Behold  the  fpaeious 
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fea,  before  it  be  forever  dried  up,  furrendering  its 
hidden  treafure,  not  the  filver,  and  gold,  and  jewels 
which  its  vaft  womb  contains,  but  the  innumerable 
myriads  of  men  and  women  it  had  been  infatiately  de¬ 
vouring  during  fo  many  ages,  and  whom  it  can  no 
longer  cover  or  conceal.  The  found  of  the  laft  trum¬ 
pet  has  difpelled  their  long  {lumber.  See,  they  emerge 
from  their  watery  bed,  they  fpring  up  into  ngwnefs 
of  life,  their  eyes  again  behold  the  light,  the  light  of 
an  eternal  day,  they  fwim  through  regions  of  tranf- 
parent  air,  they  can  die  no  more,  they  halten  to  ap¬ 
pear  before  their  judge.  Behold  the  grim  king  of 
terrors,  faithful  to  his  trull,  giving  in  the  exact  regif- 
ter  of  his  wide  domain,  refigning  his  awful  empire, 
reftoring  his  captives  to  life  and  liberty,  and  their 
rightful  Lord  ;  not  one  loft,  not  one  detained :  and 
the  great  deftroyer  is  at  length  himfelf  deftroyed. 

And  for  what  purpofe  this  mighty  preparation,  this 
fecond  birth  of  nature,  this  new  creation  of  God  : 
Behold  an  alfembled  world,  from  the  father  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race  down  to  the  youngelt  of  his  fons,  Jland  be¬ 
fore  God.  They  (land  as  fubjeefs  in  the  prefence  of 
their  Sovereign,  as  expectants  before  the  eternal  Ar¬ 
biter  of  their  deltiny.  In  his  eyes,  in  their  own  con- 
fciences  they  read  their  doom  ;  they  Hand  to  hear 
the  irreversible  decree  ;  their  pofture  fpeaks  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  the  right  of  judging,  fubmiflion 
to  authority,  acquiefcence  in  the  wifdom  and  juftice 
of  the  Judge.  But  that  erect  attitude  muff  quickly 
change  into  the  proflration  of  dutiful  and  grateful 
children,  or  of  foes  fubdued,  of  wretches  condemned  j 
for  lo, 

The  hooks  are  opened ,  and  judgment  begins.  It 
is  fpoken  after  the  manner  of  men.  Earthly  judges 
refer  to  ftatutes  as  the  rule  of  their  deciiions;  men  are 
tried  by  the  laws  of  their  country,  and  becaufe  human 
faculties  are  limited  and  imperfeCt,  the  memory  unre- 
tentive,  the  underftanding  liable  to  error,  the  heart 
warped  by  partial  affections,  fa£t$  muff  be  preserved 
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In  written  documents,  to  prevent  alteration  or  miftake, 
the  law  expreffed  in  clear  and  diftin£l  terms,  and  the 
caufe,  not  the  perfon  of  the  party,  held  up  as  the  ob- 
of  judgment.  But  what  need  of  books  or  of  rec¬ 
ords  to  affift  the  memory  of  Him  who  is  omnifcience, 
to  whom  are  known  all  his  own  works,  and  all  the 
ways  of  men  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  ;  whofe 
will  is  the  law  ^  and  who  knows  no  diftinftion  but 
that  between  truth  and  falfehood,  right  and  wrong  ? 
^What  need  of  external  evidence,  of  the  teftimony  of 
others,  when  every  man  carries  the  evidence  in  his 
own  bofom,  and  is  acquitted  or  condemned  of  his 
own  confcience  ?  What,  O  man,  are  the  contents  of 
thefe  awful  books  ?  ft  he  words  thou  art  now  fpeak- 
Ing,  the  purfuits  in  which  thou  art  now  engaged,  the 
fpiiit  by  which  thou  art  now  afluated.  Thou  art  ev¬ 
ery  day  filling  up  the  record,  with  thy  hand  enrolling 
thine  own  honour  or  fhame ;  and  the  unfolding  of 
that  day  fhall  reveal  that  only  which  thou  thyfelf  haft 
written.  On  thyfelf  it  refts  whether  the  laft  folemn 
diicovery  is  to  cover  thee  with  everlafting  contempt, 
or  to  crown  thee  with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glo¬ 
ry  ;  whether  the  opening  of  the  book  of  life  is  to  dif- 
play  thy  name  in  golden  characters  to  angels  and  men, 
or  the  regifter  of  condemnation  confign  thee  to  ever¬ 
lafting  puniihment.  The  book  that  fhall  be  opened 
is  none  other  than  the  book  of  feripture,  the  infalli¬ 
ble  rule  of  faith  and  manners,  and  according  as  thou 
art  conformed  unto,  failed:  fhort  of,  or  exceeded:  that 
ftandard,  fo  fhall  thy  doom  be. 

They  were  judged  every  man  according  to  their  works . 
In  this  mixed  and  imperfect  ftate,  it  frequently  hap¬ 
pens  that  the  guilty  efcape,  and  the  innocent  fuffer. 
u  f  ^ie  fathers  eat  four  grapes,  and  the  children’s  teeth 
are  let  on  edge.”  Princes  play  the  madman,  and 
quail  el,  and  fight,  and  myriads  of  unoffending  wretch¬ 
es  pay  the  forfeit  of  that  folly.  But  before  yonder 
tribunal  every  one  appears  to  anfwer  for  himfelf ;  ev¬ 
ery  one  comes  to  reap  the  fruit  of  his  own  doings. 

Enter 
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“  Enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  fervam,  O  God, 
for  in  thy  fight  fliall  no  flefli  living  be  judified.”  44  If 
thou.  Lord,  fliouldd  mark  iniquities,  O  Lord,  who 
flia.ll  Hand  ?”  “  Have  mercy  upon  me,  t)  God,  accord¬ 
ing  to  thy  loving-kindnefs,  according  unto  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  thy  tender  mercies  blot  out  my  tranlgreflions.” 

“  Behold,  O  God,  our  Shield,  and  look  upon  the  face 
of  thine  Anointed.” 

In  meditating  on  this  fubjeft,  let  us  learn  to  forbear 
from  exercifing  this  dread  prerogative  of  the  Eternal, 
let  us  refrain  from  judging.  God  has  challenged 
this  right  with  emphatic  folemnity  as  his  own  :  44  judg¬ 
ment  is  mine ,  I  will  repay,  faith  the  Lord.”  44  Ail 
judgment  is  committed  unto  the  Son.”  41  Therefore 
thou  art  inexcufeable,  O  man,  whofoever  thou  art 
that  judged  :  for  wherein  thou  judged  another,  thou 
condemned  thyfelf;  for  thou  that  judged  dofed  the 
fame  things.  But  we  are  fure  that  the  judgment  of 
God  is  according  to  truth,  againd  them  w'hich  commit  • 
fuch  things.  And  thinked  thou  this,  O  man,  that 
judged  them  which  do  fuch  things,  and  doed  the 
fame,  that  thou  fiialt  efcape  the  judgment  of  God  ?  Or 
defpifed  thou  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs,  and  forbear¬ 
ance,  and  long-fuffering,  not  knowing  that  the  good¬ 
nefs  of  God  leadeth  thee  to  repentance  ?  But  after  thy 
hardnefs  and  impenitent  heart,  treafured  up  unto  thy¬ 
felf  wrath  againd  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  of 
the  righteous  judgment  of  God  ;  who  will  render  to 
every  man  according  to  his  deeds  :  to  them  who  by 
patient  continuance  in  well-doing,  feek  for  glory,  and 
honour,  and  immortality  ;  eternal  life  :  but  unto  them 
that  are  contentious,  and  do  not  obey  the  truth, 
but  obey  unrighteoufnefs  ;  indignation  and  wrath  : 
tribulation  and  anguilh  upon  every  foul  of  man 
that  doth  evil,  of  the  Jew  fird,  and  alfo  of  the  Gen¬ 
tile.  But  glory,  honour  and  peace  to  every  man 
that  worketh  good,  to  the  Jew  fird,  and  alfo  to  the 

Gentile. 
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Gentile,  For  there  is  no  refpeft  of  perfons  with 
God”* 

But  while  by  every  ferious  confideration  thou  art 
reftrained,  ignorant  fallible  creature,  from  judging 
another,— by  every  ferious  confideration  thou  art  en¬ 
couraged,  conft rained  to  examine  and  to  judge  thy- 
felf.  It  may  be  the  means  of  preventing,  of  averting 
the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  It  will  lead  thee  to 
the  difcovery  of  thy  own  weaknefs,  and  thereby  be¬ 
come  a  fource  of  wifdom  and  ftrength.  It  will  unfold 
the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  and  the  treachery  of  thine 
own  heart,  and  lead  thee  in  trembling  hope  to  the 
blood  of  fprinkling,  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the 
world.  It  will  render  thee  compaffionate  and  gentle 
to  the  infirmities  of  others,  becaufe  that  thou  alfo  haft 
finned.  It  will  produce  godly  forrow,  which  work- 
eth  repentance  unto  falvation,  not  to  be  repented  of.” 
It  will  render  the  proinifes  of  cc  mercy  to  pardon,  and 
of  grace  to  help  in  every  time  of  need,”  precious  to 
thy  foul.  It  will  help  to  regulate  thy  path  through 
life,  and  diminifh  the  terrors  of  death. 

Finally,  habitual  and  rooted  impreffions  of  a  judg¬ 
ment  to  come,  will  ferve  as  a  fupport  under  the  raftt 
cenfures  and  the  unjuft  decifions  of  men.  From  the 
ftrife  of  tongues,  from  the  hatred  of  a  mercilefs  world, 
you  can  retire  to  the  filent  feaft  of  a  confcience  void 
of  offence  ;  and  with  confidence  appeal  from  the  an¬ 
gry  tribunal  of  a  creature  like  thyfelf,  to  Him  who 
knoweth  thy  heart,  who  feeth  in  fecret,  and  will  re¬ 
ward  thee  openly.  “  Bleffed  are  ye  when  men  fhall 
revile  you,  and  perfecute  you,  and  fhall  lay  ail  man¬ 
ner  of  evil  againft  you  falfely  for  my  fake.  Rejoice, 
and  be  exceeding  glad  :  for  great  is  your  reward  in 
heaven.”  “  Who  (hall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of 
God’s  eleft  ?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth  :  who  is  he  that 
condemnethr”  Behold  that  “  great  multitude  which 
no  man  can  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and 
people,  and  tongues,  (landing  before  the  throne,  and 
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before  the  Lamb,  clothed  with  white  robes,  and 
palms  in  their  hands,  and  crying  with  a  loud  voice 
faying,  Salvation  unto  our  God,  which  fitteth  upon 
the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb.”  “  What  are  thefe 
which  are  arrayed  in  white  robes  ?  And  whence  came 
they  f”  “  Thefe  are  they  which  came  out  of  great 
tribulation,  and  have  walhed  their  robes,  and  made 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Therefore 
are  they  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  ferve  him  day 
and  night  in  his  temple  :  and  he  that  fitteth  on  the 
throne  lhall  dwell  among  them.  They  fhall  hunger 
no  more,  neither  third  any  more,  neither  lhall  the  fun 
light  on  them,  nor  any  heat.  For  the  Lamb  which  is 
in  the  midft  of  the  throne  lhall  feed  them,  and  lhall 
lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters  :  and  God 
lhall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.”  * 

*  Key*  vii.  9 — 17. 
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And  they  journeyed  from  Mount  Hor i  by  the  way  of  the 
Red  Sea  y  to  compafs  the  land  of  Edom  :  and  the  foul  of 
the  people  was  much  dfcouraged  becaufe  of  the  way. 
And  the  people  fpake  a  gain  ft  Gody  and  againjl  Mofes , 
Wherefore  have  ye  brought  us  up  out  of  Egypt ,  to  die  in 
the  wildernefs  ?  for  there  is  no  breads  neither  is  there 
any  watery  and  our  foul  loatheth  this  light  bread. 
And  the  Lord  fent  fiery  fer penis  among  the  people  ;  and 
they  bit  the  people y  and  much  people  of  Ifrael  died. 
Therefore  the  people  came  to  Mofes ,  and  faidy  We  have 
finned y  for  we  have  fpoken  againjl  the  Lordy  and  againjl 
thee  ;  pray  unto  the  Lord  that  he  take  away  the  fer - 
penis  from  us  :  and  Mofes  prayed  for  the  people.  And 
the  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes ,  Make  thee  a  fiery  ferpenty 
and  fei  it  upon  a  pole  :  and  it  Jhall  come  to  pafs  that 
every  one  that  is  bitten ,  when  he  looketh  upon  ity  Jhall 
live.  And  Mofes  made  a  ferpent  of  brafsy  and  put  it 
upon  a  poley  and  it  came  to  pafs ,  that  if  a  ferpent  had 
bitten  any  in  any  when  he  beheld  the  ferpent  of  brafsy  he 
lived. 

T  HE  reftlefsnefs,  peevilhnefs  and  difeontent  which 
men  are  continually  expreffing,  prove  at  once  the  de¬ 
generacy  and  corruption  of  human  nature,  and  furnilh 
a  ftrong  prefumption  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul. 
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To  behold  one  generation  after  another,  of  moping, 
melancholy,  fullen,  furly  beings,  in  the  midit  of  an 
overflowing  profufion  of  bleftings,  charging  God 
foolilhly,  tormenting  themfelves  unneceflarily,  and 
difturbing  others  malicioufly,  clearly  demonftrates, 
that  man  is  alienated  from  his  Maker,  at  variance 
with  himfelf,  and  unkindly  difpofed  towards  his 
brother  :  in  other  words,  that  he  is  a  fallen,  corrupt¬ 
ed  creature.  To  behold  men,  whatever  they  have  at¬ 
tained,  whatever  they  polfefs,  forgetting  the  things 
which  are  behind,  and  eagerly  reaching  forward  to 
thole  which  are  before,  the  eye  never  fatisfied  with 
feeing,  nor  the  ear  with  hearing,  is  a  prefumption  at 
leaft,  if  not  a  proof,  that  we  are  defigned  of  our  Cre¬ 
ator  for  fomething  this  world  has  not  to  beftow  ;  that 
fome  principle  in  our  nature  is  fuperior  to  the  grofs 
and  grovelling  purfuits  in  which  we  are  warmly  engag¬ 
ed,  but  in  which  we  find  and  we  take  no  reft ;  and 
thus  the  very  mifery  we  feel  is  a  prefentiment  of  the 
felicity  which  we  were  created  to  enjoy.  But,  alas  ! 
our  diifatisfadfion  with  fublunary  good  things,  “  the 
things  which  are  feen  and  temporal,”  is  not  the  refult 
of  experience,  nor  the  refignation  of  a  mind  hum¬ 
bled  to  the  will  of  God.  No,  it  is  the  miferable  ef¬ 
fect  and  expreflion  of  infatiable  defire,  of  unmortified 
pride,  of  difappointed  ambition.  If  we  arrive  at  our 
objedf  with  eafe,  its  value  is  diminilhed  by  the  facility 
of  acquifition  ;  if  obftacles  lie  in  the  way,  and  poflef- 
fion  be  removed  by  diftance  of  time  and  l'pace,  we  are 
quickly  difcouraged,  and  timidly  give  up  the  purfuit. 
When  empty,  there  is  no  end  of  our  complaints  ; 
when  full,  we  loathe  and  rejedt  the  belt  things  :  if  we 
fucceed,  our  profperity  deftroys  us  with  folly,  info- 
lence  and  felf-indulgence ;  if  we  fail,  we  are  undone 
through  fhame,  chagrin  and  refentment ;  if  we  Ihun 
the  rock  of  “  vanity”  on  the  one  fide,  we  are  fucked 

into  the  whirlpool  of  “  vexation  of  fpirit”  upon  the 
other. 
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The  hiftory  of  Ifrael  is,  in  truth,  the  hiftory  of  hu¬ 
man  nature.  Did  they  difcover  a  ftubbornnefs  which 
no  calamity  could  tame,  no  kindnefs  could  mollify  : 
a  levity  which  no  fteadinefs  of  difcipline  could  fix,  a 
perfidioufnefs  which  no  plea  can  excufe,  an  ingratb 
tude  which  no  partiality  can  extenuate,  a  ftupidity 
which  no  intelligence  can  account  for,  a  timidity  and 
a  rafhnefs  which  no  reafon  can  explain  ?  Alas,  we 
need  not  travel  to  the  deferts  of  Arabia,  nor  look 
back  to  the  days  of  the  golden  calf,  nor  of  the  waters 
of  Meribah,  for  the  perfons  who  difcovered  fuch  afpir- 
it.  We  have  but  to  look  into  our  own  hearts,  wre 
have  but  to  review  our  own  lives,  in  order  to  be  fatis- 
fied,  that  fuch  a  fpirit  has  exifted,  that  it  is  ftrameful- 
ly  odious  in  itfelf,  highly  offenfive  in  the  fight  of  God*, 
and  that  we  have  good  reafon  to  abhor  ourfelves, 

and  repent  in  dull  and  allies.” 

We  have  purfued  the  hiftory  of  Aaron  and  of  Ba¬ 
laam,  in  a  continued  feries,  that  wre  might  profecute 
the  remainder  of  the  hiftory  of  Mofes,  without  any 
farther  interruption  ;  we  therefore  omitted  in  its  prop¬ 
er  place  that  portion  of  it,  which  is  partly  recorded 
in  the  verfes  I  have  read  :  but  it  is  of  infinitely  too 
great  importance  to  be  paifed  over  wholly  in  filence* 
and  therefore  we  look  back,  and  bring  it  into  view, 
as  an  ufeful  fubject  of  meditation  this  evening. 

Mofes  had  lately  defcended  from  Mount  Hor,  whith¬ 
er  he  had  been  fummoned  to  perform  the  laft  offices 
of  humanity  to  Aaron,  his  brother  :  writh  mixed  emo¬ 
tions,  no  doubt,  which  alternately  marked  the  man 
and  the  believer  :  mourning  and  mortified,  yet  patient, 
eompofed  and  refigned  to  the  will  of  Heaven.  In  ex¬ 
ecuting  fentence  of  death  upon  his  brother,  he  heard 
the  voice  of  God  again  pronouncing  his  own  doom  ; 
a  doom  in  which,  with  the  ordinary  feelings  of  hu¬ 
manity,  he  acquiefces  with  reluctance,  but  muft  how¬ 
ever  acquiefce.  But  though  death  was  before  his  eyes, 
and  could  be  at  no  great  diftance,  it  abates  nothing 
of  his  ardour  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of 

Ifrael , 
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Ifrael ;  it  breaks  in  upon  no  duty  of  his  ftation,  it  dis¬ 
turbs  not  the  benevolence,  gentlenefs  and  ferenity  of 
his  temper  :  he  lives,  a&s,  inftructs  to  the  very  laft  ; 
and  exhibits  an  inftructive  example  of  that  happy 
firmnefs  and  equanimity  of  foul,  removed  alike  from 
ftoical  indifference,  and  contempt  of  death,  and  fond, 
infirm,  unreafonable  attachment  to  life.  We  find  him 
accordingly  in  his  120th  year,  and  the  laft  of  his  life, 
not  only  engaged  in  employments  fuitable  to  age, 
thofe  of  deliberating,  advifing  and  inftrufting  ;  but 
exerting  all  the  aftivity  and  vigour  of  youth,  in  plan¬ 
ning  and  executing  fundry  military  enterprifes. 

We  fhould  be  furprifed,  did  we  not  know  the  caufe 
of  it,  to  find  Ifrael  in  the  fortieth  year  from  their  de¬ 
liverance  out  of  Egypt,  juft  where  we  faw  them  the 
firft  month,  by  the  way  of  the  Red  Sea,  journeying 
from  Mount  Hor  ;  and  even  then,  though  every  thing 
feemed  to  be  prefling  them  forwards  to  the  pofleflion 
of  Canaan,  not  led  of  their  heavenly  Guide  direftly 
forwards  in  the  neareft  tract,  but  obliged  to  fetch  a 
compafs  round  the  whole  land  of  Edom,  the  pofleflion 
allotted  to,  and  already  beftowed  upon  the  pofterity  of 
Efau.  But  Ifrael,  and  in  them  mankind,  was  thereby 
inftrufted  to  revere  the  deftinations  of  Providence,  to 
refpect  the  rights,  property  and  privileges  of  others  ; 
that  reafon  and  religion,  as  well  as  fympathy  and  hu¬ 
manity,  oblige  a  man  to  fubmit  to  the  inconveniency 
of  a  journey  fornewhat  more  tedious  and  fatiguing, 
inftead  of  attempting  to  cut  a  nearer  paffage  for  him- 
felf,  through  the  bowels  and  blood  of  his  brother. 

Iftie  confcioufnefs  of  having  afted  well,  in  taking 
this  circuitous  march  round  the  land  of  Edom,  and 
that  they  thus  acted  by  the  command  of  God,  ought 
to  have  reconciled  the  minds  of  thefe  Ifraelites  to  the 
little  inconveniences  of  the  way  ;  but  their  hiftorian 
and  leader,  with  his  ufual  fidelity,  informs  us,  that 
6C  the  foul  of  the  people  was  much  difcouraged  be- 
caufe  of  the  way.” 
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Men  frequently  do  their  duty  with  fo  ill  a  grace,, 
that  it  becomes  as  offenfive  as  downright  difobedience  ? 
the  manner  of  compliance  has  the  air  of  a  refufab 
God  loves  cheerfulnefs  in  every  thing  :  a  cheerful, 
liberal  giver  ;  a  cheerful,  thankful  receiver  ;  a  cheer¬ 
ful,  aftive  doer  ;  a  cheerful,  patient  fufferer.  And 
what  an  alleviating  confederation  is  it,  under  the  pref- 
fure  of  whatever  calamity  !  “  This  burden  is  impofed 
on  me  by  the  hand  of  my  heavenly  Father  ;  this  is  a 
fore  evil,  but  God  can  turn  it  into  good.”  “  This 
affliftion  is  not  joyous,  but  grievous  ;  neverthelefs  af¬ 
terwards  it  lhall  yield  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteouf- 
nefs.”  When  we  are  out  of  humour  at  one  thing, 
we  are  diffatisfied  with  every  perfon,  and  every  thing  ; 
a  harfh  fpirit  and  a  hafty  tongue  fpare  neither  God 
nor  man.  “  The  people  fpoke  again#  God,  and 
again#  Mofes.  Wherefore  have  ye  brought  us  up  out 
of  Egypt  to  die  in  the  wildernefs  ?  for  there  is  no 
bread,  neither  is  there  any  water  \  and  our  foul  loath- 
eth  this  light  bread.” 

Objefts  viewed  through  the  medium  of  paflion,  like 
thofe  ftrange  uncouth  appearances  which  are  feen  in 
glades  of  a  certain  conftru&ion,  have  little  or  no  re- 
femblanee  to  what  they  are  in  nature  and  truth.  They 
are  diftorted  and  disfigured  ;  magnified  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree  as  to  become  hideous,  or  diminifhed  fo  as  to  be* 
come  imperceptible  ;  and  according  to  the  fit  of  the 
moment,  men  turn  the  one  end  or  the  other  of  the 
perfpeftive  to  the  eye,  and  what  they  contemplate  is 
accordingly  removed  to  a  great  diftance,  and  reduced 
to  nothing,  or  brought  nigh,  enlarged,  and  brighten¬ 
ed  up.  Employing  this  falfe  kind  of  optics,  Ifraei 
now  confiders  Egypt  and  all  its  hardfhips  with  defire 
and  regret,  and  looks  forward  to  Canaan  with  cold- 
nefs  and  diftruft.  The  miraculous  ftream  that  follow¬ 
ed  them  from  the  rock  is  no  water  at  all,  and  manna, 
angel’s  food,  is  accounted  light  bread.  We  are  too 
little  aware  of  the  fmfulnefs  and  folly  of  difcontent, 
and  therefore  indulge  in  it  without  fear  or  referve. 

We 
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We  do  not  reflect  that  it  is  to  arraign  at  once  the  wif- 
dom  and  goodnefs  of  God  j  to  rob  him  of  the  right  of 
judgment,  and  madly  to  increafe  the  evil  which  was 
too  heavy  before. 

In  general,  the  righteous  Governor  of  the  world 
permits  this  evil  affe&ion  to  punilh  itfelf  ;  and  can 
there  ben  greater  punilhment,  than  to  leave  afullen, 
diflatisfied  wretch  to  devour  his  own  fpleen  ?  But  in 
the  inftance  before  us,  he  was  provoked  to  fuperadd 
to  this  mental  plague,  a  grievous  external  chaftife- 
ment.  “  And  the  Lord  fent  fiery  ferpents  among  the 
people,  and  they  bit  the  people,  and  much  people  of 
Ifrael  died.  lhefe  might  be  the  natural  production 
of  the  wildernefs,  but  providentially  armed  for  the  oc- 
cafionwith  a  greater  malignancy  of  poifon,  or  pro¬ 
duced  in  greater  abundance,  or  roufed  to  a  higher  de¬ 
gree  of  ferocity,  for  what  are  the  inftruments  which 
God  employs  to  avenge  himfelf  of  his  enemies  ?  lie 
needs  not  to  create  a  new  thing  in  the  earth  ;  the 
fimpleft  creature  can  do  it.  Nature,  animate  and  in¬ 
animate,  is  ready  to  take  up  his  quarrel  ;  the  frolt  or 
the  fire,  continued  a  little  longer,  or  rendered  a  little 
more  intenfe,  will  foon  fubdue  the  proudeft  of  his  ad- 
verfaries.  It  is  not  the  leafl  of  the  miracles  of  divine 
mercy,  that  Ifrael  had  been  preferved  fo  long  from  the 
fury  of  thofe  noxious  infers  with  which  the  defert 
fwarmed,  as  Mofes  juftly  remarks  in  recapitulating 
the  hiltory  of  God’s  goodnefs  to  that  people  during  a 
forty  years  pilgrimage.  “  Left  thine  heart  be  lifted 
iq:>,  and  thou  forget  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  brought 
thee  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  from  the  houfe 
of  bondage  ;  who  led  thee  through  that  great  and 
terrible  wildernefs,  wherein  were  fiery  ferpents  and 
fcorpions,  and  drought,  where  there  was  no  water  * 

who  brought  thee  forth  water  out  of  the  rock  of 
flint.”  * 

The  rage  of  thefe  dreadful  creatures,  which  had 
been  during  fo  long  a  period  by  a  fupernatural  pow¬ 


er 
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er  fuppreffed,  now  freed  from  that  curb,  becomes  a 
party  too  ftrong  for  a  mighty  hoft,  flufhed  with  recent 
victory.  While  therefore  we  adore  and  admire  the 
goodnefs  which  multiplies  the  neceflary  and  ufeful 
part  of  the  vegetable  and  animal  tribes  with  fuch 
aftonifhing  liberality,  and  limits  thofe  which  are  nox¬ 
ious  with  fuch  confummate  wifdom  and  irrefiftible 
power,  let  us  tremble  to  think  how  eafily  he  can  re¬ 
move  the  barrier  which  reftrains  the  wrath  of  the 
creature,  and  arm  a  fly  with  force  fufficient  for  our 
deftruCtion.  But  the  intention  of  God  in  punifliing 
is  correction  and  amendment,  not  ruin  ;  returning 
mercy  therefore  meets  the  firft  fymptoms  of  repent¬ 
ance,  and  a  remedy  is  pointed  out  the  moment  that 
mifery  is  felt ;  which  fweetly  difclofes  to  us  the  melt¬ 
ings  of  fatherly  affection,  outrunning  and  preventing 
filial  wretchednefs. 

But  what  ftrange  method  of  cure  have  we  here  r 
The  poifon  of  a  ferpent  counteracted,  and  its  malig¬ 
nity  deftroyed,  not  by  an  external  application,  not  by 
the  virtue  of  an  antidote  poffefied  of  certain  natural 
qualities,  but  by  a  bleffing  annexed  to  the  ule  of  an 
inftrument  in  itfelf  inadequate,  and  an  a  Clio  n  of  the 
patient  himfelf,  flowing  from  his  own  will,  and  called 
forth  by  the  appointment  and  command  of  God.  The 
author  of  that  excellent  book,  entitled  the  Wiidom  of 
Solomon,  has  a  beautiful  reference  to  this  ftoiy,  when 
he  fays, 

“  For  when  the  horrible  fiercenefs  of  wiM  beads 
came  upon  thefe,  and  they  perifhed  with  the  ftings  of 
crooked  ferpents,  thy  wrath  endured  not  forever, 
But  they  were  troubled  for  a  lmall  fealon,  that  they 
might  be  admonifhed,  having  a  fign  of  falvation,  to 
put  them  in  remembrance  of  the  commandment  01 
thy  law.  For  he  that  turned  towards  it,  was  not  laved 
by  the  thing  that  he  law,  but  by  thee,  that  art  the 

Saviour  of  all.  And  in  this  thou  madeii  thine  ene¬ 
mies 
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mies  confefs,  that  it  is  thou  who  delivered  from  all 
.evil.55  # 

But  the  grand  commentary  on  the  hiftory  of  the 
fiery  ferpents  is  furnilhed  by  Chrift  himfelf,  in  his 
converfation  with  Nicodemus,  the  Jewifh  ruler.  “  As 
Mofes  lifted  up  the  ferpent  in  the  wilderneis,  even  lb 
mud  the  Son  of  Man  be  lifted  up  ;  that  whofoever 
believeth  in  him  fhould  not  perifh,  but  have  eternal 
life.5'  f 

From  this  it  is  evident  that  many  particulars  in  the 
Jewifh  hiftory  and  political  economy,  had  an  intereft 
and  importance  which  extended  far  beyond  the  pref- 
ent  moment,  or  the  lenlible  and  obvious  appearance 
of  things.  And  in  this  particular  inftance  our  bleffed 
Lord  has  furnilhed  us  with  an  inftruftive  example, 
which  ought  to  ferve  as  a  rule,  for  the  application  and 
■ufe  of  figurative,  allegorical,  and  typical  fubjefts.  Here 
he  enters  into  no  detail  ;  purfues  no  parrallel  or  con¬ 
trail  through  a  multiplicity  of  particulars  ;  furnilhes 
no  wings  to  the  imagination  ;  but  fixing  on  one 
great,  general  view  of  the  fubjecl,  renders  it  thereby 
more  powerful  and  impreliive.  He  was  converging 
with  a  ruler  of  the  Jews  ;  was  explaining  to  him  the  na¬ 
ture  and  end  of  his  own  million  ;  was  deducing  the 
nature  and  tendency  of  the  gofpel  difpenfation  from 
the  eflablifhed  rites  of  the  Mofaic,  and  the  received 
facts  of  the  Jewifh  hiftory,  with  which  Nicodemus  was 
perfectly  well  acquainted.  In  this  cafe  he  refers  to  a 
noted  event,  and  appeals  from  it  to  one  which  wra$ 
fhortly  to  take  place,  betwixt  which  a  ftriking  line  of 
refemblance  fhould  be  apparent — The  elevation  of  the 
brazen  ferpent  in  the  wildernefs,  for  the  healing  of  the 
Jfraelites  who  were  perilhing  by  the  envenomed  flings 
of  the  fiery  ferpents — and  the  elevation  of  the  Son  of 
Man  upon  the  crofs,  the  propitiation  for  the  fins  of 
the  world  ;  that  when  this  I  aft  difplay  of  the  divine 
juftice  and  mercy  fhould  be  exhibited,  Nicodemus, 
and  every  intelligent  and  honeft  difciple  of  Moles, 

mighj 

*  Wifdom,  ch.  xvi.  f  John,.  eh.  iii.  14,  15. 
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plight  be  fatisfied  that  ec  God  had  at  fundry  times,  and 
m  divers  manners,”  prefented  as  in  a  glafs  to  the  fa- 
thers,  the  method  of  redemption  by  Jefus  Chrift. 

All  the  application,  then,  which  the  words  of  the 
Saviour  himfelf  warrant  us  to  make  of  this  paffage  to 
him,  is  reduced  to  a  few  obvious  and  ftriking  particu¬ 
lars.  cc  Fools,”  fuch  as  the  Ifraelites  in  the  defert, 
and  tranfgreffors  of  the  divine  law  in  general,  be- 
caufe  of  their  tranfgreffion,  and  becaufe  of  their  ini¬ 
quities,  are  afflicted.  Their  foul  abhorreth  all  manner 
or  meat  $  and  they  draw  near  unto  the  gates  of  death, 
1  hen  they  cry  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble,  and  he 
faveth  them  out  of  their  diftreffes.  He  fent  his  word 
and  healed  them,  and  delivered  them  from  their  de- 
ftru&ions.”  * 


The  root  of  the  evil,  the  caufe  of  the  plague,  is  to 
be  found  in  human  perverfity  and  difobedience.  The 
faithful  and  obedient  fleeps  fafe  and  fecure  in  the 
lion  s  den  ;  to  the  proud  and  rebellious  the  innoxious 
worm  is  converted  into  a  fiery  ferpent,  full  of  deadly 
poifon.  The  remedy  for  this  fore  evil  is  to  be  traced 
up  to  the  divine  compaffion,  power  and  goodnefs. 

The  means  of  cure  are  not  fuch  as  human  wifdom 
would  have  devifed,  or  the  reafon  of  man  approved  ; 
they  are  the  fovereign  appointment  of  Heaven.  The 
effe<a  is  preternatural,  yet  real  $  and  reafon  rejoices  in 
what  it  could  not  have  difcovered,  The  fight  of  a 
lifelefs  ferpent  of  metal  working  as  an  antidote  to  the 
mortal  poifon  of  one  alive  ;  incredible,  abfurd  !  Such 
was  the  do&rine  of  the  crofs  in  the  eyes  of  prejudice, 
and  philofophy,  “  and  fcience,  falfely  fo  called.” 

For  the  preaching  of  the  crofs  is  to  them  that  perilh, 
foolifhnefs  ;  but  unto  us  which  are  faved,  it  is  the 
power  of  God.  For  it  is  written,  I  will  deftroy  the 
wifdom  of  the  wife,  and  will  bring  to  nothing  the  un- 
derftanding  of  the  prudent.  Where  is  the  wife  ? 
where  is  the  feribe  ?  where  is  the  difputer  of  this 
World  ?  hath  not  God  made  foolifh  the  wifdom  of 

this 


*  Pfal.  evii.  17 — 20, 
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this  world  ?  For  after  that  in  the  wifdom  of  God  the 
world  by  wifdom  knew  not  God,  it  pleafed  God  by 
the  foolifhnefs  of  preaching  to  lave  them  that  believe. 
For  the  Jews  require  a  fign,  and  the  Greeks  feek  after 
wifdom.  But  we  preach  Chrift  crucified,  unto  the 
jews,  a  ftumbling-hlock  5  and  unto  the  Greeks,  fool¬ 
ifhnefs  :  but  unto  them  which  are  called,  both  Jews 
and  Greeks,  Chrift,  the  power  of  God,  and  the  wif¬ 
dom  of  God.”  * 

The  virtue  flowed  from  the  divine  appointment, 
operating  together  with  the  believing  a£t  of  the  pa¬ 
tient.  To  the  fufferer  who  averts  his  face,  or  wilfully 
and  contemptuoufly  Ihuts  his  eyes,  that  banner  is  dif- 
played  in  vain  ;  no  virtue  iffues  from  it,  he  perifhes 
in  his  unbelief.  To  the  defpifer,  the  impenitent,  the 
carelefs,  Chrift  has  died  in  vain.  In  the  extenfion  of 
all  God’s  ads  of  grace  to  men,  to  produce  the  full  ef¬ 
fect,  there  muft  of  neceflity  be  an  unity  of  defign  and 
exertion  between  the  giver  and  the  receiver,  between 
him  who  ads  and  him  who  is  aded  upon.  Man’s 
body  is  6-  duft  of  the  ground,”  mere  matter,  feparat- 
ed  from  the  fpirit,  incapable  of  motion  or  direction. 
Even  that  adive,  penetrating  organ,  the  eye,  is  but  a 
little  lump  of  pellucid  clay,  till  the  vital  principle,  the 
breath  of  God,  kindle  its  fires,  and  dired  its  rays.  It 
is  this  vital  principle  which,  proceeding  from  God, 
exifts  in  him,  and  poffeffes  the  power  of  rifing  and  re¬ 
turning  to  him.  The  believing  Ifraelite  hears,  in  dy¬ 
ing  agonies,  the  proclamation  of  deliverance,  lifts  up 
his  drooping  head,  looks,  and  is  healed  ;  his  will 
meets  the  will  of  God,  and  the  cure  is  already  per¬ 
formed.  The  perifliing  finner  hears  the  voice  of  the 
Son  of  God  and  lives.  Lifted  up  upon  the  crois  he 
utters  his  voice,  “  Look  unto  me  and  be  ye  faved,  all 
the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  for  I  am  God,  and  there  is 
none  elfe.”  j  One  of  his  fellow  fufferer s  hardens  his 
heart  and  reviles  him,  turns  from  the  Saviour  with 
difdain,  and  dies  impenitent— the  other  hears  with 

rapture 

*  1  Cor.  ch.  i,  18 — 24.  f  Xfai,  xl 
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rapture  the  joyful  found,  clings  to  the  hope  of  falva- 
il01f  Prays ’m  hiith,  and  paffes  with  him  into  paradife. 
.  circumftance  on  which  Chrift  chiefly  refts, 

is  Moles  ^  lifting  up  the  ferpent  in  the  wildernefs.” 

"jjits  probably  had  not  a  clear  apprehenfion  of  the 
exienfive  meaning  and  import  of  the  act  he  was  per¬ 
forming,  any  more  than  the  dying  men  who  were  the 
fubjedts  of  the  cure*  I  hey  looked  no  farther  than 
the  prefent  moment,  and  for  relief  from  a  malady 
which  affected  the  body*  But,  like  the  high-prieft  in 
later  times,  they  were  prophefying,  without  being 
confcious  or  it.  He  was  ereffing,  and  the  congrega¬ 
tion  in  the r  wilder nefs  contemplating  an  anticipated 
repreientation  of  the  great  medium  of  falvation,  w'hich 
Crod^  had  appointed  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  $ 
and  had,  in  a  variety  of  other  predictions,  circumftan- 
dally  declared  and  defcribed  at  different  periods  to 
mankind.  Ihefe  predictions  were  Cumbering  unno¬ 
ticed,  neglected,  mifunderftood,  even  by  the  wife  and 
prudent,  in  the  facred  volume  a  dead  letter,  till 
Chrift,  their  quickening  fpirit,  gave  them  life  and 
motion,  and  a  meaning  which  they  had  not  before. 

In  the  fcene  that  palled  in  the  wildernefs  we  behold 
the  fliadow  of  good  things  to  come,  a  prefiguration  of  ’ 
the  death  which  Chrift  fhould  die»  He  is  here  cc  evi¬ 
dently  fet  forth  crucified  before  us,”  according  to  his 
own  words,  defcriptiye  of  the  deceafe  which  he 
fcould  accomplifh  at  Jefufalem.”  And  I,  if  I  be 
lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me.”  * 
This  fame  idea,  we  have  juft  obferved,  had  been 
fuggefted  by  the  evangelical  prophet  Ifaiah,  and  a 
finxilar  expreffion  is  put  into  the  Saviour's  mouth  by 
that  harbinger  of  the  Prince  of  Peace.  64  Look  unto 
trie  and  be  ye  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  for  I 
am  God,  and  there  is  none  elfe.” 

And  in  another  place,  fpeaking  of  gofpel  times. 

At  that  day  ihall  a  man  look  to  his  Maker,  and  his 
fyes  fliall  have  refpect  to  the  Holy  One  of  IfraelAf 

Thus 
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Thus  was  Mofes,  by  what  he  did,  and  Ifa13.l1,  by 
what  he  wrote,  pointing  out  to  the  world  one  and  the 
fame  great  object,  Chriil  Jefus,  «  the  end  of  the  law 
for  rfohteoufnefs  the  lubftance  of  the  types  ;  the 
accomplifliment  of  prophecy  and  promife  ;  the  bind¬ 
er  of  the  ferpent’s  head  ;  the  reftorer  ol  defaced,  de  ¬ 
filed,  degraded  humanity.  And  thus  we  are  taught 
to  regard  with  peculiar  lelpect,  an  event  which  1  iovi- 
dence  has,  in  fo  many  different  ways,  rendered  iliul- 
trioufly  confpicuous ;  the  death  of  Chrdt,  on  the  ac- 
out  fed  tree* 

We  fhall  have  exhibited  to  you  all  that  Mofes  and 

the  prophets,  all  that  the  hiftorian  and  the  evangeiift 

have  fuggefted,  on  the  fubject  of  the  brazen  ferpent, 

when  we  have  led  your  attention  to  the  impious yuiu 

idolatrous  ufe  made  of  it  in  alter  times.  I  hat  this  n- 

luftrious  inftrument  of  Ifraebs  deliverance  in  the  wil- 

dernefs,  fliould  be  carefully  preferved,  as  a  monument 

of  the  divine  power  and  goodnefs,  and  by  length  of 

time  acquire  venerability  and  reipect  among  the  other 

valuable  memorials  of  antiquity,  is  not  to  be  wound  - 

ed  at.  But  every  thing  may  be  perverted  ;  and  a 

corrupt  difpofition  has  ever  manifefted  itfelf  m  mail, 

to  exalt  into  the  place  of  God,  fomething  that  is  not 

God.  Accordingly  we  find,  about  eight  centuries 

from  its  original  fabrication,  even  in  the  days  of  Keze- 

*  kiah,  the  brazen  ferpent  exalted  to  divine  honours, 

and  a  befotted  people  rendering  that  homage  to  tne 

mean,  which  was  due  only  to  the  hand  widen  employ  ~ 

edit.  The  zeal  of  that  pious  prince,  therefore,  is 

worthy  of  commendation,  who,  in  reforming  the 

abufes  of  religion,  which  prevailed  at  the  tunc  tnac  he 

mounted  the  throne  of  Judah,  abolifhed  this  among 

the  reft.  Regardlefs  of  the  purpofe  for  whiclmit  was 

at  fir  ft  framed  ^  of  the  venerable  hand  which  rormed 

and  reared  it,  and  of  the  lapfe  of  fo  many  years  whicn 

had  ftamped  refpedt  upon  it,  he  brake  in  pieces  the 

brazen  ferpent  which  Mofes  had  made  ;  for  unto  thole 

days  the  children  of:  ffracl  did  burn  incenfe  to  it,  and 
*  he 
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%TlfL/,.  NehulI,'a">''*  »ay»f  contempt — a 

tv  ?”  ?iS  Parj  °[  thre  m°rY  of  Mofes,  pagan  antiqui- 
ty  has  founded  the  fabulous  hiftory  of  Efculapius  the 
pretended  god  of  medicine,  whofe'  fymbol  S  a  fa! 
pent  twilled  round  a  rod.  The  learned  have,  through 
a  vanety  of  particulars,  traced  the  derivation  of  the 
fable  from  the  h&  ;  but  to  repeat  them,  would  rather 
mmifter  to  curiofity  than  to  inftru&ion  and  improve¬ 
ment.  We  difmifs  the  fubjefl,  then,  with  this  genlr- 
t  remark,  that  in  more  refpe&s  than  is  commonly 
apprehended,  and  than  it  has  had  the  candour  to  ack¬ 
nowledge,  is  pagan  literature  indebted  to  the  facred 

GreerJ  ’  ?e  wilkdom  of  E87Pf>  of  Babylon,  of 
«  rnd-  of  rRome  1S  traceable  up  to  this  fource  : 
that  Mofes  is,  of  courfe,  to  be  confidered  as  the  father 
ot  prolane  as  of  facred  learning,  from  whom  all  fub- 
iequent  hiftorians,  legifiators,  orators  and  poets  have 
denved  the  lights  which  dire&ed  them  in  their  feveral 
puriuits ;  that  to  the  pure  fource  of  all  wifdom  the 
revelation  from  heaven,  in  a  word,  the  world  is  indebt, 
ea  tor  the  tint  principles  of  fcience,  morality  and  re¬ 
ligion  ;  which  appear  to  the  attentive  and  difcernim* 

fJw trough  the  mill  in  which  credulous  ignorance  or 
Dold  fiction  have  involved  them* 

Let  us  hence  be  encouraged  to  revere  the  fcrip- 
tures,  to  learch  and  compare  them  ;  to  derive  our 
opinions  of  religious  fubjeds  from  that  facred  fource 
instead  of  forcing  the  truth  of  God  into  an  awkward 
lupporter  of  our  preconceived  opinions.  Above  all 
let  it  be^  our  concern  to  regulate  our  conduct  by  the 
laws  which  fcripture  has  laid  down,  and  to  comfort 
our  hearts  by  the  hope  it  infpires,  and  the  profpe&s 
V  hich  it  has  unfolded.  Amen. 


*  2  Kings  xviii.  4. 
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LECTURE  III. 

NUMBERS  xxvii.  12,  13,  1 4. 

And  the  Lord  j aid  unto  Mofes ,  Get  thee  up  into  this  Mount 
Abarim ,  and  fee  the  land  which  I  have  given  unto  the 
children  of  JfraeL  And  when  thou  hajl  feen  it,  thou 
alfo  jhalt  be  gathered  unto  thy  people,  as  Aaro?i  thy 
brother  was  gathered.  For  ye  rebelled  againjl  my  com¬ 
mandment  in  the  defert  of  Zin,  in  the  firife  of  the  con¬ 
gregation,  to  fantfify  me  at  the  water  before  their  eyes . 
That  is  the  water  of  Meribah  in  Kadejh,  in  the  wilder - 
nefs  of  Zin* 

There  is  fomething  peculiarly  interefting  in  hear¬ 
ing  a  plain,  honeft,  intelligent  man,  without  vanity, 
or  felf-fufficiency,  or  affeeded  humility,  talking  of  him- 
felf ;  going  into  the  detail  of  his  own  hiftory,  with 
the  fame  fidelity  and  fimplicity  as  if  it  were  the  hif¬ 
tory  of  a  ftranger  ;  unfolding  his  heart  without  re- 
ferve,  difclofing  his  faults  and  infirmities  without  pal¬ 
liation,  recording  his  wife  and  virtuous  aftions  without 
oftentation  ;  and  relating  events,  with  all  their  little 
circumftances,  according  to  the  feelings  which  they 
excited  at  the  moment. 

It  is  pleafant  to  fee  an  old  man,  with  his  faculties 
unimpaired,  his  fpirits  cheerful,  his  temper  fweet,  his 
confcience  clear,  his  proipetfts  bright ;  enjoying  life 

without 
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'without  fearing  death  ;  blending  the  modefty  and 
benevolence  of  youth  with  the  wifdom  and  dignity  of 
age.  There  is  a  double  fatisfaftion  in  hearing  fuch  a 
one  defcribe  perfons  whom  he  knew,  fcenes  in  which 
he  acted,  expeditions  which  he  conducted,  fchemes 
which  he  planned  and  executed. 

And  fuch  an  one  was  Mofes,  who  having,  by  divine 
mfpiration,  made  the  ages  and  generations  before  the 
flood  to  pafs  in  review,  and  unfolded  the  hiftory  of 
redemption,  in  its  connexion  with  the  fyftem  of  na¬ 
ture  and  the  ways  of  Providence,  during  a  period  of 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  years  ;  having  admitted 
us  to  his  familiarity  and  friendly  inftruction  during  an 
eventful  life  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  years,  is  now, 
with  the  fame  calmnefs  and  eafe,  admitting  us  to  con¬ 
template  his  behaviour  in  the  immediate  profpeft,  and 
up  to  the  very  hour  of  his  death. 

The  idolatrous  defection  of  Ifrael  in  the  plains  of 
Moab,  had  been  vifited  with  a  plague  which  fwept 
away  twenty-four  thoufand  of  them.  Immediately  on 
the  flaying  of  that  terrible  calamity,  Mofes  is  com¬ 
manded,  with  the  afliftance  of  Eleazer  the  high  prieft, 
to  take  the  number  of  the  people,  from  twenty  years 
old  and  upwards,  and  to  compare  the  mufter  roll  of 
the  day,  with  that  taken  in  the  wildernefs  of  Sinai, 
thirty-eight  years  before.  This  being  done  with  all 
poffible  accuracy,  two  mod  Angular  facts  turn  up, 
each  Angular  confidered  feparately  and  by  itfeif,  and 
both  moft  Angular,  taken  in  their  connexion  one  with 
another.  In  a  multitude  fo  great,  and  at  the  diftance 
of  thirty-eight  years,  the  whole  difference  is  no  more 
than  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  men  : 


for,  at  the  former  period,  the  number  of  men  of  a 
military  age  was  fix  hundred  and  three  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  fifty  ;  and  at  the  latter,  fix  hundred  and 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty.  But  though 
the  ftrenyth  of  the  holt  was  nearly  the  fame,  the  in¬ 
dividuals  whereof  it  was  compoled  were  totally  chang¬ 
ed  ;  two  names  alone  of  fo  many  myriads  flood  upon 

both 
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both  lifts,  Caleb  the  fon  of  Jephunneh,  tec!  Jfoftiua  the 
fon  of  Nun,  for  Mofes  himfelf  was  under  fentence  of 
condemnation  ;  he  was  not  to  be  permitted  to  pafs 
over  Jordan  ;  he  was  already  numbered  with  the 
dead. 

The  courfe  of  nature,  it  is  true,  is  continually  pro¬ 
ducing  a  fimilar  efteft  on  the  human  race,  upon  the 
whole  $  but  there  is  a  degree  of  exacbnefs  in  this  in- 
ftance,  not  to  be  accounted  for  on  common  principles, 
and  which  mutt  be  refolved  into  a  fpecial  interpofition 
of  Providence,  which  had  pronounced  the  doom  of 
death  on  the  whole  body  of  offenders,  in  the  moment 
of  tranfgreflion,  and  at  the  fame  inftant,  promifed  the 
reward  of  fidelity  and  obedience  to  thofe  illuftrious 
two  ;  longevity  and  the  poffeflion  of  Canaan.  Vain 
therefore  is  the  hope  of  io  much  as  one  guilty  perfon 
efcaping  in  a  crowd,  groundiefs  the  fear  of  fmgular 
goodnefs  fuffering  in  the  midft  of  many  wicked. 

It  is  related  of  Xerxes,  king  of  Perfia,  much  to  the 
honour  of  his  humanity,  that  furveying  from  an  em¬ 
inence  the  vaft  army  with  which  he  was  advancing 
to  the  invafion  of  Greece,  he  burft  into  tears  to  think 
that  in  Ids  than  one  hundred  years  they  fhould  all  be 
cut  off  from  the  land  of  the  living.  What  then,  O 
Mofes,  were  the  emotions  of  thy  foul,  to  fee  the  event 
which  Xerxes  but  anticipated,  realized  before  thine 
eyes  ?  To  walk  through  the  ranks  of  Ifrael  without 
meeting  one  man  who  followed  thee  out  of  Egypt, 
with  whom  thou  couldft  mingle  the  tears  of  fympathy 
over  fo  many  fallen,  or  remind  of  the  joy  and  wonder 
of  that  great  deliverance  ?  Is  not  that  man  already 
dead,  who  has  furvived  all  his  cotemporaries  ?  A  con¬ 
federation,  among  many  others,  powerfully  calculated 
to  reconcile  the  mind  to  the  thoughts  of  difl'olutiom 
and  to  imprefs  on  the  foul  the  fentiment  of  the  wife 
man  concerning  the  world,  44 1  hate  it,  I  would  not 
live  always.’* 

Long  life,  however,  is  not  the  lefs  to  be  confidered 
as  a  bleffing.  The  love  of  it  is  a  conftitutional  law  of 
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our  nature  ;  and  the  promife  of  it  is  annexed  to  the 
fan  cf  ions  ot  the  written  law,  as  a  motive  to  obedience  : 

Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother;  that  thy  days 
.  may  be  long  upon  the  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God 
giveth  thee  and  it  is  here  bellowed  as  a  reward 
on  the  faithful.  Premature  death,  in  like  manner, 
is  an  objedl  of  natural  horror,  is  threatened  in  anger* 
and  mflidled  as  a  pumfhment.  I  he  wicked  fhall 
not  live  half  his  days,  and  his  memory  fhall  rot.,? 
In  general,  a  wife  and  merciful  God  hides  from  the 
eyes  of  men  the  era  of  their  departure  out  of  the 
world.  The  bitternefs  of  death  confifts  in  the  fore- 
take,  and  the  forerunners  of  that  great  enemy.  That 
bitternefs,  in  its  full  proportion,  was  wrung  out,  and 
mingled  in  the  cup  of  Mofes.  The  death  of  every  Is¬ 
raelite  was  a  death-warning  to  him.  He  had  lately 
afeended  Mount  Hor  with  Aaron  his  brother,  flript 
him  of  his  garments,  clofed  his  eyes  to  his  laft  long 
keep,  and  defeended  without  him  :  and  Mount  Hor 
is  only  a  few  fteps  diftant  from  Mount  Abarim,  and 
his  own  fummons  comes  at  length.  He  is  refpited, 
not  pardoned,  and  a  reprieve  of  forty  years  is  now 
expired. 

It  is  in  that  awful,  trying  hour,  we  are  at  this  time 
to  trace  the  character,  and  mark  the  behaviour  of  the 
man  of  God. 

From  the  moment  he  fell  under  the  divine  difpleaf- 
ure,  which  fhortened  the  date  of  his  life,  we  obferve  it 
lying  with  an  oppreffive  weight  upon  his  mind.  The 
love  of  life  manifefts  itfelf,  and  we  behold  in  the  proph¬ 
et,  the  man  of  like  paffions  with  ourfelves.  There  is 
no  incident  of  his  life  on  which  he  dwells  fo  much, 
and  with  fuch  earneftnefs  of  interefl  as  this.  The  hif- 
tory  of  his  offence  is  again  and  again  repeated,  not  in 
the  view  of  extenuating  the  guilt  of  it,  but  to  vindi¬ 
cate  the  righteous  judgment  of  God.  The  excellence 
of  this  part  of  his  narrative,  is  its  departing  from  the 
direct  line  of  narration.  He  haflens  forward  to  bring 
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it  early  into  view  \  he  returns  again  upon  his  foot- 
fteps,  and  prefents  it  a  fecond  time  to  view.  Is  he 
reminding  Ifrael  of  their  rebellion  and  difobedience  ? 
his  own  tranfgreflion,  and  the  punilhment  of  it,  arife 
and  flare  him  in  the  face.  Is  he  encouraging  them  in 
their  progrefs  towards  the  promifed  land?  hefighs  to 
think  that  he  himfelf  lhall  never  enter  into  it.  At  one 
time  he  flatters  himfelf  with  the  hope  that  juftice 
might  perhaps  relent,  and  prefumes  to  expoftulate 
and  entreat,  in  terms  earneft  and  pathetic,  fuch  as 
thefe  ;  “  O  Lord  God,  thou  haft  begun  to  fhew  thy 
fervant  thy  greatnefs,  and  thy  mighty  hand  :  for 
what  god  is  there  in  heaven  or  in  earth,  that  can  do 
according  to  thy  works,  and  according  to  thy  might  ? 
I  pray  thee  let  me  go  over  and  fee  the  good  land  that 
is  beyond  Jordan,  that  goodly  mountain,  and  Leba¬ 
non.”  * 

At  another  time,  he  feems  quietly  to  give  up  the 
caufe  as  loft,  and  patiently  prepares  to  meet  his  fate, 
and  meekly  refigns  himfelf  to  the  will  of  the  Moft 
High,  which  he  was  unable  to  alter.  In  a  word,  we 
fee  him  at  once  the  man  and  the  believer,  and  a  pat¬ 
tern  well  worthy  of  imitation  in  both  refpefts. 

It  is  impoflible  to  obferve  the  conflict  of  Mofes’s 
foul,  when  this  cup  of  trembling  was  put  into  his 
hands,  without  thinking  of  the  bitter  agony  in  the 
garden,  of  the  travail  of  the  Redeemer’s  foul,  of  that 
paflionate  addrefs,  u  Father,  if  it  be  poflib!e,let  this  cup 
pafs  from  me” — of  c<  fvveat  like  great  drops  of  blood 
falling  down  to  the  ground”! — of  the  triumph  of 
refxgnation,  cc  neverthelefs,  not  my  will,  but  thine  be 
done” — of  cc  humiliation  to  death,  the  death  of  the 
crofs.”  Thus  it  “  behoved  him  to  fulfil  all  righteouf- 
nefs.”  Thus  he  taught  men  to  obey  the  law  of  God, 
to  ufe  all  lawful  endeavours  to  preferve  life  ;  and  thus 
he  inculcated  fubmiflion  to  that  fovereign  will  which  it 
iis  unprofitable  and  impious  to  refift, 

Vol.  V.  D  “  Get 
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“Get  thee  up,”  faid  God  to  Mofes,  “into  this  Mount 
Abarim,  and  fee  the  land  which  I  have  given  unto  the 
children  of  Ifrael;55*  and  this  is  all  that  the  law  can 
do  lor  the  guilty  ;  it  conducts  to  an  adjoining  emi¬ 
nence,  it  fpreads  a  diftant  profpefi:  of  Canaan,  it  can  dif- 
play  its  beauty  and  fertility,  it  can  infpire  the  defire  of 
poffeffion  ;  but  it  cannot  divide  Jordan,  it  cannot  lead 
to  victory  over  the  lafl  enemy,  it  cannot  make  “  the 
comer  thereunto  perredt,55  nor  eftablifh  the  foul  in  ev- 
erlafting  reft.  Neither  Mofes,  the  giver  of  the  law,, 
nor  Aaron,  the  high-prieft,  under  the  law,  could 
“  continue  by  reafon  of  death.55  But  the  Apoftle 
and  High-Prieft  of  our  profeftion  is  “  entered  into 
the  holieft  of  all,55  has  opened  a  paffage  through  the 
gates  of  death,  to  life  and  immortality  ;  lifted  up,  firlt 
upon  the  crofs,  and  then  to  his  throne  in  the  heavens, 
he  is  drawing  all  men  unto  him. 

I  ogether  with  the  honeft  though  fond  attachment 
to  life,  which  characterizes  the  man,  and  the  pious  re- 
fignation  which  marks  the  child  of  God,  Mofes  dif- 
covers,  on  this  occafion,  that  excellent  fpirit  which 
finks  and  lofes  the  individual  in  the  public.  He 
cheerfully  gives  up  his  perfonal  fuit,  and  the  caufe  of 
Ifrael  henceforth  engroffes  hirn  wholly.  66  And  Mo¬ 
fes  fpake  unto  the  Lord,  faying,  Let  the  Lord,  the  God 
of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefli,  fet  a  man  over  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  which  may  go  out  before  them,  and  which  may 
go  in  before  them,  and  which  may  lead  them  out,  and 
which  may  bring  them  in  ;  that  the  congregation  of 
the  Lord  be  not  as  ftieep  which  have  no  fhepherd.55f 

Let  modern  patriots  think  of  this,  and  blufli  at  their 
pride  and  felfifhnefs.  But  they  are  loft  to  all  fenfe  of 
decency,  they  keep  each  other  in  countenance  by 
their  multitude  and  confidence,  and  “  glory  in  their 
fhame.55  This  noble  conduct  of  the  Jewifh  legifiator 
was  not  the  affectation  of  virtue  and  public  fpirit,  the 
oftentatious  boafting  of  a  man  who  had  no  profpeft, 
or  a  diftant  one,  of  being  put  to  the  trial ;  but  the  na- 
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tive  greatnefs  and  Superiority  of  a  mind  occupied  with 
two  grand  objects,  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of 
his  country  ;  a  mind  that  could  rejoice  in  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  an  inferior,  and  decreafe  with  inward 
fatisfadlion,  while  the  other  increaled.  Ordinary  men. 
look  with  an  evil  eye  upon  their  fuccefSors.  A  prince 
and  his  heir,  though  that  heir  be  his  own  fon,  gene¬ 
rally  live  upon  indifferent  terms  ;  but  Mofes  fees  his 
dignity  departing  from  himfelf  in  his  life  time,  de¬ 
parting  from  his  family,  given  to  his  fervant,  without 
a  murmur,  without  a  figh.  It  was  enough  to  him 
that  God  had  been  pleafed  to  adopt  Jofhua,  for  the 
purpofe  of  finifhing  his  work,  of  introducing  Ifrael 
into  their  inheritance.  It  is  no  fooner  intimated  to 
him,  than  Jofhua  becomes  his  fon,  his  brother,  his 
friend :  and  he  proceeds  to  his  inftallation  with  as 
much  alacrity,  as  he  inverted  Aaron  with  the  pontifi¬ 
cal  robes. 

This  folemn  ceremony  confifted  of  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumftances,  which  are  wrell  worthy  of  our  attention  ; 
from  their  being  of  divine  appointment,  from  their 
great  antiquity,  from  their  inexplicable  myfterioufnefs, 
or  their  obvious  fignificancy.  Jofhua  was  already  an¬ 
ointed  with  the  undlion  of  the  Spirit  :  he  was  a  perfon 
of  fmgular  piety,  undaunted  resolution,  and  unfhaken 
fidelity  :  he  had  long  attended  upon  Mofes  as  his  min- 
ifter,  had  accompanied  him  into  the  mount,  when  he 
afcended  to  meet  God,  had  traverfed  the  land  of  Ca¬ 
naan  as  one  of  the  fpies,  had  brought  up  its  good  re¬ 
port,  and  flood  firm  with  Caleb  in  refilling  the  timid 
and  difcouraging  representations  of  his  colleagues. 
He  poffefled  all  the  qualities  natural,  acquired,  and 
miraculoufly  difpenfed,  which  were  requilite  to  the 
difcharge  of  the  duties  of  that  high  and  important 
flation  to  which  Providence  was  now  calling  him.  By 
the  Spirit  which  is  faid  to  have  been  in  Jofhua,  Some 
underhand  the  Spirit  of  prophecy,  or  Supernatural 
powers  of  fo.refeeing  and  providing  for  future  events. 
By  taking  in  every  circumflance,  it  feemJ  X  dher  to 
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denote  thofe  rare  gifts  with  which  nature  had  fo  lib¬ 
erally  endowed  him  ;  wifdom,  and  courage,  and 
ftrength,  and  which  Providence  was  now  calling  forth 
for  the  general  benefit.  But  though  thus  amply  fur- 
nifhed  for  his  great  undertaking,  God  was  pleafed  to 
command  a  folemn  and  public  declaration  of  his  choice, 
and  that  the  object  of  it  fhould,  before  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  be  fet  apart  by  the  impofition  of  the  hands  of 
Mofes  to  the  office  affigned  him. 

Forms  are  neceffary,  becaufe  men  are  not  fpiritual ; 
forms  are  interpofed,  that  the  underftanding,  the  heart 
and  the  confcience  may  be  approached  through  the 
channels  of  fenfe.  And  of  all  forms,  recommended 
by  divine  authority,  and  its  own  fignificant  fimplicity, 
that  of  the  laying  on  of  hands  is  one  of  the  moil  an¬ 
cient,  mod  frequently  in  ufe,  and  moil  ifriking.  By 
this  folemn  rite,  the  devoted  victim  was  fet  apart  for 
death,  and  the  guilt  of  the  offerer  transferred,  as  it 
were,  and  laid  upon  the  head  of  the  oblation  :  and  thus 
were  the  minifter  of  the  fandtuary,  the  general,  the 
ftatefman,  dedicated  to  the  duties  of  their  refpe&ive 
ftations :  thus  new  and  extraordinary  powers  were 
conferred  upon  Joffiua  :  thus  Jefus  took  leave  of  his 
difciples,  and  left  a  bleffing  behind  him,  more  precious 
than  the  mantle  of  Elijah.  “  He  led  them  out  as  far 
as  Bethany,  and  he  lifted  up  his  hands  and  bleffed 
them.”* 

By  laying  on  of  the  apoftles*  hands,  miraculous 
gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  were  communicated  ;  and  by 
laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the  preffiytery,  Timothy  wras 
folemnly  fet  apart  for  exercifmg  the  office  of  a  biffiop ; 
and  thus  a  great  part  of  the  chriftian  world  continues 
to  inftal  its  minifters  in  the  paftoral  office. 

Mofes  was  farther  commanded  6C  to  caufe  Joffiua 
to  Hand  before  Eleazar  the  prieft,”  who  was  probably 
to  offer  up  facrifice  in  behalf  of  the  commander  ele£t, 
and  by  this  additional  folemnity  to  imprefs  both  upon 
his  own  mind  and  upon  thofe  of  the  fpe&ators,  the 
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weight  and  importance  of  the  facred  charge  commit¬ 
ted  unto  him.  It  is  added,  verfe  20th,  “  And  thou 
Ihalt  put  fome  of  thine  honour  upon  him,  that  all  the 
congregation  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  may  be  obe¬ 
dient.” 

This  is  interpreted  by  fome  commentators,  of  thole 
rays  of  glory,  which  are  fuppofed  to  have  furrounded 
the  head  of  Mofes,  ever  lince  his  defcent  from  God 
in  the  mount,  and  which  fo  dazzled  the  eyes  of  the 
beholder,  that  in  fpeaking  to  the  people  he  was  under 
the  neceffity  of  putting  a  veil  over  his  face.  By  the 
impofition  of  his  hands  upon  the  head  of  Jolhua,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  commandment,  this  external,  fenfible 
honour  is  underftood  to  have  been  communicated  from 
the  one  to  the  other,  and  that,  in  confequence  of  it, 

Jofhua  henceforth  wore  a  vifible  token  of  the  choice 
of  Heaven. 


Conje&ure  and  fancy  blend  too  much  in  this  ex- 
pofition,  to  procure  for  it  a  very  high  degree  of  re- 
fpe£t.  Jufter  and  more  fober  criticifm  explain  the 
paflage  as  implying,  that  Mofes  Ihould  immediately 
aflociate  Jofhua  with  hiinfelf  in  the  executive  powers 
of  government,  devolve  upon  him  a  fhare  both  of  the 
refpect  and  the  care  which  pertained  to  the  fupreme 
command  ;  that  he  might  enjoy  the  fatisfaftion,  while 
he  yet  lived,  and  which  he  fo  much  defired,  of  be¬ 
holding  a  wife  and  a  good  man  conducing  the  Ifrael- 
itilh  affairs,  in  church  and  ftate,  with  difcretion,  and 
carrying  on  the  plan  of  Providence  to  its  confumma- 
tion. 

I  here  is  another  article  in  the  injunction  laid  upon 
Moles,  refpeCting  the  appointment  of  his  fucceffor, 
which  has  greatly  exercifed  and  puzzled  the  critics. 
66  And  he  fhall  (land  before  Eleazar  the  prieft,  who 
fhall  afk  counfel  for  him,  after  the  judgment  of  Urirn, 
before  the  Lord ;  at  his  word  fhall  they  go  out,  and 
at  his  word  they  fhall  come  in,  both  he  and  all  the 
children  of  Ifrael  with  him,  even  all  the  congrega¬ 
tion.”*  •  °  The 
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The  difficulty  is,  what  was  the  Urim,  and  the 
judgment  of  Urim,  of  which  Eleazar  was  to  afk  coun- 
fel  in  behalf  of  Jofhua,  and  wherein  Mofes  differed 
from  Jofhua  as  to  this  ?  Urim  is,  in  general,  in  fcrip- 
ture,  found  in  connexion  with  Thummim.  The 
words  import  light  and  perfection  ;  and  they  appear  to 
have  been  fome  part  or  appendage  of  the  breaft-plate, 
that  effential  article  of  the  high-prieft’ s  drefs.  They 
were  not,  it  is  alleged,  the  production  of  human  (kill, 
like  the  other  particulars  of  the  facred  clothing,  for 
there  is  no  account  of  their  fabrication  by  the  hands 
of  man ;  but  when  the  breaft-plate  was  finifhed,  Mo¬ 
fes,  \yq  are  told,  44  put  into  it  the  Urim  and  the 
Thummim/5  whatever  they  were,  immediately  from 
Ood. 

The  method  of  confultation  has  alfo  furnifhed  am¬ 
ple  matter  of  difpute.  The  moft  approved  tradition 
is  this,  for  fcripture  gives  but  few,  and  thofe  very 
general  hints,  upon  the  fubjeCt,  the  perfon  who  defir- 
cd  to  confult  the  oracle,  (and  none  but  public  perfons, 
and  on  great  public  occaiions,  were  admitted  to  that 
privilege,)  intimated  his  intention  to  the  high-prieft ; 
who,  at  the  hour  of  incenfe,  arrayed  in  his  pontifical 
veftments,  entered  the  holy  place,  accompanied  at 
a  little  diftance  by  the  magiftrate  or  general,  who 
made  the  inquiry.  The  high-prieft  placed  himfelf 
with  his  face  towards  the  entrance  of  the  moft  holy 
place.  The  veil  which  feparated  the  holy  place  from 
the  holy  of  holies,  was  drawn  up  for  the  occafion,  fo 
that  he  flood  directly  fronting  the  ark  of  the  covenant, 
overfhadowed  by  the  cherubim,  where  the  Schechinah, 
or  vifibie  glory,  refided.  The  inquirer  then  {landing 
behind,  pronounced  the  queftion,  or  confultation,  in 
a  few  plain  words ;  fuch  for  example  as  thefe,  44  Shall 
I  go  up  again  ft  the  Phiiiftines,  or  (hall  I  not  go  up  ?” 
This  queftion  was  again  repeated  folemnly  and  dis¬ 
tinctly  by  the  high-prieft  before  the  Lord :  and  on 
looking  downwards  upon  the  Urim  in  the  breaft-plate, 
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the  anfwer  of  God  was  feen  in  characters  of  reflected 
-light,  from  the  excellent  glory,  and  which  the  high- 
prieft  audibly  repeated  in  the  ears  of  the  party  con¬ 
cerned.  “  Go  or,  “  Thou  fhalt  not  go.” 

When  the  oracle  refufed  to  give  any  refponfe,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  Saul,  it  was  confidered  as  a  mark  of  high 
difpleafure.  God  would  not  anfwer  that  wicked  prince 
«  by  the  judgment  of  Urim,”  but  becaufe  he  had  wil¬ 
fully  forfaken  God,  an  offended  God,  in  juft  difpleaf¬ 
ure,  gave  him  up  to  afk  counfel  of  hell,  and  to  follow 
it  to°his  own  deftruftion.  uWe  have  alfo,”  chrif- 
tians,  “  a  more  fure  word  of  prophecy,  whereunto  ye 
do  well  that  ye  take  heed ;  as  unto  a  light  that  fhin- 
cth  in  a  dark  place,  until  the  day  dawn,  and  the  day- 

ftar  arife  in  your  hearts.”  * 

Jofhua  being  referred  to  this  mode  of  confultation, 
compared  with  the  hiftory  of  Mofes,  points  out  the 
difference  between  thefe  two  leaders  of  Ifrael.  “  There 
arofe  not  a  prophet  fince  in  Iirael  like  unto  Mofes, 
whom  the  Lord  knew  face  to  face.”f 

God  manifefted  himfelf  immediately  unto  Mofes  ; 
converfed  with  him  as  a  man  with  his  friend,  jofhua 
was  kept  at  a  greater  diftance,  and  enjoyed  commu¬ 
nion  with  God  through  the  intervention  of  appointed 
means.  Juft  as  before  Mofes  was  admitted  to  the 
very  fumrnit  of  the  mount,  received  within  the  veil  of 
thick  darknels,  which  at  once  concealed  and  revealed 
die  divine  glory  ;  while  Jofhua  was  confined  to  a 
lower  region,  kept  in  the  place  and  on  the  duty  of  a 
fervant.  But  we  muft  conclude. 

The  whole  fcene  that  has  now  paffed  in  review, 
fpeaks  directly  to  the  heart  and  confcience.  It  pre- 
fents  a  flunking  and  inftrudtive  inftance  of  the  good- 
nefs  and  feverity  of  God.  rlhe  faults  and  infirmities 
of  his  deareft  children  he  neither  overlooks,  nor  for¬ 
gets  to  punifh.  For  one  offence,  and  feemingly  a 
flight  one,  Mofes  is  excluded  from  Canaan.  No  hu¬ 
miliation,  penitence  or  entreaty  can,  of  themfelves. 
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remove  the  guilt  nor  prevent  the  chadifement  of  fin. 
1  he  negleft  or  infult  offered  by  a  child,  a  brother,  a 
friend,  (trikes  deeper  than  the  mod  violent  outrage 
from  a  (tranger,  or  an  avowed  enemy.  The  tranf- 
greffion  of  Mofes  at  the  waters  of  ftrife  was  thus  ag¬ 
gravated,  and  he  mud  die  for  it.  O  my  God,  enter 
not  into  judgment  with  me,  whofe  crimes  are  height* 
ened  by  every  circumdance  of  aggravation — delibera¬ 
tion,  preemption,  filial  ingratitude,  in  the  face  of  fol- 
emn  and  repeated  engagements.  If  Mofes  died  the 
death,  for  once  fpeaking  unadvifedly  with  his  lips, 
in  the  moment  of  paffion  ;  “  if  thou,  Lord,  art  drift 
to  mark  iniquity,  where  (hall  I  dand  ?”  how  (hall  I 
efcape  ? 

But  is  death  a  punifhment  to  a  good  man  ?  No. 
As  in  the  death  of  Mofes,  therefore,  we  behold  the 
judice  and  feverity  of  God,  fo,  in  its  confequences, 
we  behold  his  goodnefs  and  loving-kindnefs.  The 
evi!  is  (light  and  temporary  ;  the  good  is  unfpeakably 
great,  and  eternally  permanent ;  exclufion  from  Ca¬ 
naan  is  adrniffion  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  “  to 
be  abfent  from  the  body  is  to  be  prefent  with  the 
Lord.”  Faith,  indeed,  redeems  not  from  the  power 
of  the  grave,  but  it  diffipates  all  the 'horror  of  the 
tomb  ;  transforms  it  into  a  reding  place  for  the  weary 
pilgrim  ;  and  converts  the  king  of  terrors  into  a 
minider  of  joy.  “  O  death,  where  is  thy  ding?  O 
grave,  where  is  thy  viftory  ?  Thanks  be  to  God,  who 
giveth  us  the  viftory,  through  Jefus  Chrid  our  Lord.” 

The  faying  that  is  written,  is  come  to  pafs,  death 
is  fwaliowed  up  of  viftory  ;  mortality  is  fwailowed  up 
of  life.”  “  Life  and  immortality  are  brought  to  light 
by  the  gofpel.”  We  “  know  whom  we  have  believ¬ 
ed  :”  we  believe  in  him  who  hath  faid,  cc  I  am  the 
refurreftion  and  the  life ;  he  that  believeth  in  me, 
though  he  were  dead,  yet  (hall  he  live.  And  who- 
foever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me,  (hall  never  die.” 
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And  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes,  faying,  Avenge  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael  of  the  Midianites  :  afterward  Jhalt  thou 
be  gathered  unto  thy  people . 

1HE  interefl:  which  every  reader  of  tafte  and  fenfi- 
bility  takes  in  the  life  and  a&ions  of  Mofes  is  never 
permitted  to  flag,  much  lefs  totally  to  fink  and  ex¬ 
pire.  His  infant  cries,  from  the  very  firfl:  moment, 
awaken  our  fympathy ;  and  his  departing  words,  at 
the  age  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  years,  continue  to 
excite  our  efteem  and  admiration.  Whether  employ¬ 
ed  as  a  minifter  of  vengeance  or  of  mercy,  he  infpires 
affection  or  commands  refpedt. 

The  love  of  life  is  not  only  natural  and  innocent, 
but  important  and  neceflary.  W e  are  iiiftrufted  to 
guard,  to  preferve,  to  prolong  it,  at  once  by  the  con- 
llitution  and  frame  of  our  nature,  and  by  manifold 
examples  of  the  higheft  authority.  And  while  Prov¬ 
idence  permits  the  farther  extenfion  oi  it,  the  rea- 
fons  and  end  of  that  extenfion  are  obvioufly  manifeft. 
Not  a  Angle  hour  is  added  to  the  life  of  any  one, 
merely  to  make  up  fuch  a  quantity  of  time.  No,  ev¬ 
ery  moment  is  deftined  to  its  peculiar  purpofe,  pafles 
to  account,  calls  to  its  proper  ufe  and  employment. 

To 
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To  dream  of  premature  retirement  from  the  exercife 
of  our  faculties  and  functions,  of  mere  exiftence  with¬ 
out  employment,  is  an  attempt  to  defeat  the  intention 
of  the  Creator  in  fending  us  into  the  world  ;  is  a 
degradation  and  perverfion  of  the  powers  of  the  hu¬ 
man  mind  ;  is  to  be  dead  while  we  live.  The  inqui¬ 
ry  of  a  well  regulated  fpirit,  to  the  laft,  is,  “  Lord, 
what  wouldft  thou  have  me  do  ?**  While  any  of  my 
powers  remain,  however  blunted,  however  impaired, 
to  whom  fhall  I  dedicate  the  poor  remains .?  Enfee¬ 
bled,  exhaufted  as  I  am,  is  there  no  one  refpedt  in 
which  I  can  yet  glorify  God,  or  be  ufeful  to  my  fel¬ 
low  creatures  Vy  And,  to  the  laft,  the  great  Supporter 
of  life,  the  Ruler  of  the  world,  has  fome  command  to 
give,  fome  labour  to  be  performed,  fome  exercife  of 
the  hand,  the  head,  or  the  heart  to  enjoin^  fome  pur- 
pofe  of  jultice  or  of  love  to  accomplifh. 

Mofes  has  received  warning  to  depart,  but  the  hour 
of  releafe  is  not  yet  come.  And  though  his  offence 
at  the  waters  of  Meribah  inuft  be  punilhed  with  death, 
the  tranquillity  of  his  mind  is  not  thereby  difcompof- 
ed,  nor  his  intercourfe  with  Heaven  interrupted,  nor 
his  zeal  in  performing  the  duties  of  his  ftation  abated. 
The  God  whom  he  had  fo  long  and  faithfully  ferved, 
continues  to  converfe  with  him  as  a  man  with  his 
friend,  communicates  to  him  his  defigns,  and  employs 
him  in  the  execution.  Our  lives  too  are  forfeited ; 
the  fentence  of  death  is  upon  us ;  under  a  refpite  of 
unknown,  uncertain  duration,  our  days  are  palling 
away.  Improved  ever  fo  well,  they  cannot  indeed  re¬ 
deem  from  the  grave,  nor  alter  the  immutable  decree  ; 
but  their  improvement  may  alleviate  the  bitternefs  of 
death,  and  pluck  out  the  fting.  The  inevitable  courfe 
ot  nature,  and  the  righteous  decifions  of  a  holy  law, 
deltroy  not  the  facred  communications  which  fubfift 
between  a  merciful  God  and  a  gracious  fpirit.  To  re¬ 
ceive  a  command  from  an  oliended  father,  after  judg¬ 
ment  has  been  pronounced,  partakes  of  the  nature  of 
a  pardon  ;  and  it  is  no  Header  confolation,  even  un¬ 
der 
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der  the  ftroke  of  juftice,  to  reflect  that  paternal  affec¬ 
tion  was  pleafed  to  regard  and  accept  iutuie  obedient  t* 
and  fubmiffion,  if  not  as  an  atonement  for  offence,  at 
leaft  as  a  mark  of  contrition  for  having  tranfgreffed. 
As  if  therefore,  we  could  wipe  out  the  memory  of 
the  pall ;  as  if  perfevering  labours  of  gratitude  and 
love  could  purchafe  our  releafe  ;  as  if  death  were  to 
be  prevented,  difarmed  or  deltroyed,  by  the  c.iorto  o» 
the  paffmg  moment,  let  us  awake  and  arile  to  the 
knowledge,  the  ftudy  and  the  practice  of  our  heavenly 
Father’s  will. 

The  fervice  preferibed  to  Mofes  on  thi-s  occafion 
was  the  execution  of  juftice  on  a  nation  of  offenders. 
The  nature  of  the  offence  has  been  hinted  at  in  a  for¬ 
mer  Ledture ;  and  we  may  form  a  judgment  of  its 
enormity,  from  the  vengeance  which  puiiued  it.  I  he 
ftate  of  Midian,  at  the  period  in  queftion,  exhibits  the 
laft  ftage  of  morai  depravity — a  corrupted  people  car- 
rving  on  a  temporary  political  defign,  by  means  the 
moft°  feandalous  and  dilhonourable — the  deareft  and 
moft  delicate  interefts  of  human  nature  vilely  lacri- 
ficed  to  its  worft  and  moft  difgraceful  propenfities— 
hufbands  countenancing  the  proftitution  of  their 
wives,  and  parents  that  of  their  daughters,  in  order  to 
gratify  ambition,  avarice  or  revenge.  A  nation  of 
fuch  a  chara&er  is  neceffarily  haftening  to  utter  de- 
ftruftion,  without  fire  from  heaven,  or  the  fword  of  a 
foreign  enemy.  But  what  vice  was  accelerating  by 
its  own  native  energy.  Providence  haftens  to  an  iffue 
by  a  fpecial  interpolation,  and  cc  the  Lord  makes  him- 
felf  known  by  the  judgment  which  he  executes.” 

The  force  which  it  was  thought  proper  to  employ 
for  the  extermination  of  this  debauched  race,  is  indi¬ 
cation  fufficient  how  low  its  character  was  rated.  Im- 
merfed  in  fenfuality,  enervated  by  luxury,  a  handful 
of  men  was  deemed  enough  to  deftroy  them.  A 
thoufand  out  of  every  tribe  of  Ifrael,  twelve  thoufand 
men  in  all,  Mofes  confiders  as  fully  competent  to  the 

execution 


% 


O2 


Hijtory  of  Mofes. 


Lect.  IV. 


.■fi  ]Utl,on  ofL.th]S  enterprise  ;  and  the  event  fully  juf- 
tued  the  eftimate  he  had  made.  It  is  likewise  Jre- 
markable,  that  he  neither  commands  in  this  expedition 
m  perfon,  nor  commits  the  conduct  of  it  to  Jofhua,  or 
any  other  of  military  profeffion ;  but  to  «  Phineas, 

the  fon  of  Eleazar  the  prieft,”  furnilhed  «  with  the 
L°  y,  ifftruments,  and  the  trumpets  to  blow,  in  his 
nand.  V  e  have  here,  therefore,  the  idea  of  a  fol- 
«nn  public  execution,  rather  than  of  regular  war. 

. refiftance  is  made,  no  blood  but  that  of  the  crim¬ 
inals  is.  ihed  j  they  dare  not  meet  in  the  field  thofe 
whom  in  the  fecret  chambers  they  could  enfnare.  In 
vam  their  hoary  ad  viler  Balaam,  urges  them  to  feats 
or  arms,  and  fets  them  an  example  of  courage  ;  fun. 
ported  by  five  kings  and  their  armies,  he  falls  together 
with  them,  by  the  fword  of  Ifrael,  an  awful  monu¬ 
ment,  how  certainly,  however  flowly,  eternal  iuftice 
overtakes  the  finner  !  J 


I  he  immenfe  booty  which  this  eafy  victory  tranf- 
xerred  to  the  Ifraelites,  is  a  farther  demonftration  of 
tie  teeb lends  and  difl'olution  of  their  unwarlike  ene- 
m7-  had  wealth  without  being  rich,  luxury 

without  enjoyment,  policy  without  wifdom,  kingly 
power  without  government,  and  zeal  for  religion 
without  an  objeft  of  worfhip.  Conquered  the  mo¬ 
ment,  they  are  attacked,  having  no  refource  in  public 
or  private  virtue  ;  men  loft  to  a  fenfe  of  what  confti- 
tutes  true  female  dignity,  women  precipitating  that 
corruption  of  which  they  were  the  miferable  viftims 
— they  hold  up  to  mankind  a  fearful  but  inftru&ive 
example  of  the  native,  neceffary,  inevitable  confe- 
quences  of  vice.  Up  to  fimilar  caufes  the  downfal  of 
ftill  greater  ftates  may  be  traced  ;  and  if  fin  be  the 
ruin  of  any  kingdom,  what  individual  offender  fliall 
dai  v  to  flatter  himfelf  with  the  hope  of  efcanin0*  the 

righteous  judgment  of  God  ?  1  & 

I  he  feverity  with  which  judgment  was  executed 
on  the  Midiamtes,  helps  farther  to  unfold  their  char¬ 
acter.  An  effeminate,  luxurious  people,  generally 
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excites  contempt  at  mo  ft ;  but  here  a  holy  and  juft  in¬ 
dignation  is  kindled.  Heaven  itfelf  is  up  in  arms 
againft  a  degenerate  race  ;  and  Mofes,  the  meekeft  of 
men,  accufes  the  exterminators  of  the  whole  race  of 
Midian  of  weak  and  exceffive  lenity.  Iiow  is  this 
to  be  accounted  for  ?  It  will  be  found  on  inquiry,  that 
in  a  very  diffolute  ftate  of  fociety,  vices  of  the  molt 
odious  and  atrocious  kind  are  neceffarily  blended  with 
others  lefs  offenfive.  The  love  of  pleafure  is  the 
predominant  charafter  ;  but  in  order  to  feed  and  fup- 
port  that  paffion,  arts  the  moft  criminal  and  deteftable 
mu  ft  be  employed.  Injuftice,  violence,  perjury  and 
murder  follow  in  the  train  of  lull.  The  moral  prin¬ 
ciple  is  deftroyed  :  all  fenfe  of  ftame  is  loft.  The 
general  depravity  keeps  every  individual  tranfgreffor 
in  countenance.  Appearances  are  no  longer  attended 
to  or  kept  up.  Men  glory  in  their  fhame.  The  very 
offices  of  religion  are  perverted  into  inftruments  of 
debauchery.  Such,  apparently,  was  the  ftate  of  Midi¬ 
an  at  the  period  under  review  ;  fuch  was  that  of  If- 
rael  during  the  government  and  priefthood  of  Eli  ; 
and  fuch  was  that  of  the  Affyrian  and  Roman  empires 
immediately  previous  to  their  fubverfion.  And  in 
fuch  a  ftate,  is  it  any  wonder  to  fee  heaven  and  earth 
combined  to  root  out  and  overthrow— a  holy  and 
righteous  God  employing  the  miniftration  of  the  gent- 
left  of  mankind  to  cut  off  the  name  and  memory  of 
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fuch  a  people  from  the  earth  ?  When  punifhinent  fo 
fignal  is  infli&ed,  we  may  fafely  infer,  that  the  guilt 
which  provoked  it  from  fuch  hands  was  enormous. 

On  reviewing  the  little  army  of  Ifrael,  after  the 
viftory,  a  fact  turns  up  unequalled  in  the  hiftory  of 
mankind — not  fo  much  as  one  of  the  twelve  thoufand 
has  fallen  in  battle  :  and  that  in  attacking  and  deftroy- 
ing  a  nation  fo  populous  as  to  contain  thirty-two 
thoufand  females  of  a  particular  defcription.*  The 
hand  of  God  was  clearly  vifible  in  this,  and  thank¬ 
fully  acknowledged.  The  fuperfluous  ornaments 

which 
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which  lately  publifhed  the  fhame  of  Midian,  now  pro¬ 
claim  the  piety  and  gratitude  of  Ifrael ;  and  become 
part  of  the  facred  treafury  of  the  tabernacle.  Every 
creature  of  God  is  good  in  itfelf,  and  intended  to  do 
good.  Ufe  the  world  fo  as  not  to  abufe  it,  and  the 
Creator  is  glorified.  Every  day  added  to  our  life  is 
as  much  a  miracle  of  mercy,  as  the  prefervation  of 
every  individual  of  the  twelve  thoufand  in  the  day  of 
battle.  Let  our  gratitude  declare  itfelf  in  an  habit¬ 
ual  devotednefs  of  heart  and  life,  to  the  God  of  our 
life,  and  the  length  of  our  days  ;  let  us  prefent  our 
44  bodies  a  living  facrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto  God, 
which  is  our  reafonable  fervice  :  and  be  transformed 
by  the  renewing  of  our  mind,  that  we  may  prove 
what  is  that  good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfect  will 
of  God.”  * 

In  the  punifhment  inflicted  on  Midian,  we  behold 
a  righteous  God  profecuting  an  injury  done  to  Ifrael, 
as  an  infult  offered  to  himfeif.  And  indeed  every  of¬ 
fence  againft  fociety  is  a  direct  attack  of  the  divine 
authority,  which  has  fenced  the  perfon,  the  fame  and 
the  virtue  of  our  neighbour  on  every  fide,  againft  all 
the  aflaults,  whether  of  violence  or  deceit.  The  char- 
after  and  conduft,  in  connexion  with  the  untimely  end 
of  the  arch-feducer  Balaam,  are  an  awful  and  inftruc- 
tive  inftance  of  the  juftice  of  God  in  making  fignal 
guilt  its  own  avenger,  and  furnifh  a  ftriking  illuftra- 
tion  of  the  obfervations  made  by  the  pfalmift  and  his 
wife  fon  :  “  Behold  he  travaileth  with  iniquity,  and 
hath  conceived  mifchief,  and  brought  forth  falfehood. 
He  made  a  pit,  and  digged  it,  and  is  fallen  into  the 
ditch  which  he  made.  His  mifchief  fhall  return  upon 
his  own  head,  and  his  violent  dealing  fhall  come  down 
upon  his  own  pate.  I  will  praife  the  Lord  according 
to  his  righteoufnefs  ;  and  will  fing  praife  to  the  name 
of  the  Lord  moft  high.”f  66  The  heathen  are  funk 
down  in  the  pit  that  they  made,  in  the  net  which  they 
hid  is  their  own  foot  taken.  The  Lord  is  known  by 

the 
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the  judgment  which  he  executeth  :  the  wicked  is  fnar- 
ed  in  the  work  of  his  own  hands.”*  “  For  the  way& 
of  man  are  before  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  he  ponder- 
eth  all  his  goings.  His  own  iniquities  fhall  take  the 
wicked  himfelf,  and  he  fhall  be  holden  with  the  cords 
of  his  fins.  He  fhall  die  without  inftruftion  :  and  in 
the  greatnefs  of  his  folly  he  fhall  go  affray.”  f 

— In  the  faint  refiftance  made  by  the  Midianites  to 
a  force  fo  fmall,  we  behold  the  native  tendency  of 
vice  to  enfeeble  and  enervate.  Sunk  in  effeminacy 
and  floth,  they  are  overcome  as  loon  as  attacked. 
Strong  in  cunning,  they  are  deflitute  of  true  wifdom, 
and  defective  in  valour.  The  foe  that  alfaults,  that 
conquers  them,  is  within.  “  The  wicked  flee  when 
no  man  purfueth,  but  the  righteous  is  bold  as  a  lion.” 
Addiclednefs  to  the  pleafures  of  fenfe  gradually, 
though  infenfibly,  encroaches  on  all  the  nobler  prin¬ 
ciples  of  our  nature,  undermines  and  fubverts  them. 
Every  fpring  of  the  foul  is  relaxed  through  difufe ; 
the  bodily  powers  become  languid,  and  the  fluggifh 
giant  becomes  an  eafy  prey  to  the  active  and  vigorous 
child.  Exercife  your  faculties,  and  they  will  increafe 
and  improve  ;  negle£f  them,  and  they  will  quickly 
fall  into  utter  decay.  Fear  God,  maintain  46  a  con- 
fcience  void  of  offence,”  and  bid  defiance  to  what 
earth  and  hell  can  do  againft  you. 

— In  the  free-will  offering  of  thefe  grateful  Ifraelites 
for  protection  and  deliverance  in  the  day  of  battle, 
behold  a  laudable  example  of  attention  to  the  ways  of 
Providence,  and  of  thankful  acknowledgment  of 
them.  Let  friends,  after  the  days  of  feparation  are  at 
an  end,  after  the  hour  of  danger  is  pall,  reckon  their 
numbers.  Do  they  remain  entire,  not  one  miffing,  is 
no  allay  mingled  with  the  joy  of  re-union  ?  It  was  the 
hand  of  God  that  fupported  ;  he  46  gave  his  angels 
charge  concerning  you.”  66  He  covered  you  with 
his  feathers  ;  his  truth  was  your  fhield  and  buckler  ; 
no  evil  befel  you,  no  plague  came  nigh  your  dwell- 
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ing*5’  “  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his 
name  ;  offer  unto  him  thankfgiving,  honour  him  with 
your  lubftance  ;”  prefent  “  the  calves  of  your  lips,” 
the  devotednefs  oi  your  hearts,  the  obedience  of  your 
lives. 

“•Does  the  punifliment  of  this  people  appear  to  any 
rigorous  and  exceffive  ?  Let  them  confider  that  they 
are  very  incompetent  judges  of  God’s  moral  govern¬ 
ment  ;  that  they  fee  but  a  few  fcattered  fragments  of 
the  vaft  fcheme  of  Providence  ;  that  creatures  them- 
felves  ignorant,  weak  and  criminal,  muft  be  much 
difquaiified  to  hold  the  balance  and  the  rod  that 
every  tranfgreffion  of  the  divine  law  merits  death  ; 
that  cc  fools”  only  cc  make  a  mock  at  fin.”  Let  the 
whole  earth  tremble  before  Him  cc  who  will  by  no 
means  clear  the  guilty  who  has  denounced  “  in¬ 
dignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguilh  againft 
every  foul  of  man  that  doth  evil,”  while  to  the  hum¬ 
ble  and  contrite  in  heart,  he  proclaims  his  name, 
“  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious, 
long-fuffering,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth  ; 
keeping  mercy  for  thoufands,  forgiving  iniquity,  tranf- 
greffion  and  fin  c<  vifiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fa¬ 
thers  upon  the  children,  unto  the  third  and fourth  gen¬ 
eration  of  them  who  hate  him  ;  but  {hewing  mercy 
to  thoufands  of  them  that  love  him  and  keep  his  com¬ 
mandments.”! 

— In  the  leader  and  commander  of  Ifrael  behold, 
once  more,  a  man  exalted  far  above  all  temporary,  all 
felfifh  concerns  ;  occupied  only  with  the  interefts  of 
truth  and  juftice,  the  duties  of  his  ftation,  the  prof- 
perity  of  his  charge,  the  glory  of  Him  who  had  con¬ 
ferred  it  upon  him.  In  this  laft  objeft  his  whole  foul 
is  abforbed.  He  walks  already  on  air,  and  beholds 
the  world  under  his  feet  ;  but  forgets  not  that  he  is 
yet  in  it,  and  that  in  every  ftate,  and  at  every  period 
of  exigence,  a  rational  being  may  promote,  and  ought 

to 
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to  be  ftudying  how  he  may  belt  promote,  the  honour 
of  his  Creator,  by  adminiftering  juftice,  or  extending 
mercy  to  his  fellow-creatures.  Confider  him  well  - 
and,  in  your  fphere,  with  the  means  and  ability  you 
enjoy,  go  and  do  likewife — and  God  grant  us  all  wif- 
dom  to  know  and  do  what  is  well-pleafing  in  his 
fight. 
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LECTURE  V, 


NUMBERS  XXXV,  9 - 1 5, 

And  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes,  faying.  Speak  unto  the 
children  of  Ifrael ,  and  fay  unto  them ,  When  ye  be  come 
over  Jordan ,  into  the  land  of  Canaan ,  then  ye  fhall 
appoint  you  cities ,  ft?  fe  cities  of  refuge  for  you  ;  that  the 
flayer  may  flee  thither  which  billet  h  any  perf on  at  una¬ 
wares  .  And  they  fnall  be  unto  you  cities  for  refuge 
from  the  avenger  ;  that  the  manflayer  die  not ,  &/2//V  he 
fland  before  the  congregation  in  judgment .  ^ thefe 

cities  which  ye  fnall  give  ^  fix  cities  fhall  ye  have  for  ref¬ 
uge .  2^  fhall  give  three  cities  on  this  fide  Jordan , 

cities  fhall  ye  give  in  the  land  of  Canaan ,  which 
fhall  be  cities  of  refuge *  Thefe  fix  cities  fhall  be  a  ref¬ 
uge  ,  both  for  the  children  of  Ifrael ,  <2/23?  the  fir anger  9 
and  for  the  fojourner  among  them  ;  that  every  one  that 
killeth  any  perf  on  unawares  may  flee  thither . 


Human  laws  are  generally  the  refult  of  experi¬ 
ence,  not  the  provifion  of  forefight.  Occafion  dic¬ 
tates  the  encouragement  to  be  given,  the  reftraint  to 
be  impofed,  the  punifliment  to  be  inflifted.  The  mul¬ 
tiplication  of  new  and  extraordinary  cafes,  mufi  of 
courfe  fwell  the  ftatute  book  ;  through  change  of  cir- 
cumftances  fome  inftitutes  mnft  fink  into  difufe  and 
oblivion,  and  others  rife  into  exiftence  and  force. 
Hence  the  variety,  the  oppofition,  the  contradi&ion  of 
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different  codes  of  law,  not  only  in  different  countries, 
but  in  the  fame  country  at  different  periods. 

There  are,  at  the  fame  time,  certain  general  and 
fixed  principles  of  law  applicable  to  every  ftate  of  fo- 
ciety  ;  which,  founded  in  eternal,  unchangeable  truth 
and  juftice,  are  in  perpetual  force,  and  of  univerfat 
■bbligation.  Diverted  of  every  thing  arbitrary,  local 
and  temporary,  they  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  under- 
ftanding  and  confcience  of  every  man,  and  irrefiftibly 
carry  conviction  with  them.  The  genius,  character 
and  progrefs  of  any  people,  a  fagacious  obferver  will 
be  able  to  trace,  with  tolerable  accuracy,  in  their  legif- 
lation,  in  their  inftitutions,  political  and  religious  ;  for 
thole  of  a  moral  tendency  never  vary.  It  is  eafy  to 
difeern.  in  the  fpirit  of  the  laws,  what  is  the  fpirit  of 
the  nation  ;  to  difeern  whether  liberty  or  defpotifm, 
moderation  or  tyranny  is  predominant. 

But  the  conftitution  of  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael 
poffeffes  diftinCtive  features.  It  was  formed  by  Divine 
Wifdom  long  before  it  had  a  local  refidence  wherein 
to  act.  The  laws  by  which  Canaan  was  to  be  gov¬ 
erned,  were  enabled  in  the  wildernefs.  Prefcience 
made  provifion  for  cafes  which  could  not  as,  yet  have 
arifen.  Republican  equality  was  blended  with  abfo- 
lute  unlimited  theocracy  ;  a  liberty  and  a  fovereignty 
eftablilhed  in  perfect  harmony,  and  yet  both  to  their 
utmoft  extent.  1  he  Levitical  part  of  the  conftitution 
was  adapted  to  this  ftate  of  things.  The  priefthood, 
in  refpeCt  of  property  and  poffeffion,  was  reduced  be¬ 
low  the  level  of  their  brethren  ;  while  by  their  office 
and  employments,  the  homage  paid  and  the  provifion 
made  for  them,  they  were  raifed  above  their  fellows. 
They  were  appointed  to  minifter  at  the  altar  of  God  ; 
and  it  was  his  will,  and  it  was  reafonable,  that  they 
fhould  live  by  it. 

One  of  the  laft  public  fervices  in  which  Mofes  was 
employed,  is  the  fettlement  of  this  branch  of  the  po¬ 
litical  economy— the  eftablifhment  of  religion,  without 
which  no  ftate  can  long  exift  j  and  the  appointment 
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of  a  moderate,  but  certain  and  fteady  provifion  for  its 
tninifters. 

Forty  and  eight  cities,  in  all,  with  their  fuburbs, 
and  an  extent  of  territory  around  every  one,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  two  thoufand  cubits,  in  all  directions,  were  to 
be  fet  apart  for  the  tribe  of  Levi,  and  diftributed  by 
tot.  As  the  lot  was  fpecially  ordered  by  Divine  Prov¬ 
idence,  the  difperfion  of  this  tribe  over  the  whole 
land,  there  is  good  reafon  to  believe,  God  in  wifdom 
overruled  favourably  to  the  exercife  of  their  facred 
tunCtion.  Of  their  other  privileges  and  immunities, 
we  are  not  now  led  to  treat.  The  words  we  have  read 
limit  our  attention  to  an  inftitution,  in  many  refpeCts 
fmgular,  and  unexampled  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind— 
the  appointment  of  fix  of  the  Levitical  cities,  as  places 
of  refuge  for  the  unintentional,  and  therefore  lefs  crim¬ 
inal  manflayer.  RefpeCting  this  inftitution,  and  its 
reafon  and  defign,  the  following  particulars  recom¬ 
mend  themfelves  to  our  notice. 

The  provifion  here  made  refers  to  a  cafe  of  fingu- 
lar  importance  to  fociety  ;  on  which  indeed  the  very 
being  of  fociety  depends — the  fecurity  of  human  life 
againft  violence.  To  take  away  the  life  of  another  is 
the  moft  atrocious  offence  which  man  can  commit 
againft  man.  The  laws  of  every  well-regulated  com¬ 
munity  have  accordingly  marked  it  as  the  objeCt  of 
juft  vengeance,  faying,  in  the  language  of  the  fupreme 
.Legiflator,  “  Whofo  Iheddeth  man's  blood,  by  man 
ffiall  his  blood  be  filed.”  But  into  the  commiflion  of 
this  offence,  as  of  every  other,  circumftances  of  aggra¬ 
vation  or  alleviation  may  enter  and  every  wife  legif¬ 
lator  will  take  thefe  into  confideration  ;  adapting  the 
degree  of  punifhment  to  the  degree  of  criminality, 
diftinguifhing  the  aCtion,  as  connected  with,  or  fepa- 
rated  from  the  intention.  To  the  wilful  and  deliber¬ 
ate  murderer  no  place  was  to  ferve  as  a  fanCtuary  $  to 
him  the  altar  itfelf  was  to  afford  no  protection.  But 
a  man  may  deprive  his  neighbour  of  life  without  in¬ 
curring  the  guilt  of  murder  j  and  it  muff  be  imputed 
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to  him  as  a  calamity,  not  a  crime.  To  meet  fuch  •» 
cafe,  the  provision  in  queftion  was  made  ;  and  a  ref 
uge  was  provided  for  both  the  citizen  and  the  [trailer 

who  might  “unawares,”  without  malice  or  inten- 
tion,  occafion  the  death  of  another. 

K  however>  was  n°t  wholly  unreftrided 

powSv  to  a  Var  ety  of.regU.lations’  a"  calculated 

powerfully  to  imprefs  on  the  minds  of  the  people  an 
awful  fenfe  of  the  value  put  on  the  life  of  man  by ’the 

again  ft  ddih^V  t0  aS  a  caution  not  only 

agamft  deliberate  violence,  but  even  againft  carelefs- 

cerned  the  ,ife  ofan°ther  was  con- 

ofhTm  whot^  ielheTly’  aS  It.0USht’  on  head 
r  •  fteddeth  it,  however  innocently  •  and  the 

m«?°bUvfn:tn  eve\be  fdt“  a 

avenge  ft  w  thou&h  no  j^ge  arife  to 

enge  it.  But  pumfhment  to  a  certain  decree  was  in 

pofneted°ntheernef  nflayer’  ^  ^  ftatUte  which  ap¬ 
pointed  _  the  refuge  ;  and  to  the  uneafv  reflections 

2,  rr’tavi"«  bren  unwilling  inltrumcnt  of 

&p3i^irddtd  aIarmin*  ^reh“- 

ies^  fof  fofif  ,'in?ited  the  ”“mb“  »f  «hefe  cit. 

u„n  ’  *?r  fh£  whole  commonwealth  of  Ifrael 
Hence,  an  efcape  to  a  place  of  refuge  mull  in  manv 

xeS’ hr,e,b“"  thro"«h  ">“* 

frequently  have  felt  all  the  bitternefshf  K  in  hk 
nlicitude  to  flee  from  it.  Thus,  while  the  fin™  of 

if'iu'rI>0'nte1  f°  th,J  <lr0ns  hold  of  fafety,  the8»oice 
fnd  th“  '  kflTd’  “  ^  fot  'hf  lifc-  'o»k  not°be- 
dood  is  a,’, iy  heels/.  PCT"h *  behoU'  the  »f 

But  that  the  danger,  and  the  anxiety  refultlng  from 

f  the^  cities  wom„  fd1'  •“  »  *■  WXS 

f(  lat.y  hefe  Aou,d  he  dilperfed  at  the  mod  comma 
ious  diftances,  over  the  countrv  •  *n,\  m2." 

pio.id.d  that  three  of  them  fhould  be  on  each  fide 
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the  Jordan,  in  order  to  facilitate  and  fecure  efcape  at 
the  leafons  when  that  river  overflowed  its  banks,  and 
rendered  a  paflage  tedious,  difficult  or  impracticable. 
In  the  fame  view,  it  has  been  affirmed,  and  feems  prob¬ 
able,  that  the  roads  which  led  to  thefe  cities  were 
formed  and  maintained  at  the  public  expenfe,  and 
that  their  breadth  was  very  confiderable  :  that  every 
obftru&ion  was  removed  out  of  the  way,  bridges  were 
thrown  over  interpofmg  ftreams,  and  when  roads 
happened  to  crofs  or  feparate,  an  index,  infcribed  with 
the  word  Refuge^  pointed  out  the  right  courfe.  And 
thus  an  inflitution  humane  in  its  defign,  was  ren¬ 
dered  more  fo,  by  the  ma^nner  in  which  it  was  ob- 


ferved 


But  again — -the  city  was,  in  the  firfl  inftance,  to  ferve 
only  as  a  temporary  refuge,  and  afforded  fhelter  only 
till  inquiry  was  made  into  the  fact,  and  judgment  was 
folemnly  given  between  the  manflayer  and  the  aven¬ 
ger  of  blood,  upon  evidence  adduced.  If  criminal 
intention  was  proved,  there  was  no  remedy,  blood 
demanded  blood,  the  prifoner  muff  be  delivered  up 
to  the  hands  of  juftice.  If  otherwife,  public  protec¬ 
tion  was  granted,  and  he  was  reftored  to  his  refuge- 
The  ordinance  having  it  in  view  not  to  prevent  and 
fupprefs  the  truth,  but  to  bring  it  openly  and  fully  to 

light. 

The  innocence  of  the  profecuted  party  having  oeen 
made  clearly  to  appear,  he  was  reftored  indeed  to  his 
refuge,  but  it  became,  at  the  fame  time,  his  prifon. 
Exiled  from  his  native  pofleffion,  and  from  all  that 
rendered  it  dear  ;  doomed  to  live  among  ftrangers,  to 
fubfifl  on  their  bounty,  perhaps  to  feel  their  unkind- 
nefs  or  negleft,  he  mult  drag  out  a  comfortlefs  exig¬ 
ence,  to  an  unknown,  uncertain  period  ;  or  ftir  abroad 
under  conftant  apprehenfion  and  hazard  of  his  life. 
And  confinement  is  ftill  confinement,  though  m  a 
place  of  fafety,  a  city  of  refuge:  and  ignorance  and 
uncertainty  refpefting  the  termination  of  our  nnlery, 
are  bitter  ingredients  in  the  cup  of  affliftion.  “  It 
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may  outlaft  life,”  fad  thought !  “  or  confume  the  beft 
and  moft  valuable  portion  of  my  days.  Unhappy 
that  I  am,  to  have  introduced  mourning  into  my 
neighbour's  family,  and  defolated  my  own.  Though 
I  feel  not  the  pangs  of  remorfe,  my  heart  is  torn  with 
thofe  of  regret ;  and  blood,  though  (lied  without  a 
crime,  is  a  burden  too  heavy  for  me  to  bear." 

The  laft  regulation  on  record  refpe&ing  this  fubject, 
was  a  permiffion  to  the  haplefs  manflayer  to  cc  return 
into  the  land  of  his  pofleflion,"  on  the  death  of  the 
high-priefi.  Ihe  reafon  of  this  ordinance  does  not 
appear  \  but  it  contains  a  circumftance  very  affedting 
to  the  prifoner  himfelf,  and  affe&ing  to  all  Ifrael.  His 
releafe  from  confinement  could  be  purchafed  only  by 
death,  the  death  of  another  ;  and  that  not  of  an  ordi¬ 
nary  citizen,  but  of  the  moft  dignified  and  refpeftable 
character  in  the  republic.  The  weight  of  blood  inno¬ 
cently  filed,  was  at  length  to  be  removed  ;  but  how  ? 
Not  by  the  demife  of  him  who  filed  it,  but  of  66  the 
high-prieft  which  fiiould  be  in  thofe  days."  And  may 
we  not  fuppofe  a  refugee  of  fenfibihty  looking  forward 
to  this  event  with  the  mixed  emotions  of  hope  and 
forrow  ?  I  he  very  caufe  of  his  enlargement  makes  it 
to  partake  of  the  nature  of  a  punifhment.  He  dare 
hardly  wifli  for  liberty,  for  it  involved  guilt  deeper 
than  what  already  lay  upon  his  head  ;  deliberate  de- 

vifing  the  death  of  his  neighbour,  and  taking  pleafure 
in  it. 

Now,  if  guiltlefs  homicide  fubje&ed  the  perpetrator 
of  it  to  fuch  accumulated  danger,  anxiety  and  diftrefs, 
how  atrocious  in  the  fight  of  God  muft  wilful  murder 
be  ?  And  how  facred,  in  the  fight  of  man,  ought  to  be 
the  lire  of  his  brother,  and  every  thing  relating  to  its 
prefervation  and  comfort,  his  health,  his  peace,  his 
reputation  ?  To  attack  him  in  any  of  thefe  refpefts,  is 
to  level  a  blow  at  his  head,  or,  where  he  feels  more 
fenfibly  ftill,  at  his  heart. 

Let  us  review  this  laft  of  this  Mofaic  inftitutions,  and 
mark  its  reference  to  a  clearer  and  more  explicit  dil- 

penfation  : 
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penfation  :  for  it  too  is  evidently  “  a  fhadow  of  good 
things  to  come/5 

^ — The  flying  “  manflayer”  is  an  affe&ing  reprefent- 
ation  of  what  every  man  is  by  nature  and  by  wicked 
works ;  an  unhappy  creature,  who  has  offended 
againfl  his  brother,  violated  the  laws  of  fociety,  brok¬ 
en  his  own  peace  of  mind,  and  trampled  on  the  di¬ 
vine  authority,  not  only  accidentally  and  unintention¬ 
ally,  but  deliberately,  prefumptuoufly.  His  con- 
fcience,  “like  the  troubled  Tea,”  cannot  reft.  What  he> 
feels  is  dreadful,  what  he  fears  is  infinitely  worfe. 
With  trembling  Cain,  he  apprehends  that  every  one 
who  meeteth  him  will  flay  him  ;  his  multiplied  crimes 
cry  out  of  the  ground  for  vengeance  upon  his  head- 
while  eternal,  inflexible  juftice,  like  “  the  avenger  of 
blood,’*  purfues  him  to  the  death.  To  flee  from,  or 
endure  the  wrath  of  an  offended  God,  is  equally  impof- 
fible.  All  nature  is  up  in  arms  againft  him  ;  he  is  be¬ 
come  a  terror  to  himfelf ;  the  king  of  terrors  aims  his 
fatal  dart,  and  hell  follows  after. 

* — The  “  refuge”  provided  by  this  ftatute  for  the 
unhappy  man  who  had  deftroyed  his  brother,  and 
troubled  his  own  foul,  prefigures  the  remedy  preferr¬ 
ed  by  infinite  wifdom  for  the  recovery  of  a  loft,  per- 
ifhing  world — that  difpenfation  of  Divine  Providence 
in  which  “  mercy  and  truth  are  met  together,  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  peace  have  kitted  each  other.”  Fear 
not,  guilty  creature,  there  is  hope  concerning  thee : 
thou  fhalt  not  die.  The  God  whom  thou  haft  offended, 
even  he,  “  hath  found  out  a  ranfom  he  hath  “  laid 
help  on  One  who  is  mighty  to  fave,  even  to  the  utter- 
moft,  them  who  come  unto  God  through  him.” 
Ceafe  from  the  anxious  inquiry,  “  Who  fhall  afeend 
into  heaven,  to  bring  Chrift  down  from  above  ?  Who 
fhall  defeend  into  the  deep,  to  bring  up  Chrift  again 
from  the  dead  ?”  “  The  word  is  nigh  thee,”  and  in 

this  word  the  Lord  “brings  near  his  righteoufnefs,” 
and  his  falvation.  The  name  of  Jehovah  is  as  a 
ftrong  tower,  whofo  runneth  into  it  is  fafe,  Prophets, 

apoftles, 
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apoftles,  evangelifts,  with  one  accord,  point  to  the 
fan&uary,  faying,  “  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it.” 
"  Turn  ye  to  the  flrong  hold,  ye  prifoners  of  hope.” 

•  a  1  •  t  A  •  ^  a 


Here  is  44  an  high  v/ay” — 44  the  way-faring  men, 
though  fools,  (hall  not  err  therein.”  The  Saviour 
himfelf  proclaims,  44  Look  to  me,  and  be  laved.” 
44  Him  that  cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  caff 


out. 

—The  very  a  ft  of  flying  from  44  the  avenger  of 
blood,’’  argued  a  confcioufnefs  of  criminality,  and  an 
apprehenfion  of  danger  ;  and  the  courfe  directed  to  a 
city  of  refuge,  indicated  a  knowledge  of  its  appoint¬ 
ment,  and  of  the  privileges  pertaining  to  it.  In  this 
we  behold  the  character  of  the  convinced,  penitent 
(inner,  condemned  of  his  own  conscience,  ftripped  of 
every  plea  of  felf-righteoufnefs,  alarmed  with  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  44  the  wrath  to  come,”  encouraged  by  the  dec¬ 
larations  of  the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift,  apprehend¬ 
ing  44  falvation  in  no  other,”  perceiving  no  way  to  es¬ 
cape  but  this,  he  flees  44  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  of  the 
hope  fet  before  him,”  even  to  46  Him  who  is  mighty 
to  lave  ;”  to  that  44  blood  which  fpeaketh  better  things 
than  the  blood  of  Abel to  44  the  Lamb  of  God. 

^  *  j! 

who  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world  faying,  in 
the  words  of  the  pfalmift,  44  O  Lord,  thou  art  my 
refuge  ;  return  unto  thy  reft,  O  my  foul,  for  the  Lord 
hath  dealt  •  bountifully  with  thee.”  44  In  Jehovah 
alone  have  I  righteoufnefs  and  (Length  44  he  alfo  is 
become  my  falvation.” 

d  he  fafety  of  the  manflayer  depended,  not  on  hav¬ 
ing  arrived  at,  but  on  remaining  in  the  city  of  his 
refuge.  To  leave  it  prematurely  was  as  fatal  as  to  be 
overtaken  on  the  way  that  led  to  it.  The  grace  of 
the  gofpel,  in  like  manner,  is  extended,  not  to  him 
who,  convinced  of  fin,  and  trembling  with  apprehen¬ 
fion  of  judgment  to  come,  has  fled  for  refuge,  to  the 
great  Propitiation  for  fin,  but  to  him  who  abideth  in 
Chrift.  As  there  is  a  44  believing  to  the  having  of  the 
foul  fo  there  is  a  44  drawing  back  unto  perdition  :” 


I 

1 
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and  u  no  man  having  put  his  hand  to  the  plough,  and 
looking  back,  is  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  God.”  Hence 
the  folemn  injun&ion  and  warning  of  Chrifl  himfelf, 
cc  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you — if  a  man  abide  not  in 
me,  he  is  caft  forth  as  a  branch,  and  is  withered  :  and 
men  gather  them,  and  caft  them  into  the  fire,  and 
they  are  burned.”  *c  He  that  endureth  unto  the  end, 
the  fame  fhall  be  faved.”  The  great  Apoftle  and 
High-Prieft  of  our  profeflion  lives  forever  ;  there  is 
therefore  “  no  more  going  out.”  “  In  returning  and 
reft  fhall  we  be  faved,  in  quietnefs  and  confidence  fliall. 
be  our  ftrength,” 

—The  fanctuary  provided  and  opened,  equally  for 
the  diftrefted  Ifraelite  and  C6  the  ftranger,”  is  a  happy 
prefiguration  of  the  indifcriminating  mercy,  the  un« 
limited  extenfion  of  the  gofpel  falvation.  **  In  Chrift 
Jefus,  ye  who  fometimes  were  far  off,  are  made  nigh 
by  the  blood  of  Chrift.  For  he  is  our  peace,  who 
hath  made  both  one,  and  hath  broken  down  the  mid¬ 
dle  wall  of  partition  between  us.”  Fie  “  came  and 
preached  peace  to  you  which  were  far  off,  and  to  them 
that  were  nigh  ;  and  through  hini,  we  both  have  an 
accefs  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father.”  The  gofpel  of 
Chrift  is  “  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation,  to  every 
one  that  believeth,  to  the  Jew  firft,  and  alfo  to  the 
Greek.”  It  announces  “  glory,  honour  and  peace 
to  every  man  that  worketh  good,  to  the  Jew  firft,  and 
alfo  to  the  Gentile.”  “  For  there  is  no  refpedt  of 
perfons  with  God.”  Bleffed  difpenfation,  which  hath 
abolifiied  all  invidious  diftinftions  !  “  where  there  is 
neither  Greek  nor  Jew,  circumcifion  nor  uncircumcif- 
ion,  barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  nor  free,  but  Chrift  is 
all,  and  in  all !”  Who  art  thou  then,  O  man,  who 
judged  thy  brother  ?  or  why  doft  thou  let  at  nought 
thy  brother  ?”  He  is  a  man  like  thyfelf,  a  criminal  as 
thou  art  ;  for  him  alfo  Chrift  died,  and  for  his  admif- 
fion,  as  for  thine,  the  door  of  mercy  ftands  open,  the 
city  of  refuge  ftrengthens  its  walls,  expands  its  gates* 

I  conclude 
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I  conclude  with  fuggefting  a  few  hints,  which  wili 
ferve  to  evince  the  glorious  fuperiority  of  the  objeft 
prefigured,  over  the  figure  ;  of  “  the  very  image  of 
the  things,”  above  «  the  fhadow  of  good  things  to 
come.”  "'The  inftitution  under  review  was  a  provifion 
for  one  particular  fpecies  of  oilence  and  difirefs,  and 
for  a  cafe  which  could  occur  but  in  rarer  infhmces. 
Indeed  the  whole  hiftory  of  Ifrael  furniflres  not  a  tin¬ 
gle  one.  But  the  proyifions  of  the  “  better  covenant 
. — eflablilhed  upon  better  promifes,”  extend  to  every 
fpecies,  and  to  every  inftance  of  guilt  and  mifery. 
They  are  made  not  only  for  the  heedlets  and  the  un¬ 
fortunate,  the  weak  and  the  helplels,  but  for  the  ftout- 
hearted  and  prefumptuous,  lor  deliberate  offenders 
and  backfliding  children,  for  the  very  chief  of  tinners. 
Whatever,  O  man,  be  thy  peculiar  “  weight,  and  the 
fin  that  doth  more  eafily  befet  thee  whatever  “  the 
plague  of  thine  heart,”  or  the  error  of  thy  life,  be¬ 
hold  “help  laid  for  thee  on  One  mighty  to  fave.” 
“  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh  away  the  fin 
of  the  w'orld.”  Hear,  and  accept  his  kind  invitation, 
“  Come  to  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden, 
and  I  will  give  you  reft.”  “  Look  to  me,  and  be  fav- 
ed,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.”  “  Him  that  cometh  I 
will  in  no  wife  caff  out.”  The  cities  of  Ifrael  ferved 
as  a  temporary  reprieve  from  a  fentence  of  death, 
which,  though  the  hand  of  the  “  avenger”  was  re- 
ftrained,  the  hand  of  nature  was  fpeedily  to  execute. 
The  manflayer  might  be  overtaken  by  it,  in  the  very- 
city  of  his  refuge.  But  the  believer's  fecurity  under 
the  gofpel  never  fails,  never  terminates.  He  is  “  puff¬ 
ed  from  death  unto  life  ;”  he  “  fhail  never  perifh.” 
“  There  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift 
.Jefus.”  “  Who  lhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of 
God’s  eleft  ?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth  :  who  is  he  that 
condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  died,  yea  rather  that  is 
rifen  again.”  “  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life,  and 
they  lhall  never  perifh,  neither  fhail  any  pluck  them 
©Ut  of  my  hand  :  my  Father  which  gave  them  me  is 

greater 
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greater  than  all,  and  none  is  able  to  pluck  them  out 
of  my  Father’s  hand.”  Under  the  law,  the  death  of 
the  high -pri eft,  the  final  era  of  releafe  to  the  manflay- 
«r  was  an  event  entirely  cafual,  often  diftant,  always 
uncertain.  Under  the  gofpel,  that  death,  which  is 
the  finner  s  deliverance,  the  foul’s  ranfom,  is  an  event 

CZ7  «PKefent’  Per.Petuf11y  producing  its  effeft. 
th  ,  b£°ne  °fenng,  hath  perfected  forever  them 
that  are  fandhfied.  “  This  man,  becaufe  he  contin- 
ueth  ever,  hath  an  unchangeable  priefthood.” 

We  ought,  therefore,  to  give  the  more  earneft 
heed  to  the  things  which  we  have  heard,  left  at  any 
time  we  let  them  flip.”  For  if  the  intentional  mur- 
derer  was  to  be  dragged  from  God’s  altar,  to  fuffer 
the  puniftiment  of  his  crime  5  and  if  the  manflayer, 
who  defpifed  and  neglefted  his  refuge,  fell  a  juft  fac- 
nfice  to  the  refentment  of  “  the  avenger  of  blood  ” 
and  to  his  own  prefumption  and  negled  of  the  me’r- 
cilul  ordinance  of  God  ;  “  how  fliall  we  efcape,  if 
we  neglect  fo  great  falvation  ?”  “  He  that  defpifed 
Moles  s  law  died  without  mercy,  under  two  or  three 
witnefles  :  of  how  much  forer  puniftiment,  fuppofe  ye 
"hall  he  be  thought  worthy,  who  hath  trodden  under 
foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath  counted  the  blood  of 
the  covenant,  wherewith  he  was  fandified,  an  unholy 
t  in g,  and  hath  done  detpite  unto  the  Spirit  of  grace  ?” 
‘‘For  if  we  fin  wilfully,  after  that  we  have  received 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  there  remaineth  no  more 
facrifice  for  fins,  but  a  certain  fearful  looking  for  of 
judgment,  and  fiery  indignation,  which  fhall  devour 
the  adveriariau  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  living  God.”*  “  Seek  ye  the  Lord  while 
he  may  be  found,  call  ye  upon  him  while  he  is  near. 
Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous 
man  his  thoughts  :  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord, 
and  he-  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our  God, 
for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.”!  “  Behold,  now  is 

the 

*  Heb.  x,  28,  29.  2 6,  27.  31. 
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the  accepted  time  j  behold,  now  is  the  day  of  falva- 
tion.”*  “  Return,  ye  backfliding  children,  and  I 
will  heal  your  backflidings ;  behold  we  come  unto 
thee,  for  thou  art  the  Lord  our  God.  Truly  in  vain 
is  falvation  looked  for  from  the  hills,  and  from  the 

•  *  . .  .  _ ms  •  truly  in  the  Lord  our  God 

is  the  falvation  of  Ifrael.”f 


*  2  Cor.  vi.  2.  f  Jer.  lit.  22,  23, 
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DEUTERONOMY  i.  3. 

And  it  came  to  pafs  in  the  fortieth  year,  in  the  eleventh 
month,  on  the  firfi  day  of  the  month,  that  Mofes  fpake 
unto  the  children  of  Ifrael ,  according  unto  all  that  the 
Lord  had  given  him  in  commandment  unto  them. 

“  Where  is  that  thrift,  that  avarice  of  time, 

O  glorious  avarice  !  thought  of  death  infpires  r” 

Young. 

Behold  this  honourable  thrift,  this  glorious  ava¬ 
rice,  exemplified  in  that  molt  amiable  and  excellent 
of  mankind,  Mofes,  the  man  of  God,  who  has  conde- 
fcended  to  be  fo  long  our  inftruclor  and  our  guide. 
He  is  now  in  the  laft  month  of  his  earthly  exiftence ; 
he  is  “  ready  to  be  offered  up  ;  the  time  of  his  de¬ 
parture  is  at  hand and  an  illuftrious  inftance  his 
lad  days  exhibits  of  how  much  may  be  done  in  a  lit¬ 
tle  time.  Within  the  compafs  of  that  month,  that 
little  month,  all  the  words  of  this  book  were  fpoken 
in  the  ears  of  all  Ifrael,  and  were  committed  to  writing. 
The  decree,  the  irreverfible  decree  had  gone  forth, 
he  knew  that  he  muff  die  \  he  therefore  fets  himfelf  to 
redeem  the  time,  and  feeing  his  days  are  now  few, 
not  one  of  them  fliall  be  fpent  in  vain. 


The 
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The  tide  which  carried  him  along  to  the  world  of 
Spirits,  is  flattening  to  finish  our  courfe,  to  add  us  to 
the  number  of  thole  who  were,  but  are  no  more 
Another  month,  a  little  month,  mutt  clofe  our  review 
of  the  life  and  writings  of  Mofes.  A  Still  Shorter  pe¬ 
riod  may  dole  our  worldly  career  j  and  when  we 
part,  it  is  to  meet  no  more,  till  “  the  dead,  fmall  and 
great,  ftand  before  God.”  Let  us  then  Seize  the 
moments  as  they  fly,  and  redeem  our  time.  Let  us 
drink  into  the  fpirit  of  Mofes,  and  learn  of  him  how 
to  live,  and  how  to  die. 

We  fee  here  a  man  living  cheerfully,  living  ufeful- 
Jy  to  the  laft.  Two  different  and  indeed  oppofite 
feelings  are  apt  to  betray  men  into  the  fame  practical 
error,  that  of  nnffpending  their  time,  and  negiedtin- 
their  opportunities— the  confidence  of  living  iong  on 
the  one  hand— the  near  proiped  of  death  on  the  oth- 

cr‘  1  r  We  “naS*ne  ^  is  in  our  power  to  do  when 
we  pleafe,  we  are  in  great  danger  of  never  doing  at 

all ;  and  we  feel  the  remorfe  of  occafion  forever  loft 
ere  we  are  well  awake  from  the  dream  of  a  feafon 
continually  at  our  difpofal ;  and  it  is  but  too  common 
when  thus  overtaken,  difconcerted  and  confufed  to 
give  up  our  work  in  defpair.  Having  much  to  do, 
and  the  time  being  Short,  we  fit  down,  and  lament 

tn  /  d°  nothmg-  Preemption  betrays  us 

morrow dlffidCnCe  and  defPondency  deftroy  us  to- 

But  in  the  laft  weeks  of  Mofes ’s  life  we  difeover 
,  i  0  ,the  mdecent  hurry  of  a  man  confcious  of 

lolers  ’  h  £Tr  t0.TPair  h*  He  neither  ™ns  nor 
oiters  ,  but  walks  with  the  fteadinefs  and  dignity  of 

ftr“«*hJs  »  U.  :  who  has  labour 
prefenbed,  and  ability  to  perform  it.  In  his  youth 

e  have  a  pattern  of  generofity,  and  public  fpirit,  and 

wifiMm6’  apd, n'.Catne!s  of  rnind  5  in  his  manhood,  of 

and  nm,  f hSMCe’  °f  Perfe^rance,  of  fidelity  ; 

of  funpr"  !  hlS  °vd  age’  of  oalmnefs,  of  devotion, 

P  JQri  y  to  the  world,  of  heavenly  mindednefs. 

Obferve 
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Obferve  the  excellency  of  his  fpirit,  at  this  period, 
a  little  more  particularly.  He  fet  a  proper  value  upon 
life.  He  defired  its  continuance,  with  the  feelings 
natural  to  a  man,  he  prized  it  as  the  gift  of  God,  as 
the  precious  feafon  of  aCting  for  God,  of  obferving 
and  improving  the  ways  of  his  providence,  of  doing 
good  to  men,  of  preparation  for  eternity.  He  prayed 
for  its  prolongation,  without  fearing  its  end  ;  and  he 
thereby  reproves  that  ralhnefs  which  expofes  life  to 
unnecefiary  danger,  that  intemperance  which  waftes 
and  fhortens,  that  indolence  and  liftlefsnefs  which 
dilfipate  it ;  and  that  vice  and  impiety  which  clothe 
death  with  terror. 

In  Mofes  we  have  a  bright  example  of  genuine 
patriotifm.  That  moll  refpeCtable  quality  appeared 
in  him  early,  and  fhone  moft  confpicuoufly  at  the  laft. 
“  When  he  was  come  to  years,  he  refufed  to  be  call¬ 
ed  the  fon  of  Pharaoh’s  daughter :  choofmg  rather 
to  fuller  affliction  with  the  people  of  God,  than  to  en¬ 
joy  the  pleafures  of  fin  for  a  feafon.”  *  For  Ifrael’s 
fake  he  was  willing  to  encounter  a  thoufand  dan¬ 
gers,  to  endure  a  thoufand  hnrdfhips.  For  them  he 
braved  the  wrath  of  a  king,  facrificed  his  eafe,  con- 
fented  to  be  blotted  out  of  God  s  book.  For  them 
he  laboured,  faffed,  prayed ;  in  their  fervice  was  his 
life  fpent,  and  his  dying  breath  was  poured  out  in 
pronouncing  bleflings  upon  them.  If  it  went  well 
with  Ifrael,  no  matter  what  became  of  himfelf.  Their 
unkindnefs  and  ingratitude  excited  no  refentment  in 
his  breaft.  When  they  rebelled  he  was  grieved,  when 
they  were  threatened  he  trembled,  when  they  fuffered 
he  bled,  when  they  were  healed  he  lejoiced.  O  how 
his  temper  and  conduct  reprove  that  pride,  which 
perpetually  aims  at  aggrandizing  itfelf,  which  muff 
have  every  thing  bend  and  yield  to  it,  w'hich  is  ready 
to  facrifice  thoufands  to  its  own  humour  or  advantage  5 
that  feififhnefs  which  grafps  all,  fets  every  thing  to 
tale,  and  refufes  to  be  alhamed. 
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The  generofity  and  difmtereftednefs  of  Mofes  emi¬ 
nently  adorned  the  dole  of  his  life.  He  was  a  fa¬ 
ther,  and  had  all  the  feelings  of  that  tender  relation. 
It  was  natural  for  him  to  wifh  and  expert  that  his  fons 
fhould  be  diftinguifhed  after  his  death,  fhould  be  the 
heirs  of  his  honour,  fhould  fucceed  to  his  authority. 
An  ordinary  man  would  have  been  difpofed  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  power  which  he  poffefTed  to  build  up,  to  en¬ 
rich,  to  ennoble  his  own  family  :  but  the  will  of  God 
was  declared.  Jofliua  was  the  choice  of  Heaven  ; 
Jofhua  his  fervant,  one  of  another  family,  another 
tribe.  In  the  appointment  Mofes  rejoices*  he  adopts 
Jofliua  as  his  fon,  as  his  affociate  ;  fees  him  rife  with 
complacency,  puts  his  honour  upon  him :  and  there¬ 
by  expofes  to  fhame  that  littlenefs  of  foul  which  envi- 
oully  repreffes  rifing  merit,  that  vice  of  age  which  can 
difcern  nothing  wife  and  good  in  the  young  ;  that 
tenacioufnefs  of  power  which  would  communicate  no 
advantage  with  another. 

What  anxiety  does  the  good  man  difcover  that  If- 
rael  fhould  ad  wifely,  and  go  on  profperoufly  af-‘ 
ter  his  death  !  There  is  no  end  to  his  admonitions  and 
inflrucfions.  By  word,  by  writing,  by  infmuation,  by 
authority,  in  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs,  of  love,  of  parent¬ 
al  care,  he  cautions,  he  warns,  he  remonftrates.  Men 
naturally  love  to  be  miffed,  to  be  inquired  after,  to  be 
longed  for  ;  but  it  was  the  delight  of  Mofes  in  his  de¬ 
parting  moments,  that  his  place  was  already  fupplied, 
that  the  congregation  would  not  mifs  their  leader, 
that  Jofliua  fhould  happily  acconiplifli  what  he  had 
happily  begun.  Selfifh  men  enjoy  the  profpeft  of  the 
dilorder  and  mifchief  which  their  departure  may  occa- 
fion.  Mofes  forefaw  the  revolt  of  Ilrael  after  his  de- 
ceaie,  and  it  was  the  grief  and  bitternefs  of  his  heart. 

In  Moles  we  have  an  inflrudfive  inflance  of  that 
continuance  in  well-doing,  that  perfeverance  unto  the 
end,  wdiich  finds  a  duty  for  every  day,  for  every  hour  ; 
which  accounts  nothing  done  fo  long  as  any  thin<T  re¬ 
mains  to  be  done,  wdiich  cheerfullv  fpends  and  is 
VoL'  F  fpem 
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fpent  for  the  fervice  of  God,  and  the  good  of  man¬ 
kind.  Age  is  ready  to  put  in  its  claim,  when  honour 
is  expected,  and  advantage  to  be  reaped  ;  and  is  as 
ready  to  plead  its  exemption  when  fervice  is  required, 
danger  is  to  be  encountered,  and  hardfhip  undergone. 
But  while  Mofes  difcovers  the  utmod  readinefs  to  lhare 
\vith  another  the  emolument  and  the  refpeCt  of  his 
office,  the  trouble  and  fatigue  of  it  he  with  equal 
cheerfulnefs  undertakes  and  fupports  to  the  very  lad. 

In  the  whole  of  his  temper  and  conduct,  we  have 
an  enfample  which  at  once  admonifhes,  reproves  and 
encourages  us.  May  we  not,  after  confidering  the 
noble  and  excellent  fpirit  he  difcovered  through  the 
courfe  and  at  the  clofe  of  life,  contemplate  the  proba¬ 
ble  (late  of  his  mind  in  reviewing  the  paft,  and  furvey- 
ing  the  profpeCt  before  him  :  both  affording  unfpeak- 
able  comfort,  but  neither  wholly  exempted  from 
pain. 

Pleafantit  muft  have  been  to  reflect,  r.  On  his  mi¬ 
raculous  prefervation  in  infancy.  “  To  what  dangers 
was  I  then  expofed  ?  Doomed  to  perifh  by  the  fword 
from  my  mother’s  womb.  Concealed  by  fond  pa¬ 
rents  for  three  months  at  the  peril  of  their  life,  as 
well  as  my  own.  Committed  at  length  to  the  merci- 
lefs  dream,  a  prey  to  manifold  death — the  roaring 
tide,  hunger,  the  monders  of  the  river,  contending 
which  ffiould  dedroy  me.  But  I  was  precious  in  the 
fight  of  God.  No  plague  came  nigh  me  ;  no  evil  be- 
fel  me.  The  daughter  of  the  tyrant  faved  me  from 
the  rage  of  the  tyrant.  The  houfe  of  Pharaoh  be¬ 
came  my  fan&uary.  The  munificence  of  a  princefs 
recompenfed  the  offices  of  maternal  tendernefs.  I 
knew  not  then  to  whom  I  was  indebted  for  protection, 
from  what  fource  my  comforts  flowed  :  let  age  and 
confcioufnefs  acknowledge  with  wonder  and  gratitude 
the  benefits  conferred  on  infant  helplefsnefs  and  infir¬ 
mity  ;  let  my  dying  breath  utter  his  praife,  who 
preferved  me  from  periffiing  as  foon  as  I  began  to 
breathe.5’ 

2.  May 
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2.  May  we  not  fuppofe  the  holy  man  of  God,  by 
an  eafy  tranfition,  palling  on  to  meditate  on  deliver¬ 
ance  from  ftill  greater  danger,  danger  that  threatened 
his  moral  life — the  fnares  of  a  court  ?  “  Flattered  and 
carefled  as  the  fon  of  Pharaoh' s  daughter,  brought  up  in 
all  the  learning  of  the  Egyptians ,  having  all  the  treafures 
in  Egypt  at  my  command,  at  an  age  when  the  paflions, 
which  war  againjl  the  foul ,  are  all  afloat — what  rifle 
did  I  run  of  forgetting  myfelf,  of  forgetting  my  peo¬ 
ple,  of  forgetting  my  God  ?  But  the  grace  of  the 
Moft  High  prevented  me.  I  endured  as  feeing  him  who 
is  invifble.  I  refufed  to  be  called  the  fon  of  Pharaoh's 
daughter .  I  was  not  alhamed  to  be  known  for  a  fon 
of  Ifrael.  I  went  out  to fee  the  burdens  of  my  brethren, 

I  had  compaffion  on  them,  and  comforted  them  ;  not 
fearing  the  wrath  of  a  king ,  I  fmote  him  that  did  the  wrong , 
and  faved  the  opprefled.  1  chofe  rather  to  fuff  'er  afflic¬ 
tion  with  the  people  of  God ,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of 
fin  for  a  feafon .  I  eft e erne d  the  reproach  of  Chri/i  greater 
riches  than  the  treafures  in  Egypt.  To  God  I  commit¬ 
ted  myfelf ;  and  my  virtue,  my  religion,  my  honour, 
my  inward  peace  were  preferved.5* 

3-  What  fatisfa&ion  muft  it  have  yielded  Mofes  in 
reviewing  his  life,  to  reflect  on  his  having  been  made 
the  honoured  inftrument,  in  the  hand  of  Providence, 
for  effe&ing  the  deliverance  of  an  opprefled  people  ? 

<c  I  found  Ifrael  labouring,  groaning,  expiring  in  the 
furnace.  I  beheld  the  tears  of  them  that  were  oppreffed , 
and  they  had  no  comforter  ;  and  on  the  fide  of  their  oppref 
fors  there  was  power ,  but  they  had  no  comforter.  Their 
cry  reached  heaven.  He  who  made  them  had  mercy 
upon  them.  He  was  pleafed  to  choofe  me  out  of  all 
the  myriads  of  Ifrael,  to  bring  them  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt,  out  of  the  houfe  of  bondage.  He  taught  my  flam- 
mering  tongue  to  fpeak  plainly.  He  faid  to  my  fear¬ 
ful  heart ,  Be  flrong.  He  armed  me  with  his  potent 
rod  ;  and  fubjected  the  powers  of  nature  to  my  com- 
-mand.  The  oppreflor  was  crufhed  in  his  turn,  and 
the  oppreifed  went  out  free,  full  and  triumphant. 

F  2  And 
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And  to  me,  even  unto  me,  it  was  given  to  conduct 
this  great,  difficult,  dangerous,  glorious  enterprife  ; 
and  Heaven  crowned  it  with  fucbefs.” 


4.  How  pleafing  to  refleCt  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
had  employed  him  to  communicate  fo  much  valuable 
knowledge  to  mankind  !  “  To  me  was  this  grace  given, 
to  trace  nature  up  to  its  fource  ;  to  afcend  from  font 
to  father,  up  to  the  general  parent  of  the  human 
race  ;  to  refcue  from  oblivion  the  ages  beyond  the 
flood,  and  to  refcue  departed  worth  from  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  grave.  By  me  thefe  venerable  men,  though 
dead,  fpeak  and  inftruCt  the  world.  By  me  the  be¬ 
ing  and  perfections,  the  works  and  ways,  the  laws  and 
defigns  of  the  great  Supreme  (land  unfolded ;  the 
plan  and  progrefs  of  his  providence,  the  fyftem  of  na¬ 
ture,  the  dilpenfation  of  grace.  To  my  writings 
fliall  ages  and  generations  refort  for  the  knowledge  of 
events  pa ft,  and  for  the  promifes  and  predictions  of 
greater  events  yet  to  come.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord 

J'pake  by  me0  and  his  word  was  in  my  tongue ,  and  the  word 
of  the  Lord  endureth  forever d9 

5.  What  delight  muft  it  have  afforded,  in  review¬ 
ing  the  paft,  to  revive  the  memory  of  communion 
with  God,  of  exalted  intercourfe  with  the  Father  of 
fpirits  !  Bleffed  retirement  from  the  noife  of  the 
world  and  the  ftrife  of  tongues  ;  folitude  infinitely 


more  delicious  than  all  fociety  !  Wildernefs  of  Horeb, 
fchool  of  wifdom,  fcene  of  calm  and  unmixed  joy,  in 
thee  I  learned  to  commune  with  my  own  heart,  for¬ 
got  the  fenfual,  unlatisfying  delights  of  Egypt,  obferv- 
ed  the  odories  of  nature,  contemplated  the  wonders  of 
providence,  enjoyed  the  vifions  of  the  Almighty! 
Happy  days,  when  I  tended  the  flocks  of  Jethro,  obey¬ 
ed  the  dictates  of  infpiration,  and  converfed  with  my 
heavenly  Father,  as  a  man  with  his  friend  !  1  faw  him 
in  flaming;  vet  unconfumina  fire,  I  heard  his  voice 
from  the  midft  of  the  burning  bufli,  my  feet  flood  up¬ 
on  holv  around.  And  thou,  facred  fummit  of  Sinai, 
where  the  Molt  High  imparted  to  me  the  counfels  of 

his 


Lect.  VL 


Hifto  ry  of  Mofcs .  yy 

his  will  ;  fupernaturally  fuftained  the  feeble,  mortal 
frame  .;  irradiated  my  ioul  with  the  communications 
of  his  love,  and  my  countenance  with  beams  of  light ; 
how  can  1  forget  thee,  and  the  forty  hallowed  days 
paffed  on  thee,  in  converfe  more  fublime  than  ever 
before  fell  to  the  lot  of  humanity !  To  th£e,  facred 
ftructure,  reared  according  to  the  pattern  Ihewed  me 
in  the  mount,  to  thee  I  look  in  rapturous  recollec¬ 
tion  !  Thou  went  my  refuge  in  the  hour  of  danger. 
In  thee  the  affu ranees  of  divine  favour  and  fupport, 
compenfated,  extinguifhed  the  unkindnefs  of  man. 
How  often  haft  thou  been  to  me  a  heaven  upon  earth  !” 

— But  a  retrofpe&ive  view  of  life  mu  ft  have  pre- 
fented  to  Mofes  many  objects  painful  and  humiliating  ; 
and  bitter  recollections  muft  have  mingled  themfelves 
with  the  fvveet.  The  repeated  defections  of  a  ftiff- 
necked  and  gainfaying  people,  whom  no  kindnefs 
could  melt,  no  threatenings  deter,  no  promife  animate, 
no  calamity  fubdue  :  a  people  who  had  requited  the 
care  of  Heaven  with  reiterated,  unprovoked  rebellions; 
and  his  own  labours  of  love,  with  hatred,  infult  and 
ingratitude.  Painful  it  muft  have  been  to  think, 
that  he  had  furvived  a  whole  people,  endeared  to  him 
by  every  ftrong,  by  every  tender  tie  :  that  he  had 
been  gradually  dying  for  forty  years  together,  in  a 
condemned,  devoted  race,  which  melted  away  before 
his  eyes  in  the  wildernefs  :  that  with  his  own  hand  he 
had  ftripped  Aaron  his  brother  of  his  pontifical  gar¬ 
ments,  and  doled  his  eyes.  Painful  to  relied  on  his 
own  errors  and  imperfections— diis  criminal  negleCt 
of  God’s  covenant,  which  had  nearly  coft  him  his 
life  :  his  finful  delay  and  reluctance  to  accept  the  di¬ 
vine  commiffion  appointing  him  the  deliverer  of  lira- 
el  ;  the  haftinefs  of  his  fpirit  in  defacing  the  work  of 
God,  by  Gaming  the  tables  oi  the  law  to  the  ground, 
and  breaking  them  in  pieces  ;  the  impatience^  of  his 
temper,  the  unadvifednefs  of  his  lips,  the  unguarded* 
neis  of  his  conduct,  at  the  waters  of  ftrife,  which 

drew  down  difpleafure  on  his  head,  and  irreverfibly 
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doomed  it  to  death.  This  uneafy  retrofped:  would 
naturally  lead  to  profpedts  as  uneafy  and  diftrefling— 
The  tune  of  his  departure  is  at  hand  ;  the  body  muft 
fpeedily  be  diffolved,  and  the  duft  return  to  the  earth  as 
it  was .  Againft  his  admiffion  Canaan  is  fenced  as 
with  a  wall  of  fire,  and  a  diftant  glimpfe  muft  fupply 
the  room  of  poffeffion,  and  another  muft  finifti  his 
work.  Beftdes  the  natural  horror  of  death,  there  was 
mingled  in  that  bitter  cup  a  particular  fenfe  of  perfon- 
al  offence  and  fatherly  difpleafure  as  infliffing  it.  Ifra- 
el  too,  he  forefaw,  would  after  his  deceafe  revolt  more 
and  more,  and  call  down  the  judgments  of  Heaven, 
and  forfeit  the  promifed  inheritance— and  this  was  to 
him  the  bitternefs  of  death. 

But  by  what  brighter  profpefts  was  this  gloom  re¬ 
lieved,  and  the  darknefs  of  the  valley  of  the  fhadow 
of  death  illuminated !  He  faw  the  promife  of  God 
haftening  to  its  accomplifhment.  The  u  land  flowing 
with  milk  and  honey55  was  fully  in  view.  The  time, 
the  fet  time  was  now  come  ;  and  what  powers  of  na¬ 
ture  could  prevent  the  purpofe  of  Heaven  from  taking 
effect  ?  cc  O  Lord,  thou  art  faithful  and  true  ;  Do  now 
as  thou  haft  faid .55  Lord ,  now  lettefl  thou  thy  fervant 
depart  in  peace ,  according  to  thy  word ,  for  mine  eyes  have 
feen  thy  falvation .  I  have  fought  a  good  fight ,  1  have 
firdfhed  my  courfe ,  I  have  kept  the  faith .  My  mafter  is 
difmiffing  me  from  painful  fervice  ;  I  fhall  reft  from 
my  labours ;  I  fhall  receive  the  crown.  I  am  paffing 
from  the  imperfect,  interrupted  communion  of  an 
earthly  fan&uary,  to  the  pure,  exalted,  uninterrupted, 
everlafting  communications  of  the  heavenly  ftate.  I 
fhall  fee  God  as  he  is.  I  fhall  be  changed  into  the  fame 
image.  I  fhall  be  ever  with  the  Lord.  I  fhall  fhine  in 
his  likenefs.  I  fhall  be  added,  united  to  the  affembly 
of  the  faithful  ;  to  the  venerable  men  of  whom  I 
wrote,  to  Abel  the  firft  martyr  to  the  truth,  to  Enoch, 
who  walked  with  God ,  to  Noah,  the  preacher  of  right - 
eoufnefs ,  to  Abraham,  who  believed ,  and  was  called  the 
frie  nd  of  God ,  to  Jofeph,  whole  bones  are  now  at  length 
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to  reft  in  the  land  of  promife,  to  Aaron,  my  brother, 
by  nature,  by  affection,  in  offence,  in  hope.  With 
the  natural  eye  I  behold  the  fertile  plains  of  an  earthly 
Canaan :  but  by  the  eye  of  faith  I  defcry  another  country , 
that  is  an  heavenly  ;  watered  with  the  pure  river  of  the 
water  of  life,  where  grow  the  trees  of  life,  whofe  leaves 
are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations  :  where  there  is  no  more 
death.  My  brethren,  I  die,  but  God  will  furely  vifit  you. 
There  Jhall  come  a  Star  out  of  "Jacob ,  and  a  Sceptre  Jhall 
rife  out  of  Jfrael ,  and  unto  him  Jhall  the  gathering  of  the 
people  be,  The  Lord  thy  God  will  raife  up  unto  thee  a 
Prophet^  from  the  midft  of  thee ,  of  thy  brethren ,  like  unto 
me  ;  unto  him  Jhall  ye  hearken .  In  the  Lord  Jhall  all 
the  feed  of  Ifrael  be  jujlified)  and  Jhall  glory .  In  Abra¬ 
ham’s  feed  Jhall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  blejfed , 
Mortality  is  fwallowed  up  of  life  ;  O  death,  where  is 
thy  fting  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  viftory  ?  Thanks 
be  to  God,  who  giveth  us  the  vi&ory.” 

— “  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let 
my  laft  end  be  like  his.”  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and 
behold  the  upright  :  for  the  end  of  that  man  is 
peace.” 
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LECTURE  VII. 

DEUTERONOMY  XXxi.  1— -7. 

And  Mofes  went  and  fake  thefe  words  unto  all  IfraeL 
And  he  j aid  unto  them ,  /  am  an  hundred  and  twenty 
years  old  this  day  :  I  can  no  more  go  out  and  come  in  : 
alfo  the  Lord  hath  faid  unto  me ,  Thou  J halt  not  go  over 
this  Jordan .  The  Lord  thy  God ,  he  will  go  over  be¬ 

fore  thee ,  and  he  will  dejlroy  thefe  nations  from  before 
thee ,  and  thou  Jhalt  pojefs  them  :  and  JoJhua ,  he  fall 
go  over  before  thee ,  as  the  Lord  hath  faid. 

r'n 

1  HE  !aft  words  and  the  laft  actions  of  eminent  men 
are  remembered,  repeated,  recorded  with  a  mournful 
pleafure.  We  liken  with  peculiar  attention  to  thofe 
lips,  which  are  to  ipeak  to  us  no  more :  and  the  man, 
and  the  words,  which  we  neglected,  while  there  was  a 
profpedt  of  their  continuing  longer  with  us,  we  prize, 
we  cleave  to,  and  with  to  retain,  when  they  are  about 
to  be  taken  away  from  us.  Indeed  we  difcover  the 
value  of  nothing,  till  we  are  threatened  with,  or  feel 
the  want  of  it ;  and  we  awake  to  a  fenfe  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  which  we  have  poffefled,  by  the  bitter  reflection 
that  it  is  gone  from  us  forever. 

Farewel  addrelfes  ferve  to  roufe  both  the  fpeaker 
and  the  hearers.  He  is  led  to  weigh  well  thofe  words 
which  he  is  to  have  no  future  opportunity  of  altering 

or 
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or  amending.  His  eyes,  his  voice,  his  turn  of  thought, 
his  expreffion,  all  will  be  influenced  by  the  folemnity 
of  his  fituation  ;  and  what  he  feels,  he  will  certainly 
communicate  to  others.  Wherefore  is  not  every  ad- 
drefs  confidered  in  this  light ;  as  a  laft,  farewel,  dy¬ 
ing  fpeech  ?  It  may  be  fo  in  truth  ;  and  if  it  were 
known  to  be  fo,  would  qur  attention  be  fo  diftra&ed, 
our  fpirit  fo  carelefs ;  would  our  language  be  thus 
cold,  our  zeal  thus  languid  ?  Attend,  my  dear  friends, 
and  fellow  mortals.  This  is,  beyond  all  controverfy, 
to  fome  of  11s  the  laft  opportunity  of  the  kind.  The 
found  of  this  voice  fti.all  neyer  again  meet  all  thofe 
ears  in  one  place.  It  may  be  forever  filenced  ;  each 
of  them  may  be  forever  clofed ;  and  the  ordinary  tide 
of  human  affairs  rnuft  certainly  fcatter,  this  night,  per- 
fons  who  are  never  more  to  re-aflemble,  till  that  day 
when  the  whole  human  race  iliall  be  gathered  together 
in  one  great  multitude. 

We  are  come  hither  to  ponder  thy  dying  words,  Q 
Mofes,  and  to  gird  up  our  loins,  and  follow  thee. 

This  whole  book  may  be  confidered  as  a  feries  of 
powerful,  pathetic  and  tender  addreffes,  delivered  at 
different  times,  within  the  compafs  of  the  laft  month 
of  his  life,  by  Mofes  to  Ifrael,  in  the  near  and  certain 
profpect  of  dftfolution.  Art  has  attempted  to  divide 
it  into  fo  many  feveral  diftindl  heads,  or  branches, 
forming  together  a  complete  body  of  inftruclion, 
wonderfully  adapted  to  the  occafion,  and  powerfully 
enforced  upon  the  minds  of  the  hearers  by  the  death 
of  their  teacher,  which  immediately  followed. 

The  firft  great  branch,  is  a  fuccinfl:  and  animated 
hiftorical  detail  of  the  conduct  of  the  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  towards  them  and  their  fathers,  during  the  laft 
forty  years,  commencing  with  their  departure  out  of 
Horeb,  and  containing  an  account  of  their  fucceflive 
piovements  and  encampings.  A  recapitulation  of  the 
recent  events  of  their  own  lives,  and  of  what  had  be¬ 
fallen  their  immediate  predeceflbrs,  was  obvioufiy  cal¬ 
culated  to  excite  emotions  fuitable  to  their  prefent 

condition. 
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condition.  A  complete  generation  of  men  had  melt¬ 
ed  away  before  their  eyes  under  the  divine  difpleafure  ! 
Every  removal,  every  encampment  was  marked  by 
the  death  of  multitudes,  who  had  fallen  not  by  the 
fword  of  the  enemy,  but  were  cut  off  by  the  flaming 
fword  of  divine  juflice,  and  were  not  fuffered  to  enter 
into  the  land  promifed  to  their  fathers,  “  becaufe  of 
unbelief.15 

They  faw  in  this  at  once  the  mercy  and  faithfulnefs, 
the  juftice  and  feverity  of  God.  Ifrael  was  ftill  pre- 
ferved,  but  every  Angle  offender  had  died  the  death. 
The  covenant  made  with  Abraham  and  his  feed  flood 
firm,  though  they  were  threatened  with  utter  exter¬ 
mination  in  Egypt,  and  were  adtually  exterminated  in 
the  wildernefs.  The  poffeflion  of  Canaan  was  made 
fure  to  that  chofen  race,  but  not  one  of  the  murmur- 
ers  at  Kadefhbarnea  was  permitted  to  furvive  the 
threatened  deftrudtion.  By  an  example  that  came  fo 
clofely  home  to  the  bread:  and  bofom  of  every  man, 
all  were  admonifhed  of  the  abfolute  fecurity,  and  in¬ 
fallible  fuccefs  of  trufting  in  God,  and  of  following  the 
leadings  of  his  providence  \  all  were  warned  of  the 
guilt  and  danger  of  difobedience  and  diflrufl. 

We  fee  in  this  the  reafon  why  fo  great  a  proportion 
of  the  facred  oracles  are  delivered  in  the  form  of  hif- 
tory.  A  faft  makes  its  way  dire&ly  to  the  heart,  is 
eafily  remembered,  and  readily  applied.  It  requires 
depth  of  underftanding  and  clofenefs  of  attention  to 
comprehend  a  doctrine,  and  to  draw  the  proper  infer¬ 
ences  from  it  ;  but  “  the  wayfaring  man,  though  a 
fool,”  can  difcern  the  meaning,  and  feels  the  force  of 
a  plain  tale  of  truth,  and  the  recolleftion  of  yefterday 
becomes  a  leflon  of  condutt  for  to  day. 

2dly.  This  valedictory  addrefs  of  Mofes  confifts  of 
a  recapitulation  of  the  laws  moral,  ceremonial,  politi¬ 
cal  and  military,  which  he  had  already  delivered  to 
them  in  the  name  of  God.  On  this  account,  the  di- 
vifion  of  the  Pentateuch  under  confideration,  has  ob¬ 
tained  the  name  of  Mifchna  Thora ,  tranflated  by  the 
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Seventy  ;  Deuteronomy ,  that  is,  the  fecond  law ,  or  a 
repetition  of  the  law.  The  men  were  dead  who  heard 
the  voice  of  God  fpeaking  thele  tremendous  words 
from  Sinai.  The  men  of  the  prefent  generation  were 
unborn,  or  but  emerging  from  childhood,  when  that 
fiery  difpenfation  was  given  :  but  its  obligation  was 
eternal  and  unchangeable.  Providence  therefore  di~ 
reeled  it  to  be  rehearfed  aloud  in  the  ears  of  the  gen. 
eration  following,  by  the  voice  of  a  dying  man,  and  to 
be  by  him  left  recorded  in  lading  characters,  for  the 
inftruCtion  of  every  future  age.  What  was  local  and 
temporary  of  this  difpenfation  has  paffed  away  :  what 
was  immutable  and  univ'crfal,  remains  in  all  its  force 
and  importance  ;  and  fhall  continue,  though  heaven 
and  earth  were  diffolved. 

There  is  one  law  which  Mofes,  in  the  profpeCt  of 
death,  preffes  with  peculiar  earnefinefs,  as  he  knew  it 
to  be  of  fpecial  importance,  and  was  but  too  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  violent,  the  almoft  irrefiftible  pro- 
penfity  of  his  auditory  to  infringe  it- — the  law  which 
prohibited  and  proferibed  idolatry,  that  crime  of  com¬ 
plex  enormity,  againft  which  the  voice  of  the  Eternal 
had  uttered  lb  many  thunders,  and  which  had  brought 
on  Ifrael  fo  many  grievous  plagues.  Nothing  can  be 
more  energetical  than  the  exprellions  he  employs  to 
expofe  the  guilt  and  danger  of  this  offence  againft  God  \ 
nothing  more  dreadful  than  the  judgments  which  he 
denounces  againft  thofe  who  fhould  contract  it  them- 
felves,  or  prefume  to  decoy  others  into  that  odious 
practice.  He  leaves  them  deftitute  of  every  thing  like 
a  pretext  for  following  the  nations  in  this  impiety  and 
abfurdity,  by  calling  to  the  recollection  of  thofe  who 
were  witneffes  of  the  awful  feene,  and  urging  upon  the 
confciences  of  thofe  who  were  fince  born, 44  that  there 
was  no  manner  of  fimilitude  on  the  day  that  the  Lord 
fpake  unto  you  in  Horeb,  out  of  the  midft  of  the 
fire  that  therefore  to  pretend  to  imitate  what  nev¬ 
er  was  feen,  what  cannot  be  feen,  was  at  once  ridicu¬ 
lous 
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iOUo  folly,  and  daring,  impious  prefumption.  He  fol- 
emnly  enjoins,  that  the  tendered;  and  molt  refpectable 
ties  of  nature  be  disregarded  in  the  cafe  of  thole  who 
fhouia  dare  to  fet  the  example  of  violating  the  divine 
will  in  this  refpefl: ;  that  the  molt  intimate  friends  and 
nearelt  lelations  Ihouid  become  ftrange  and  hateful, 
if  they  prefumed,  by  precept  or  by  practice,  to  coun¬ 
tenance  tiiis  tranfgrefiion.  His  own  emphatic  lan¬ 
guage  Will  beit  exp  refs  his  meaning,  and  fliew  with 
what  oppreffive  weight  the  fubjeft  lay  upon  his  heart. 

If  thy  brother,  the  fon  of  thy  mother,  or  thy  Son,  or 
thy  daughter,  or  the  wife  of  thy  bofom,  or  thy  friend, 
which  is  as  thine  own  loul,  entice  thee  fecretly,  fay¬ 
ing.  Let  us  go  and  ferve  other  gods,  (which  thou  haft 
not  iviiown,  thou  nor  thy  fathers  ;  namely,  of  the  gods 
of  the  people  which  are  round  about  you,  nigh  un- 
iO  tiiee,  or  far  oft  from  thee,  from  the  one  end  of  the 
earth  even  unto  the  other  end  of  the  earth)  thou  £halt 
not  content  unto  him,  nor  hearken  unto  him  ;  neither 
fhall  thine  eye  pity  him,  neither  fhalt  thou  fpare,  nei- 
thei  fhalt  thou  conceal  him.  But  thou  fhak  furely 
Kill  hun  ,  thine  hand  fhall  be  firft  upon  him  to  put 
him  to  death,  and  afterwards  the  hand  of  all  the  peo¬ 
ple.  And  thou  fhalt  ftone  him  with  ftones,  that  he 
die  ;  becaufe  he  hath  fought  to  thruft  thee  away  from 
the  Lord  thy  God,  which  brought  thee  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt,  from  the  houfe  of  bondage.  And  all  Brae! 
fhall  hear,  and  fear,  and  fliail  do  no  more  any  fuch 
wickedneis  as  tins  is,  among  you.5>  #  And  again, 
k<  E  there  be  found  among  you  within  any  of  thy  gates 
which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee,  man  or  woman 
that  hath  wrought  wickednefs  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord 
thy  God,  in  tranfgreffing  his  covenant,  and  hath  gone 
and  Served  other  gods,  and  worfhipped  them,  either 
the  fun,  or  moon,  or  any  of  the  holt  of  heaven,  which 
l  have  not  commanded  ;  and  it  be  told  thee,  and  thou 
halt  heard  of  it,  and  inquired  diligently,  and  behold, 

thing  certain,  that  fuch  abomina¬ 
tion 


rt  frue,  and  th 


Ai_ 


*  Bent.  x;ii.  6 — -n. 


Lect.  VII, 


Hi/lory  of  Mofes -  85 

tion  is  wrought  in  Ifrael  :  then  (halt  thou  bring  forth'' 
that  man,  or  that  woman  (which  have  committed  that 
wicked  thing)  unto  thy  gates,  even  that  man,  or  that 
woman,  and  fhalt  done  them  with  Hones,  till  they  die. 
At  the  mouth  of  two  witneffes,  or  three  witneffes, 
ihall  he  that  is  worthy  of  death,  be  put  to  death  ;  but 
at  the  mouth  of  one  witnefs  he  Ihall  not  be  put  to 
death.  The  hands  of  the  witneffes  ffiall  be  firlt  upon 
him  to  put  him  to  death,  and  afterward  the  hands  of 
all  the  people  :  fo  thou  fhalt  put  the  evil  away  from 
among  you  A* 

Did  we  not  know,  that  “  the  heart  is  deceitful  above 
all  things,  and  defperately  wicked  did  wre  not  know, 
by  fatal  experience,  that  there  is  no  abfurdity  too 
grofs  for  men  to  adopt,  no  impiety  too  daring  for 
them  to  commit,  we  fhould  be  adonifhed  to  think 
that  the  enaftment  of  fuch  laws  fhould  ever  have 
been  neceffary  ;  that  having  been  enabled,  there 
fhould  be  occafion  to  explain  and  enforce  them  by  fo 
many  awful  fanftions,  and  that  notwithdanding,  in 
defiance  of  fanclions  fo  formidable,  any  fhould  have 
been  found  bold  enough  to  tranfgrefs. 

gdly.  Mofes  labours  in  this,  his  laft  difcourfe,  to 
eftablifh  the  importance  and  neceflity  of  knowing  the 
divine  law,  and,  for  that  end,  of  making  it  the  fubject 
of  continual  fludy  and  meditation.  Every  fon  of  If¬ 
rael  muff  daily  employ  himfelf  in  the  reading  of  it. 
The  young  muff  not  plead  exemption  on  account  of 
his  youth,  nor  the  old  plead  the  privilege  of  age. 
No  clofenefs  of  application  to  fecular  hufmefs,  no  ea- 
gernefs  to  profecute  a  journey,  no  eminence  of  rank 
and  ftation,  no,  not  the  date  and  neceffary  duties  of 
royalty  itfelf,  mud  pretend  to  claim  a  difpenfation 
from  the  fuperior  obligations  of  the  law  of  the  Mod 
High.  “  Thefe  words,55  fays  he,  cc  which  1  command 
thee  this  day,  fhall  be  in  thine  heart.  And  thou  fhalt 
teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  children,  and  fhalt 
talk  of  them  when  thou  fitted  in  thine  houfe,  and 
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"when  thou  walked  by  the  way,  and  when  thou  lied 
down,  and  when  thou  rifeft  up.  And  thou  fhalt 
bind  them  for  a  fign  upon  thine  hand,  and  they  {hall 
be  as  frontlets  between  thine  eyes.  And  thou  fhalt 
write  them  upon  the  pods  of  thy  houfe,  and  on  thy 
gates.”  *  CG  And  it  dial)  be,”  fpeaking  of  the  duty 
and  office  of  the  king  who  might  hereafter  be  chofen 
to  reign  over  God's  people  of  ifrael,  “  when  he  fitteth 
Upon  the  throne  of  his  kingdom,  that  he  {hall  write 
him  a  copy  of  this  law  in  a  book,  out  of  that  which  is 
before  the  prieds  the  Levites.  And  it  fliall  be  with 
him,  and  he  (hall  read  therein  all  the  days  of  his  life ; 
that  l)e  niay  learn  to  fear  the  Lord  his  God,  to  keep 
all  the  words  of  this  law,  and  thefe  datutes,  to  do 
them  :  that  his  heart  be  not  lifted  up  above  his  breth¬ 
ren,  and  that  he  turn  not  afide  from  the  command¬ 
ment,  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left ;  to  the  end  that 
he  may  prolong  his  days  in  his  kingdom  ;  he,  and  his 
children  in  the  midd  of  IfraelTf 

Some  of  the  Rabbins  accordingly  pretend,  that 
Mofes,  with  his  own  hand,  tranfcribed  thirteen  copies 
or  the  Deuteronomy,  one  for  each  of  the  twelve 
tribes,  and  one  to  be  laid  up  till  the  time  of  electing 
a  king  fhould  arrive,  to  be  given  him  to  tranfcribe 
for  his  private  and  particular  ufe. 

4thly.  Mofes  difplays,  with  fingular  (kill  and  ad* 
drefs,  the  motives  fuggeded  from  their  peculiar  cir* 
cumdances,  to  make  the  law  of  God  the  object  of 
their  veneration,  and  the  rule  of  their  conduct  ;  fuch 
as,  frj'i — Thefe  laws  all  iffue  from  the  love  of  God  as 
their  fource,  and  converge  towards  it  as  their  centre. 
Their  great  aim  and  end  is  to  engage  us  to  love,  with 
fupreme  affeftion,  a  God  who  is  fupremely  amiable 
and  excellent.  And  now,  Ifrael,  what  doth  the 
Lord  thy  God  require  of  thee,  but  to  fear  the  Lord 
thy  God,  to  walk  in  all  his  ways,  and  to  love  him, 
and  to  ferve  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and 
with  all  thy  foul,  to  keep  the  commandments  of  the 

Lord, 
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Lord,  and  his  ftatutes  which  I  command  thee  this  day 
for  thy  good  ?  Behold,  the  heaven,  and  the  heaven  of 
heavens,  is  the  Lord’s  thy  God,  the  earth  alfo,  with 
all  that  therein  is.  Only  the  Lord  had  a  delight  in 
thy  fathers  to  love  them,  and  he  chofe  their  feed  after 
them,  even  you  above  all  people,  as  it  is  this  day.7'* 
A  fetond  motive  to  obedience  is,  that  the  obferv- 
ance  of  the  laws  has  a  native  tendency  to  procure  and 
to  preferve  both  public  and  private  felicity  ;  to  make 
them  refpedtable  in  the  eyes  of  the  nations,  and  there¬ 
by  to  enfure  their  tranquillity.  “  Behold  I  have  taught 
you,”  fays  he,  “  ftatutes  and  judgments,  even  as  the 
Lord  my  God  commanded  me,  that  ye  ftiould  do  fo, 
in  the  land  whither  ye  go  to  poflefs  it.  Keep  there¬ 
fore,  and  do  them,  for  this  is  your  wifdom  and  your 
underftanding  in  the  fight  of  the  nations,  which  fhali 
hear  all  thefe  ftatutes,  and  fay,  Surely  this  great  na¬ 
tion  is  a  wife  and  underftanding  people.  For  what 
nation  is  there  fo  great,  who  hath  God  fo  nigh  unto 
them,  as  the  Lord  our  God  is  in  all  things  that  we 
call  upon  him  for  ?  And  what  nation  is  there  fo  great, 
that  hath  ftatutes  and  judgments  fo  righteous,  as  all 
this  law  which  I  fet  before  you  this  day  ?”f 

Thirdly — The  laws  prefcribed  were  impofed  on  them 
by  a  being  who  had  lavifhed  miracles  of  mercy  and 
goodnefs  upon  them  and  their  fathers,  and  flood  en¬ 
gaged  to  be  a  covenant  God  to  their  pofterity,  to  the 
lateft  generations.  “  For  afk  now  of  the  days  that 
are  paft,  which  were  before  thee,  fince  the  day  that 
God  created  man  upon  the  earth,  and  afk  from  the 
one  fide  of  heaven  unto  the  other,  whether  there  hath 
been  any  fuch  thing  as  this  great  thing  is,  or  hath 
been  heard  like  it  ?  Did  ever  people  hear  the  voice  of 
God  fpeaking  out  of  the  midft  of  the  fire,  as  thou  haft 
heard,  and  live  ?  Or  hath  God  afiayed  to  go  and  take 
him  a  nation  from  the  midft  of  another  nation,  by 
temptations,  by  figns,  and  by  wonders,  and  by  war, 
and  by  a  mighty  hand,  and  by  a  ftretched-out  arm, 

and 

*  Deut.  x.  12 — 15.  f  Deu-t.  iv.  5 — 8. 


1 


83 


01 


o  e$. 


Lect.  VII. 


and  by  great  terrors,  according  to  all  that  the  Lord 
your  God  did  for  you  in  Egypt  before  your  eyes  ? 
Unto  thee  it  was  fliewed,  that  thou  might  eft  know 
that  .the  Lord  he  is  God  ;  there  is  none  elfe  befides 
him.  Out  of  heaven  he  made  thee  to  hear  his  voice, 
that  he  might  inftruft  thee  :  and  upon  earth  he  fhewJ 
ed  thee  his  great  fire,  and  thou  heardeft  his  words  out 
of  the  midft  of  the  fire.”* 

In  a  word,  the  laws  of  Crod  are  in  themfelves  juft 
and  reasonable,  plain  and  intelligible  ;  accommodated 
to  the  nature  and  faculties  of  man,  and  carry  their 
own  wifdorn  and  utility  engraven  on  their  forehead. 
4,4  For  this  commandment  which  I  command  thee  this 
day,  it  is  not  hidden  from  thee,  neither  is  it  far  off- 
It  is  not  in  heaven,  that  thou  ftiouldeft  fay,  Who  fiiall 
go  up  for  us  to  heaven,  and  bring  it  unto  us,  that  we' 
may  hear  it,  and  do  it  ?  Neither  is  it  beyond  the  fea, 
that  thou  ftiouldeft  fay,  Who  (hall  go  over  the  fea  for 
us,  and  bring  it  unto  us,  that  we  may  hear  it  and  do 
it  ?  But  the  word  is  very  nigh  unto  thee,  in  thy  mouth, 
and  in  thy  heart,  that  thou  mayeft  do  it.5?f 

Mofes,  while  he  thus  forcibly  inculcates  the  mo¬ 
tives  of  obedience,  motives  infpired  and  preffed  by  ev¬ 
ery  tender,  by  every  awful  consideration,  finds  himfelf 
under  the  unpleafant  neceftity  of  venting  his  heart  in 
the  keeneft  reproaches  of  that  highly-favoured  but  re¬ 
bellious  nation,  for  their  per verfenefs  and  ingratitude  ;7 
he  deplores  in  the  bitternefs  of  his  foul,  the  inftability 
and  tranfitorinefs  of  their  good  motions  and  purpofes, 
their  fatal  pronenefs  to  revolt,  the  inconceivable  rapid¬ 
ity  of  their  vibrations  from  virtue  to  vice.  That  ex- 
quifitely  beautiful  and  pathetic  fong  with  which  he 
clofes  his  tender  expoftulation,  and  which  contains  a 
linking  abridgment  of  this  whole  addrefs,  confifts  in  a 
great  meafure  of  juft  and  fevere,  yet  affectionate  up- 
braidings  and  remonftrances  upon  their  paft  conduct. 
£;  They  have  corrupted  themfelves,  their  fpot  is  not 
the  fpot  of  his  children  ;  they  are  a  perverfe  and 

crooked 
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crooked  generation.  Do  ye  thus  requite  the  Lord, 
O  foolifh  people  and  unwife  ?  is  not  he  thy  Father 
that  hath  bought  thee  ?  hath  he  not  made  thee,  and 
eftablifhed  thee  ?”  * 

4 

Finally,  this  long,  this  inftruCtive,  this  powerful 
farewel  fermon  of  the  man  of  God,  contains  pre¬ 
dictions  clear,  pointed  and  ftrong,  of  the  fearful  judg¬ 
ments  which  fhould  overtake  that  finful  people,  and 
involve  them  and  their  poflerity  in  utter  deftruCtion. 
Many  learned  men,  and  not  without  the  greateft  ap¬ 
pearance  of  reafon,  have  fuppofed  that  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy  by  the  mouth  of  Mofes  has  foretold  the  fi¬ 
nal  diffolution  of  the  Jewifh  government,  and  their 
difperfed,  reproachful,  defpifed  flate  to  this  day,  until 
the  time  of  their  reftoration  to  the  divine  favour,  and 
their  re-eftablifhment  under  the  bond  of  the  new  and 
everlafting  covenant,  cc  a  covenant  eftablifhed  on  bet¬ 
ter  promifes,  ordered  in  all  things  and  fure.”  This 
idea  feems  juftified  by  the  following  and  fimilar  pro¬ 
phetic  denunciations.  “  Of  the  rock  that  begat  thee 
thou  art  unmindful,  and  haft  forgotten  God  that 
formed  thee.  And  when  the  Lord  faw  it,  he  abhor¬ 
red  them,  becaufe  of  the  provoking  of  his  fons,  and 
of  his  daughters.  And  he  faid,  l  will  hide  my  face 
from  them,  I  will  fee  what  their  end  fhall  be :  for 
they  are  a  very  froward  generation,  children  in  whom 
is  no  faith.  They  have  moved  me  to  jealoufy  with 
that  which  is  not  God ;  they  have  provoked  me  to 
anger  with  their  vanities  :  and  I  will  move  them  to 
jealoufy  with  thofe  which  are  not  a  people,  I  will 
provoke  them  to  anger  with  a  foolifh  nation.  For  a 
fire  is  kindled  in  my  anger,  and  fhall  burn  unto  the 
loweft  hell,  and  fhall  confume  the  earth  with  her  in- 
creafe,  and  fet  on  fire  the  foundations  of  the  moun¬ 
tains.  I  will  heap  mifchiefs  upon  them,  I  will  fpend 
mine  arrows  upon  them.  They  fhall  be  burned  with 
hunger,  and  devoured  with  burning  heat,  and  with 
bitter  deftru&ion  :  I  will  alfo  fend  the  teeth  of  beafts 
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upon  them,  with  the  poifon  of  ferpents  of  the  duft, 
1  he  fword  without*  and  terror  within  lhall  deftroy 
both  the  young  man  and  the  virgin,  the  fuckling  al~ 
io,  with  the  man  of  grey  hairs.  I  laid  I  would  feat- 
ter  them  into  corners,  I  would  make  the  remembrance 
or  them  to  ceafe  from  among  men/’*  Is  not  this 
laid  up  in  (lore  with  me,  and  healed  up  among  my 
treaiures  iJ  To  me  belongeth  vengeance,  and  rec¬ 
oin  peine  ;  their  foot  fha.ll  Aide  in  due  time  :  for  the 
day  of  their  calamity  is  at  hand,  and  the  things  that  lhall 
come  upon  them  make  hade.  For  the  Lord  lhall 
judge  his  people,  and  repent  himfelf  for  his  fervants  ; 
when  he  feeth  that  their  power  is  gone,  and  there  is 
none  Hint  up,  or  left.  And  he  lhall  fay,  Where 
are  their  gods,  their  rock  in  whom  they  fruited, 
which  did  eat  the  fat  of  their  facrifices,  and  drank 
the  wine  of  their  drink-offerings  ?  Let  them  rife  up, 
and  help  you,  and  be  your  protection.  See  now  that 
I,  even  I  am  he,  and  there  is  no  God  with  me  :  I  kill. 


a 


nd  I  make  alive  ;  I  wound,  and  I  heal :  neither  is, 
there  any  that  can  deliver  out  of  my  hand.  For  I 
lift  up  my  hand  to  heaven,  and  fay,  I  live  forever. 
If  I  whet  my  glittering  fword,  and  mine  hand  take 
hold  on  judgment  ;  I  will  render  vengeance  to  mine 
enemies,  and  will  reward  them  that  hate  me.  I  will 
make  mine  arrows  drunk  with  blood,  and  my  fword 
lhall  devour  flelh  ;  and  that  with  the  blood  of  the 
flain,  and  of  the  captives  from  the  beginning  of  re¬ 
venges  upon  the  enemy.35  f  But  the  "time  to  favour 
revolted,  returning  Ifrael,  lhall  come  at  length  ;  and' 
together  with  them  the  time  to  irradiate  and  deliver 

o 

the  nations  which  were  fitting  in  darknefs,  and  in 
the  region  and  lhadow  of  death  ;33  and  the  prophetic 
foul,  of  Moles  liaftens  forward  to  conclude  the  facred 
with  a  grand  chorus  of  harmonious  voices,  the 
ranlomed  of  the  Lord  from  every  nation, 
every  kindred  and  tribe,  rejoicing  together  in  one  com¬ 
mon  falvation  :  “  Rejoice,  O  ye  nations,  with  his  peo¬ 
ple 
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pie  :  for  he  will  avenge  the  blood  of  his  fervants,  and 
will  render  vengeance  to  his  adverfaries,  and  will  be 
merciful  unto  his  land,  and  to  his  people/'  * 

How  powerfully  muft  all  this  have  been  imprefled 
on  the  hearts  of  his  audience  by  the  fight  of  their  ven¬ 
erable  inftru&or,  bending  under  the  weight  of  “  an 
hundred  and  twenty  years  exhaufted  by  labours 
performed  in  the  public  fervice,  no  longer  capable  of 
“  going  out  and  coming  in  •”  excluded  by  the  inflex¬ 
ible  decree  of  Heaven  from  any  part  or  lot  in  the 
land  of  promife ;  lying  under  the  bitter  fentence  of 
impending  death  ;  his  power  and  glory  departing,  and 
palling  before  his  eyes  to  the  hand  of  another  !  Why 
are  not  impreffions  of  this  fort  more  lading,  and  more 
efficient  ?  Shall  cc  the  righteous  perilh,  and  no  man  lay 
it  to  heart  ?”  Is  “  the  merciful  man  taken  away,  and 
will  none  confider  ?"  “  The  righteous  is  taken  away 
from  the  evil  to  come."  By  his  departure  the  earth 
is  impoveri fhed,  but  heaven  is  enriched.  Remove  the 
veil,  and  behold  him  “  entering  into  peace  “  they 
fliall  reft  in  their  beds,  each  one  walking  in  his  up- 
rightnefs."  I  hear  a  Voice  from  heaven,  faying, 

“  Write,  Bleflfed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord, 
from  henceforth  :  yea,  faith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may 
reft  from  their  labours ;  and  their  works  do  follow 
them."  f 

"v  Dent,  xxxii.  43.  f  Rev.  xiv..  13. 


G-2 


.Hiftory 


/ 


L  E  C  T  U  R  E  VIIL 

DEUTERONOMY  XXxi.  7,  8. 

And  Mofes  called  unto  jojhua ,  and  faid  unto  him  in  the 
fight  of  all  Ifrael ,  Be  ftrong ,  and  of  a  good  courage  : 
for  thou  ?nujl  go  with  this  people  unto  the  land  which 
the  Lord  hath  fworn  unto  their  fathers  t6  give  them  ; 
and  thou  Jhalt  caufe  them  to  inherit  it.  And  the  Lord , 
he  it  is  that  doth  go  before  thee ,  he  will  be  with  thee , 
he  will  not  fail  thee ,  neither  forfake  thee  ;  fear  noty 
neither  be  difmayed » 

Is  it  not  a  prefumption  and  a  prefentiment  of  im¬ 
mortality,  that  men  naturally  feel,  defign  and  aft  as 
if  they  were  immortal  ?  In  life  we  are  in  the  midft  of 
death  ;  but  it  is  equally  true,  that  in  the  very  jaws  of 
death,  we  live  ;  and  fondly  dream  of  living  longer* 
Let  the  fatal  moment  come  when  it  will,  it  comes  to 
break  into  fome  fcheme  we  hoped  to  execute,  to  in¬ 
terrupt  fome  work  we  had  begun,  to  difappoint  fome 
puipofe  we  had  adopted.  The  warnings  of  diffolu- 
tion  which  are  fent  to  others,  we  feem  to  underltand 
and  feel  better  than  thofe  which  are  addreffed  to  our- 
felves.  One  man  is  under  fentence  of  condemnation, 
another  labours  under  an  incurable  difeafe  ;  one  is 
daily  expofmg  his  life  to  jeopardy  in  the  high  places 
of  the  field,  another  putting  the  knife  of  intemperance 
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to  his  throat  every  hour  :  this  man  has  completed 
his  feventieth  year,  and  his  neighbour  has  lived  to 
fee  his  children's  children  of  the  third  and  fourth  gen¬ 
eration. 

Thefe  are  all  fymptoms  equally  mortal,  but  none 
takes  the  alarm  to  himfelf  :  every  one  is  concerned 
for  his  neighbour's  cafe,  and  flatters  himfelf  his  own 
is  not  quite  fo  delperate.  The  wretch  condemned  to 
death,  footrhes  his  foul  to  reft  with  the  hope  of  a  par¬ 
don,  and  laments  the  certain  doom  of  his  confumptive 
acquaintance  :  the  declining  man,  with  his  foot  in  the 
grave,  pities  and  prays  for  the  unhappy  creature  who 
xnuft  fuffer  on  Wednefday  fe’nnight.  The  foldier 
braves  the  death  that  is  before  his  eyes  in  a  thoufand 
dreadful  forms,  in  the  prefumption  of  victory  ;  and 
the  voluptuary  thanks  his  kinder  ftars  that  he  is  like¬ 
ly  to  fleep  in  a  found  {kin.  The  man  of  feventy  reck¬ 
ons  upon  fourfcore  ;  and  ten  years  in  profpeft  are  a 
kind  of  eternity  ;  and  the  grandfire  amufes  himfelf 
with  the  hope  of  feeing  his  grandchildren  fettled  in 
the  world.  Thus  the  pleafmg  illufion  goes  on  :  and 
men  are  dead,  indeed,  before  they  had  any  apprehen- 
fion  of  dying. 

The  thoughtlefs  and  impious  infenfibility  with 
which  many  advance  to  their  latter  end,  is  not  more 
mournful  and  diftreffing,  than  the  fteadinefs  and  com- 
pofure  of  piety  and  habitual  preparation  are  pleafmg 
and  inftruftive.  Bleflfed  is  the  ftate  of  that  man  to 
whom  life  is  not  a  burden,  nor  death  a  terror,  who 
has  “  a  defire  to  depart  and  to  be  with  Chrift,”  but  is 
willing  “  to  continue  in  the  fiefh,"  for  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  good  of  men  ;  who  neither  quits  his 
flation  and  duty  in  life  in  fullen  difcontent,  nor  cleaves 
to  the  enjoyments  of  this  world,  as  one  who  has  no 
hope  beyond  the  grave. 

But  the  cup  of  death,  to  the  beft  of  men,  contains 
many  bitter  ingredients.  Even  to  Mofes  it  was  far 
from  being  unmixed.  To  the  natural  horror  of  dy¬ 
ing  was  fuperadded.  the  fenfe  of  divine  difpleafure  ;  3 

fenfl? 
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fenfe  of  death  as  a  particular  punifhment.  It  difap- 
pointed  a  hope  long  and  fondly  indulged  in,  the  hope 
of  being  himfelf,  and  of  feeing  Ilrael  in  poffeflion  of 
the  promifed  and  expected  inheritance.  And,  what 
was  the  bitternefs  of  death  to  fuch  a  fpirit  as  his  ? 
Mofes  died  in  the  perftiafion,  and  a  melancholy  one  it 
was,  that  the  people  on  whom  he  had  bellowed  fo 
much  labour,  whom  he  had  cherifhed  with  fuch  ten¬ 
der  affection,  whom  he  was  fo  unremittingly  anxious 
to  conduit  to  wifdom,  to  virtue  and  to  happinefs, 
would,  after  his  death,  fwerve  from  the  right  path, 
provoke  God  to  become  their  enemy,  and  thereby 
bring  down  certain  deftruftion  upon  their  own  heads. 
cc  I  know  thy  rebellion,  and  thy  fluff  neck  :  behold,  while 
1  am  yet  alive  with  you  this  day,  ye  have  been  rebel¬ 
lious  again  ft  the  Lord  ;  and  how  much  more  after  my 
death  ?  Gather  unto  me  all  the  elders  of  your  tribes, 
and  your  officers,  that  I  may  fpeak  thefe  words  in  their 
ears,  and  call  heaven  and  earth  to  record  againft  them. 
For  I  know  that  after  my  death  ye  will  utterly  cor¬ 
rupt  yourfelves,  and  turn  afide  from  the  w-ay  wffiich 
I  have  commanded  you  :  and  evil  will  befal  you  in  the 
latter  days  ;  becaufe  ye  will  do  evil  in  the  fight  of  the 
Lord,  to  provoke  him  to  anger  through  the  work  of 
your  hands.55* 

It  is  pleafant  to  a  dying  father  to  entertain  the  fweet 
hope  that  the  children  of  his  care,  of  his  love,  will  re¬ 
member  the  leffons  which  he  taught  them,  will  follow 
out  his  viewrs,  will  fuppart  the  credit  of  his  name,  will 
inftruft  and  blefs  the  world  by  the  example  of  their 
wifdom,  their  piety,  their  virtues,  though  he  is  not  to 
be  the  happy  fpeftator  of  it :  but  ah  !  more  cruel  than 
the  pangs  of  diffolving  nature,  the  dreadful  convic¬ 
tion  of  approaching  folly  and  diforder  :  the  fad  prof- 
pefl  of  dilcord  among  brethren  ;  of  profligacy  and 
licentioufnefs,  no  longer  reftrained  by  parental  gravity 
and  authority  :  a  fair  inheritance,  and  an  honourable 
name  ready  to  be  diffipated  by  profufion,  to  be  cov¬ 
ered 
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«red  with  fhame,  to  be  disfigured  by  vice,  to  be  for¬ 
feited  by  treafon,  It  is  fweet  to  a  dying  pallor  to  con¬ 
template  the  fuccefs  of  nis  minifliy,  tnc  extent  of  hk> 
ufefulnefs ;  to  cheer  his  fainting  heart  with  the  thought 
of  having  been  made  the  humble  infttument  01  bung¬ 
ing  many  fouls  unto  God,  many  ions  unto  glory  .  ju 
with  the  well-grounded  belief  that  his  doctrine  fhali 
furvive  him  that  though  dead  ne  fhall  c on . m i. . 
fpeak  and  to  inftruet.  Sweet  the  pro! petit  of  that  day, 
when  he  fiiall  prelent  himfelf,  and  the  joyful  i»uit  of 
all  his  labours,  to  his  Father  and  God,  faying,  “  Be¬ 
hold,  I  and  the  children  whom  the  Ford  hath  ghen 
me,  are  for  figns,  and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael  ;  from  the 
Lord  of  holts,  which  dwelleth  in  Mount  Zion.”*  It 
was  this  which  can  led  the  great  “  Author  and  finilhet 
of  our  faith”  himfelf  to  rejoice  in  fpirit,  on  the  vety 
eve  of  his  departure  out  of  the  world.  “  Thofe  that 
thou  gaveft  me  I  have  kept,  and  none  of  them  is  loft 
but  the  fon  of  perdition  ;  that  the  feripture  might  be 
fulfilled. ”f  But  O  how  deprefling  to  reflect,  “  I  have 
laboured  in  vain  ;  I  have  fpent  my  ftrength  for  nought 
and  in  vain;”!  to  look  back  upon  a  miniftry,  not  the 
“  favour  of  life  unto  life,  but  of  death  unto  death,” 
and  to  look  forward  to  the  dreadful  progrefs  of  de¬ 
generacy  and  corruption,  from  evil  to  worfe,  till  “  fin, 
being  finiftied,  bringeth  forth  death  to  look  forward 
to  the  frill  more  dreadful  day  of  doom,  and  to  the 
profpec't  of  appearing  as  an  accufer  and  a  witnefs 
againft  the  defpifers  of  that  gofpel,  which  would  have 

faved  their  fouls  from  death. 

The  faithful  fervants  of  God  are  not  all  equally 
fuccefsful,  and  even  a  Mofes  has  the  mortification  of 
knowing  affuredly  that  all  his  pains  and  anxieties 
fiiould  prove  ineffectual.  The  tide  of  corruption 
fometimes  rufhes  down  fo  impetuouily,  that  no  force 
can  Item  it ;  and  Providence  is  often  pleafed  to  put 
honour  upon  the  meaner  and  feebler  inftrument,  that 
the  gloryr  may  redound,  not  “  to  him  that  willeth, 

nor 
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nor  to  him  that  runneth,  but  to  God,  who  fheweth 
mercy  But  every  faithful  minifter,  like  Mofes, 
as  at  leaf!  this  confolation  ;  “  having  kept  nothing 
back,  but  declared  the  whole  counfel  of  God,  thev 
have  delivered  their  own  fouls they  publifhed  the 
truth  of  God,  “  whether  men  would  hear  or  wheth¬ 
er1'  they  would  forbear  and  if  they  have  not  been 

10  happy  as  to  perfuade,  they  have  at  leaft  put  to  fi- 
lence  wicked  and  unreafonable  men  ;  if  they  have 
not  prevailed  to  render  them  holy,  they  have  at  leaft 
rendered  them  inexcufeable ;  jf  they  have  been  unable 
tolubduethe  pride  of  the  creature,  they  havedifplay- 
ed  the  hohnefs  and  juftice  of  the  Creator. 

We  find  Mofes  taking  refuge  in  this,  when  the 
dearer,  lweeter  hope  was  at  an  end— the  hope  of  be¬ 
ing  the  favoured,  honoured  minifter  of  life  and  falva- 

■[  am  approaching  to  the  end  of  my  career ; 
I  have  already  palled  the  limits  which  God  has  pre- 
iCribed  to  the  life  of  man.  Six  fcore  of  years  are  fled 
away  and  gone,  and  thefe  hairs,  whitened  by  time,  la¬ 
bour  and  affliction,  feelingly  inform  me  that  my  laft 
moment  is  at  hand,  that  no  more  time  remains  but 
what  is  barely  lufficient  to  give  you  a  few  parting  ad¬ 
monitions,  to  breathe  over  you  the  bleffing  of  a  dy¬ 
ing  fiiend,  and  tq  bid  you  a  long  fareweh  After  a  la¬ 
bel  ious,  anxious  and  painful  miniftry  of  more  than  for¬ 
ty  years  ;  after  being  honoured  of  God  to  perform  be¬ 
fore  your  eyes,  and  thofe  off  your  fathers,  a  feries  of 
miracles,  which  Ihall  be  the  aftonifhment  and  inftruc- 
tion  of  the  whole  world  tiff  time  expire,  I  was  look¬ 
ing  for  the  compenfation  of  all  my  troubles,  the  re¬ 
ward  of  all  my  labours,  the  accomplifhment  of  all  my 
wilhes,  in  your  fincere  return  to  God,  in  your  grati¬ 
tude  to  your  friend  and  deliverer,  in  your  fidelity  and 
obedience  to  God,  and  in  the  profperity  and  happinefs 
which  muff  infallibly  have  flowed  from  them.  The 
paternal  folicitude  I  have  felt,  that  ardent  love  which 
emboldened  me,  at  the  hazard  of  my  own  life,  «  to 
Hand  in  the  bleach”  44  between  you  and  a  holy  and 

jealous 
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jealous  God,  to  turn  away  his  wrath,  left  he  ftiould 
deftroy  you  that  fervour  of  zeal  which  hurried 
me  on  to  wiih  myfelf  blotted  out  ot  God  s  boolc,  it 
the  dearer  name  of  Ifrael  might  be  permitted  to  con¬ 
tinue  written  in  it;  all  my  djfcouries,  all  my  emo¬ 
tions,  all  my  efforts  ;  my  a&ive  days,  my  fleeplefs 
nights ;  thefe  unceafing  lighs  which  I  ftill  breathe  to 
Heaven  in  your  behalf,  thefe  laft  tears  which  a  dying 
old  man  ffieds  over  a  people  ftill  and  ever  dear  to 
him,  and  from  whom  to  be  torn  afunder  is  the  death 
of  deaths  ;  thefe  are  the  faithful  and  undoubted  proofs 
of  my  affe&ion  for  you,  of  my  unabated,  inextin- 
guilhable  zeal  for  your  falvation.  But,  alas,  howev¬ 
er  earneftly  I  may  defire  it,  I  dare  not,  cannot  hope  ! 
I  forefee  your  perfidioufnefs  and  rebellion ;  I  know 
your  perverfenels  and  ingratitude.  “  While  1  am 
yet  alive  with  you  this  day,  ye  have  been  rebellious 
againft  the  Lord ;  and  how  much  more  after  my 
death  ?”  *  What  then  is  left  me,  but  the  mingled  and 
ftrongly  allayed  fatisfa&ion  of  refle&ing  that  I  am  in¬ 
nocent  of  your  blood,  that  your  falvation  is  in  your 
own  hands,  that  if  you  perifli,  your  blood  mult  be  up¬ 
on  your  own  heads.”  “Gather  unto  me  all  the  el¬ 
ders  of  your  tribes,  and  your  officers,  that  I  may 
fpeak  thefe  words  in  their  ears,  and  call  heaven  and 
earth  to  record  againft  them.”f  “  I  call  heaven  and 
earth  to  record  this  day  againft  you,  that  I  have  fet 
before  you  life  and  death,  bleffing  and  curbing : 
therefore  choofe  life,  that  both  thou  and  thy  feed  may 
live.”J  M  ‘  ’  '  ’’  '  ’ 

Having  in  terms  fych  as  thefe  poured  out  the  an- 
guiffi  of  an  overflowing  heart,  Moles  addrefles  himfelf 
to  his  laft  earthly  employment.  The  laft  exercile  oi 
bis  authority  is  to  lay  down  all  authority.  The  con¬ 
cluding  act  of  his  adminiftration,  is  to  transfer  the 
right  of  adminiftration  to  another  ;  and  the  legiflator, 
leader  and  commander  expires,  while  the  man  yet 
.  ’  lives. 
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Jves.  Imagination  can  hardly  paint  a  more  affecting 
icene.  ^  Hear  the  trumpet  founding  the  proclamation 
or  a^foieinn  affembly,  an  holy  convocation.  Behold 
the  tnoufands  of  Ifrael  flocking  together  to  the  door 
of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation  ;  every  eye 
draining  to  catch  a  departing  glance  of  him  whom 
they  were  to  behold  no  more  ^  every  ear  eagerlv  at¬ 
tentive  to  di  ink  in  the  laft  accents  of  that  voice  which 
the  hand  of  death  was  about  to  iilence  forever.  Be¬ 
hold  the  venerable  fage,  in  all  the  compofure  of  unaf¬ 
fected  piety,  in  all  the  dignity  of  wifdom,  in  all  the 
refpecf ability  or  age,  in  all  the  fimpiicity  of  a  child, 
in  all  the  ferenity  of  a  celeftial  fpirit,  in  all  the  folem- 
nity  of.  death,  advancing  to  his  Well-known  ftation, 
piefenting  to  the  people  him  whom  they  were  hence¬ 
forward  to  acknowledge  and  obey  as  the  ruler  appoint¬ 
ed  over  them  by  Heaven.  His  eyes  beam  complacen¬ 
cy,  his  tongue  drops  manna,  as  he  conveys  to  his  no¬ 
ble  fucceffor  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  the  red- 
due  of  his  honour,  a  double  portion  of  his  fpirit.  Be¬ 
hold  llC  lifts  up  his  hands  and  lays  them  upon  the 
head  of  Jo  ihu  a,  with  a  thoufand  tender  wifhes  that  his 


burden  might  fit  light  upon  him,  that  he  might  efcape 
the  pains  he  himfelfhad  endured,  and  attain  the  felic¬ 
ity  which  was  denied  to  him  :  with  a  thoufand  pater¬ 
nal  exhortations  to  follow  Providence,  and  fear  noth- 
ing  ;  to  love  iiraei,  to  feek  their  good  always  :  with  a 
thoufand  fervent  prayers  for  his  profperity  and  fuc- 
cefs.  I  fee  Jofhtia  with  modeft  reluctance  fhrinking 
back  from  a  charge  fo  weighty  :  defirous  of  being  ftill 
a  fubject  and  a  fervant :  accepting  with  regret  honours 
of  which  Mofes  mult  be  ftripped  ;  ready  to  cry  out,  as 
his  mailer  was  taken  away  from  him,  “  My  father,  my 
father,  the  chariot  of  Ifrael,  and  the  horfemen  there¬ 
of!”  I  fee  on  every  countenance  a  mixture  of  for  row 
and  resignation,  of  hope  clouded  with  remorfe  and 
concern  ;  they  could  now  die  for  him,  whofe  life  they 
had  embittered  by  unkindnefs,  levity  and  ingratitude  ; 
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they  reproch  themfelves  and  one  another,  as  having 
occafioned  the  death  of  the  wifeft  and  beft  of  men ; 
they  cannot  bear  to  think  of  furviving  him.  But  a 
voire  more  awful  than  that  of  man  is  heard  ,  a  glory 
more  than  human  appears.  .And  the  Loid  faid  un¬ 
to  Mofes,  Behold,  thy  days  approach  that  thou  mult 
die  :  call  Jofhua,  and  prefer#  yourlelves  in  the  taber¬ 
nacle  of  the  congregation,  that  I  may  give  him  a 
charge.  And  Mofes  and  Jolhua  went,  and  preferred 
themfelves  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation. 
And  the  Lord  appeared  in  the  tabernacle  in  a  pillar  of 
a  cloud :  and  the  pillar  of  the  cloud  flood  over  the 
door  of  the  tabernacle.”*  What  foleinn  moments  to 
the  whole  congregation,  thofe  which  Mofes  and  Jofh¬ 
ua  palled  before  the  Lord,  remote  from  the  public 
eye !  How  folemn  to  the  parties  themfelves  !  What  is 
a  charge  from  the  mouth  of  a  dying  man,  though 
that  man  be  a  Mofes,  compared  to  a  charge  frorn  the 
mouth  of  Jehovah  himfelf,  by  whom  fpirits  are  weigh¬ 
ed,  and  to  whom  all  the  dread  importance  of  eternity 
/lands  continually  revealed  ?  And  this  God,  O  my 
friends,  is  daily  founding  a  charge  in  every  ear,  “  Oc¬ 
cupy  till  I  come.”  ‘-6  Arife  ye  and  depart,  for  this  is 
not  your  reft.”  “  Be  fober,  be  vigilant,  for  your  ad- 
verfary  the  devil  goeth  about  as  a  roaring  lion,  feek- 
ing  whom  he  may  devour.”  ec  See  that  ye  walk  cir- 
cumfpeftly,  not  as  fools,  but  as  wife,  redeeming  the 
time,  becaufe  the  days  are  evil.” 

This  fecret  conference  being  ended,  they  return  to 
the  people,  and  Mofes  publickiy  delivers  to  the  Levites, 
which  bare  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  a  copy 
of  the  law  which  he  had  tranfcribed  with  his  own 
hand,  to  be  laid  up  in  the  fide  of  the  ark,  as  a  Hand¬ 
ing  witnefs  for  God  againft  a  fmful  people;  and  the 
bufinefs  of  this  interefling  and  eventful  day  concludes 
with  a  public  recital  from  the  lips  of  Mofes  of  that 
tender  and  pathetic  fong,  which  we  have  in  the  thir- 
£y-fecond  chapter.  This  facred  fong  every  Ifraelite 

was 
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was  to  commit  to  memory,  to  repeat  frequently,  and  to 
teach  it  every  man  to  his  fon.  It  was  cornpofed  ex- 
prefsly  by  the  command  of  God,  and  under  his  imme¬ 
diate  infpiration.  <c  Now  therefore  write  ye  this  fong 
for  you,  and  teach  it  the  children  of  Ifrael :  put  it  in 
their  mouths,  that  this  fong  may  be  a  witnefs  for  me 
againft  the  children  of  Ifrael.  Mofes  therefore  wrote 
this  fong  the  fame  day,  and  taught  it  the  children  of 
Ifrael.  .And  IVIofes  fpake  in  the  ears  of  all  the  congre¬ 
gation  of  Ifrael  the  words  of  this  fong  until  they  were 
ended.’5  ?  j 

And  a  moil  wonderful  compofition  it  is,  whether 
confidered  as  the  production  of  a  lively,  lofty,  correct 
imagination  ;  abounding  with  the  boldeft  images,  and 
conveying  the  nobleft  fentiments  ;  adding  all  the  graces 
of  poetry  to  all  the  force  of  truth  ;  as  conveying 
the  moft  ufeful  and  neceflfary  moral  and  religious  in- 
ftrudtion,  in  a  channel  the  moft  pleafing  and  attrac¬ 
tive  ;  as  the  addrefs  of  a  dying  man,  a  dying  father,  a 
dying  minifter,  to  his  friends,  to  his  family^  to  his 
flock  ;  abounding  with  the  tendered:  touches  of  na¬ 
ture,  flowing  immediately  from  the  heart,  and  rufhing 
with  impetuous  force  to  the  lips  ;  as  the  awful  witnefs 
of  the  great  God  againft  a  difobedient  and  gainfaying 
race  ;  exhibiting  to  this  hour  the  proof  of  the  authen¬ 
ticity  of  that  record  where  it  Hands,  of  the  truth  and 
faithfulnefs,  of  the  mercy  ^nd  foyerity  of  the  dread 
Jehovah,  and  of  the  certainty  of  the  things  wherein, 
as  Chriftians,  we  have  been  inftru&ed. 

What  can  equal  the  boldnefs  and  fublimity  of  his 
exordium  or  introduction  ?  How  is  the  boafted  elo¬ 
quence  of  Greece  and  liqme  left  at  an  infinite  diftance 

behind  !  What  a  coldnefs  in  the  addrefs  of  Demoft- 

. -  *  , 

Irenes  and  Cicero,  compared  to  the  fervour  and  eleva¬ 
tion  of  the  Ifraelitifh  orator!  cc  Ye  men  of  Athens.” 

Romans.”  “  Confcript  Fathers.”  If  ever  there 
was  an  audience  that  demanded  refpeft,  from  num¬ 
bers,  from  importance,  from  fituaticn  ;  if  ever  there 

was 
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was  a  fpeaker  prompted  by  duty,  drawn  by  inclination, 
urged  on  by  the  fpur  of  the  occafion,  Ifrael  was  that 
audience,  Mofes  that  fpeaker,  on  this  ever-memorabk 
day.  But  the  ardent  foul  of  this  heaven-taught  ora¬ 
tor,  with  thoufands  upon  thoufands  before  his  eyes, 
grafps,  with  a  noble  enthufiafm,  an  infinitely  larger 
fpace  than  the  plains  of  Moab,  an  audience  infinitely 
more  auguft  than  the  thoufands  of  Ifrael.  “  Give 
ear,  O  ye  heavens,  and  I  will  fpeak  ;  and  hear,  O 
earth,  the  words  of  my  mouth.”  This  was  feizing  the 
attention  at  once  ;  the  folid  globe,  thus  fummoned, 
feems  to  give  ear,  the  celeftial  fpheres  (land  ftill  to 
liften,  angels  hover  on  the  wing  to  mark  and  record 
the  laft  words  of  the  departing  prophet  ;  what  mortal 
ear  then  can  be  inattentive,  what  fpirit  carelefs  ?  How 
fweetly  calculated  is  the  next  fentence  to  compofe  the 
minds  of  his  hearers,  roufed  and  alarmed  by  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  his  firft  addrefs.  The  thunder  of  heaven 
feemed  ready  to  burfl  upon 'their  heads,  after  an  invo¬ 
cation  fo  awful,  and  though  Mofes  alone  fpake,  they 
were  ready  to  die  ;  but  their  fears  are  gently  lulled 
to  reft,  the  next  word  he  utters  ;  he  has  only  love  in 
his  heart,  and  honey  upon  his  tongue.  cc  My  doc¬ 
trine  fhall  drop  as  the  rain  :  my  fpeech  fhall  diftil  as 
the  dew,  as  the  fmall  rain  upon  the  tender  herb,  and 
as  the  fhowers  upon  the  grafs.”*  The  final  objeft  of 
Mofes  being  to  warn,  to  admonifh,  and  to  reprove 
the  perverfe  nation  of  whom  he  was  taking  leave,  ob- 
ferve  how  fkilfully  he  manages  this  difficult  and  deli¬ 
cate  part  of  his  talk.  To  have  come  directly  and 
without  preparation  to  it,  had  been  to  give  certain 
difguft  and  offence  ;  for  he  had  to  deal  with  a  moody, 
murmuring,  irritable,  difcontented  race  ;  he  there¬ 
fore  firft  fills  their  minds  with  great  images,  leads 
them  to  the  contemplation  of  one  objeft  furpaffingly 
grand  ;  impreffes  it  in  various  points  of  view  upon 
their  hearts  and  confciences,  till  having  loft  them- 
felves  in  its  grandeur  and  immenfity,  they  are  pre- 
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pared  to  bear,  to  approve,  and  to  profit  by  the  fe- 
vere  perfonal  attack  that  follows.  “  Becaufe  I  will 
publilh  the  name  of  the  Lord  ;  afcribe  ye  greatnefs 
unto  our  God.  He  is  the  rock,  his  work  is  perfect  ; 
for^all  his  ways  are  judgment:  a  God  of  truth,  and’ 
without  iniquity,  juft  and  right  is  he.”* 

Having  tnus  railed  them  above  every  mean,  every 
felfiih  confideration ;  and  placed  them,  and  made 
them  to  feel  theinfelves  in  the  awful  prefence  of  the 
great  God,  “  vvho  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and 
holy  in  all  his  works,”  he  defcends  abruptly,  by  a 
transition  quick  as  lightning,  to  the  cenfure  he  had 
in  view.  .  But  even  then,  he  infinuates  it,  rather  than 
charges  it  home;  and  fpeaks  for  fome  time  as  of 
Grangers,  as  of  perfons  abfent ;  and  conftitutes  his 
auditors  judges  as  it  were  of  the  cafe  of  others,  not 
their  own  ;  and  by  employing  the  addrefs  of  the 
third  perfon,  they  and  their ,  leaves  them  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  in  uncertainty  whom  he  could  mean  ;  and  when 
he  comes  at  length  to  addrefs  them  in  the  fecond  per¬ 
son,  and  to  ufe  the  terms  thee  unu  thy ,  how  delicately 
is  the  application  qualified,  by  the  introduction  of  ev¬ 
ery  tender,  every  melting,  every  conciliating  circum- 
ftance  !  “  They  have  corrupted  themfelves,  their  fpot 
is  not  the  fpot  of  his  children  :  they  are  a  perverfeand 
crooked  generation.  Do  ye  thus  requite  the  Lord, 
O  foolilh  people  and  unwife  ?  Is  not  he  thy  Father 
that  hath  bought  thee  ?  hath  he  not  made  thee,  and 
eftablilhed  thee  ?”f 

lie  then  goes  into  a  recapitulation,  partly  hiftorical, 
partly  poetic,  partly  allegorical,  at  once  to  refrelh  the 
memory,  to  fire  the  imagination,  and  to  exercife  the 
invention,  of  the  divine  conduct  towards  them  and 
their  fathers,  during  many  generations,  that  the  con- 
clufion  he  was  about  to  draw  might  fall  with  irrefifti- 
ble  weight  upon  the  minds  of  all ;  that  their  bafe  in¬ 
gratitude  and  defperate  folly  might  appear  to  thern- 
ielves  in  a  more  odious  light,  when  contrafted  with 

the 
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the  wifdom,  goodnefs  and  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord. 
This  occupies  a  confiderable  part  of  the  chapter,  from 
the  feventh  verle  to  the  eighteenth,  and  a  paffage  it  is 
of  exquifite  force  and  beauty,  as  1  am  convinced  you 
•will  alio  think  upon  a  careful  perufal  of  it. 

Confirained  at  laft  to  denounce  the  righteous  judg¬ 
ment  of  God,  in  order  to  approve  his  own  fidelity, 
and  if  pofiibie  to  prevent  the  ruin  which  he  feared,  ho 
makes  a  difplay  of  the  awful  terrors  of  divine  juftice, 
fuiBcient  to  awaken  the  dead,  and  to  confound  the 
living  ;  and  to  increafe  its  force  and  vehemence,  Mo¬ 
fes  difappears,  and  God,  the  great  God  himfelf,  comes 
forward,  and  in  the  firft  perfon  utters  the  feven  thun¬ 
ders  of  his  wrath  ;  “For  a  fire  is  kindled  in  my  anger., 
and  fhall  burn  unto  the  lowed  hell,  and  fhall  confume 
the  earth  with  her  increafe,  and  fet  on  fire  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  the  mountains.  The  fword  without  and 
terror  within  fhall  deftroy  both  the  young  man  and 
the  virgin,  the  fuckling  alfo,  with  the  man  of  grey 
hairs. 

The  prophet  as  it  were  exhaufted  with  this  violent 
exertion,  this  formidable  denunciation  of  vengeance* 
finks  into  feeble,  hopelefs  regret,  and  he  reluctantly, 
despairingly  deplores  that  mifery  which  he  can  neither 
prevent  nor  avert.  “  They  are  a  nation  void  of  cou n- 
fel,  neither  is  there  any  underftanding  in  them.  O 
that  they  were  wife,  that  they  understood  this,  that 
they  would  confider  their  latter  end  !  How  fhould 
one  chafe  a  thoufand,  and  two  put  ten  thoufand  to 
flight,  except  their  rock  had  fold  them,  and  the  Lord 
had  fhut  them  up  ?”f 

Finally,  a  dawn  of  hope  arifes,  and,  wrapt  into  future 
times,  the  facred  bard  hails  the  coming  day  of  deliv¬ 
erance,  and  exults  in  the  profpeCt  of  the  junction  of 
the  nations  with  the  ancient  people  of  God,  in  the  par¬ 
ticipation  of  one  and  the  lame  great  falvation.  “  Re¬ 
joice,  O  ye  nations,  with  his  people  ;  for  he  will  avenge 
the  blood  of  his  fervants,  and  will  render  vengeance  to 

his 
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his  adverfaries,  and  will  be  merciful  unto  his  land 
and  to  his  people.”  * 

Such  is  the  llru&ure,  fuch  the  general  outline  of 
this  inimitable  piece  of  facred  poefy.  If  what  has 
been  faid  fhall  induce  any  one  to  ftudy  it  more  atten¬ 
tively,  he  will  probably  difcover  beauties  which  have 
efcaped  us ;  and  the  difcovery  will  bring  its  own  re¬ 
ward.  How  many  fathers,  as  they  afterwards  re- 
hearfed  the  words  of  this  long  in  the  ears  of  their 
children,  and  taught  them  the  knowledge  of  it,  would 
recollect  with  a  mournful  pleafure,  that  they  faw  and 
heard  Mofes  himfelf  recite  it  aloud,  on  the  very  laft. 
day  of  his  life  ;  and  glory  in  relating  how  near  him 
they  ftood,  and  in  defcribing  to  a  new  generation  the 
form  of  his  countenance,  the  deportment  of  his  perfon., 
the  tones  of  his  voice  ! 

That  very  day,  the  warrant  of  death  arrives.  The^ 
miniftry  of  even  a  Mofes  is  accomplifhed,  and  Provi¬ 
dence  haftens  to  convince  the  world,  that,  depart  who 
will,  the  work  of  Heaven  never  can  Hand  ftill.  We 
have  fe£n  him  hitherto  engaged  in  aCtive  labours  for 
Iirael  and  for  God.  We  fhall  conlider  him  yet  once 
more,  difmiffed  from  his  fervice,  and  concluding  a 
liie  of  eminent  ufefulnefs,  by  a  death  of  charity,  ben¬ 
ediction,  prefcience  and  refignation.  May  God  im- 
prefs  on  our  minds  a  fenfe  of  our  frailty,  mortality 
and  accountablenefs,  that  we  may  redeem  the  time* 
fulfil  the  duties  of  our  day  and  the  defign  of  our  Cre¬ 
ator,  work  out  our  falvation,  and  fc  die  in  peace,  die 
in  hope,  whenever  it  fhall  pleafe  Him  to  call  us  away 
to  the  world  of  fpirits.  Amen. 
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And  this  is  the  bleffing  wherewith  Mofes  the  man  of  God 
bleffed  the  children  of  Ifrael  before  his  death . 

Seneca,  the  celebrated  Roman  moralift,  was  pre¬ 
ceptor  to  the  Emperor  Nero,  and  had  early  and  ftudi- 
oufly  trained  him  to  virtue.  But  falling  under  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  that  fanguinary  tyrant,  he  was  condemned 
to  lofe  his  life,  by  being  blooded  to  death.  The  day 
of  execution  being  arrived,  he  prepared  to  meet  his 
fate  with  intrepidity,  and  to  die  as  he  had  lived,  in 
communicating  ufeful  knowledge.  His  pupils  gather¬ 
ed  round  him,  eager  to  mark  his  dying  deportment, 
and  provided  with  their  writing  tables,  to  record  and 
preferve  his  laft  fayings.  He  was  put  into  the  warm 
bath,  the  arteries  of  his  legs  and  arms  were  opened, 
and  the  purple  fluid  which  fuftains  life,  gradually 
drained  off,  while  his  forrowing,  admiring  difciples 
caught  the  words  as  they  fell  from  his  parched  lips. 

But  a  greater  than  Seneca  is  here.  We  are  this 
night  gathered  round  a  dying  Mofes,  to  liften  to  the 
laft  accents  of  that  tongue  which,  one  excepted,  fpake 
as  never  man  fpake.  We  behold  him  neither  impetu- 
oufly  rufhing  forwards  into  the  mortal  conflict,  nor 
timidly  Ihrinking  from  it  ;  but  advancing  with  a 
fteady,  majeftic  ftep,  to  meet  the  king  of  tenors. 
The  interefts  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  and  of  the  Ifrael  of 
Vql.  V,  H  God, 
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God,  had’  employed  his  thoughts  all  his  life  long  ^ 
and,  blended  in  one,  they  glow  in  and  expand  his 
heart  to  his  latefl  moment.  He  was  fpeedily  to  ceafe 
from  every  earthly  care,  to  ceafe  from  ferving  Ifraei 
any  longer,  to  be  occupied  with  God  only  ;  but  even 
in  death  he  is  contriving  the  means  of  doing  good  to 
that  dearly  beloved,  that  fondly  cherifhed  people.  As 
if  his  heart  had  relented  at  the  harfhnefs  of  fome  of  the 
expreilions  which  fidelity  and  afenfe  of  duty  had  ex¬ 
torted  from  him  ;  like  one  unwilling  to  part  with  therm 
under  any  femblance  of  unkindnefs  or  difpleafure,  he 
again  affumes  the  tender  father,  tunes  his  tongue  to 
the  law  of  kindnefs,  buries  all  refentment  of  the  paft, 
and  every  thing  unpleafant,  in  the  profpe&s  of  future- 
ty,  in  the  gentlenefs  and  benevolence  of  friends  who 
were  feparating.  to  meet  no  more. 

The  foul  that  is  at  peace  with  God  defires  to  be  at 
peace  with  all  men  and  it  is  meet  that  dying  breath 
be  fweetened  with  mercy,  forgivenefs  and  love.  Slow¬ 
ly  and  folemnly  as  Mofes  advanced  to  meet  his  latter 
end,  would  we  accompany  his  fteps  in  his  Iaft  progrefs 
through  the  beloved  tents  of  Ifraei,  and  in  his  afcent 
to  the  hill*  from  whence  he  never  fliould  return.  With 
a  heart  like  his,  overflowing  with  charity  to  the  whole 
church  of  God,  and  filled  with  fentiments  of  peculiar 
affe&ion  towards  you,,  we  behold  the  approach  of  that 
hour  which  is  to  difperfe  us,  perhaps  too  forever. 
With  a  blefling  on  our  lips,  like  him,  and  O  that  his 
God  and  ours  may  make  it  effectual,,  we  are  flattening 
to  bid  vou  farewel. 

j  ' 

The  words  which  I  have  read  are  the  beginning  or 
the  54th  and  laft  parcijha ,  or  great  lection  of  the  law, 
into  which  the  whole  books  of  Mofes  were  fubdivided, 
for  the  conveniency  of  publicklv  reading  them,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  prophets,  every  fabbath  day  ;  a  cuf- 
tom  which  prevailed  in  the  Jewilh  church,  down  to 
the  times  of  our  Saviour  and  his  apoftles,  as  we  learn 
from  feveral  pafl'ages  of  the  gofpel  hiftory.  Thus 
Chrilt  himfelf,  “  when  he  caine  to  Nazareth,  where 

he 
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he  had  been  brought  up,  as  his  cuftom  was,  went  into 
the  fynagogue,  on  the  fabbath-day,  and  flood  up  for 
to  read.  And  there  was  delivered  unto  him  the  book 
of  the  prophet  Efaias.  And  when  he  had  opened  the 
book,  he  found  the  place  where  it  was  written,  The 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  becaufe  he  hath  anoint¬ 
ed  me  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  poor  :  he  hath  fent 
me  to  heal  the  broken-hearted,  to  preach  deliverance 
to  the  captives,  and  recovering  of  fight  to  the  blind, 
to  fet  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruifed  :  to  preach  the 
acceptable  year  of  the  Lord.  And  he  clofed  the  book, 
and  he  gave  it  again  to  the  minifler,  and  fat  down. 
■And  the  eyes  of  all  them  that  were  in  the  fynagogue 
were  fattened  on  him.  And  he  began  to  fay  unto 
them,  this  day  is  this  fcripture  fulfilled  in  your  ears.”* 
Thus  James,  in  determining  the  queftion  in  the  fynod 
of  Jerufalem,  concerning  the  neceflity  of  circumcifion, 
fays,  “  Mofes  of  old  time  hath  in  every  city  them  that 
preach  him,  being  read  in  the  lynagogues  every  fab- 
bath  day.  f  And  Paul  and  Barnabas,  when  “  they 
came  to  Antioch,  m  Pifidia,  went  into  the  fynagogue 
on  the  fabbath-day,  and  fat  down.  And  after  the  read¬ 
ing  of  the  law  and  the  prophets,  the  rulers  of  the  fyn- 
agogue  fent  unto  them,  faying.  Ye  men  and  brethren, 

if  ye  have  any  word  of  exhortation  for  the  people  fav 
on.”  |  *  *  ’  y 

The  firft  feftion  begins  with  the  opening  of  the  book 
of  Genefis,  and  goes  up  to  the  ninth  verle  of  the  fixth 
chapter,  and  is  called  Berefhit ,  the  firft  word  in  the 
Hebrew  bible.  The  fecond  begins  at  thefe  words  in 
the  fixth  chapter,  “  Ihefe  are  the  generations  of 
Noah  :”  and  is  thence  called  Noah,  and  ends  at  the 
beginning  of  chapter  twelfth,  which  fets  out  with  the 
call  of  Abraham,  and  is  therefore  flyled  the  feflion 
Lee  Leca ,  i.  e.  “  Get  thee  out,”  and  fo  of  the  reft. 
To  bring  the  whole  fifty-four  divifions  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  the  year,  they  joined  two  of  the  fhorteft  into 
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one  reading.  Thus  the  whole  conftitution,  both  as  to 
civil  and  facred  things,  was  pubiickly  rehear  fed  once 
every  year  ;  fo  that  it  was  impoflible  for  any  decent 
Iffaelite  to  be  grofsly  ignorant  of  either  the  laws,  the 
hiftory,  or  the  religion  of  his  country. 

The  firft  public  le&rre  was  on  the  fabbath  that  fol¬ 
lowed  the  feaft  of  tabernacles,  and  went  on  till  the 
anniverfary  of  that  feaft  returned.  I  have  mentioned 
thefe  circumftances  for  feveral  reafons.  I  am  not  ill 
pleafed  to  have  fo  refpe&able  an  example  for  attempt¬ 
ing  a  mode  of  inftruftion,  which  reafon  and  experi¬ 
ence  convince  us  to  be  at  once  the  moft  pleafant  cind 
the  moft  ufeful.  I  honour  human  learning,  I  admire 
great  talents,  I  am  enchanted  with  eloquence  ;  but  I 
am  perfuaded,  if faving  knowledge  be  communicated* 
it  is  by  the  quick  and  powerful  energy  of  God’s  word 
coming,  not  with  the  allurements  of  man’s  wifdom, 
64  but  in  demonftration  of  the  Spirit,  and  of  power.” 
This  leads  us  to  exprefe  a  wonder  why  the  reading  of 
the  fcriptures  by  large  portions  at  a  time  is  not  univer- 
fally  practifed  in  chriftian  congregations.  _  Surely 
there  mull  be  a  better  reafon  for  neglecting  it,  than 
that  it  is  enjoined  by  the  canons  of  the  church,  and  is 
in  general  practice  in  the  eftabhlhrnent.  t  he  laft  rea- 
fon  I  have  at  prefent  to  render  for  this  digreffion,  if  it 
be  thought  one,  is  its  affording  me  an  opportunity  of 
earneftly  recommending  to  mailers  and  miff  relies  oi 
families,  the  regular  and  progreffive  ufe  of  the  fcrip- 
“  within  the  precinds  of  their  private  houfehoids, 
for  the  inftruction  of  their  children  and  fervants.  I 
un  well  aware  that  from  a  diffidence  and  humility  not 
too  feverely  to  be  blamed,  fome  younger  heads  of  fam¬ 
ilies  are  tempted  to  negleCt  family  worlhip  altogether, 
became  feme  parts  of  it  they  cannot,  dare  not,  under¬ 
take  :  that  for  example,  of  addreffing  God  in  pray  er, 
as  the  mouth  of  their  domeftic  little  church.  Let  them 
be"in  with  reading  aloud  the  word  of  God  :  tor 
furely  they  have  courage  fufficient.  They  will  be 
brought  to  pray  infenfibly,  they  will  foon  ceafe  ito  be 


Lect.  IX. 


Hi/lory  of  Mofes.  I  Of 

afhamed  of  that  which  is  their  higheft  honour  and  moft 
glorious  privilege.  We  now  return. 

The  ideal  have  formed  to  myfetf  of  cc  this  bleffing, 
wherewith  Mofes  the  man  of  God  bleffed  the  children 
of  Ifrael  before  his  death,”*  how  jultly  I  prefume  not 
to  fay,  is  this  :  Mofes,  having  received  his  final  fu tu¬ 
rnons  to  prepare  for  death,  feels  himfelf  prompted  at 
once  by-affedion  and  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  to  take  a 
particular  leave  of  every  tribe,  to  befiow  a  feveral  ben- 
edidion  on  every  one  by  name,  and  to  prepare  them 
one  by  one  for  the  conqueft  of  their  inheritance,  by 
giving  them  prophetically  a  general  notion  of  their 
future  condition,  as  conftituent  parts  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  of  Ifrael,  and  of  the  particular  lot  to  be  affigned 
to  each,  with  its  correfponding  advantages  and  pur- 
fuits.  For  this  purpofe  I  fuppole  him  making  a  folemn 
progrefs  through  the  whole  hoft,  going,  from  tribe  to 
tribe,  from  tent  to  tent,  and  pouring  out  his  foul,  as  a 
dying  parent,  in  bleffings  upon  his  offspring,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  different  chara&ers  and  conditions.  O 
how  unlike  thefe  vifits  of  felfifhnefs,  pride,  ambition 
and  ftrife,  which  the  candidates  for  fame,  place  and 
powers  are  from  time  to  time,  making  through  a  cor¬ 
rupted  land  !  Let  us  attend  his  progrefs,  and  mark 
what  he  fays. 

We  find  Mofes  frill  beginning,  proceeding,  con¬ 
cluding  with  God.  He  fets  out  on  this  laft  awful  cir¬ 
cuit,  with  a  mind  full  of  the  glorious  majefty  of  the 
great  Jehovah.  He  calls  to  his  own  remembrance, 
and  impreffes  the  image  of  it  on  the  fouls  of  the  whole 
people,  that  great  and  dreadful  day  £c  when  the  Lord 
came  from  Sinai,  and  rofe  up  from  Seir  unto  them  ; 
he  fhined  forth  from  mount  Paran,  and  he  came  with 
ten  thoufands  of  faints  :  from  his  right  hand  went  a 
fiery  law  for  them.”f  The  particular  mention  of  Se¬ 
ir  and  Paran  in  this  exordium,  has  given  birth  to  a 
poor  conceit  in  the  jerufalem  Targum,  to  this  pur¬ 
pofe,  that  God  firft  offered  his  law,  and  the  protec¬ 
tion 
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tion  which  it  afforded,  to  the  Idumcans,  the  inhabit* 
ants  of  Mount  Seir,  and  the  pofterity  of  Efau,  but! 
that  they  rejected  it,  becaufe  it  contained  this  precept, 

44  Thou  fhalt  not  kill,”  That  afterwards  it  was  tender¬ 
ed  to  the  Ifhmaelites,  or  inhabitants  of  Mount  Paran, 
who  rejected  it,  becaufe  it  faid, 44  Thou  fhalt  not  deal.” 
That  then  it  was  prPpofed  to  the  pofterity  of  Jacob, 
who  immediately  replied,  44  AH  that  the  Lord  hath 
commanded  will  we  dp,  and  be  obedient.”  Without 
having  recourfe  to  a  conftru&ion  fo  unfupported,  forc¬ 
ed  and  unnatural,  the  words  of  Mofes,  at  the  firft 
glance,  convey  to  us  an  image  inconceivably  gran4 
and  fublime,  but  at  the  fame  time  fimple,  natural  and 
obvious,  lirael  was  encamped  in  the  plains  of  Moab, 
v/ith  Jordan  and  the  fertile  fields  of  Canaan  direftly 
in  view  :  the  profped  on  the  fouth  terminated  by  the 
lofty  mountains  of  Teman  or  Seir  ;  and  on  the  north 
by  Mount  Paran,  while  Sinai  railed  its  awful  head, 
and  buried  it  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  from  behind. 
Mofes  accordingly  reprefents,  in  the  bold  imagery  of 
oriental  poetry,  the  glory  of  the  Lord  arifing  like  the 
fun  in  the  eaft,  from  behind  the  top  of  Sinai,  and  in- 
ftantly  darting  his  light  from  hill  to  hill,  and  increafr 
ing  in  luftre  till  the  whole  expanfe  of  heaven  is  filled 
with  it.  The  prophet  Habakkuk  has  evidently 
caught  the  fame  celeftial  fire,  is  filled  with  the  fame 
animating  obje£t,  when  he  exclaims,  44  God  came 
from  Teman,  and  the  Holy  One  from  Mount  Paran. 
Selah.  His  glory  covered  the  heavens,  and  the  earth 
was  full  of  his  praife.  And  his  brightnefs  was  as  the 
light,  he  had  horns  coming  out  of  his  hand,  and  there 
was  the  hiding  of  his  power.  Before  him  went  the 
peftilence,  and  burning  coals  went  forth  at  hi$  feet. 
He  flood  and  meafured  the  earth  :  he  beheld,  and 
drove  afunder  the  nations,  and  the  everlafting  moun¬ 
tains  were  fcattered,  the  perpetual  hills  did  bow  :  his 
ways  are  everlafting.”* 

But 
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But  what  are  mountains  and  hills,  and  their  inhab¬ 
itants  ?  Mofes  represents  the  great  God  as  arifing  in 
unclouded  majefty  arnidft  ten  thoufand  of  his  holy 
ones.  ^Angels,  his  nnnifters,  that  excel  in  fliength, 
the  leaft  of  whom  “  could  wield  thefe  elements.” 
His  red  right  hand  is  extended,  prefenting  to  the 
nftonilhed  beholder  a  law,  a -fiery  law,  a  fire  that  puri¬ 
fies,  a  fire  that  confumes.  But  the  terror  of  this 
dreadful  appearance  is  inftantly  loft,  in  a  difplay  of 
the  grace  and  mercy  which  prompted  this  Splendid 
•Vifit.  “  Yea,  he  loved  the  people  ;  all  his  faints  are  in 
thy  hand  :  and  they  fat  down  at  thy  feet ;  every  one 
Ihall  receive  of  thy  words.”  *  Here  we  behold  the 
legiflator  loft  in  the  friend,  and,  inftead  of  diltraded- 
ly,  defpairingly  calling  upon  “  the  mountains  to  fall 
upon  us,  and  the  hills  to  cover  us,”  we  fit  down 
in  tranquillity  at  the  feet  of  our  gracious  teacher, 
and  every  one  for  himfelf  liftens  to  the  language  of 
love. 

Mofes  f rft  'approaches  the  tents  of  the  tribe  of  Reu¬ 
ben,  and  having  introduced  himfelf  by  thefe  Solemn, 
itriking  words,  he  proceeds  to  his  particular  faluta- 
tion  of  that  tribe.  “  Let  Reuben  liye.,  and  not  die  ; 
and  let  not  his  men  be  few.”  f  Concerning  the  head 
of  that  tribe,  his  dying  father  had  prophetically  de¬ 
nounced,  “  Unfit  able  as  water,  thou  fhalt  not  excel 
but  the  bitfling  of  Mofes  feems  to  wipe  the  blot  out 
of  the  Scutcheon,  and  Reuben  feems  reftored  to  his 
rank  in  IfraeJ  again.  Reuben  alone  of  the  fons  of 
Jacob  pitied  Jofeph  in  his  diftrefs,  and  contrived  the 
means  of  reftoring  him  to  his  father  again.  This  re¬ 
deems  him  and  his  family  from  infamy  and  deftruc- 
tion,  and  we  are  difpofed  to  drown  the  memory  of 
his  lewdnefs,  in  refpect  for  his  tenderneis  and  hu¬ 
manity. 

Who  Hands  next  on  the  roll  of  Jacob’s  fons  ?  To 
whom  is  the  fecond  falutation  due  ?  Simeon.  But 
ah  !  we  fee  the  curie  of  a  dying  father  upon  him  ; 

we 
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fed  MbfeS  palling  by  his  dour  without  bidding  him 
God  fpeed ;  we  fee  the  blood  of  the  Sheehemites, 
the  innocent,  credulous  Sheehemites,  lying  with  an 
oppreliive  Weight  upon  his  feed ;  we  fee  a  tribe  of 
fifty-nine  thoufand  three  hundred  in  the  wildernefs  of 
Sinai,  melted  down  and  reduced  to  twenty-two  thou* 
land  two  hundred  in  the  plains  of  Moab  ;  we  fee  no 
judge  or  magiftrate  in  future  times  fpringing  from  his 
loins ;  we  fee  him  cc  divided  in  Jacob,  and  fcattered 
in  Ifrael,”  and  in  all  this  we  fee  the  vengeance  of  a 
righteous  God  pUrfuing  a  cool  and  deliberate  murder¬ 
er  to  utter  ruin,  and  we  think  of  the  more  dreadful 
weight  of  that  blood  which  a  hard-hearted  race  impre¬ 
cated  upon  themfelves  and  their  children  ;  and  which 
the  fliame  and  bufferings  of  one  thoufand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  years  have  not  yet  expiated.  What  muff  the 
fons  of  Simeon  have  felt  When  their  dying  leader  paff- 
ed  them  by,  without  vouchfafing  them  a  word  ;  to 
find  themfelves  alone  unbleffed  of  all  the  children  of 
their  father’s  houfe  !  Speak  to  me,  O  merciful  Father, 
in  whatever  language  thou  wilt :  chide,  upbraid,  chaf- 
tife  me  ;  but  O  pafs  me  not  by  in  filent  negled  :  ceafc 
not  to  reprove  me  :  fay  not,  u  Let  him  alone.” 

The  dying  prophet  paflfes  next  to  the  ftandard  of 
the  tribe  of  Judah.  Judah,  deftined  to  empire,  in- 
creafe  and  ftrength,  Judah  the  father  of  many  princes. 
The  root  and  offspring  of  David.  “  And  this  is  the 
bleffmg  of  Judah  :  and  he  faid.  Hear,  Lord,  the  voice 
of  Judah  ;  and  bring  him  unto  his  people :  let  his 
hands  be  fufficient  for  him,  and  be  thou  an  help  to  him 
from  his  enemies.”*  Thefe  words  of  Mofes  fend  u$ 
again  to  the  dying  bed  of  Jacob,  and  we  find  both 
patriarchs  holding  the  fame  idea  concerning  this  pre¬ 
rogative  tribe,  ftrength  invincible,  triumph  over  every 
foe,  fupreme  authority  ;  and  we  find  ourfelves  led  ftill 
farther  back,  to  Leah,  his  mother,  in  child-birth,  be¬ 
llowing  on  this  her  fourth  fon  a  name  expreffive  of 
her  perfonal  exultation  and  triumph  ;  cc  Judah,  praife 
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the  Lord  55  and  thence  to  the  infinitely  glorious  defign 
of  Providence,  which  has  fwallowed  up  the  tranfrcnt, 
private  feeling  of  the  individual,  in  the  great  and  com- 
prehenfive  view  of  general  companion  and  favour,  and 
the  fource  of  univerfal  gratitude  and  praife;  and* 
borne  on  the  wings  of  infpiration,  we  rife,  with  the 
beloved  difciple  in  vifion,  to  contemplate  the  Lion  of 
the  tribe  of  Judah,  the  root  of  David,  prevailing  to 
open  the  fealed  book,  in  the  right  hand  of  him  that 
fits  on  the  throne,  and  loofing  the  feven  feais  thereof* 
“  ^nd  i  beheld,  and  lo,  in  the  midd  of  the  throne, 
and  of  the  four  beafls,  and  in  the  midd  of  the  elders*, 
flood  a  Lamb,  as  it  had  been  (lain,  having  {even  horns, 
and  feven  eyes,  which  are  the  leven  lpiiits  o  o  ^ 
jfent  forth  into  all  the  earth  ”  “  And  he  came  and  tooic 
the  book  out  of  the  right  hand  of  him  that  fat  upon 
the  throne.  And  when  he  had  taken  the  book,  the 
four  beads  and  the  four  and  twenty  elders  fell  down 
before  the  Lamb,  having  every  one  of  them  harps, 
and  golden  vials  full  of  odours,  which  are  the  prayei  5 
of  faints.  And  they  fung  a  new  fong,  faying,  Thou 
art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  ,to  open  the  lea*s 
thereof:  for  thou  wad  flain,  and  had  redeemed  us  to 
God  by  thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue, 
and  people,  and  nation  ;  and  had  made  us  unto  our 
God,  kings  and  prieds  :  and  we  lhall  reign  on  the 

earth. 55  * 

Thus  we  behold  all  that  is  great  and  magnificent  a* 
mong  men,  bringing  its  glory  and  honour  and  laying  it 
at  the  feet  of  Jefus  ;  and  ail  that  is  pad  and  prefent.  lok 
in  the  immenfity  and  importance  of  that  which  is  to 

He  now  approaches  the  priedly  tribe  of  Levi,  his 
kinfmen  and  friends  according  to  the  flefh,  and  copi- 
oufiy  bedows  his  valedictory  benediction  upon  them, 
in  thefe  remarkable  words,  “  Let  thy  1  hummini  and 
thy  Urim  be  with  thy  holy  one,  whom  thou  didd 

prove  at  Mafiah,  and  with  whom  thou  didd  drive  at 
r  •  the 
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the  waters  of  Meribah  ;  who  faid  unto  his  father,  and 
to  his  mother,  I  have  not  feen  him,  neither  did  he 
acknowledge  his  brethren,  nor  knew  his  own  chil¬ 
dren  :  for  they  have  obferved  thy  word  and  kept  thy 
♦covenant,  lhey  ffiall  teach  Jacob  thy  judgments, 
and  Ilrael  thy  law :  they  fliall  put  incenfe  before  th^y 
and  whole  burnt-facrifice  upon  thine  altar.  Blefs, 
Lord,  his  fubdance,  and  accept  the  work  of  his  hands  : 
fmite  through  the  loins  of  them  that  rife  againd  him, 
and  of  them  that  hate  him,  that  they  rife  not  again.”* 
Levi  had  been  a  partaker  with  Simeon,  in  fhedding 
the  blood  of  the  Shechemites,  and  had  fallen  under 
the  fame  condemnation ;  but  their  fpirit  and  zeal  in 
expiating  the  guilt  of  the  golden  calf  by  the  blood  of 
its  idolatrous  worlhippers,  has  removed  the  ftain,  and 
redored  their  own  blood  again,  and  the  dreadful  fen- 
tence,  “  I  will  divide  them  in  Jacob,  and  fcatter  them 
in  Ifrael,  as  far  as  ft  affects  them,  is  from  a  curfe 
turned  into  a  bleffing.  They  are  divided  in  Jacob,  and 
fcatteied  in  Ifrael,  but  it  is  honourably  to  themfelves 
and  ufefully  to  others  :  as  the  prieds  of  the  Lord,  and 
*he  indructors  of  the  people.  Why  may  we  not  fup* 
pole  Eliezer  the  high-pried,  arrayed  in  his  facerdo* 
tal  vedments,  /landing  at  the  head  of  his  tribe  to  re^ 
ceive  the  falutation  of  Mofes,  and  that  the  appearance 
of  this  facred  officer  in  the  fplendour  of  his  pontifical 
garb,  might  fugged  to  Mofes  fome  of  the  particulars 
contained  in  tnis  bleffing,  efpecially  the  beginning  of 
it  ?  6C  Let  thy  Thummim  and  thy  Urim  be  with  thy 
holy  one.”  cc  Thy  Thummim  and  thy  Urim,”  that  is, 
being  interpreted,  “  thy  perfections  and  thy  lights.” 
They  were  myderies,  of  which  we  have  fpoken  in  a 
former  Lecture,  put  into  the  high-pried’s  bread-plate, 
and  were  defigned  apparently  to  fignify  the  graces  and 
office  of  the  priedhood,  which  was  committed  to  Aa¬ 
ron  and  his  feed,  till  Chrid  came,  who  fhould  obtain 
and  exercile  an  ever  lading  and  unchangeable  pried¬ 
hood, 
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hood,  after  a  more  excellent  order  than  that  of  Aa- 

According  to  the  different  ideas  of  the  myftery  of 
the  Urim  and  Thummim,  and  the  .connexion  here 
^ftablifhed  between  them  and  the  temptation  at  Mab 
fah  and  the  ftrife  at  Meribah,  various  turns  and  inter¬ 
pretations  have  been  given  to  the  words  of  Mofes,  _ 

i.  They  are  fuppofed  to  be  addreffed  to  God  him- 
felf,  and  the  fenfe  to  run  thus,  “  Thy  'ihummim  and 
thy?  Urim”  (O  God)  be  with  the  man,  thy  gracious 
faint,  (Aaron  and  his  feed)  whom  thou  temptedft  with 
temptation,  or  contended!!  with  (for  his  fin)  at  the 
waters  of  Meribah,  of  which  we  have  the  hiftory. 
Numb.  xx.  “  And  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes  and 
Aaron,  Becaufe  ye  believed  me  not,  to  fanftify  me  in 
the  eyes  of  the  children  of  Ifrael ;  therefore  ye  {hall 
not  bring  this  congregation  into  the  land  which  I  have 
given  them.  This  is  the  water  of  Meribah,  becaufe 
the  children  of  Ifrael  ftroye  with  the  Lord  ;  and  he 
was  fan&ified  in  them.”* 

Or,  2dly,  they  may  be  addreffed  to  the  whole  tribe, 
and  with  this  fenfe,  i  hy  Thummim  and  thy  Urim  (O 
Levi)  be  with  Aaron  and  his  fons  !  the  holy,  chofen, 
anointed  one  of  thy  gracious  God,  whona  thou,  in 
common  with  the  reft  of  Ifrael,  temptedft  in  Maffah 
and  in  the  ftrife  at  Meribah. 

Or,  3dly,  underftanding  by  the  “  holy  one,”  the 
Chrift  of  God,  this  will  be  the  fenfe,  Thy  Thummim 
and  thy  Urim  (O  Levi)  is  with  (or  belongs  to)  the 
man  thy  Holy  One,  (Meffiah,  the  Chrift)  the  Holy  One 
of  God,  whom  thou  temptedft  at  Maffah,  and  didft 
ftrive  with  at  Meribah,  In  this  laft  interpretation,  the 
weaknefs,  infufficiency,  imperfection  and  tranfitorinefs 
of  the  Levitical  priefthood  are  implied  :  it  retained  not 
long  the  Urim  and  Thummim,  but  loft  them  in  the 
Babylonifh  captivity,  as  we  find  from  Ezra,  chap.  ii. 
ver.  63.  “  And  the  Tirfhatha  faid  unto  them.  That 

they  fhould  not  eat  of  the  moft  holy  things  till  there 

ftood. 
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Itood^  up  a  prieft  with  Urim  and  with  Thummim.” 
And  it  does  not  appear  they  ever  had  them  more,  un¬ 
til  by  Jefus  Chrift,  our  High-Prieft  after  the  order  of 

Aaron,  they  were  reftored  in  the  “  light  and  truth” 
of  the  gofpeh 

The  bleffing  upon  Levi  thus  proceeds  ;  “  Who  faid 
unto  his  father,  and  to  his  mother,  I  have  not  ieen 
him,  neither  did  he  acknowledge  his  brethren,  nor 
knew  his  own  children  z  for  they  have  obferved  thy 
*vord,  and  kept  thy  covenant.”*  This  is  generally 
underftood  to  exprefs  the  devotednefs  of  that  tribe  to 
the  worlhip  andfervice  of  God,  which  laid  them  under 
a  neceffiry  of  abftradedneGi  from  the  world,  and  con- 
ftraintd  them,  when  employed  in  the  order  of  their 
courfe,  to  fupprefs  all  appearance  of  fecular  concern, 
fuch  as  mourning  for  the  dead,  and  the  like.  Thus 
when  “  Nadah  and  Abihu  perifhed  by  fire  before  the 
Loici,  Aaron  anci  his  two  ftirviving  fons  were  c\- 
prefsly  forbid  to  fhew  any  figris  of  forrow.  “  Uncov- 
er  not  your  heads,  neither  rend  your  clothes,  left  ye 
die.  “  And  Aaron  held  nis  peace.”  The  words  are 
by  rnany  interpreters  fuppofed  particularly  to  refer  to 
the  judgment  executed  through  the  zeal  of  this  tribe 
on  their  offending  brethren  in  the  matter  of  the  gold¬ 
en  call,  which  is  thus  defcribed  :  “  And  Mofes  ftood 
in  the  gate  of  the  camp,  and  laid.  Who  is  on  the  Lord’s 
fide.?  let  him  come  unto  me.  And  all  the  foils  of 
Levi  gathered  themfeives  together  unto  him.  And 
he  faid  unto  them,  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael, 
put  every  man  his  fword  by  his  fide,  and  go  in  and 
out  from  gate  to  gate  throughout  the  camp,  and  flay 
Every  man  his  brother,  and  every  man  his  companion, 
and. every  man  his  neighbour.  And  the  children  of 
Levi  did  according  to  the  word  of  Mofes :  and  there 
fell  of  "the  people  that  day  about  three  thoufand  men. 
f  or  Mofes  had  faid,  Confecrate  yourfelves  to-day  to 
the  Lord,  even  every  man  upon  his  fon,  and  upon  his 
brother ;  that  he  may  beftow  upon  you  a  bleffing 

this 


*  Dent,  xxxiii.  9. 


Lect.  IX.  Eiftory  of  Mofes.  j.17 

this  day.”*  And  it  may  perhaps  be  intended  as  a 
warning  to  the  chriitian  priefthood,  that  though  their 
profeiiion  does  not  call  them  wholly  to  renounce  the 
world,  to  reftrain  the  workings  of  natural  affection, 
and  ceafe  to  be  men ;  yet  it  does  call  them  to  a  higher 
degree  of  heavenly-mindednefs,  to  ftricter  felf-govern- 
ment,  to  a  greater  fuperiority  to  worldly  attachments 
and  purfuits,  to  have  no  refpeCt  of  perfons  in  difpenf- 
ing  the  bread  of  life,  to  “  know  no  man  after  the 
fleih,”  to  fit  iooi'er  than  others  to  the  things  of  time. 

The  next  article  of  their  prophet’s  parting  bleffing 
defcribes  their  glorious  privileges.  “  They  lhall  teach 
facob  thy  judgments,  and  Il'rael  thy  law  :  they  lhall 
put  incenfe  before  thee,  and  whole  burnt-facrifice  up¬ 
on  thine  altar.”  The  prieft’s  lips  Ihould  keep  knowl- 
edge. 

This  then  is  the  firfb  duty  of  their  office  ;  to  “teach 
Jacob  the  judgments  of  God,  and  Ifrael  his  law. 
Theirs  was  to  be  the  diftinguifhed  honour  of  training 
up  every  fucceeding  generation  as  it  arofe,  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  God  of  their  fathers,  in  what  he  had 
done  for  them, and  what  he  required  of  them ;  of  point¬ 
ing  out  and  inculcating  upon  them  the  connexion  be¬ 
tween  their  privileges  and  their  duties,  their  fafety  and 
their  obedience,  their  fecurity  and  their  fidelity.  They 
were  (till  to  fet  before  the  people  “  good  and  evil, 
the  bleffing  and  the  curfe,”  the  promifes  which  allur¬ 
ed  to  the  one,  the  threatenings  which  deterred  from 
the  other.  They  were  under  the  neceffity,  of  confe- 
quence,  of  ftudying  the  law  of  God,  and  the  hiftory 
of  his  providence  themfelves,  in  order  to  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  others ;  and  to  exhibit  a  decent  conformity,  in 
their  own  deportment,  to  what  was  written,  as  a  pat¬ 
tern  to  their  fellow-citizens.  A  talk  at  once  painful, 
dangerous  and  honourable. 

The  fecond  duty  of  their  ftation  was,  “  to  put  in¬ 
cenfe  before  God.”  That  facred  perfume  was  em¬ 
blematical  of  the  prayers,  the  praifes  and  thankfgiving 

of 
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of  Ifrael  ;  and  on  Levi  was  conferred  the  glorious 
privilege  of  Handing  between  God  and  the  people,  of 
conveying  from  him  to  them  the  dictates  of  his  will, 
the  promifes  of  his  grace,  the  affufance  of  his  favour 
and  protection  ;  and,  as  the  mouth  of  the  people,  to 
re-convey  to  God,  the  effufions  of  their  gratitude,  the 
acknowledgment  of  their  fubmiffion  and  dependence  £ 
theii  entire,  confidence  in  the  truth  and  faithfulnefs 
of  God,  their  entire  hope  in  his  mercy.  Thefe  the 
fons  of  Levi  were  to  prefent  before  the  Lord  as  in- 
cenfe ;  and  with  this  facrifice  of  praife  from  the  peo¬ 
ple,  the  incenfe  of  their  own  grateful  acknowledg¬ 
ments  would  naturally  mingle  and  afcend. 

Finally,  the  blefling  pronounced  on  this  diflinguifh- 
ed  tribe,  impofed  on  them  the  office  of  offering  up 
“  whole  burnt  facrifice  upon  the  altar  of  God.”  They 
not  only  flood  between  a  gracious  God  and  an  indebt¬ 
ed  people  ;  but  a  holy  and  offended  God,  and  a  frail, 
offending  people.  Hence  the  neceffity  of  “burnt 
facrifice,”  hence  the  idea  of  atonement,  hence  the 
fhedding  of  blood  for  the  remiffion  of  fin,  hence  the 
inflitution  of  the  Levitical  prieflhood — “  the  fhadow 
of  good  things  to  come.”  And  thus  the  daily  facri¬ 
fice,  the  interceffion  of  the  houfe  of  Aaron,  and  the 
united  characters  of  teacher  and  priefl  in  the  fame 
perfon,  prefigured  and  pointed  out  “  the  Lamb  of 
God,  who  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world.” — “  The 
one  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  the  Man  Chrifl 
Jefus.”  The  great  Teacher  fent  from  God,  “  who 
fpake  as  never  man  fpake.”  “  God’s  beloved  Son,  in 
whom  he  is  well  pleafed.” 

The  conclufion  of  the  benediction  is  prophetic,  and 
defcriptive  of  their  reward,  their  inheritance,  and  fe- 
curity.  “  Blefs,  Lord,  his  fubftance,  and  accept  the 
work  of  his  hands ;  fmite  through  the  loins  of  them 
that  rife  againfl  him,  and  of  them  that  hate  him,  that 
they  rife  not  again.”  *  This  is  the  perfection  of  crea¬ 
ture  happinefs  ;  ample  provifion,  and  the  blefling  of 

the 
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the  Almighty  poured  down,  and  retting  upon  it — 
works  and  labours  of  love  cheerfully  performed,  and 
gracioufly  accepted — every  foe  fubdued,  and  every 
ground  of  fear  forever  removed.  Here  may  we  not 
apply  to  this  tribe  in  particular,  what  Mofes,  in  the 
clofe,  applies  to  Ifrael  in  general  ?  “  Happy  art  thou 
O  Levi :  who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  people  faved  by 
the  Lord,  the  ffiield  of  thy  help,  and  who  is  the  fword 
of  thy  excellency  !  and  thine  enemies  fhall  be  found 
liars  unto  thee,  and  thou  {halt  tread  upon  their  high 
places/’ * 

Such  were  the  functions,  the  privileges,  the  honours 
and  the  emoluments  of  theLevitical  priefthood.  They 
fuggeft  to  the  chriftian  miniftry,  the  vigilance,  dili¬ 
gence,  fidelity  and  zeal  which  become  thofe  “  who 
mull  give  account” — the  neceflity  laid  upon  them  “  to 
declare  the  whole  counfel  of  God” — the  allured  fup- 
port  on  which  they  may  depend,  while  they  confcien- 
tioufly  aim  at  doing  their  duty — the  glorious  “  recom- 
penfe  of  reward,”  which  is  laid  up  for  “  the  good  and 
faithful  fervant,”  in  that  day  “  when  they  that  be 
wife  fhall  fhine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament ; 
and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs,  as  the  ftars 
forever  and  ever.”  f  May  the  power  of  fuch  motives 
be  felt  and  underftood  by  all  who  bear  the  facred  and 
important  office,  that  by  them  they  may  be  rendered 
“  ftedfaft,  unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  forafmuch  as  they  know  that  their 
labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.” 

The  farther  progrefs  of  Mofes  through  the  remain¬ 
ing  tribes  of  Ifrael  fhall  be  the  fubjeflt  of  the  next 
Lefture. 

*  Deut.  xxxiii.  29.  f  Dan.  xii.  3. 
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And  this  is  the  blejjing  wherewith  Mofes  the  man  of  God 
bleffed  the  children  of  Ifrael  before  his  death. 

T.  HE  rich  man  in  hell  is  reprefented*  as  entertain, 
ing  the  fond  belief,  that  the  return  of  one  from  the 
dead  would  certainly  be  effe&ual,  to  the  convi&ion 
and  amendment  of  a  thoughtlefs  and  impenitent  gen¬ 
eration.  And  men  in  general  are  difpofed  to  afcribe 
an  infallible  efficacy  to  means  fabricated  in  their  own 
imagination,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  they  wilfully 
negleft  to  ufe  thofe  which  God  has  appointed,  whofe 
operation  is  undoubted,  and  of  which  they  are  in  the 
entire  poffeffion.  The  man  of  one  talent  lays  it  up  in 
a  napkin  and  buries  it,  becaule  he  cannot,  with  one, 
do  the  work  of  five  or  ot  ten.  One  man  is  an  infidel, 
becaufe  the  miraculous  powers  which  once  accom¬ 
panied  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  accompany  it  no 
more  ;  another  affefts  to  defpife  all  external  evidence 
whatever,  and  looks  at  Chriftianity  with  a  fufpicious 
eye,  becaufe  it  called  in  miracles  and  prophecy  to  con¬ 
firm  and  fupport  it.  The  Jews  rejected  the  counfel  of 
God  againft  themfelves,  faying,  “  He  cafteth  out  dev¬ 
ils,  bv  Beelzebub  the  prince  of  the  devils.”!  lhe 

Greeks 

Luke  xvi.  27,  28. 
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Greeks  accounted  the  doctrine  of  the  crofs  foolifhnefs, 
becaufe  it  belied  their  vain  philofophy,  and  expofed 
their  worldly  fpirit. 

Were  it  poffible  for  the  human  race  to  affemble  in 
one  general  council,  in  order  to  fettle  a  mode  of  re¬ 
ligion  which  fhould  fuit  the  whole,  they  would  fpeedi- 
ly  be  conftrained  to  feparate,  without  coming  to  any 
fpecific,  decifive  agreement  on  a  point  fo  effential  ; 
for  pride,  and  felfifhnefs,  and  the  fpirit  of  contradic¬ 
tion,  would  inflantly  raife  oppofition,  and  the  molt 
falutary  idea  would  be  rejected  by  one  party,  for  no 
better  reafon  than  that  it  was  adopted  by  another. 
Were  the  rich  man  to  come  from  the  dead,  commif- 
fioned  “  to  tell  the  fecrets  of  his  prifon-houfe  were 
Lazarus  permitted  to  leave  the  bofom  of  Abraham,  in 
order  to  difplay  to  men  the  glories  of  paradife  ;  what 
could  they  fay  that  has  not  been  repeated  a  thoufand 
and  a  thoufand  times  ?  The  one  would  be  efteemed  by 
a  bufy,  carelefs,  unbelieving  world,  a  poor,  moping, 
melancholy  wretch,  fit  for  a  place  in  Bedlam  ;  the 
other  would  be  called  an  enthufiaflic  vifionary  5  and 
they  might,  for  ought  the  world  cared,  return  to  the 
places  from  whence  they  came,  and  report  that  man¬ 
kind  was  better  employed  than  to  liflen  to  their 
dreams  ;  that  it  was  ele&ion  time  ;  that  the  term  was 
coming  on,  that  a  packet  was  expe&ed,  or  a  fleet  ar¬ 
rived. 

Men  amufe  themfelves  with  crying  up  the  advantages 
of  thofe  who  faw  Chrift  going  about  doing  good, 
“  healing  all  manner  of  ficknefs  among  the  people  •/* 
of  thofe  who  heard  Paul  preach,  and  the  like ;  but 
the  faithful  and  true  witnefs  affures  us,  that  Jefus  fre¬ 
quently  wrought  miracles,  and  Paul  preached  in  vain. 
Capernaum,  Bethfaida,  Jerufalem,  remained  full  of  un¬ 
believers  ;  and  apoftolic  eloquence  was  called  bab¬ 
bling  by  one,  it  made  another  to  {hake  under  a  tem¬ 
porary  fit  of  trembling,  andpnly  “  almoft  perfuaded” 
a  third  to  be  a  chriftian. 
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The  decifion  of  father  Abraham  then,  in  the  paf- 
fage  already  referred  to,  is  founded  in  truth  and  ex¬ 
perience.  44  If  they  hear  not  Mofes  and  the  prophets, 
neither  will  they  be  perfuaded  though  one  rofe  from 
the  dead."’  *  Mofes  fpake  from  the  brink  of  the 
grave,  and  was  forgotten  the  moment  his  voice  ceaf- 
ed.  God  himfelf  thundered  from  Sinai,  44  Thou  fhalt 
not  make  unto  thee  any  graven  image,  or  any  like- 
liefs  of  any  thing  that  is  in  heaven  above,  or  that  is  in 
the  earth  beneath,  or  that  is  in  the  water  under  the 
earth.  Thou  fhalt  not  bow  down  thyfelf  to  them, 
nor  ferve  them  :  for  I  the  Lord  thy  God  am  a  jealous 
God,  vifiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the 
children  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them 
that  hate  me  :”f  and  within  “a  little  month”  we  fee 
all  Ifrael  dancing  round  a  golden  calf,  and  faying, 
44  Thefe  be  thy  gods,  O  Ifrael,  which  brought  thee  up 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.”  *  The  Son  of  Man  came 
down  from  heaven,  difclofed  the  fecrets  of  the  eter¬ 
nal  mind  ;  defcended  into  the  grave,  and  returned  to 
the  earth,  and  fhewed  himfelf  openly.  But  did  infi¬ 
delity  flop  her  mouth  ?  No.  44  Some  of  the  watch 
came  into  the  city,  and  fhewed  unto  the  chief  priefls 
all  the  things  that  were  done.  And  when  they  were 
affembled  with  the  elders,  and  had  taken  counfel, 
they  gave  large  money  unto  the  foldiers,  faying,  Say 
ye,  his  difciples  came  by  night,  and  Hole  him  away 
while  we  flept.  And  if  this  come  to  the  governor’s 
ears,  we  will  perfuade  him,  and  fecureyou.  So  they 
took  the  money,  and  did  as  they  were  taught :  and 
this  faying  is  commonly  reported  among  the  Jews  un¬ 
til  this  day.”  § 

The  circumftances  in  which  Mofes  took  his  laft  long 
farew^el  of  his  beloved  charge,  were  fuch,  one  would 
t\  ink,  as  to  leave  a  lading,  an  indelible  impreflion  on 
tli  e  minds  of  his  hearers  ;  but  the  fequel  fhews  us, 
th':t  the  impreffions  of  gratitude,  fympathy,  forrow 

and 
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and  regret,  are  iC  as  the  morning  cloud  and  the  early 
dew,  which  paffeth  away.” 

— Having  finifhed  his  courfe,  and  the  time  of  his  de¬ 
parture  drawing  nigh,  we  behold  the  man  of  God 
making  his  final  progrefs  through  the  camp  of  Ifrael ; 

-  going  from  tribe  to  tribe,  from  ftandard  to  ftandard, 
fainting  every  one  by  his  name,  and  pronouncing  over 
him  the  cordial  benediction  of  a  dying  friend.  We 
have  accompanied  him  from  Reuben  to  Judah,  and 
from  Judah  to  Levi,  and  heard  his  dying  breath  con¬ 
firm  the  promife  of  royal  dignity  to  the  one,  and  en¬ 
tail  the  facred  dignity  of  the  priefthood  upon  the 
other.  They  have  heard  his  laft  adieu.  Their  eyes 
fhall  behold  him  no  more.,  He  has  now  arrived  at  the 
encampment  of  Benjamin.  Benjamin,  the  fon  of  his 
mother's  forrow,  the  fon  of  his  father's  right  hand  : 
the  laft  of  Ifrael  in  the  courfe  of  nature,  not  the  lead 
in  the  affeCtion  of  his  foie  furviving  parent,  nor  in  im¬ 
portance  as  one  of  the  heads  of  the  holy  common¬ 
wealth.  Benjamin,  deftined  of  Providence  to  fupport 
the  throne  of  David,  when  fhaken  by  the  revolt  of  ten 
tribes.  And  what  is  the  bleffing  of  Benjamin  ?  “  Of 
Benjamin  he  faid,  The  beloved  of  the  Lord  fhall  dwell 
in  fafety  by  him  ;  and  the  Lord  (hall  cover  him  all 
the  day  long,  and  he  fhall  dwell  between  his  fhoul- 
ders.”  # 

The  courfe  in  which  Mofes  proceeded  in  pronounc¬ 
ing  the  bleffing,  is  fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  propheti¬ 
cally  governed,  according  to  the  geographical  defcrip- 
tion  of  Canaan,  and  the  order  and  courfe  in  which 
each  portion  was  allotted  to  every  feveral  tribe.  Ben¬ 
jamin,  therefore,  is  addreffed  before  his  elder  brother 
Jofeph,  becaufe  the  lot  of  his  inheritance  was  to  lie 
between  the  lots  of  Judah  and  Jofeph,  and  to  border 
upon  each,  and  this,  by  confulting  the  book  of  Jofhua, 
xviii.  n.  you  will  fmd  was  the  cafe.  And  we  fhall 
afterwards  find  many  circumftances  concurring  to  give 
a  diftinCtion  and  a  confequence  to  Benjamin,  among 
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the  tribes  of  Ifrael.  Jebus,  that  is  Jerufalem,  fell  to 
them.  Of  courfe*  the  feat  of  empire  and  of  religion, 
in  procefs  of  time*  was  fixed  in  the  midfl  of  them* 
Imperial  Judah  adnliniflered  the  affairs  of  government 
in  a  city  belonging  to  another  tribe,  and  from  the  day 
that  the  temple  was  built,  not  only  the  priefts  the  fons 
of  Levi  were  called  to  minifier  in  the  order  of  their 
courfe,  within  the  confines  of  their  brother  Benjamin  ; 
but  all  the  males  of  all  the  tribes  were  obliged  to  ap¬ 
pear  before  the  Lord  in  the  fame  place,  at  the  three 
great  ftated  feftivals  every  year,  befides  the  innumera¬ 
ble  occafional  vifits  made  to  the  metropolis  of  the 
whole  country,  as  to  the  centre  of  civil  government 
and  of  religious  worfhip. 

On  comparing  the  arrangement  of  the  precious 
Hones  in  the  breaff-plate  of  the  high-prieff,  with  that 
of  the  fame  number  and  quality  of  gems  which  are 
reprefented  as  confiituting  the  foundation  of  the  new 
Jerufalem,  we  find  the  jafper  Handing  laH,  with  the 
name  of  Benjamin  engraved  upon  it,  in  the  breafi- 
plate  ;  but  the  firH  in  the  foundation  of  the  holy  city, 
which  is  the  type  of  the  chriHian  church. 

With  the  aid  of  Benjamin  alone,  Judah  was  enabled 
to  fupport  an  independent  fovereignty,  which  confid- 
erably  outlafled  the  kingdom  of  the  ten  tribes.  This, 
and  various  other  circumHances,  in  the  future  hiHory 
and  condition  of  this  tribe,  explain  the  bleffmg  of  Mo¬ 
fes,  which  defcribes  him  as  “  the  beloved  of  the 
Lord,”  tenderly  watched  over  and  protected  of  Jeho¬ 
vah,  as  the  progenitor  of  this  tribe  according  to  the 
flefh  was  carefully  kept  at  home,  and  affectionately 
cherifhed  by  his  father  Jacob  ;  as  “  dwelling  in  fafety 
by  him,”  that  is,  in  confidence,  in  fecurity,  there  be¬ 
ing  “  none  to  make  him  afraid,”  to  whdm  God  was 
fo^nigh.  There  is  apparently  an  allufion  to  this,  and 
a  beautiful  one,  in  the  48th  Pfalm,  from  verfe  i.  to  5. 
“  Great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be  praifed,  in  the 
city  of  our  God,  in  the  mountain  of  his  holineiS. 

Beautiful  for  fituation,  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth,  is 
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Mount  Zion,  on  the  fides  of  the  north,  the  city  of  the 
great  king.  God  is  known  in  her  palaces  for  a  ref¬ 
uge.  For  lo,  the  kings  were  aflembled,  they  palfed 
by  together.  They  faw  it,  and  fo  they  marvelled  ; 
they  were  troubled,  and  hailed  away.”  “  The  Lord 
fhall  cover  him,”  adds  Mofes,  “  all  day  long.”  “  Cov¬ 
er”  The  Seventy  tranilate  the  word  by  one  that  iig- 
nifies  “  to  overfhadow.”  The  Chaldean  paraphrafe 
is,  “he  fhall  be  afhield  over  him  it  denotes  afecu- 
rity,  covering  or  protection  from  evil  ;  and  the  evan¬ 
gelical  prophet,  Ifaiah,  beautifully  expands  the  thought 
in  thefe  remarkable  words,  defcriptive  of  and  applied 
to  the  fame  objeCt.  “  And  the  Lord  will  create  upon 
every  dwelling-place  of  Mount  Zion,  and  upon  her 
aifemblies,  a  cloud  and  fmoak  by  day,  and  the  fhining 
of  a  flaming  fire  by  night :  for  upon  all  the  glory  fhall 
be  a  defence.  And  there  fhall  be  a  tabernacle  for  a 
fhadowin  the  day-time  from  the  heat,  and  for  a  place 
of  refuge, and  for  a  covert  from  itorm  and  from  rain.”* 
44  All  day  long,”  or  44  every  day  ;”  that  is,  continual¬ 
ly.  “And  he  fhall  dwell  between  his  fhoulders 
like  the  head,  the  glory  of  the  natural  body,  rearing 
itfelf  majeflically  between  and  upon  46  the  fhoulders,” 
the  flrength  and  power  of  the  man.  This  was  the 
blefling  of  Benjamin. 

Mofes  feems  now  to  turn  to  a  peculiarly  favourite  ob¬ 
ject  ;  he  feems  to  rife  above  himfelf,  the  fpirit  of  dying 
Jacob  feems  to  revive  in  him.  As  if  the  name  of  Jo¬ 
seph  were  the  fire  put  to  the  train,  he  kindles,  he 
blazes,  he  lightens.  As  if  the  name  of  Jofeph  were 
the  fignal  to  be  at  once  great  and  fublime,  tender  and 
pathetic,  approaching  his  flandard,  recollecting  the 
hiflory  and  character  of  their  illuflrious  progenitor, 
contemplating  their  rifmg  greatnefs  and  profperity,  he 
thus  breaks  out  in  flrains  loftier  than  bard  ever  lung. 
44  Blefled  of  the  Lord  be  his  land,  for  the  precious 
things  of  heaven,  for  the  dew,  and  for  the  deep  that 
coucheth  beneath  ;  and  for  the  precious  fruits  brought 
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forth  by  the  fun,  and  for  the  preciotis  things  put 
forth  by  the  moon,  and  for  the  chief  things  of  the 
ancient  mountains,  and  for  the  precious  things  of  the 
lading  hills.  And  for  the  precious  things  of  the 
earth,  and  fulnefs  thereof }  and  for  the  good  will  of 
him  that  dwelt  in  the  buffi  :  let  the  bleffipg  come  up¬ 
on  the  head  of  Jofeph,  and  upon  the  top  of  the  head 
of  him  that  was  feparated  from  his  brethren.  His 
glory  is  like  the  firitling  of  his  bullock,  and  his 
horns  are  like  the  horns  of  unicorns :  with  them  he 
fhall  pufh  the  people  together  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  : 
and  they  are  the  ten  thoufands  of  Ephraim,  and  they 
are  the  thoufands  of  Manalfeh.”*  Ifaac  had  but  two 
fons,  and  found  himfelf  exhaulted  when  he  had  be¬ 
llowed  a  bleffing  upon  one  of  them  ;  Jacob  has  twelve 
fons,  and  yet  he  has  a  feveral  bleffing  for  each  fon. 
Ifrael  at  the  death  of  Mofes  was  increafed  to  an  innum¬ 
erable  multitude,  and  yet  there  ate  bleffings  enough, 
and  to  fpare,  and  yet  there  is  room.  And  when  God 
fhall  have  brought  back  the  captivity  of  Jacob,  when 
God  lhall  have  brought  his  ancient  people  within  the 
bond  of  the  gofpel  covenant,  together  with  the  fulnefs 
of  the  Gentile  nations,  the  tide  of  benedi&ion  lhall 
rife,  and  rife,  and  fwell  to  the  number  and  neceffity 
of  all  the  partakers.  Thus  the  facred  ftream  which 
Ezekiel  faw  in  vifion,  iffuing  from  the  threlhold  of 
the  houfe,  was  at  fir  ft  but  a  little  bubbling  fountain 
but  after  a  progrels  of  a  thoufand  cubits,  became  cc  a 
brook  of  water  up  to  the  ancles  after  a  thoufand 
more,  had  rifen  to  the  height  of  the  loins  ;  and  after 
a  thoufand  more,  “  the  waters  were  rifen,  waters  to 
fwim  in,  a  river  that  could  not  be  palfed  over/’ 

To  go  into  a  detail  of  the  particulars  contained  in 
the  bleffing  of  Jofeph,  inltead  of  occupying  the  place 
of  an  evening,  might  furnilh  employment  for  years. 
I  feel  myfelf  perfefily  at  a  lofs  how  to  reprefent  it  to 
your  view  \  in  what  light  firft  to  conlider  it,  what 

particular  part  of  it  to  bring  forward — whether  I 

Ihould 
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fliould  at  all  prefume  to  attempt  an  illuftration  of  it, 
or  leave  it  altogether  to  your  private  meditation. 
Never,  furely,  in  the  fame  quantity  of  words  were  ex¬ 
hibited  fuch  a  multitude  and  variety  of  beautiful,  ftrik- 
ing,  and  fublime  ideas.  When  Jofeph  is  to  be  bleff- 
ed,  the  prophet  for  him  arrays  nature  in  her  gayeft, 
richeft  attire  :  for  him  he  digs  into  the  mine,  and 
cleaves  the  flinty  rock,  and  pours  jewels  and  gold  at 
his  feet.  “  For  him  the  rofes  blow,  for  him  diftils 
the  dew.”  For  him  golden  harvefts  wave  in  the  fra¬ 
grant  air,  and  rivers  of  milk  and  oil  flow  down  the 
mountains  and  through  the  vallies.  For  him  the  fwell- 
ing  clufters  of  the  vine  aflurne  a  purple  hue,  the 
meadows  clothe  themfelves  with  verdure,  and  the 
cedars  of  God  lift  their  proud  heads  to  the  fkies  ;  the 
fun  and  moon,  and  eleven  ftars,  do  obeifance  to  him. 
Nature  is  then  animated,  as  it  were,  to  do  him  hon¬ 
our,  to  give  him  protetdion,  to  extend  his  empire,  to 
minifter  to  his  delight.  The  grove  becomes  vocal,  the 
bullock  treads  ftately  through  the  plain,  the  unicorn 
pufhes  with  the  horn,  nations  of  enemies  melt  before 
him,  the  ten  thoufands  of  Ephraim,  and  the  thoufands  of 
Manaffeh,  cultivate  their  fertile,  peaceful  fields,  beau¬ 
tify  their  pleafant  villages,  fortify  their  magnificent 
cities. 

With  inexhaufted  ftrength,  with  refiftlefs  force,  the 
prophet  then  hurries  us  out  of  the  fphere  of  nature, 
bears  us  to  the  awful  regions  of  religion,  places  our 
feet  on  holy  ground.  It  is  the  bleffing  of  Jofeph,  and 
we  feel  ourfelves  tranfported  to  the  wildernefs  of 
Horeb,  we  behold  the  bufh  on  fire,  we  hear  the  voice 
of  God  himfelf  from  the  midft  of  the  flame.  But 
though  it  fpeaks  from  the  midft  of  fire,  to  the  houfe 
of  Jofeph  it  fpeaks  nothing  but  love,  it  is  a  fire  that 
confumes  not,  it  breathes  66  good  will.”  Mofes  hav¬ 
ing  thus  as  a  poet  touched  every  power  of  imagina¬ 
tion,  condufted  us  from  one  fcene  of  delight  to  an¬ 
other,  and  made  all  Eden  rife  to  view  ;  having,  as  a 
prophet,  unveiled  the  world  of  fpirits  to  our  aftonifh- 
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ed  fight,  and  borne  us  as  on  eagle’s  wings  up  to  the 
throne  of  God,  gently  deviates  into  his  character  of 
orator  and  hiftorian,  and  fweetly  re-defcends  with  us 
into  the  field  of  Zoan,  and  calls  forth  a  tender  figh 
from  our  bofom  over  the  haplefs  youth  who  was  torn 
from  his  father’s  embrace,  and  fold  into  flavery.  cc  Let 
the  bleffing  come  upon  the  head  of  Jofeph,  and  upon 
the  top  of  the  head  of  him  that  was  feparated  from  his 
brethren.”*  But  cc  who  is  this  that  darkeneth  coun- 
fel  by  words  without  knowledge  ?”t  Mofes,  my 
friends,  feems  reluCtant  to  break  off  his  fubjed,  he  is 
loth  to  bid  Jofeph  farewel ;  as  he  goes  he  cc  cafts  a 
longing  lingering  look  behind,”  and  fighs  out  another 
bleffing,  after  his  tongue  is  filent.  When  Jacob 
fpeaks  to  Jofeph,  and  Mofes  writes  and  fpeaks  of  him, 
neither  of  them  knows  how  to  leave  off. 

We  foon  find  the  prediction  of  Mofes  verified,  and 
the  parting  benediction  falling  down,  according  to  the 
letter  of  it,  in  copious  fhowers  upon  the  head  of  Jo¬ 
feph.  For  though  half  the  tribe  of  Manaffeh  obtain¬ 
ed  an  inheritance  beyond  Jordan,  and  a  fair  and  fpa- 
cious  lot  had  fallen  to  the  reft  of  the  fons  of  Jofeph 
in  Canaan,  they  are  foon  under  the  neceffity  of  ap¬ 
plying  to  Joffiua  for  an  additional  lot  to  enlarge  their 
border.  46  Arid  the  children  of  Jofeph  fpake  unto 
Jofhua,  faying,  Why  haft  thou  given  me  but  one  lot 
and  one  portion  to  inherit,  feeing  I  am  a  great  people, 
forafmuch  as  the  Lord  hath  blelfed  me  hitherto  ?  And 
Joffiua  anfwered  them.  If  thou  be  a  great  people,  then 
get  thee  up  to  the  wood-country,  and  cut  down  for 
thyfelf  there  in  the  land  of  the  Perizzites  and  of  the 
giants,  if  Mount  Ephraim  be  too  narrow  for  thee. 
And  the  children  of  Jofeph  faid,  The  hill  is  not 
enough  for  us  :  and  all  the  Canaanites  that  dwell  in 
the  land  of  the  valley  have  chariots  of  iron,  both  they 
who  are  of  Beth-ffiean  and  her  towns,  and  they  who 
are  of  the  valley  of  Jezreel.  And  Jofhua  fpake  unto 

the  houfe  of  Jofeph,  even  to  Ephraim  and  to  Manaf¬ 
feh, 
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feh,  faying,  Thou  art  a  great  people,  and  haft  great 
power  i  thou  fha.lt  not  have  one  lot  only.  But  the 
mountain  fhall  be  thine  ;  for  it  is  a  wood,  and  thou 
fhalt  cut  it  down  t  and  the  out-goings  ol  it  lhall  be 
thine  :  for  thou  fhalt  drive  out  the  Canaanites, 
though  they  have  iron  chariots,  and  though  they  be 

ftrong.”  *  '  ,  .  .  . 

The  Jewifh  writers  take  delight  m  expatiating  upon 

the  beauty  and  fruitfulnefs  of  the  providentially  allot¬ 
ted  portion  of  this  tribe.  They  reprefent  Canaan  as 
a  garden,  in  companion  to  the  reft  of  the  world,  and 
Mount  Ephraim  with  its  adjacent  plains  as  the  gar¬ 
den  of  Canaan.  But  we  mull  haften  from  it,  and  at¬ 
tend  our  departing  prophet,  as  he  bids  a  fhorter  adieu 
to  the  remaining  tribes. 

As  the  lots  of  Zebulun  and  Iffachar  were  to  be  con¬ 
tiguous  in  Canaan  ;  as  they  w^ere  brothers  german, 
being  both  fons  of  Leah,  and  thereby  had  a  nearer 
intereft  and  affe&ion  among  themielves,  and.  their 
tents  were  pitched  contiguous  to  each  other  in  the 
plains  of  Moab,  Mofes  addreffes  them  as  forming  one 
body  of  people.  “  And  of  Zebulun  he  faid.  Rejoice, 
Zebulun,  in  thy  going  out  ;  and  Iffachar  in  thy 
tents.”  f  This  is,  with  little  variation,  a  repetition 
and  confirmation  of  the  bleffing  pronounced  by  dying 
Jacob.  Zebulun  the  younger  of  the  two  brothers  is 
in  both  preferred ;  and  in  diftributing  the  lots  Zebu¬ 
lun  has  the  third  lot,  Iffachar  only  the  fourth.  The 
inheritance  of  Zebulun  was  to  be  of  a  peculiar  quality, 
and  they  were  to  draw  their  fubfiftence  and  wealth 
from  fources  very  different  from  thofe  of  the  reft  of 
lirael  ;  they  were  to  grow  great  by  navigation  and 
trade. 

The  fea,  that  unruly  element,  was  to  be  made  trib¬ 
utary  to  them,  and  through  it,  a  paffage  opened  to 
them  to  the  vaft,  populous  and  wealthy  fliores  of  Afri¬ 
ca  on  the  fouth,  and  of  Afia  and  Europe  on  the  north. 
“  They  fhall  fuck  of  the  abundance  of  the  feas,  and 
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of  treafures  hid  in  the  fand.  They  fhall  call  the  peo¬ 
ple  unto  the  mountain,  there  they  {hall  offer  facrifices 
of  righteoufnefs.”*  The  Chaldean  applies  thefe 
words  peculiarly  to  Iflachar,  and  tranflates  them  thus. 

Rejoice  Iliachar,  that  is,  be  thou  blefled  in  thy  going 
to  appoint  the  times  of  the  foie  tun  feafts  of  Ifrael,” 
which  has  a  reference  to  what  we  read  of  this  tribe, 
i  Chron.  xii.  32.  44  And  of  the  children  of  Iffachar, 
which  were  men  that  had  underftanding  of  the  times, 
to  know  what  Ifrael  ought  to  do  :  the  heads  of  them 
were  two  hundred,  and  all  their  brethren  were  at  their 
commandment.”  This  is  generally  underftood  of  the 
times  and  feafons  of  the  year,  of  the  new  moons  and 
other  appearances  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  by  which 
the  folemn  fefrivals  were  regulated,  and  which  they 
of  Iflachar,  by  their  aftronomical  obfervation  and  Ikill, 
calculated  for  the  life  of  all  Ifrael.  Hence,  they  are 
reprefented  in  the  blefling  of  Mofes  as  calling  the  peo¬ 
ple  44  unto  Mount  Zion,  where  the  temple  was.” 
Thus,  we  fee  every  tribe  had  feme  feparate  and  dif- 
tinci  province,  fome  peculiar  benefit  and  privilege, 
that  in  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  as  in  the  natural 
body,  there  might  be  no  fchifm,  nor  the  hand  be  able 
to  fay  to  the  eye  or  to  the  foot,  46 1  have  no  need  of 
thee.” 

Mofes  advances  to  the  tents  of  Gad  with  thefe  words 
upon  his  tongue.  44  Blefled  be  he  that  enlargeth 
Gad  :  he  dwelleth  as  a  lion,  and  teareth  the  arm  with 
the  crown  of  the  head.  And  he  provided  the  firft 
part  for  himfelf,  becaufe  there  in  a  portion  of  the 
law-giver  was  he  feated  :  and  he  came  with  the  heads 
of  the  people,  he  executed  the  juftice  of  the  Lord,  and 
his  judgments  with  Ifrael.”  f  The  enlargement  of 
Gad  may  refer  to  his  inheritance,  which  God  hereby 
promifed  to  extend,  as  he  did  that  of  Ifrael  in  general. 

44  I  will  enlarge  thy  border  or  it  may  be  underftood 
of  his  perfon,  and  will  then  imply  deliverance  out 
of  trouble,  in  which  fenfe  the  word  is  ufed  Pfal. 
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iv.  1.  “  Thou  haft  enlarged  me  when  I  was  in 

diftrefs.”  If  fo,  the  words  of  Mofes  refer  to  the 
troubles  of  Gad,  prophefied  of  by  his  dying  father,  and 
the  hiftory  of  the  deliverance  and  enlargement  of  that 
tribe,  from  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  by  Jephtha 
the  Gileadite.  We  read  of  Gadites  in  David’s  time, 
who  were  “  mighty  men  of  valour,”  whofe  faces  were 
like  the  “  faces  of  lions,”  and  were  “  as  fwift  as  the 
roes  upon  the  mountains.”  Hence  he  is  laid  “  to 
dwell  as  a  lion,  and  to  tear  the  arm  with  the  crown  of 
the  head  the  emblems  of  fovereignty  and  ftrength, 
intimating  that  none  fhould  be  fo  high  or  powerful, 
but  the  might  of  Gad  fhould  bring  him  down.  The 
bleffing  in  the  21ft  verfe  plainly  refers  to  the  provifion 
already  made  for  this  tribe  in  conjunction  with  Reu¬ 
ben,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manaffeh,  in  the  kingdoms 
of  Og  and  Sihon.  “  And  he  provided  the  ftrft  part 
for  himfelf,  becaufe  there  in  a  portion  of  the  law-giv¬ 
er  was  he  feated  :  and  he  came  with  the  heads  of  the 
people,  he  executed  the  juftice  of  the  Lord,  and  his 
judgments  with  Ifrael.”* 

The  younger  children  of  a  numerous  family,  are 
to  a  ftranger  fo  many  uninterefting,  infignificant 
names  ;  they  have  a  mere  family  likenefs,  they  fpeed- 
ily  become  undiftinguifhable,  we  miftake  the  ode  for 
the  other.  It  is  not  fo  with  the  parents  ;  they  have 
diftinguiffiing  marks  for  each,  they  have  a  particular  af¬ 
fection  for  every  one  ;  they  have  lomething  to  fay  to, 
to  fay  of,  every  one.  Thus  Dan  and  Naphtali  and  Afher 
are  to  us  fo  many  words  without  a  meaning  ;  but  in 
the  eyes  of  Mofes  all  have  a  fpecial  importance,  each 
particular  bleffing  has  a  fpecial  meaning,  and  the  laft 
is  not  the  leaft  in  his  afteCtion.  But  as  ftrangers  we  pafs 
by  the  reft,  and  diftinCt  ideas  of  only  two  or  three  of 
Judah  and  Levi,  and  Benjamin  and  Jofcph,  cleave  to 
our  memory  ;  thefe  we  would  know  among  ten  thou- 
fand,  thefe  we  can  never  forget. 

We  muft  now  fuppofe  Mofes  to  have  fmiffied  his 

round. 
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round,  to  have  returned  to  his  place  ;  and,  doling 
the  folemn  fcene  with  taking  a  general  furvey  of  the 
whole,  he  rifes  from  the  goodly  tents  of  Ifrael,  to  the 
contemplation  and  acknowledgment  of  Ifrael’s  God, 
and  he  finally  defifts  from  fpeaking  and  acting,  in 
rapturous  admiration  of  Him  in  whom  he  lived,  mov¬ 
ed  and  breathed  ;  he  begins  heaven  on  earth,  by  pour¬ 
ing  out  his  foul  in  the  bofom  of  the  God  of  heaven 
and  earth.  “  There  is  none  like  unto  the  God  of 
Jefhurun,  who  rideth  upon  the  heaven  in  thy  help, 
and  in  his  excellency  on  the  fky.  The  eternal  God 
is  thy  refuge,  and  underneath  are  the  everlafting  arms  : 
and  he  fhall  thrufl  out  the  enemy  from  before  thee, 
and  fhall  fay,  Deftroy  them.  Ifrael  then  fhall  dwell  in 
fafety  alone  ;  the  fountain  of  Jacob  fhall  be  upon  a 
land  of  corn  and  wine,  alfo  his  heavens  fhall  drop 
down  dew.  Happy  art  thou,  O  Ifrael,  who  is  like 
unto  thee,  O  people,  faved  by  the  Lord,  the  fliield  of 
thy  help,  and  who  is  the  fword  of  thy  excellency  ! 
and  thine  enemies  fhall  be  found  liars  unto  thee,  and 
thou  flialt  tread  upon  their  high  places.”* 

— Mofes  pronounced  a  blefling  which  he  could  not 
beftow,  which  has  long  ago  fpent  itfelf,  the  effects  of 
which  are  no  longer  vifible.  Chrifl  led  out  his  difci- 
ples  as  far  as  to  Bethany :  “  and  he  lifted  up  his 
hands,  and  bleffed  them.”!  He  pronounced  a  bleff- 
ing  in  his  power  to  confer,  which  has  not  fpent  its 
force,  which  reaches  into  eternity :  “  Go  ye  and 
teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ; 
teaching  them  to  obferve  all  things  whatfoever  I  have 
commanded  you.  And  lo,  I  am  with  you  always, 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.”];  Heaven  and 
earth  fhall  pafs  away,  but  his  word  fhall  not  pafs  away, 
till  all  be  fulfilled.  cc  Fie  ever  liveth  to  make  inter- 
cefiion  for  us.”  cc  All  power  is  given  unto  him  in 
heaven  and  in  earth.”  What  are  the  kingdoms  of 
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this  world,  and  the  glory  of  them  ?  What  is  now  the 
land  which  once  flowed  with  milk  and  honey  ?  Where 
are  now  46  the  ten  thoufands  of  Ephraim,  and  the 
thoufands  of  Manaffeh  ?”  The  bleffing  even  of  Jo- 
feph  has  failed,  and  the  beauty  of  Mount  Ephraim  is 
no  more.  But  we  receive  from  our  greater  prophet 
“  a  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved  :  an  inheritance 
incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  which  fadeth  not  away.” 
His  benediftion  embraces  a  globe  ;  extends  from  gen¬ 
eration  to  generation ;  unites  his  fecond  to  his  firft 
coming  ;  expands  a  new  creation, 44  new  heavens  and  a 
new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs  exalts 
guilty,  fallen  men  to  the  dignity  of  the  Ions  of  God. 
Let  him  blefs  me,  and  I  fhall  be  blelfed.  Lord,  lift 
thou  upon  me  the  light  of  thy  countenance,  and  I  fhall 
be  faved  ;  breathe  upon  me,  and  I  fhall  receive  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

— The  bleffing  of  Mofes  implied  fucceffion  and 
change,  contention  and  triumph  ;  exhibited  the 
44  confufed  noife  of  the  warrior,  and  garments  rolled 
in  blood,”  the  exaltation  of  one  on  the  depreffion  of 
another  :  the  bleffing  of  Chrift  prefents  liability  and 
permanency,  harmony  and  peace,  equality  and  acqui- 
efcence  ;  exhibits  only  the  noble  contention  of  gen¬ 
erous  and  affectionate  fpirits,  the  triumphs  of  benevo¬ 
lence  ;  the  fpirit  of  adoption  burfling  from  every  lip, 
Abba ,  Father  ;  the  fpirit  of  brotherly  love  glowing  in 
every  bofom,  tuning  the  tongue  to  the  law  of  kind- 
nefs,  beaming  from  the  eye  in  looks  of  tendernefs. 
A  greater  than  Mofes  is  with  us  :  we  44  are  not  under 
the  law,  but  under  grace.” 
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And  Mofes  went  up  from  the  plains  of  Moab  unto  the 
mountain  of  Nebo ,  to  the  top  of  Pifgah ,  that  is  over 
againji  Jericho.  And  the  Lord  Jhewed  him  all  the 
land  of  Gilead ,  unto  Dan ,  and  all  Naphtali ,  and  the 
land  of  Ephraim ,  Manajfeh ,  #//  the  land  of 

Judah  unto  the  utmoji  fea ,  and  the  fouth ,  the  plain 

of  the  valley  of  Jericho ,  c/Yy  of  palm-trees ,  Z0- 

<^r.  //?<?  Lord  faid  unto  him ,  This  is  the  land 

which  Ifware  unto  Abraham , 

coby  faying ,  /  will  give  it  unto  thy  feed  :  I  have  caufed 
thee  to  fee  it  with  thine  eyes ,  thou  fhalt  not  go  over 

thither.  So  Mofes  the  fervant  of  the  Lord  died  there 
in  the  land  of  Moab ,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord. 
And  he  buried  him  in  a  valley  in  the  land  of  Moab , 
over  againji  Beth-Peor :  but  no  man  knoweth  of  his 
fepulchre  unto  this  day. 

W HEN  (bangers  accidentally  meet  to  perform  to¬ 
gether  the  fame  voyage  or  journey,  they  are  apt,  at 
firft,  to  regard  each  other  with  looks  of  caution  and 
diftruft  ;  they  converfe  fparingly,  and  with  referve  ; 
they  conceal  their  views  and  purpofes  in  their  own 
breads ;  they  attempt  to  dive  into  the  characters  and 
defmns  of  their  fellow-travellers.  By  degrees  this 
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fufpicious  cautioufnefs  wears  oil  ;  it  becomes  their 
mutual  defire  and  endeavour  to  pleafe  and  oblige,  they 
feel  themfelves  united  by  a  common  intereh,  their 
communications  become  frequent  and  free,  they  dif- 
cover  all  that  is  in  their  hearts,  they  take  a  kind  con¬ 
cern  in  each  other’s  future  fortunes,  they  exchange 
tokens  of  affedtion,  they  devife  the  means  ol  coming 
together  again,  and  part  at  length  with  regret.  We 
feem,  my  brethren,  to  have  been  travelling  through  a 
vaft  country  ;  we  feem  to  have  been  convening  with 
men  of  a  different  age  and  region  ;  we  have  contem¬ 
plated  many  a  fair  profpecl,  we  have  marked  many 
fucceffive  changes,  and,  at  the  end  of  another  ftage  or 
two,  we  muff  feparate,  and  bid  each  other  fareweh 
Like  men  acquainted  and  friendly,  who  know  each 
other’s  meaning,  and  wifh  each  other’s  happinefs,  we 
look  back  to  our  common  pilgrimage  with  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  fatisfadtion,  and  forward,  I  trull,  with  fome 
degree  of  defire  to  meet  together  again.  The  mutu¬ 
al  token  which,  in  the  mean  time,  we  fhall  carry  with 
us  to  Air  up  our  minds  by  way  of  remembrance,  is 
one  that  touches  the  heart  by  more  than  one  fpring, 
the  memory  of  a  dear  and  eftimable  common  friend, 
who  has  contributed  much  to  our  pleafure  and  im¬ 
provement,  who  was  lovely  and  pleafant  in  life,  and  in 
death  fills  the  foul  with  admiration  and  regret  ;  but 
whom  we  have  the  felicity  of  confidering  as  having 
only  preceded  us  a  little  in  a  journey,  on  which  we 
too  have  already  entered,  and  the  end  of  which  will 
bring  us  to  the  fame  home  with  him. 

The  pen  has  now  dropt  from  the  hand  of  Mofes, 
and  filent  is  his  tongue ;  and  another,  not  himfelf, 
mufl  tell  us  what  he  is,  and  how  he  died.  Every 
fcene  in  the  life  of  this  illuftrious  man  is  Angular,  and 
inftrudlive  as  Angular  ;  and  his  latter  end  is  not  the 
ieaft  interefting  and  ufeful.  Ele  had  now  completed 
his  one  hundred  and  twentieth  y£ar,  without  having 
become  fubjedt  to  the  ufual  infirmities  of  that  advanc¬ 
ed  age.  It  is  one  thing  to  live  long,  and  another  to 
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be  old.  We  frequently  fee  old  age  commenced  by 
many  woful  fymptoms,  long  before  the  man  has  begun 
to  live  at  all  t  and  we  fometimes  fee  the  wiidom  and 
piety  of  grey  hairs  giving  lultre  to  the  bloom  of  youth, 
and  tempering  the  vivacity  of  the  morning  of  life. 
We  wifh  to  live  long,  but  we  weakly  affociate  what 
never  met,  except  in  Mofes  and  a  favoured  few  like 
him,  perfedt  foundnefs  of  faculties  and  the  capacity 
of  enjoying  life,  united  to  length  of  days  and  richnefs 
of  experience.  We  wilh  to  live  long,  but  fail  to  re- 
fled  on  dimnefs  of  eyes,  decay  of  memory,  wafling^of 
ftrength,  lofs  of  appetite,  the  negled  or  unkindttgfs  of 
friends,  and  the  other  concomitants  of  that  forlorn 
period.  We  wifh  to  live  long,  but  if  the  days  come 
we  find  them  evil ;  when  thefe  wifhed-for  years  draw 
nigh  we  are  conftrained  to  acknowledge  “  we  have  no 
pleafure  in  them.”  The  few,  the  very  few  exceptions 
the  hiltory  of  mankind  furnifhes,  from  the  general 
rule,  ferve  only  the  more  grievoufly  to  confirm  it. 
Happy  would  it  be  for  old  men,  however,  happy  for 
themfelves,  and  moft  happy  foi  others,  thougn  they 
cannot  retain  at  pleafure  the  clear-fightednefs  and 
vigour  of  Mofes,  did  they  cultivate  as  they  ought,  and 
acquire  as  they  might,  fomething  of  his  meeknefs  and 
gentlenefs  and  condefcenfion ;  they  would  not  have 
fuch  frequent  reafon  to  complain  of  the  petulance, 
felf-fufficiency  and  prefumption  of  young  men,  if  they 
themfelves  would  learn  to  be  lefs  peevifh,  and  obfti- 
nate,  and  overbearing.  For,  bad  as  the  world  is,  age 
will  obtain  refped,  unlefs  it  take  pains  to  provoke  in- 
fult  and  difrefped. 

The  death  of  Mofes,  then,  was  not  m  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  nature,  it  was  not  preceded  by  its  ufual 
harbingers,  it  was  not  occafioned  by  a  failure  or  the 
radical  moifture,  by  the  ftroke  of  violence,  or  the  ma- 
li-mity  of  difeafe,  but  by  a  fimple  ad  of  the  will  of 
God.  Wherefore,  then,  “  Ihould  it  be  thought  a 
thing  incredible  that  God  Ihould  raife  the  dead. 


When  we  fee  the  antediluvian  patriarchs  living  to  one 
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thoufand  years,  the  eye  of  Mofes,  at  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  not  dim,  nor  his  natural  force  abated,  and 
“  Chrift,  the  firft  fruits,”  burfting  afunder  the  bars  of 
the  grave  ;  have  we  not  fo  many  concurring  preemp¬ 
tions  and  proofs  of  immortality  and  the  refurreftion. 
And  what  muft  be  the  angelic  beauty,  the  celeftial 
vigour,  the  undecaying  lultre  and  glory  of  bodies 
46  faffiioned  like  to  Chrift’s  glorious  body,”  when  we 
fee  the  face  of  Mofes  fhine,  that  it  could  not  be  fted- 
faftly  looked  at,  and  preferving  to  life’s  extremity 
the  morning  dew  of  youth  ?  The  honour  put  on  Mo¬ 
fes  was  rare  and  lingular,  but  the  glory  to  be  reveal¬ 
ed  is  a  bieffednefs  of  which  all  the  redeemed  of  the 
Lord  (hall  partake. 

When  the  fummons  arrived  for  Aaron  to  prepare 
for  death,  Mofes,  his  brother,  and  Eleazer,  his  fon  and 
fuccelfor,  were  commanded  to  afeend  the  mountain 
with  him,  and  to  affift  in  the  folemnities  of  the  awful 
change:  but  Mofes  advances  alone  to  meet  death,  to 
meet  his  God.  The  holy  veftments,  with  the  office 
to  which  they  appertained,  defeended  from  father  to 
fon,  and  were  at  length  done  away  altogether  and 
loft ;  but  the  moral  and  fpiritual  parts  of  the  difpen- 
fation  never  waxed  old,  could  not  fee  corruption,  but 
like  God,"  their  author,  were  unchangeable  ;  and  like 
Mofes,  by  whom  they  were  delivered  to  the  world, 
unenfeebled  by  length  of  time,  continued  till  Chrift, 
the  reftorer  of  all  things,  interwove  them  with  the  tif- 
fue  of  the  gofpel,  and  conferred  immortality  upon 
them. 

— We  muft  now  look  back  to  the  fentence  of 
death  pronounced  againft  Mofes,  and  to  the  crime 
which  provoked  the  irreverfible  doom  :  cc  And  the 
Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes  that  felf-fame  day,  faying. 
Get  thee  up  into  this  mountain  Abarim,  unto  Mount 
Nebo,  which  is  in  the  land  of  Moab,  that  is  over 
againft  Jericho  ;  and  behold  the  land  of  Canaan, 
which  I  give  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael  for  a  poffef- 
fion,  and  die  in  the  mount  whither  thou  goeft  up ; 
Vojl.  V.  K  and 
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and  be  gathered  unto  thy  people  ;  as  Aaron  thy  broth- 
et  died  in  Mount  Hor,  and  was  gathered  unto  his 
people  :  becaufe  ye  trefpaffed  againft  me  among  the 
children  of  Ifrael  at  the  waters  of  Meribah-kadefh,  in 
the  wildernefs  of  Zin  ;  becaufe  ye  fanftified  me  not  in 
the  midft  of  the  children  of  Ifrael.  Yet  thou  flialt  fee 
the  land  before  thee ;  but  thou  fhalt  not  go  thither 
unto  the  land  which  I  give  the  children  of  Ifrael.”* 
Here  many  things  concur  to  furprife  and  inftru£l  us. 
The  offence  of  Mofes  feems  a  venial  one ;  he  erred 
merely  through  haftinefs  of  fpirit ;  and  had  he  not  good 
caufe  to  be  angry  ?  He  was  not  often  fo  overtaken,  he 
quickly  repented,  and  recovered  tranquillity  and  felf- 
government  again.  He  repeatedly  attempted  to  foften 
juflice  by  fubmifiion  and  entreaty  ;  he  afked  for  nothing 
unreasonable  or  abfurd  :  he  wiflred  merely  to  be 
a  witnefs  of  the  divine  bounty,  truth  and  faithful- 
nefs  ;  infinitely  greater  offenders  had  at  his  entreaty 
been  forgiven  and  reftored.  But  juflice  relented  not, 
Mofes  for  one  offence  mull  die  ;  the  grace  which  he 
often  obtained  for  others  is  to  himfelf  denied.  Let 
the  wretch  loaded  with  a  thoufand  crimes  black  as 
hell,  and  malignant  as  the  fpirit  that  reigns  in  the 
children  of  aifobedience,  think  of  this  and  tremble. 
That  64  fool  makes  a  mock  of  fin.5’  “  Father,  forgive 
him,  he  knows  not  what  he  does.”  One  tranfgref- 
fion  excluded  Mofes  from  Canaan  ;  and  with  fo  many 
imperfections  on  his  head,  loaded  with  fo  many  crimes 
of  a  nature  fo  vile  and  atrocious,  can  he  think  of  en¬ 
tering  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ?  When  wre  fee 
fuch  inflexible  and  unrelenting  feverity  purfuing  the 
deareft  and  rnofl  diftinguifhed  of  God’s  children,  who 
fhall  dare  to  think  or  to  call  any  fin  a  little  one  ? 
Who  {hail  prefume  on  mercy,  who  fhall  dream  of 
wafhing  away  his  guilt  by  the  tears  of  penitence,  who 
fhall  harden  himfelf  againft  God  and  hope  to  prof- 
per  ?  The  great  crime  in  the  fight  of  God  is,  giv¬ 
ing  that  glory  to  another  which  belongeth  to  him. 

For 
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For  this  Mofes  died  without  remedy,  from  the  confe- 
quence  of  this  he  could  not  efcape,  though  he  fought 
it  carefully,  and  with  tears. 

The  character  of  Mofes  comes  near  to  perfection, 
but  it  is  not  faultlefs ;  he  too,  with  the  guillieji,  (lands 
in  need  of  pardon  and  atonement ;  and  when  “  right- 
eoufnefs  is  laid  to  the  line  and  judgment  to  the  plum¬ 
met,”  his  life  muft  pay  the  forfeit.  Mofes  therefore 
could  not  be  a  laviour  to  others  ;  had  his  conduct 
been  perfectly  pure,  it  had  been  (till  but  the  right- 
eoufnefs  of  a  man,  it  could  but  have  delivered  his 
own  foul,  it  could  have  merited  nothing  at  the  hands 
of  a  holy  God.  In  order  to  conftitute  a  faviour  for 
the  guilty,  to  unfpotted  purity  of  moral  character 
muft  be  fuperadded  divinity  of  nature,  to  give  efficacy 
and  virtue  to  fuffering,  and  value  to  the  fhedding  of 
blood.  Thus  the  law  made  nothing  perfect,  but' the 
bringing  in  of  a  better  hope  did  ;  “  and  what  the  law 
could  not  do,  in  that  it  wras  weak  through  the  fleffi, 
God  fending  his  own  Son  in  the  likenefs  of  finful 
fleffi,  and  for  fin,  condemned  fin  in  the  fieffi.”*  We 
flee  to  thee,  bleffed  Jefus,  to  cover  us  in  the  day  of 
wrath ;  thy  blood  cleanfeth  from  all  fin ;  by  the 
deeds  of  the  law  we  cannot  be  juftified,  we  look  for 
redemption  from  the  curfe,  through  thy  meritorious 
death  and  righteoufnefs,  66  for  the  forgivenefs  of  all 
our  fins,  according  to  the  riches  of  thy  grace.” 

.  But  though  death  was  to  Mofes  a  mark  of  the  di¬ 
vine  difpleafure,  and  the  puniffiment  of  fin  ;  like  all 
the  chaftenings  of  fatherly  wildom,  like  all  the  pun- 
iffiments  of  Heaven,  it  was  in  the  ifiiie,  and  upon  the 
whole,  a  real  benefit,  it  was  unfpeakably  great  gain  : 
it  relieved  him  of  a  burthen  fometimes  ready  to  prove 
intolerable,  it  introduced  him  to  communion  with 
God  more  intimate  and  endearing  than  ever  he  had 
hitherto  enjoyed  ;  it  placed  him  among  the  fpirits  of 
juft  men  made  perfedl.  Mofes  died  in  fight  of  the 
promised  land,  was  permitted  to  meafure  it  with  his 

^  2  eve, 
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eye,  and  to  judge  of  its  fertility  from  fpecimens  of  its 
produce  ;  and  all  that  the  labours  and  light  of  thofe 
who  are  fellow-workers  with  Mofes  can  do,  is  to  re¬ 
peat  the  promife,  to  point  with  the  finger  and  to  fay, 
“  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it.”  It  belongs  to  an¬ 
other  power  to  fubdue  corruption,  to  divide  Jordan, 
to  level  the  walls  of  proud  Jericho. 

We  know  the  offence,  we  have  heard  the  doom, 
the  reprieve  is  expired,  the  warrant  of  death  is  figned, 
the  day  of  execution  is  Come.  But  the  bitternefs  of 
death  is  over  already,  the  fling  of  death  is  plucked 
out,  and  even  the  word  that  condemns  and  kills  the 
body,  is  a  word  of  love.  A  worldly  mind  cannot 
difcern  the  reafon  why  the  crofs  is  the  way,  why  death 
is  in  the  cup,  why  the  entrance  into  the  kingdom  of 
God  is  through  the  thorny  road  of  much  tribulation  ; 
but  the  child  of  God,  the  difciple  of  Jefus,  has  cealed 
from  himfelf  and  from  his  own  will  and  underhand- 


lnar 


“  He  knows  whom  he  has  believed,”  and  who 

1  ,  1  n  1* 


ha°  faid,  “  As  many  as  I  love,  I  rebuke  and  chaften 
he  fees  death  in  the  lift  of  his  privileges  and  poffef- 
fions,  and  is  affured  that  all  fhall  work  together,  for  his 

good. 

Mofes  has  fulfilled  like  a  hireling  his  day,  has  writ¬ 
ten,  has  fpoken,  has  judged,  has  prayed,  has  bleffed ; 
the  bufinefs  of  life  is  ended  ;  he  has  glorified  God  on 
earth,  it  only  remains  that  he  glorify  him,  by  fubmif- 
fion  to  his  fovereign  will,  in  dying.  Behold  him 
then  folitarily  and  folemnly  advancing  to  encounter 
the  laft  enemy  :  he  has  paffed  through  the  plain,  and 
again  he  begins  to  climb  up  into  the  mount  to  meet 
God.  The"  eyes  of  all  Ifrael  are  rivetted  to  his  foot- 
fteps.  Who  is  not  ready  to  cry  out,  “  Would  to 
God  I  could  die  for  thee.”  Every  ftep  he  advances 
plants  a  dagger  in  the  heart.  I  he  diftance  begins  to 
render  vifion  mdiftindt,  his  perfon  is  diminifhed  to  a 
fpeck,  they  fondly  imagine  they  fee  him  ftill,  the  eyes 
ftrain  for  another  and  another  glimpfe,  they  are  fuf- 

fufed  with  tears,  they  can  behold  him  no  more.  But 

he 
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he  Hill  beholds  their  goodly  tents,  he  fees  all  Ifrael 
collected  into  one  point  of  view  :  Jehovah  dwelling 
in  the  midft  of  his  people,  the  tabernacle  with  the  pil¬ 
lar  of  cloud  refting  upon  it  :  his  affection  with  his 
fight  is  concentered  on  the  happy  fpot,  his  whole  foul 
goes  out  in  one  general  departing  blefling.  As  he 
afcends,  the  profpedt  expands  and  brightens  to  his 
ravifhed  eye.  He  can  trace  Jordan  from  its  fource, 
till  it  falls  into  the  fea  ;  he  wanders  with  delight  from 
hill  to  hill,  from  plain  to  plain.  He  fees  on  this  fide 
Mount  Lebanon  lofing  its  lofty  head  in  the  clouds  ; 
on  that,  the  ocean  and  the  fky  meeting  together  to 
terminate  his  view.  Beneath  his  feet,  as  it  were,  the 
city  of  palm-trees,  and  the  happy  fields  which  the  pos¬ 
terity  of  Jofeph  were  deftined  to  inhabit.  The  land 
which  Abraham  had  meafured  with  his  foot  in  the 
length  and  in  the  breadth  of  it ;  in  which  Ifaac  and 
Jacob  had  fojourned  as  ftrangers  ;  which  God  had 
fenced,  and  cultivated,  and  planted,  and  enriched  by 
the  hand  of  the  Canaanite  for  his  beloved  people 
which  the  fun  irradiated  with  milder  beams,  the  dew 
of  heaven  refrefhed  with  fweeter  moifture,  and  the 
early  and  the  latter  rain  fattened  in  more  copious- 
fhowers.  “  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  him,  This  is  the 
land  which  I  fware  unto  Abraham,  unto  Ifaac,  and 
unto  Jacob,  faying,  I  will  give  it  unto  thy  feed  :  I 
have  caufed  thee  to  fee  it  with  thine  eyes,  but  thou 
fhalt  not  go  over  thither.”  # 

But  what  is  the  glory  of  this  world  ?  It  paffeth 
away.  What  is  the  felicity  of  man,  who  muft  die, 
and  of  the  fon  of  man,  who  is  a  worm  ?  It  cometh 
quickly  to  a  period.  The  eye  which  age  had  not 
made  dim,  muft  neverthelefs  be  clofed  in  death  at 
length  ;  the  ftrength  which  a  hundred  and  twenty 
years  had  not  been  able  to  impair,  is  in  a  moment  by 
one  touch  of  the  finger  of  God  diffolved  ;  the  heart 
which  God  and  Ifrael  had  fo  long  divided*  is  now 
wholly  occupied  with  God.  In  the  midft  of  a  vifion 
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fo  diving,  Mofes  gently  falls  afteep  :  and  he  who  falls 
alleep  in  the  bofom  of  a  father,  needs  be  under  nq 
anxiety  about  his  awakening.  “  So  Mofes  the  fer- 
vant  of  the  Lord  died  there  in  the  land  of  Moab,  ac¬ 
cording  to .  the  word  of  the  Lord.”*  Pyfofes  died 
with  Canaan  full  in  view,  enjoying  every  thing  but 
poffeffion  ;  and  the  utmoft  that  his  difpenfation  can  do, 
is  to  afcertain  the  exiftence  of  the  heavenly  country  ; 
to  defcribe  its  boundaries,  nature  and  fituation  ;  to 
conduct  to  its  limits,  and  to  put  us  under  the  conduct 
of  the  great  Captain  of  falvation. 

When  we  fee  the  prophet  of  the  law  fo  far  from 
having  power  to  introduce  others  into  their  promifed 
reft,  that  he  himfelf  could  not  enter  in  becaule  of  un¬ 
belief  ;  we  are  admonifned  to  court  the  protection 
and  afliftance  of  a  more  potent  arm  ;  to  cleave  to  Him, 
who,  by  dying,  has  overcome  death,  and  Him  who 
has  the  power  of  death  ;  “  who  openeth  and  no  man 
fhutteth,  and  fhutteth  and  no  man  openeth.” 

But  oh,  what  a  bleffed  tranfition  !  from  the  faireft 
earthly  profped  that  eye  ever  beheld,  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  a  fairer  inheritance,  eternal  in  the  heavens  ; 
from  the  tents  of  Jacob,  to  the  encampment  of  angels 
under  Michael  their  prince  ;  from  a  glory  confined 
and  tranfitory,  to  glory  unbounded,  unchangeable  ; 
from  the  fymbol  of  the  divine  prefence,  in  a  pillar 
of  fire  and  cloud,  to  his  real  prefence,  where  there 
is  “  fulnefs  of  joy,”  and  where  “  there  are  pleafures 
for  evermore  $”f  to  fee  him  as  he  is,  and  to  be  tranl- 
formed  into  the  fame  image  from  glory  to  glory. 
Behold  Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  rulhing  from 
their  thrones  to  welcome  to  the  realms  of  light  the 
fhepherd  of  Ifrael,  who  had  led  the  chofen  feed  from 
ftrength  to  ftrength,  from  triumph  to  triumph,  while 
the  voice  of  the  Eternal  himfelf  proclaims,  “  Well 
done,  good  and  faithful  fervant,  enter  into  the  joy  of 
thy  Lord.” 

;  .  But 
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But  we  muft  defcend  from  this  exceeding  high 
mountain,  and  inquire  after  the  breathlefs  clay  of  the 
fervant  of  the  Lord.  It  is  precious  in  the  fight  of 
God  ;  not  a  particle  of  it  {hall  be  loft  in  the  grave, 
and  it  fhall  be  raifed  up  at  the  laft  day.  In  every 
other  inftance  he  leaves  the  dead  to  bury  their  dead  ; 
but  he  charges  himfelf  with  the  body  of  Moles,  per¬ 
forms  himfelf  the  rites  of  fepulture,  conveys  it  by  the 
miniftration  of  angels,  from  the  top  of  Nebo  to  a 
tomb  of  his  own  providing,  “  in  a  valley  in  the  land 
of  Moab,  over  againft  Beth-peor  :  but  no  man  know- 
eth  of  his  fepulchre  unto  this  day.”* 

The  reafon  commonly  afiigned  for  concealing  the 
place  where  Mofes  was  interred,  was  to  prevent  a 
fuperftitious  ufe  of  his  tomb  and  relics,  which  a  peo¬ 
ple  fo  prone  to  idolatry  might  readily  have  adopted, 
and  with  as  good  a  colour  of  reafon  at  lead  as  the  vota¬ 
ries  of  any  hero,  prince  or  faint  that  ever  was  deified, 
could  ever  allege  for  their  conduct  The  fcripture  faith 
exprefsly,  that,  at  the  time  this  conclufion  of  the  book 
of  Deuteronomy  was  written,  whether  by  Jofhua,  his 
immediate  fucceffor,  by  Samuel,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  years  afterwards,  or  by  Ezra,  after  the  diffolution 
of  the  monarchy,  and  the  Babylonifh  captivity,  that 
then  the  place  of  Mofes’s  burial  was  unknown  to 
any  man,  and  had  been  fo  from  the  beginning  ;  and 
yet  fuch  is  the  wickednefs  of  impoffure  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  fondnefs  of  credulity  on  the  other,  that 
fo  late  as  the  year  of  our  Lord  1655,  a  pretended  dif- 
covery  of  the  fpot  was  made,  and  attempted  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon  the  world. 

The  outlines  of  the  ftory  are  as  follows :  “  Certain 
fhepherds  who  were  feeding  their  goats  on  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Nebo  and  Abarim,  obferved  that  fome  of  their 
charge  were  in  ufe  to  difappear,  and  were  abfent  for 
feveral  days  together  ;  and  that  upon  their  return  to 
the  flock,  their  hair  was  perfumed  with  fomething  that 
fmelled  extremely  fweet.  This  excited  their  curiofity', 

and 
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and  determined  them  to  invefligate  the  affair  with  the 
utmoft  accuracy.  They  accordingly  traced  their 
goats,  and  were  led  by  them  through  rugged  and 
rocky  places  to  a  little  vale,  where,  upon  examination, 
they  difcovered  a  kind  of  cave,  out  of  which  proceed¬ 
ed  a  very  agreeable  frnell,  refembling  that  which  the 
goats  conveyed  on  their  fleeces,  and  had  firft  fuggefted 
the  inquiry.  In  the  middle  of  the  cave  they  found 
a  tomb  of  (tone,  on  which  certain  characters  were  en¬ 
graven,  which,  being  illiterate,  they  could  not  decy¬ 
pher  ;  but  they  foon  perceived  that  the  fvveet  fmell 
was  communicated  to  their  perfons  and  garments. 
Upon  this  they  went  immediately  to  Mataxat,  patri¬ 
arch  of  the  Maronites,  who  refided  at  the  monaftery 
of  St.  Mary,  on  Mount  Lebanon,  and  related  to  him 
the  particulars  of  their  difcovery.  The  fragrance 
that  ftill  adhered  to  their  clothes  confirming  their  tef- 
timony,  he  fent  two  of  his  monks  with  them  ;  one  of 
them,  a  man  of  profound  erudition,  named  Aben- 
Ufeph,  who  found,  in  the  place  pointed  out  to  them, 
a  monument  infcribed  with  thefe  words  in  Hebrew, 
Moses  the  Servant  of  the  Lord.  The  patri¬ 
arch,  tranfported  with  joy  at  a  difcovery  fo  marvel¬ 
lous,  befought  Morat ,  Pacha  of  Damafcus,  to  confti- 
tute  him  foie  guardian  of  the  fepulchre.  But  the 
Greeks  and  Arminians,  a$  well  as  the  Francifcan  fri¬ 
ars,  and  after  them  the  Jews,  violently  oppofed  it, 
and,  unable  to  agree,  tried  by  dint  of  interell  at  court, 
by  prefents  to  the  Mufti  and  Grand  Vifier,  to  appro¬ 
priate  each  to  themfelves  the  fuperintendence  of  this 
tomb,  which  they  equally  believed  to  be  that  of  Mo¬ 
les,  and  which  the  Jews,  with  peculiar  earneftnefs,  in¬ 
filled  muff  belong  to  them;  They  reprefented  that, 
among  all  the  poffeflions  of  the  Grand  Signor,  none 
could  be  more  valuable  and  illuftrious  than  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  three  fepulchres  fo  renowned  as  that  of  Ma¬ 
homet  at  Mecca,  of  Jefus  Chrifl:  at  Jerufalem,  and  of 
Mofes  in  Mount  Nebo.  But  the  Jefuits  had  the  ad- 
drefs,  by  prefents  happily  applied,  to  defeat  the  claims 
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of  all  thefe  pretenders,  and  to  obtain  an  order  for 
(hutting  up  the  fepulchre,  and  obftruding  the  road 
that  led  to  it ;  nay,  for  prohibiting  all  accefs  to  it, 
Under  pain  of  death.  They  were  meanwhile  forming 
a  defign  of  fecretly  conveying  oil  the  body  of  Moles, 
which  they  flattered  themfelves  would  prove  a  confid- 
erabie  acceflion  of  refpedability,  and  a  new  fource  of 
wealth  to  their  order.  Having,  however,  with  much 
difficulty  and  danger,  penetrated  into  the  fepulchre, 
it  was  found  entirely  empty  ;  no  body,  no  relics  ap¬ 
peared. ’’  *  Thefe  pleafmg  chimeras  vanifhed  almoft 
as  foon  as  formed  ;  for  a  learned  Rabbin  proved  that 
the  perfon  interred  in  this  tomb,  was  not  the  ancient 
legiflator  of  the  Hebrews,  but  a  modern  Jew  of  the 
fame  name. 

The  facred  hiftory  fays,  that  Mofes  died  the  fortieth 
year  after  the  deliverance  from  Egypt,  and  the  moft 
part  of  the  Jewifh  writers  fix  the  day  of  his  death  to 
the  feventh  day  of  the  laft  month  of  that  year,  or  the 
month  Adar  ;  and  our  learned  and  pious  countryman, 
archbilhop  Ufher,  calculates  it  to  have  happened  on 
the  firft  day  of  the  fame  month. 

There  is  a  paffage  in  the  New  Teftament  which  re¬ 
fers  to  this  event,  and  which  has  greatly  exercifed  the 
labour  and  ingenuity  of  critics  and  commentators  :  it 
is  in  the  general  epiftle  of  Jude,  where  that  difciple,  in 
reproving  the  raftmefs  and  licentioufnefs  of  certain 
heretics,  u  who  defpife  dominion,  and  fpeak  evil  of 
dignities,”  quotes  an  example  of  very  high  authority, 
as  condemning  the  pradice  :  -c  Yet,”  fays  he,  46  Mir 
chael  the  arch-angel,  when,  contending  with  the  devil, 
he  difputed  about  the  body  of  Mofes,  durft  not  bring 
againft  him  a  railing  accufation,  but  faid,  The  Lord  re- 

buke  thee.”t 

Now,  as  many  queftions  almoft  as  words  have  been 
ftarted  on  this  fubjed  :  what  is  an  arch-angel ;  and 
who  is  Michael  ?  How  came  the  body  of  Mofes  to  be 

a  ground 
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a  ground  of  controverfy  between  him  and  the  devil, 
what  were  they  feverally  aiming  at,  and  what  was  the 
ifiue  of  their  quarrel  ?  What  authority  retrained  Mi¬ 
chael  from  preferring  a  railing  accufaticn  againft  him, 
how  his  conduit  comes  to  be  adduced  as  a  pattern  of 
felf-government,  and  a  reproof  of  the  vices  of  the 
tongue  ?  And  from  what  iburce  did  Jude  derive  his 
knowledge  of  this  tranfaition  ?  The  very  mention  of 
fo  many,  forne  of  them,  on  the  firft  glance,  unimpor¬ 
tant  queftions,  will,  I  doubt  not,  check  curiofity  alto¬ 
gether,  inftead  of  exciting  it.  It  is  evident,  that  the 
death  and  burial  of  Mofes  interefted  heaven  and  earth 
and  hell ;  that  many  hiftorical  fails  of  great  moment 
are  purpofely  left  unrecorded  ;  that  many  difcoveries 
are  referred  for  that  great  and  notable  day  of  the 
Lord,  when  God  (hall  bring  every  work  into  judg¬ 
ment,  with  every  fecret  thing,  whether  it  be  good  or 
evil  ;  that  it  becomes  not  us  to' be  wife  above  what  is 
written,  but  to  reft  in  hope,  that  6C  what  we  know  not 
now,  we  lhall  know  hereafter/’  This  much  we  know, 
that,  about  fifteen  hundred  years  after,  Mofes  appear¬ 
ed  in  glory  (u  whether  in  the  body  I  cannot  tell,  or 
whether  out  of  the  body  I  cannot  tell,  God  knoweth”) 
to  do  homage  to  his  Saviour  on  the  mount  of  trans¬ 
figuration,  and  to  lay  his  glory  at  the  feet  of  him  in 
whofe  light  he  fhone  ;  and  we  know  tc  the  hour  is 
coming  when  all  who  are  in  the  graves  lhall  hear  his 
voice,  and  fhall  come  forth,  they  that  have  done 
good,  unto  the  refurre&ion  of  life,  and  they  that 
have  done  evil,  unto  the  refurreftion  of  damnation.”* 
Such  was  the  latter  end  of,  64  take  him  for  all  in 
all,”  the  greateft  mere  man  that  ever  exifted.  But 
I  check  myfelf.  It  is  impoflible  to  do  any  thing  like 
juftice  to  fuch  a  character  in  a  few  moments  difcourfe  : 
you  will  indulge  me  with  another  hearing  on  this 
fubjeft  ;  I  mean,  to  preach  a  funeral  fermon  :  the  only 
one  I  ever  undertook  without  pain,  over  a  character 
and  a  memory  to  which  no  eloquence  can  rife,  no  detail 
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do  juftice ;  in  celebrating  which,  praife  cannot  degen¬ 
erate  into  panegyric,  nor  the  preacher  be  fufpecled  of 
adulation. 

Mofes  died  in  the  year  of  the  world  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  fifty-three,— before  Chrift  one  thou¬ 
fand  four  hundred  and  fifty, — after  the  flood  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-feven.  The  mod  ancient  and 
authentic  of  hiflorians,  the  mod  penetrating,  dignifi¬ 
ed,  and  illuminated  of  prophets,  the  profoundeft,  fag- 
eft  of  legiflators,  the  prince  of  orators  and  poets,  the 
moft  excellent  and  amiable  of  men,  the  firmed  and 
faithfulleft  of  believers.  “  Whether  we  live,  let  us 
live  unto  the  Lord,”  that  when  we  die  we  may  “  die 
in  the  Lord  j”  that  “  living  and  dying  we  may  be  the 
Lord’s.”  ’ 
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And  there  arofe  not  a  prophet  ftnce  in  Jfrael  like  unt& 
Mofes ,  whom  the  Lord  knew  face  to  face :  in  all  the 
fgns  and  the  wonders  which  the  Lord fent  h'tni  to  do  in 
the  land  of  Egypt ,  to  Pharaoh ,  and  to  all  his  fervants , 
and  to  all  his  land ,  and  in  all  that  mighty  hand ,  and  in 
all  the  great  terror  which  Mofes  jhewed  in  the  fight  of 
all  IfraeL 

There  is  in  mankind  a  good-natured  difpofition  to 
fpare  the  dead.  Without  very  high  provocation  in¬ 
deed,  who  could  think  of  diflurbing  the  peace  and  fi- 
lence  of  the  grave,  and  of  dragging  again  before  the 
tribunal  of  man  thofe  who  have  already  undergone  the 
more  awful  judgment  of  a  righteous  God  ? 

But  this  generofity  does  not  always  proceed  from 
pure  benevolence.  The  dead  no  longer  ftand  in  our 
way  ;  they  are  no  longer  our  rivals  in  the  purfuits  of 
fame  or  of  fortune.  We  can  here  earn  the  praife  of 
magnanimity,  without  any  danger  of  fuffering  in  the 
interefts  of  our  reputation,  our  confequence,  our  felf- 
love.  From  whatever  fource  this  lenity  and  forbear¬ 
ance  proceed,  we  would  not  be  thought  altogether  to 
condemn  them  ;  but  good-nature  in  this,  as  in  a  few 
other  cafes,  is  apt  fometimes  to  be  carried  too  far. 
Through  fear  of  being  thought  fevere  to  thofe  who 
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have  no  power  to  defend  themfelves,  extravagant  and 
unmerited  commendation  has  been  often  lavifhed  on 
the  worthlefs  and  the  wicked.  I  will  cheerfully  en¬ 
gage  not  to  violate  the  afhes  of  the  dead  by  unjuft  cem 
fure,  nor  even  by  merited  invective  ;  but  I  mud  not 
be  forced,  on  the  other  hand,  to  commemorate  vir¬ 
tues  that  were  never  pra&ifed  ;  to  bring  to  light  worth 
that  never  exifted,  except  in  the  tropes  of  a  funeral 
oration  ;  to  reprefent  as  right,  what  God,  and  truth, 
and  reafon  pronounce  to  be  wrong*  My  tongue  fhall 
be  filent  as  the  grave  over  the  memory  of  the  proud - 
eft,  moft  felfifh,  hard-hearted,  unkind,  uncomplying 
wretch  that  ever  lived  ;  but  I  mull  not  be  called  in  to 
proftitute  my  confcience  by  celebrating  his  humility, 
generofity,  compaftion,  or  fweetnefs  of  temper.  I 
would  correct  the  common  adage  a  little,  and  then 
give  it  all  the  currency  in  my  power.  Inftead  of  ren¬ 
dering  it,  66  of  the  dead  fay  that  only  which  is  goodf 
I  would  tranflate  it,  “  of  the  dead  fay  that  only 
which  is  true” 

Indeed,  the  beft  thing  that  can  befal  moft  men, 
when  they  die,  is  to  be  forgotten  as  foon  as  poftible. 
Few,  very  few  characters  are  fuch  as  not  to  lufter  by 
handling  ;  and  there  is  great  danger  of  roufing  and 
provoking  flumbering  relentments  againft  our  depart¬ 
ed  friends,  by  an  officious  zeal  to  trumpet  their  praife, 
and  difplay  their  good  qualities.  The  praife  beftow- 
ed  on  the  dead  is  generally  contemptible  adulation  to 
the  living  ;  adulation,  vilely  bellowing  the  rewards  of 
piety  and  goodnefs  on  mere  greatnefs  or  affluence, 
and  thereby  ftrengthening  the  hands  of  vice,  by  lulling 
the  confcience  to  reft,  and  deceiving  men  into  the  be¬ 
lief,  that  a  good  name  may  be  purchaied  without  pof- 
feffing  a  fpark  of  virtue. 

The  liturgy  of  our  eftablifhed  church,  in  how  many 
other  refpefts  foever  ufeful  and  excellent,  is  here 
faulty,  and  certainly  does  mifchief.  The  funeral  fer- 
vice,  one  of  the  nobleft,  becaufe  one  of  the  moft  fcrip- 
tural  parts  of  it,  with  indifcriminating  charity  difpenfes 

the 
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the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  the  evil  and  the  good,  to 
“  him  that  fweareth  as  to  him  who  feareth  an  oath.” 

•  he  wretch  whofe  whole  life  has  been  a  notorious 
violation  of  every  law  human  and  divine,  who  grew 
old  in  hatred  and  contempt  of  the  gofpel,  falls  alleep 
in  the  “  fure  and  certain  hope  oi  a  refurrection  to 
eternal  life.”  What  is  this  but  to  encourage  men  to' 
continue  in  fin,  that  grace  may  abound  \  to  live  profli¬ 
gates,  and  yet  hope  to  die  in  peace  ? 

Happily,  the  chara&er  we  are  this  evening  to  bring 
under  your  review  will  Hand  the  teft  of  the  ftrictefc 
examination,  will  fliine  with  fuperior  luftre  from  being 
touched  and  retouched,  will  difcover  new  excellencies 
on  every  inveftigation,  will  furnifh  to  the  humble,  the 
penitent,  and  the  believing,  perpetual  ground  of  in- 
ftru&ion  and  confolation.  After  a  courfe  of  more 
than  fourfcore  Lectures  on  the  life,  character,  and 
writings  of  Moles,  it  may  perhaps  be  thought  fuper- 
fluous,  to  employ  the  whole  of  another  difcourfe  in 
attempting  to  elucidate  his  character,  to  recommend 
his  example,  to  embalm  his  memory.  But  it  is  this 
very  circumftance  which  determined  me  to  attempt  a 
delineation  of  this  wonderful  man’s  portrait,  to  re- 
queft  that  you  would  join  me  in  meditating  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  over  one  who  has  been  honoured  of  God,  to  do 
more,  in  order  to  pleafe  and  inftrudl  mankind,  than 
any  mere  man  that  ever  exifted.  To  fay  truth,  I  con- 
fid  er  the  perfon  of  Mofes  as  a  pledge  of  affe&ion  be¬ 
tween  you  and  myfelf.  He  brought  us  together  at 
fir  ft,  and  he  has  kept  us  together  a'  confiderable  part 
of  thefe*  three  years  paft  ;  to  part  with  him  and  his 
writings  feems  a  kind  of  prefentiment  of  our  final  dif- 
folution  likewife  ;  and,  in  lofing  him,  I  feel  as  if  I 
were  lofing  a  thoufand  friends  at  a  ftroke.  But  let  us 
fpeak  and  think  of  Mofes,  not  of  ourfelves. 

It  is  impoftible  to  think  of  Mofes  without  firft  think¬ 
ing  of  “  his  Father  and  our  Father,  of  his  God  and 
our  God.”  To  be  a  chofen  inftrument  in  the  hand 
of  Heaven  to  carry  on  the  plans  of  Providence,  to 
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promote  the  wifdom  and  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  is 
man’s  higheft  glory  ;  as  it  is  his  trueft  felicity  to  do 
this  voluntarily  and  from  the  heart,  as  an  obedient, 
zealous,  and  cheerful  fellow-worker  with  God.  Now, 
Mofes  poffefled  this  diftinCtion  and  felicity  in  a  very 
eminent  degree.  God  railed  up  Pharaoh  “  in  very 
deed  for  this  caufe,  to  Ihew  in  him  his  power,  that  his 
great  name  might  be  declared  throughout  all  the 
earth  ;55  and  Pharaoh,  unhappily  for  himfelf,  accom- 
plilhed  the  defigns  of  Heaven,  by  his  pride,  obftinacy 
and  rebellion.  God  called  QC  Cyrus  his  anointed,  by 
name,  and  furnamed  him  who  had  not  known  him, 
for  Jacob  his  fervant’s  fake,  and  Ifrael  his  elect.55 
Nebuchadnezzar  he  employed  as  the  rod  of  his  anger 
to  chaftife  a  difobedient  and  gainfaying  people,  and 
then  broke  it  in  pieces  and  dallied  it  to  the  ground* 
Thefe,  and  many  others,  Hand  upon  record,  as  exe¬ 
cuting  the  will  of  the  Eternal  without  their  own  con- 
fcioufnefs  or  intention,  nay,  totally  againft  it ;  but 
Mofes  had  the  rare  felicity  of  engaging  in  one  of  the 
moft  generous  purpofes  which  can  animate  a  human 
breall,  knowing  it  to  be,  at  the  fame  time,  the  lead¬ 
ing,  commanding  purpofe  of  God  himfelf.  Every 
ftep  he  moved  was  fupported  by  the  enlivening  reflec¬ 
tion,  that  every  ftep  he  moved  was  executing  the  de¬ 
crees  of  the  Almighty,  and  promoting  the  relief  and 
falvation  of  his  wretched  countrymen.  How  delight¬ 
ful  the  progrefs,  when  dutv  and  inclination  ero  hand 
in  hand  ! 

The  circumftances  in  which  God  railed  up  Mofes 
mark  him  peculiarly  as  his  own.  Every  thing  con¬ 
curred  to  prove,  that  here  “  the  arm  of  the  Lord  was 
revealed.55  Another  king  had  arifen,  64  who  knew 
not  Jofeph,55  the  hope  of  Ifrael  feemed  to  be  perilli¬ 
ng  9  Egypt  was  alarmed  with  expeftation,  or  rather 
apprehenfion,  of  the  appearance  of  this  wonderful 
child  ;  Ifrael  was  awakened  to  expectation,  but  aban¬ 
doned  it  in  defpair.  To  reach  the  life  of  one,  ten 
thoufand  innocents  perilh  by  the  fword.  But,  as  if  in 
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defiance  of  the  precautions  of  human  wifdom,  Mofes 
is  born  in  the  very  rage  of  that  perfecution  which 
threatened  his  life.  The  daughter  of  Pharaoh  becomes 
his  protestor,  and  Egyptian  Magi  vie  with  each  other 
in  rearing  that  genius,  whofe  afcendant  threatened  the 
downfall  of  their  country ;  and  Mofes  is  become 
great,  before  the  world  apprehends  that  it  is  he  by 
whofe  hand  God  would  deliver  his  people  from 
bondage. 

This  brings  us  forward  to  the  period  when  his  per- 
fonal  charafter  began  plainly  to  unfold  itfelf ;  and  it 
difcovers  to  us  a  mind  fuperior  to  every  mean,  every 
feifilh  gratification.  Men  love  to  adopt  the  caufe  that 
prevails  ;  and  the  caufe  of  Ifrael  was  at  that  time  low 
indeed.  At  a  certain  period  of  life  paflion  bears  un¬ 
limited  fway.  At  forty,  the  calls  of  ambition  and 
pride  are  loudeft  ;  and  they  who  are  themfelves  at  eafc 
are  little  difpofed  to  embark  in  the  miferies  of  others. 
But  in  Mofes  behold  a  man,  not  funk  into  poverty 
violently  obtruded  upon  him,  but  poverty  deliberate¬ 
ly  chofen  ;  a  man  of  forty  relinquixhing,  v/ithout  re¬ 
luctance  or  regret,  the  pleafures,  riches  and  honours 
of  a  court,  and  exchanging  them  for  the  labour  and 
opprefiion  of  an  Ifraelitifh  Have,  and  glorying  in  the 
reproachful  name  of  Hebrew,  much  more  than  in  that 
of  “  the  fon  of  Pharaoh's  daughter.  Behold  the 
manly  indignation  of  a  noble  fpirit  flattening  to  avenge 
wretchednefs  and  depreffion  of  infolence  and  cruelty, 
and  in  the  punifhment  of  one  oppreffor  exhibiting  an 
anticipated  view  of  that  great  deliverance  which,  in 
procefs  of  time,  God  was  by  him  to  work  in  behalf  of 
a  whole  people. 

The  fame  fpirit  which  beheld  Egyptian  oppreffion 
with  juft  refentment,  beheld  difeord  among  brethren 
with  godly  forrow  and  regret.  He  boldly  expoied  his 
life  to  repel  the  one  ;  in  the  fpirit  ot  meekneis  he  tri¬ 
ed  to  heal  the  other  ;  and  he  very  early  experienced 
the  ungracious,  and  ungrateful,  and  difeouraging  re¬ 
quital  of  fervices  the  mo  ft  kindly  intended  ;  the  fad 
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prefage  of  that  life  of  mortification  unparalleled,  and 
molt  unmerited,  which  he  was  afterwards  called  to  en¬ 
dure.  The  infolent  retort  of  an  unkind  brother 
awakened  prudence,  and  put  him  for  a  feafon  to  flight ; 
for  valour,  as  the  cafe  then  flood,  valour  againft  fuch 
fearful  odds,  could  not  have  deferved  the  name  of 
courage,  but  of  rafhnefs. 

Providence  flill  directs  his  path,  and  condufts  him 
at  once  to  ufefulnefs  and  happinefs.  It  feems  as  if  the 
all-wife  Jehovah  meant  to  difplay  in  Mofes  an  example 
of  the  great  and  of  the  petty  virtues,  the  virtues  of  the 
man,  of  the  citizen,  and  of  the  believer  united  ;  and 
in  none  of  his  future  exploits,  perhaps,  is  he  more 
amiable  and  more  eltimable  than  in  protecting  the 
virgin  daughters  of  Jethro  from  the  violence  of  their 
rough  and  furly  neighbours.  Here  we  behold  again 
on  what  delicate  hinges  the  great  God  turns  round 
the  affairs  of  men.  This  piece  of  natural,  honeft,  com¬ 
mendable  gallantry,  introduces  Mofes  to  the  acquaint¬ 
ance  of  a  prince,  lays  the  foundation  of  an  important 
alliance  for  life,  and  influences  all  his  future  fortunes, 
and  feelings,  as  a  man. 

Hence  we  are  conducted  to  the  delicious,  the  calm, 
the  contemplative  period  of  our  hero’s  mortal  exig¬ 
ence.  We  behold  a  Ample  fliepherd  tending  a  flock 
not  his  own,  but  enjoying  tranquillity  and  content¬ 
ment  ;  fecluded  from  the  fociety  of  men,  but  blefled 
with  the  vifions  of  the  Almighty  ;  lofing  himfelf  in 
fvveet  oblivion  of  a  bufy,  buftling  world,  awake  only 
to  the  innocent  joys  of  domeflic  life,  and  the  fublirn- 
er  pleafures  of  religion.  It  was  in  all  probability  in 
this  delightful  retreat,  during  this  bleffed  interval  of 
retirement  from  and  unconne&ednefs  with  what  pall¬ 
ed  on  the  great  theatre,  that,  divinely  taught,  he  lung 
“.how  the  heavens  and  earth  rofe  out  of  chaos.”  ft 
was  then  and  there  that  the  Divine  Spirit  difclofed  to 
his  aftoniflied,  his  enraptured  eye,  the  years  beyond 
the  flood,  the  fpring-feafon  of  nature,  the  firft  man 
whom  God  created  upon  the  earth,  the  aroiablenefs  of 
Vol.  V.  L  pure 
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pure  primeval  innocence,  the  glories  of  paradife,  the 
unlimited  bounty  of  indulgent  Heaven.  It  was  then 
and  there,  that  good  Spirit  put  the  pen  into  his  hand, 
to  trace  that  facred  record,  which  has  defcended  to 
us  for  our  delight  and  inftru&ion,  and  which  fhall  re¬ 
main,  till  time  expire,  the  wonder,  the  monitor,  the 
guide  of  mankind  unto  all  manner  of  truth. 

What  a  happy  period  for  the  human  race  !  how 
happy  for  himfelf.  Were  the  will  of  man  to  prevail, 
who  would  exchange  fuch  a  retirement  as  this,  for 
the  noife  and  glare  which  captivates  fools  ?  But  men, 
fuch  as  Mofes,  are  not  made  for  themfelves  alone  ; 
and  ill  would  he  have  improved  the  blellings  of  foli- 
tude,  had  he  not  learned  in  it,  cheerfully  to  facrifice 
his  own  humour  and  his  own  eafe  to  the  work  and  glo¬ 
ry  of  God. 

The  time  to  favour  Ifrael  was  now  come,  and  Mo¬ 
fes  mufl  think  of  privacy  and  felf-enjoyment  no  longer. 
By  a  vifion,  fuch  as  might  appal  the  boldeft,  and  en¬ 
courage  the  mofl  fearful,  he  is  remanded  to  Egypt 
with  a  commiffion,  under  the  feal  of  Heaven,  to 
haughty  Pharaoh,  and  he  fears  no  more  the  wrath  of 
a  king. . 

But  we  have  infenfibly  deviated  into  the  hiflory  of 
Mofes,  inftead  of  delineating  his  character.  Are  they 
not,  however,  one  and  the  fame  thing  ?  To  know 
what  he  was,  wre  have  but  to  confider  what  he  faid, 
and  how  he  afted.  But  how  is  it  poflible  to  comprife, 
within  the  bounds  of  one  difcourfe,  a  detail  of  forty  ac¬ 
tive,  bufy  years,  from  the  day  that  God  appeared  to 
him  in  a  flame  of  fire  in  the  bufh,  to  the  day  of  his 
afcending  to  the  top  of  Mount  Nebo  to  die  ?  In  gen¬ 
eral,  they  contain  a  difplay  of  almofl  every  human 
fhining  virtue,  brought  forward  to  the  eye,  and  im- 
preffed  on  the  heart,  by  their  mofl  lovely  foil,  mod- 
efty,  meeknefs  and  humility.  What  magnanimity  ! 
united  to  what  coolnefs  and  felf-government  !  what 
firmnefs  and  intrepidity  !  what  patience  and  gentle- 
nefs !  what  confummate  wifdom  !  what  amiable  fim- 

plicity ! 
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plicity  !  in  youth,  in  maturity,  in  old  age  ;  in  public 
and  in  private  life  ;  in  every  relation  and  condition, 
who  is  like  him,  who  deferves  to  be  compared  with 
him  ?  In  forming  an  idea  of  human  excellence,  Mofes 
prefents  himfelf  immediately  to  my  view  j  it  is  no 
longer  an  idea,  it  is  a  delightful  reality. 

The  more  attentive  part  of  my  hearers  will  obferve 
that,  to  complete  the  propofed  plan  of  this  difcourfe, 
there  is  Hill  wanting  the  general  leading  idea  of  all 
thele  difcourfes,  the  refemblance  between  the  type  and 
the  perfon  typified — the  analogy  of  Mofes  and  Chrift. 
This  I  refer  to  another  Lecture  ;  and  beg  leave  to 
fubjoin,  as  a  proper  fequel  to  this,  the  following  elo- 
gium  of  Mofes,  tranflated  from  the  works  of  an  elo¬ 
quent  critic  of  his  writings.* 


Elogium  of  Moses. 

This  moft  extraordinary  perfonage  was  prefented 
to  the  world  in  very  fingular  circumftances.  He  ap¬ 
peared  at  a  period  of  peculiar  affli&ion  to  his  kindred 
and  nation  ;  and  Divine  Providence  feems  to  have 
raifed  him  up  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of  exemplify- 
mg  virtues,  which  diftrefs  and  perfecution  alone  are 
calculated  to  place  in  the  faireft  point  of  light.  By  a 
fenes  of  miraculous  events  he  efcaped,  in  infancy,  the 
fatal  effects  of  a  fanguinary  decree,  which  doomed  to 
death  all  the  male  children  of  the  Hebrews,  from  the 
womb.  And,  what  highly  merits  confideration,  and 
ferves  ftrikingly  to  difplay  the  influence  which  Sove¬ 
reign  Wifdom  exercifes  over  all  the  affairs  of  men,  he 
owed  his  preservation,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  perfons 
whole  mtereft  it  was  to  have  deftroyed  him.  Thefe 
very  perfons  aflifted  in  forming  that  fuperior  genius 
and  m  cultivating  thofe  wonderful  talents,  which  in 

quahfied  him  to  be  the  deliverer  of  a  nation 
which  it  was  their  intention  utterly  to  extirpate. 

•  T^  r  ^  2  “  Scarely 

riet3vIT^UrS  ^lft‘  CIitiflues>  &c-  fur  les  Evenemens  meraorables  du 
Tieox  Teftameot.  par  Jaques  Saurin,  Tome  I.  DifcoursLXX. 
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u  Scarcely  arrived  at  that  ftage  of  life  when  men 
begin  to  form  plans  for  the  remainder  of  their  ex¬ 
igence,  he  feels  himfelf  called  to  determine  between 
two  objefts,  fo  incompatible  in  their  nature,  that  the 
matured  judgment  can  with  difficulty  hold  the  balance 
even  ;  religion  and  worldly  intereft.  Under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  making  a  choice  fo  difficult,  he  rifes  above 
his  age,  above  his  paffions,  nay,  in  fome  fenfe,  above 
humanity,  and  nobly  facrinces  every  worldly  profpeft 
to  religion.  He  refolves  to  partake  in  the  miferies  of 
an  oppreffed  people,  in  order  to  fecure  an  intereft  in 
the  favour  of  that  God  who  is  continually  watching 
over  his  children,  even  when  he  feems  to  have  aban¬ 
doned  them  to  their  perfecutors ;  he  values  nothing 
in  companion  with  that  favour  ;  he  prizes  it  infinitely 
more  than  that  of  a  great  king,  nay,  more  than  the 
profpeft  itfelf  of  being  heir  to  a  throne  and  kingdom  ; 
and,  according  to  the  expreffion  of  St.  Paul,  Ef- 
teemed  the  reproach  of  Chrlji  greater  riches  than  the  treaf- 
ures  of  Egypt.”  * 

“  Not  fatisfied  with  being  a  fpeftator  and  a  partak¬ 
er  of  the  mifery  of  his  wretched  brethren,  he  refolves 
to  meet  the  torrent ;  and,  of  a  witnefs,  haftens  to 
become  the  avenger  of  the  tyranny  under  which  they 
groaned.  Obferving  one  of  the  mercilefs  tools  of  op- 
preffion  abufing  an  Ifraelite,  he  braves  the  rigour  of  all 
the  laws  of  Egypt,  kills  the  oppreffor,  delivers  the 
fulferer,  and,  as  we  have  find  in  another  place,  per¬ 
forms  an  anticipated  aft  of  the  deliverer  of  his  coun~ 

k  Prudence  conllrains  him  to  withdraw  from  the 
danger  which  threatened  the  ftranger  who  dared  to 
fhed  the  blood  of  an  Egyptian.  He  retires  into  the 
land  of  Midian,  and  there  experiences  repeated  proofs 
of  the  care  of  that  miraculous  Providence  which  ac¬ 
companied  him  through  the  whole  courfe  of  a  long 
life. "  Cut  off  from  every  opportunity  of  difplaymg 

the  qualities  of  the  hero,  he  exhibits  thole  of  the 

philofopher. 


*  Heb.  xi.  2  6. 
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philofopher.  He  employs  the  calmnefs  of  that  re¬ 
treat  in  contemplating  the  divine  perfections ;  or 
rather,  in  this  delicious  retirement  it  was,  that  he  en¬ 
joyed  the  intimate  communications  of  the  Almighty, 
who  infpired  him,  and  appointed  him  to  the  high  de'l- 
tination  of  laying  the  firft  foundations  of  revealed 
religion,  which  was  to  fupply  the  defects  of  that  of 
nature,  already  clouded  and  disfigured  by  the  preju¬ 
dices  and  the  paihons  of  mankind.  He  compofed  the 
book  of  Genefis  ;  and  thereby  furnilhed  the  world 
With  irrefiftible  arms  to  combat  idolatry.  He  attacks 
the  two  moft  extravagant  errors  into  which  the  hu- 
man  race  had  fallen,  the  plurality  of  gods,  and  that 
which  admits  imperfection  in  the  Deity.  To  the  one 

and  the  other,  he  oppofes  the  doctrine  of  the  unity  of 
an  all-perfeft  Being.  ; 

uivu  1  God,  whofe  exigence  and  attributes  he  thus 
published,  was  pleafed  to  manifeft  himfelf  to  him  in 
Mount  Horeb,  in  a  manner  altogether  fmgular  and 
miraculous.  He  confers  on  this  chofen  fervant,  the 
glorious  but  formidable  commiffion,  to  take  the  field 
againlt  Pharaoh,  to  ffem  the  current  of  oppreffion  to 
attempt  to  mollify  the  tyrant  5  and,  if  perfuafion  failed, 
to  employ  force,  to  fupport  arguments  by  prodigies, 

.  °.  exaft.  3,1  Egypt  the  expiation  of  thofe  barbar- 
lties  which  fhe  had  dared  to  exercife  upon  a  people 

diftmgmfhed  as  the  objeft  of  his  tendered  love,  and 
of  his  moll  illuftrious  miracles. 

This  appointment  Mofes  prefumes  to  decline  • 
but  from  a  fpirit  of  humility  rather  than  of  difobedi- 
ence.  He  could  not  conceive  it  poffible  ,that,  at  the 
age  of  fourfcore,  and  labouring  under  a  defeat  of 
ipeech,  he  could  be  the  perfon  qualified  to  addrefs  a 
mighty  prince,  and  overturn  a  whole  kingdom.  The 
appointment  is  a  fecond  time  prelTed  upon  him  •  a 
econd  time  he  refufes  it.  At  length,  however,  his 
reluftance  is  overcome  ;  and  filled  with  that  Spirit 
which  animated  him  to  the  conflift,  he  enters  on  the 
career  of  glory  which  was  prefented  to  him,  and  his 

firlt 
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firft  victory  is  a  victory  over  himfelf.  He  tears  hira- 
felf  from  the  delights  of  the  land  of  Midian ;  he  quits 
the  houfe  of  a  father-in-law,  by  whom  he  was  moil 
tenderly  beloved,  to  encounter  a  holt  of  enemies  and 

executioners.  < 

j-jg  arrives  in  Egypt.  He  prefents  himfelf  before 

Pharaoh :  he  entreats  he  threatens ;  he  draws  down 
upon  the  Egyptians  plagues  the  moft  tremendous. 
He  departs  from  that  kingdom,  at  the  head  of  a  peo¬ 
ple  which  had  endured  in  it  cruelties  the  moll  unex¬ 
ampled.  The  tyrant  purfues  him,  gains  ground, 
prefles  hard  upon  him.  Pehold  him  encompaffed  on 
every  fide,  by  a  vail  and  invincible  army,  by  a  ridge 
of  inacceffible  mountains,  and  by  the  waters  of  the 
Red  Sea.  He  rebukes  the  roaring  billows ;  they  in- 
ftantly  become  obedient  to  the  man  whom  the  Deity 
has  made,  (if  the  exprellion  be  lawful)  the  depofitary 
of  his  power.  The  waters  were  a  wall  unto  them  on  their 
right  hand  and  on  their  left,*  as  the  facred  hillorian  ex- 
prelfes  himfelf.  Mofes  advances  into  the  wildernefs, 
and,  by  a  continuation  of  miraculous  interpofition,  he 
beholds  thofe  very  waters  which  had  divided,  to  fa¬ 
vour  the  palfage  of  Ifrael,  clofing  again,  and  fwal- 
lowing  up  Pharaoh,  his  court,  and  his  holt. 

“  Delivered,  in  appearance,  from  his  moll  formida¬ 
ble  enemies,  he  foon  finds  he  has  to  maintain  a  lading 
conflid  with  foes  Hill  more  formidable,  the  very  peo- 
plewhom  he  conduced.  He  difcovers  in  thefe  de¬ 
generate  fons  of  Ifrael,  every  mean  and  grovelhng  ten¬ 
ement  which  a  fervile  Hate  has  a  tendency  to  mfpire; 
all  the  abfurdity  of  weak  and  capricious  minds ;  all 
the  cowardice,  perfidy,  and  ingratitude  of  corrupted 
hearts.  With  fuch  a  race  Mofes  found  himfelf  under 
the  neceffity  of  living  in  a  walle  and  parched  defert, 
and  of  llruggling  there  with  all  the  horrors  of  hunger 
and  third,  and  a  total  want  of  every  neceffary.  Ex- 
pofed  to  all  the  infults  of  an  enraged,  ungovernable 
multitude,  he  is  at  the  fame  time  condramed  to  att 
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as  their  interceffor  with  an  offended  God.  He  feels 
himfelf  called  upon  to  maintain  the  intereds  of  the 
divine  glory  with  a  ftiff-necked  and  perverfe  nation  ; 
and  to  plead  the  caufe  of  that  very  nation  with  Deity, 
provoked  to  execute  righteous  judgment  on  a  race  of 
men  who  were  continually  difpofed  to  infult  his  author¬ 
ity,  and  to  degrade  his  perfections,  by  affociating 
him  with  the  infamous  idols  of  the  Pagan  world. 

“  Mofes  had  fometimes  the  felicity  of  averting  the 
divine  difpleafure,  and  of  reftraining  the  madneis  of 
the  people.  But  more  frequently  he  endured  the 
mortification  of  feeing  the  inefficacy  of  all  his  well- 
meant  efforts.  The  violence  of  the  people  bore  down 
all  oppofition ;  and  offended  Heaven  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  the  voice  of  his  fupplication.  Divine  juftice 
vindicated  its  rights ;  Ifrael  felt  its  fevered  drokes, 
and  twenty  four  thoufand *  fall  at  one  ftroke. 

<c  The  mod  awful  chaftifements  have  proved  equally 
ineffectual  with  the  tendered:  expodulations,  to  bring 
them  back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty.  And  as  if  Mofes 
had  been  refponfible  for  the  calamities  which  they  had 
brought  upon  themfelves,  by  their  reiterated  crimes, 
they  talk  of  doning  him.  They  propofe  to  appoint 
a  commander  to  conduCt  them  back  to  Egypt,  from 
whence  God  had  delivered  them  by  a  Jlrong  hand  and 
a  Jiretched-out  arm  :  they  prefer  an  inglorious  fervi- 
tude  to  the  miraculous  protection  afforded  them  in 
the  wildernefs,  and  to  all  the  profpeCts  of  the  fair 
inheritance  which  God  had  promifed  to  bedow  upon 
them. 

“  In  a  date  of  fuch  anxiety  and  didrefs  Mofes  paff- 
ed  forty  complete  years,  and  conducted,  at  length, 
the  remains  of  this  people  to  the  borders  of  the  prom¬ 
ifed  land.  Was  ever  life  fo  Angularly  eventful  ?  Was 
ever  hero  fignalized  by  fo  many  extraordinary  ex¬ 
ploits  ? 

<c  If  we  go  into  a  more  particular  detail  of  his  great 
aCtions,  we  meet  with  a  bright  difplay  of  every  finn¬ 
ing  virtue.  “  What 
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U  Wrhat  magnanimity  !  Witnefs  the  armies  he  fo 
jucceisfuliy  commanded ;  witnefs  the  crown  and 
kingdom  of  Egypt  defpifed,  rejected,  when  put  in 

competition  with  the  obligations  and  prolpecis  of  re¬ 
ligion. 

66  What  firmnefs  !  Witnefs  his  undaunted  addrefles, 
and  his  animated  replies  to  Pharaoh.  Thus  faith  the 
Lord)  Lei  my  people  go ,  that  they  may  ferve  me*  We 
will  go  wit/j  our  young  and  with  our  old ,  with  cur  fons 
ana  with  our  daughters ,  with  our  flocks  and  with  our 
hr i  els  will  we  go  ;  there  fhall  not  be  an  hoof  left  behind . 
Thou  haft  fpoken  well ,  I  will fee  thy  face  again  710  more .  f 
cc  What  fervour  !  Witnels  thefe  hands  lifted  up  to 
h^eraven5  while  lirael  was  fighting  againft  Amalek. 
Witnefs  thefe  ardent  prayers  in  behalf  of  the  rebell¬ 
ious  Ilraelites  :  Lord ,  why  doth  thy  wrath  wax  hot 
againft  thy  people ,  which  thou  hafl  brought  forth  out  of 
rue  land  of  Egypt ,  with  great  power ,  and  with  a  mighty 
hand  ?  Wherefore  Jhould  the  Egyptians  fpeak  and  fay  ,  For 
raif chief  did  he  bring  them  out ,  to  flay  them  in  the  moun¬ 
tains ,  and  to  confume  them  from  the  face  of  the  earth  ? 
1  urn  from  thy  fierce  wrath  ,  and  repent  of  this  evil  againft 
thy  people.  Remember  Abraham ,  Ifaac ,  and  Ifrael  thy 
fervants ,  to  whom  thou  fwareft  by  thine  own  J'elfi  and 
faidflt  unto  them ,  I  will  multiply  your  feed  as  the  ftars  of 
heaven ,  and  all  this  land  that  I  have  fpoken  of  will  I 
give  unto  your  feed ,  and  they  fhall  inherit  it  forever .J 

What  charity  !  Witnefs  thefe  forcible  exprefllons  : 
Oh ?  this  people  have  finned  a  great  Jin ,  and  have  made 
them  gods  of  gold.  Net  yiow ,  if  thou  wilt , forgive  their 
fin  :  and  if  not ,  blot  me ,  I  pray  thee ,  out  of  thy  book  which 
thou  hafl  written .§ 

cc  What  gentlenefs  !  Witnefs  what  is  faid  of  him. 
Numbers  xii.  3.  Now  tbe  man  Mofes  was  very  meek , 
above  all  the  men  which  were  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 

cc  What  earned  defire  to  draw  fupplies  of  grace  and 
truth  immediately  from  their  fource  !  Witnefs  thefe 

ardent 

*  Exod.  viii.  1.  f  Exod.  x.  9.  26.  29. 
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ardent  afpirations  of  foul  after  God :  if  thy  prefence 
go  not  with  me  ^  carry  us  not  up  hence .  /  bcfccch  Uoec^ JIjcw 

me  thy  glory .  * 

“  What  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God  !  Wltncfs  the  ta_ 
bles  of  the  law  broken  in  pieces  at  the  fight  of  a  peo„ 
pie  who  had  rendered  themfeives  unworthy  of  receiv¬ 
ing  marks  fo  tender  of  the  love  of  God.  Witnefs 
that  rigorous  order  iifued  to  the  fons  of  Levi  :  cLhus 
faith  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael ,  Put  every  man  his  fword  by 
his  l ide ,  and  go  in  and  out  from  gate  to  gate  throughout 
the  camp ,  and  flay  every  man  his  brother ,  and  every  man 
bis  companion ,  and  every  man  his  neighbour,  f  Witnefs 
his  anfwer  to  Jofhua,  when  he  exprelfed  an  apprehen- 
fion  left  the  prophetic  gifts  bellowed  on  Eldad  and 
Medad  fliould  eclipfe  the  glory  of  his  mailer  :  Envi - 
eft  thou  for  my  fake ,  would  God  that  all  the  Lord’s  people 
were  prophets ,  and  that  the  Lord  would  put  his  Spirit  up¬ 
on  them  !  + 

<c  What  perfeverance  !  Witnefs  thofe  exhortations  ; 
and  that  facred  fong,  with  which  he  conduced  his 
miniftrations  and  his  life.  X 

“  But  where  was  perfect  virtue  ever  to  be  found  ? 
Mofes  too  had  his  infirmities.  In  a  life  fo  long,  how¬ 
ever,  and  fo  peculiarly  circumftanced,  who  is  charge¬ 
able  with  faults  fo  flight  and  fo  few  ?  His  very  errors 
feem  to  partake  of  the  nature  of  virtue.  The  darker 
fhad  es  of  his  character  become  perceptible  from  the 
contrail  they  form  with  a  whole  life  fo  bright  and 
luminous.  That  he  fliould  Ihrink  back,  at  firlt,  from 
the  propofal  of  an  embalfy  to  the  king  of  Egypt  ; 
that  he  fliould  negledt,  for  a  feafon,  from  certain  do- 
meftic  confiderations,  the  circumcifion  of  a  child  ; 
that  he  fliould  be  flow  of  belief  refpedting  the  difpo- 
fition  of  a  righteous  God  to  extract  water  miracu- 
loufly  from  the  rock,  to  fupply  the  wants  of  a  mur¬ 
muring  generation  ;  that  he  fliould  ftrike  the  rock  a 
fecond  time,  rather  from  indignation  againft  the  reb¬ 
els, 

*  ExocL  xxxiii.  15.  1 8.  f  Exod.  xxxii.  27. 
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than  from  diftnifl:  of  the  God  in  whom  compaf- 
fions  flow.  .  Thefe  undoubtedly  are  blemilhes,  nav, 
ofiences  which  God  might  punifh  with  death,  were 
he  uriCt  to  mark  iniquity ;  but,  when  human  infirm- 
nY  Is  taken  into  the  account,  they  are  faults  that  ex¬ 
cite  pity  rather  than  indignation. 

cc  Should  any  part  of  the  elogium  we  have  pro¬ 
nounced  on  Mofes  feem  exaggerated,  we  fhall  add,  to 
all  the  honourable  traits  under  which  we  have  repre¬ 
sented  him,  one  infinitely  more  glorious  ftill,  traced 
b};  ^e  hand  of  God  himfelf,  who  beft  knows  how  to 
appreciate  merit  and  difiribute  praife,  and  which  ex- 
dns  our  prophet  far  above  all  human  panegyric  i 
There  arofe  not  a  prophet  fince  in  Ifrael  like  unto  Mofes , 
whom  the  Lord  knew  face  to  face :  in  all  the  fgns  and  the 
wonders  which  the  Lord  fent  him  to  do  in  the  land  of  Egypt , 
to  Pharaoh ,  and  to  all  his  fervants ,  and  to  all  his  land , 
ana  in  all  that  mighty  hand ,  and  in  all  the  great  terror 
which  Mofes  fhewed  in  the  fight  of  all  Ifrael 

This  truly  great  man  died  in  the  year  of  the  world 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-three ;  and  be¬ 
fore  the  birth  of  Jefus  Chrift  one  thoufand  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-one ;  eight  hundred  and  ninety-feven 
years  after  the  flood  ;  and  before  the  building  of  Sol¬ 
omon's  temple  four  hundred  and  forty  ;  in  the  forti¬ 
eth  year  from  the  Exodus,  or  departure  of  Ifrael  from 
Egypt ;  and  of  his  own  age  the  one  hundred  and 
twentieth.  Before  his  death,  he  uttered  a  clear  and 
diltinCt  prediction  of  the  Mefliah,  which,  in  cc  the  ful- 
nefs  of  time/’  was  exactly  accomplifhed  ;  and  he  ap¬ 
peared  in  perfon  on  Mount  Tabor  to  lay  all  his  glory 
and  honour  at  the  feet  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 
We  (hall  have  finifhed  our  plan,  after  we  have  fuggeft- 
ed  a  few  reflections  on  this  prediction  of  Mofes,  and 
on  this  his  appearance,  in  company  with  Elias,  to  do 
homage  to  the  Son  of  God,—' u  the  Author  and  Fin- 
ifher  of  our  faith."  To  Him  cc  be  glory  and  dominion 
forever  and  ever.  Amen." 
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DEUT.  xviii.  15—18.  ACTS  iii.  22. 

the  Lord  thy  God  will  raife  up  unto  thee  a  prophet  from  the 
midfl  of  thee,  of  thy  brethren,  like  unto  me  ;  unto  him  ye 
Jhall  hearken.  According  to  all  that  thou  defiredft  of  the 
Lord  thy  Godin  Horeb,  in  the  day  of  the  affembly,  fay¬ 
ing,  Let  me  not  hear  again  the  voice  of  the  Lord  my 
God,  neither  let  me  fee  this  great  fire  any  more  that  j 
die  not.  And  the  Lord fiaid  unto  me.  They  have  well 
fpoken  that  which  they  have  fipoken.  1  will  raife  them 
up  a  prophet  from  among  their  brethren,  like  unto  thee, 
and  will  put  my  words  in  his  mouth,  and  he  Jhall  fpeak 
unto  them  all  that  I  Jhall  command  him.  For  Mofes 
truly  faid  unto  the  fathers,  A  prophet  Jhall  the  Lord 
your  God  raife  up  unto  you  of  your  brethren,  like  unto 
me,  him  Jhall  ye  hear  in  all  things  whatfoever  he  Jhall 

fay  unto  you . 

In  the  frame  and  courfe  of  nature,  who  does  not  per* 
ceive  evident  marks  of  wifdom  in  defign,  oidei  in  ex¬ 
ecution,  energy  in  operation?  All  is  plan,  fyftem, 
harmony.  Every  thing  befpeaks  a  Being  provident, 
omnipotent,  unremittingly  attentive  :  whofe  works, 
indeed,  infinitely  exceed  our  comprehenfion  ;  but 
which  by  their  beauty,  fimplicity  and  ufefulnefs,  fill 

the  mind  with  wonder  and  delight,  while  their  variety, 

luftre, 
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whehn  m  Thlfi<  enCe  and  imtnenfity  aftonift  and  over- 

evident  is  ft  g?7rTent  °f  the  world>  k  is  equally 
Ibm  f  ’  f  (U  t  of  contnvance  ;  it  evinces  a  con- 

am,  Superintending  care.  Event^rifes  out  of  event 

!mk  runs  into  link.  What  to  the  firft  glance  appeared 

an  afferablage  of  Mattered  fragments,  is  foundf  on  a 

oie  careful  and  attentive  mfpeffion,  to  be  a  regular, 

beautiful,  well-proportioned  fabric,  a  “  body  fitly 

joined  together,  and  compacted  by  that  which  every 

joint  fuppheth  according  to  the  effeftual  working  in 
tae  meal  are  of  every  part. 5  ’  ° 

.  It,muft  bf  Pk;ar‘nS  “  every  ferious  mind  to  obferve 
m  toe  work  of  redemption  a  fimilar  uniformity  of 
defign,  progrefs  and  execution.  We  find  patriarchs 
prophets,  aponles,  remote  from,  unknown  to  one 

inT  hiV1  ur“erent  a8’es>  in  different  regions,  declar- 
m0  the  fame  purpofe,  promoting  the  fame  plan,  aim- 

mg  at  the  fame  end.  This  affords  a  preemption,  at 
lead,  that,  he  who  made,  upholds  and  governs' the 
unne^.,  is  nkewi'e  the  Author  of  falvation  ;  in  all 
whole  works  and  ways  a  noble  and  important  end  is 
obvioufly  kept  in  view  ;  and  that  end  purfued  and  at- 
tamed  by  means  the  wifeft  and  the  bed.  The  Mofaic 
and  Chnlfian  are  not  feparate,  unconneaed,  independ¬ 
ent  difpenfations,  but  correfponding  and  harmonious 
members  at  the  fame  great  building  of  God.  Nature 
and  grace  have  one  fource,  one  date  ;  they  proceed 
m  a  paiai.ec  in  rechon,  they  are  haftening  to  one  com¬ 
mon  confirmation.  Or,  to  fpeak  more  properly, 
the  fyltem  of  external  nature  and  the  fcheme  of  re¬ 
demption  aie  the  welbadjufted,  the  harmonized  parts 
of  the  one  great  plan  of  eternal  Providence,  which 
contains  the  whole  purpofe  of  the  glorious  Creator 
concerning  man— his  firft  formation,  his  prefent  ftate 
and  character,  and  his  final  deftination. 

1  urn  up  the  infpired  volume  at  whatever  pa^e  you 
will,  and  you  have  a  perfon,<  or  an  event,  or  a  fervice, 
or  a  pi  edichon  unfolding,  in  one  form  or  another, 
the  merciful  “  purpofe  of  Him  who  worketh  all  things 

after 
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after  the  counfel  of  his  own  willy  that  we  Ihould  b— 
to  the  praife  of  his  glory.”  Tranfport  yourfelf  in 
thought  to  whatever  period  of  the  world  you  will,  and 
you  dill  find  the  gofpel  preached  ;  whether  in  the  fac- 
rifice  of  righteous  Abel,  the  tranflation  of  Enoch,  the 
ark  of  Noah,  the  promife  made  to  Abraham,  the  pre¬ 
dictions  of  dying  Jacob;  from  the  leat  of  Moles,  the 
throne  of  David,  the  dungeon  of  Jeremian.  1  iiey 
all  fpeak  an  uniform  language,  all  give  witnefs  to  the 
fame  perfon,  all  difclofe  their  own  peculiar  portion  of 
the  gofpel  treafure,  for  the  illumination  of  an  ignorant, 
the  reformation  of  a  corrupted,  the  falvation  of  a  per- 
ilhing  world. 

The  writings  of  Mofes  exhibit  a  fingular  difplav  of 
this  grand  combined  plan.  He  traces  nature  up  to  her 
birth,  and  inftructs  us  “  how  the  heavens  and  earth 
rofe  out  of  chaos.”  He  conduHs  us  through  the 
mazes  of  the  moral  government  of  the  Great  Su¬ 
preme,  and  there  too  unfolds  wild  uproar  reduced  to 
order,  and  “  the  wrath  of  man  working  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  God.”  He  draws  afide  the  curtains  of  the 
night,  and  the  day-fpring  from  on  high”  dawns  on 
fallen  humanity.  He  attends  us  through  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  that  bright  day,  and,  confhained  at  length  to 
retire,  leaves  behind  him  the  affurance,  that  “  the 
fulnefs  of  the  time”  would  come,  that  “  the  morning 
light”  would  advance  with  growing  fpler.dour  unto 
“  the  perfect  day.”  He  prefents  to  our  aftonifned 
eyes  the  vaft,  the  complicated,  the  beautiful  machine  ; 
wheel  within  wheel  put  in  motion,  preferving  from 
age  to  age  its  Heady  nrajeftic  tenor,  with  native,  un¬ 
wearied,  undiminifhed  force  ;  referring  us  Hill  to  its 
divine  Author,  who  made  and  upholds  all  “  by  the 
word  of  his  power,”  and  for  whole  “  pleafure  they 
are  and  were  created.” 

Mofes,  not  only  in  what  he  wrote,  but  in  what  he 
was  and  acted,  illuflrioufly  difplayed  the  grace  of  God 
in  the  redemption  of  the  w’orid.  Not  only  did  he 
write  and  tejlify  concerning  the  great  Deliverer,  but 

kii 
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his  perfon,  his  character,  his  offices,  were  a  prefigura- 
tion  or  Him  who  was  to  come,”  and  to  whom  “  all 
the  prophets  give  witnefs.” 

The  prediction  which  has  been  read,  and  the  point¬ 
ed  application  made  of  it  by  the  apoltles  to  their  di¬ 
vine  Mailer,  conftitute  the  proof  of  what  we  have 
juit  advanced,  Mofes,  under  the  direction  of  the  fpi- 
rit  of  prophecy,  raifes  the  expectation  of  mankind  to 
the  appearance  of  a  prophet,  like,  indeed,  but  far 
lupenor  to  himfelf ;  and  the  apoltles  point  with  the 
finger  to  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  faying,  “  We  have  found 

him  of  whom  Mofes,  in  the  law,  and  the  prophets  did 
write.”  r 

A  limited  creature,  of  threefcore  years  and  ten,  is 
oft  in  the  contemplation  of  a  period  of  fifteen  hundred 
and  eleven  years,  for  fuch  was  the  diltance  of  this 
prophecy  from  its  accompliffiment.  The  ffiort-lived 
creature  lofes  fight  of  it,  feels  his  intereft  in  it  but 
fma.ll,  is  at  little  pains  to  tranfmit  the  knowledge  of  it 
tp  thofe  who  fhall  come  after  him  ;  the  next  genera¬ 
tion  it  is  negledted,  overlooked,  forgotten  ;  or,  if  ob- 
ferved  and  recolleCted,  is  mifunderftood,  mifapplied. 
But  during  every  inftant  of  the  extended  period,  the 
eternal  eye  has  been  watching  over  it  $  in  folemn  fi- 
lence  attending  its  progrefs,  triumphing  over  both  neg- 
leCt  and  oppofition  ;  and  a  numbering  world  is  roll¬ 
ed  at  length  to  fee  and  to  acknowledge  the  truth  and 
faithfulnefs,  the  power,  wifdom  and  grace  of  the  Moft 
High. 


The  day  of  Mofes,  then,  in  the  eye  of  God,  runs 
down  to  that  of  Chrifl ;  as  his,  in  return,  afcends  to 
the  earliell  of  the  promifes  and  predictions,  illuminat- 
ing,  quickening,  confirming,  fulfilling  all  that  is  writ¬ 
ten.  Placed  at  whatever  point  of  the  fyllem  of  nature, 
whether  on  our  own  planet  or  on  any  other,  to  the 
north,  or  to  the  fouth,  in  fummer  or  winter,  the  eye 
is  (till  attracted  to  the  common  centre  of  all,  the  great 
i('  Light  of  the  world.”  In  like  manner,  at  whatever 
diftance  we  are  placed,  and  in  whatever  direction  we 

contemplate 
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contemplate  the  fyftem  which  redeeming  love  has 
framed,  from  under  the  fhade  of  the  tree  of  life  in 
Eden,  from  the  fummit  of  Ararat,  Moriah,  or  Pifgah, 
in  the  plain  of  Mamre,  or  from  a  pinnacle  of  the  tem¬ 
ple  ;  with  Abraham,  viewing  the  Saviour  and  his  day 
afar  off,  or  with  Simeon  embracing  him,  the  fame 
cc  Sun  of  righteoufnefs”  Iheds  his  glory  around  us ; 
we  fee  the  light,  we  feel  the  influence  of  him  who 
quickeneth  and  enlighteneth  every  man  that  cometh 
into  the  world. 

As  we  find  Mofes  plainly  and  unequivocally  refer- 
Ting  men  to  Chrilt,  fo  the  Saviour  as  explicitly  refers 
to  Mofes  for  a  teftimony  concerning  himfelf )  thereby 
plainly  infinuating,  that  if  the  Jewifh  prophet  deferred 
any  credit,  poffelfed  any  refpe&ability,  this  credit, 
this  refpeftability  were  miniftring  fervants  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  his  own  perfon,  the  facrednefs  of  his  chara&er, 
the  divinity  of  his  million.  And  this  is  accompanied 
with  a  fevere  denunciation  of  judgment  again!!  fuch 
as  admitted  the  authority  of  Mofes,  but  reje&ed  that 
of  Chrift  ;  to  introduce,  recommend  and  confirm 
which  was  the  end  for  which  Mofes  was  raifed  up. 
“  Do  not  think  I  will  accufe  you  to  the  Father : 
there  is  one  that  accufeth  you,  even  Mofes,  in  whom 
ye  trull.  For  had  ye  believed  Mofes,  ye  would  have 
believed  me  ;  for  he  wrote  of  me.  But  if  ye  believe 
not  his  writings,  how  lhall  ye  believe  my  words  ?” 

This  reciprocal  teftimony,  therefore,  of  the  found¬ 
ers  of  the  ancient  and  new  economy,  throws  light  on 
both,  and  communicates  mutual  credibility  and  im¬ 
portance.  Mofes  fatisfies  himfelf  with  fimply  deliver¬ 
ing  the  prediftion  which  he  had  in  charge ;  he  forms 
no  plan,  enters  into  no  arrangement  to  bring  it  into 
effe£t,  but  leaves  to  Providence  the  care  of  leading 
forward  to  the  accomplilhment,  in  the  proper  time 
and  method.  Chrift  fimply  points  to  what  was  writ¬ 
ten,  and  was  generally  known,  received  and  refpefted 
as  a  revelation  from  heaven,  and  requires  to  be  be¬ 
lieved  and  obeyed  no  farther  than  he  bore  the  charac¬ 
ters 
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ters  under  which  Mofes  had  announced  him  ;  partic¬ 
ularly  that  of  “  the  great  Prophet  which  fhould  come 
into  the  world.” 

—The  proper  character  of  a  prophet  is  to  commu¬ 
nicate  the  fpecial  will  of  Heaven  to  men.  God,  in¬ 
deed,  writes  his  will  on  the  mind  of  every  man,  as  he 
comes  into  the  world  ;  interweaves  it  with  the  very  con- 
fiitution  and  frame  of  his  being,  fo  that,  in  truth,  ev¬ 
ery  man  is  a  law,  is  a  prophet  to  himfelf.  But  the 
characters  are  quickly  erafed,  effaced  ;  education,  ex¬ 
ample,  fuperftition,  vicious  propenfities,  obliterate  the 
writing  of  God  habit  and  the  commerce  of  the 
world  harden  the  heart,  and  lull  the  confcience  afleep, 
and  “  the  hearts  of  men  are  let  in  them  to  do  evil/* 
Hence  the  neceffity.  of  a  prophet,  of  a  meffenger,  of  a 
minifter  from  heaven,  to  republifh  the  original  law, 
to  reftore  the  obliterated  characters,  to  call  men  back 
to  God,  from  whom  they  have  revolted. 

And  fuch  an  one  was  Mofes  ;  raifed  up  of  God  at 
a  period  of  fmgular  darknefs  and  depravity,  divinely 
commiffioned  to  promulgate  the  royal  law.  Not  to 
fettle  a  different,  a  novel  conftitution,  not  to  new- 
model  human  nature,  but  to  revive  and  enforce  the 
primitive  conftitution,  to  proclaim  in  the  ear  what 
nature  whifpered  from  the  beginning,  to  hang  up  the 
confpicuous  tablet  before  the  eye,  whofe  contents  are 
the  exaft  counterpart  of  what  the  finger  of  God,  in 
the  very  formation  of  man,  engraved  on  46  the  living 
tables  of  the  heart.”  And  when  Chrift  came,  the 
Prophet  after  his  fimilitude,  was  it  not  in  like  manner 
to  rebuild  what  was  broken  down,  not  to  rear  a  total¬ 
ly  different  edifice  ?  to  magnify  the  law  and  make  it 
honourable,  to  clear  it  from  mifinterpretation  and 
perverfion,  to  reftore  it  to  its  native  purity  and  fimplic- 
ity,  and  to  extract  the  fpirit  out  of  the  letter  ? 
“  Think  not,”  fays  he,  “  that  I  am  come  to  deftrcy 
the  law  or  the  prophets :  I  ain  not  come  to  deftroy, 
but  to  fulfil.  For  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  Till  heaven 
and  earth  pafs,  one  jot  or  one  tittle  fhall  in  no  wile 
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pafs  from  the  law,  till  all  be  fulfilled. ”  *  This  confirms 
the  obfervation  we  have  been  all  along  endeavouring 
to  inculcate  refpe&ing  the  uniformity  and  perfeverance 
of  the  divine  procedure.  Men  dart  from  purpofe  to 
purpofe,  from  purfuit  to  purfuit ;  they  lofe  fight,  they 
tire  of  their  object;  they  wafte  their  drength,  they 
are  difcouraged  by  oppofition,  they  began  to  build  be¬ 
fore  they  counted  the  cod.  But  “  known  to  God  are 
all  his  works  from  the  beginning.,,  He  forms  his 
plan,  and  undeviatingly  purfues  it.  “  I  am  the  Lord, 
I  change  not.”  He  lays  his  foundation,  and  it  dand- 
eth  fure,  and  the  building  rifes  ;  cc  he  willeth  and 
none  can  let  it.”  “  God  made  man  upright ;”  and 
to  maintain  or  reftore  that  uprightnefs  is  his  great  aim 
and  end,  under  every  difpenfation  of  his  providence, 
under  the  law  and  the  gofpel,  by  Mofes  and  by 
Chrid. 

— A  prophet  mud  have  the  neceflary  qualifications 
for  his  office,  mud  be  indrufted  in  the  mind  of  God, 
be  filled  with  zeal  for  his  glory,  be  animated  with  ar¬ 
dent  love  to  mankind,  be  fortified  againd  the  affaults 
and  oppofition  of  ignorance,  and  prejudice,  and  envy. 
And  fuch  an  one  was  Mofes,  64  whom  the  Lord  knew 
face  to  face,”  with  whom  he  converfed  as  a  man  with  his 
friend  ;  his  zeal  was  inextinguiffiable  ;  for  the  good 
of  Ifrael  he  was  ready  to  make  the  facrifice  of  felf ; 
his  meeknefs  was  unruffled,  his  patience  not  to  be 
fubdued,  his  perfeverance  indefatigable,  his  refolution 
undaunted.  How  much  more  eminently  confpicuous 
were  thefe  characters  of  a  prophet,  in  the  great  “  Au¬ 
thor  and  Finifher  of  the  chridian  faith  ?”  The  only 
begotten  Son  who  is  “  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father,  he 
hath  declared  him  “  the  zeal  of  thine  houfe  hath 
eaten  me  up.”  “  I  came  not  to  do  mine  own  will, 
but  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me.”  “  The  cup  which 
my  Father  giveth  me,  fhall  I  not  drink  it  ?”  “  This  is 
my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed.”f 
Yon.  M  Mofe$ 

*  Matt.  v.  17,  18.  f  Matt.  iii.  17. 
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Mofes  converfed  forty  days  with  God,  in  the  mount ; 
but  thus  faith  uncreated  Wifdom,  cc  The  Lord  polfeff- 
ed  me  in  the  beginning  of  his  way,  before  his  works 
of  old,  I  was  fet  up  from  everlafting,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  or  ever  the  earth  was  ;”  “  before  Abraham  was, 
I  am  ”  cc  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the 
Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God*  The 
fame  was  in  the  beginning  with  God*  All  things 
were  made  by  him  $  and  without  him  was  not  any 
thing  made  that  was  made.  In  him  was  life,  and  the 
life  was  the  light  of  men.”  * 

The  fpirit  of  Mofes  was  fometimes  ftirred  within 
him  ;  he  dalhed  the  tables  of  the  law  to  the  ground, 

he  fpake  unadvifedly  with  his  lips he  incurred 
the  difpleafure  of  his  heavenly  Father,  he  drew  down 
a  fentence  of  juft  condemnation  upon  his  head ;  but 
the  fpirit  of  the  chriflian  Leader  was  in  no  one  inftance 
difcompofed*  “  He  did  no  fin,  neither  was  guile 
found  in  his  lips.”  He  fuffered  indeed  and  died,  but 
it  was  without  a  crime,  u  the  juft  for  the  unjult,  that 
he  might  bring  us  unto  God.”  Mofes  exprelfed  a 
willhmnefs  to  be  blotted  out  of  God’s  book,  to  be  de- 
prived  of  his  perfonal  right  as  a  fon  of  Ifrael,  provided 
Ifrael  might  receive  the  remiflion  of  fin,  have  their 
rights  preferved,  and  the  covenant  of  promife  be  con¬ 
firmed.  But  Chrifl  became  “  a  curfe  for  us,”  was 
“  hanged  on  a  tree,”  was  66  cut  off  from  the  land  of 
the  living,”  became  6Ca  propitiation  for  fin,”  bare 
our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,”  6C  became  fin 
for  us,  though  he  knew  no  fin,  that  we  might  be 
made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him.” 

— A  prophet  muft  exhibit  the  figns  of  his  million. 
Men  will  not  believe  him  on  his  own  report,  will  fuf- 
p eft  him  of  attention  to  his  own  fame,  or  intereft, 
or  authority.  To  prove  therefore  that  he  came  from 
God,  that  he  fpeaks  in  his  name,  that  he  is  veiled  with 
his  authority,  he  muft  do  the  works  of  God^  And 
thus  was  Mofes  commi  (Honed  and  permitted  to  prove 

his 

*  John  i.  1  4. 
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his  million.  By  fign  upon  fign  he  demonftrated  that 
the  Lord  had  appeared  unto  him,  and  fpake  by  him  : 
earth  and  water  and  air  bore  their  united  teftimony  to 
his  divine  legation  ;  and  the  moft  enlightened  nation 
of  the  globe  was  made  to  feel  his  afeendant  by  argu¬ 
ments  addrelfed  at  once  to  the  feni'es  and  the  under- 
ftanding.  Is  it  needful  to  fay  that  the  great  Prophet, 
“  Apoltle  and  High-Prieft  of  our  profellion,”  by  fi ra¬ 
dar  means,  by  more  irreliftible  evidence,  evinced  that 
he  was  “  a  teacher  fent  from  God  ?”  I  ffiall  fay  noth¬ 
ing  refpedting  the  greater  number,  variety  and  notori¬ 
ety  of  Chrift’s  miracles  ;  though  every  one  of  thefe 
circumftances  furnilhes  ample  matter  of  difeuffion  ;  I 
fatisfy  rnyfelf  at  prefent  with  mentioning  two  particu¬ 
lars  which  ftrikingly  eftablilh  ChrilPs  prophetic  char¬ 
acter,  and  give  it  a  clear  and  decided  fuperiority  to  that 
of  Mofes.  The  latter  aCted  by  a  delegated  authority, 
according  to  a  preferibed  form  ;  he  alfumed  nothing 
to  himfelf,  but  was  checked,  reproved,  condemned^, 
the  moment  he  prefumed  to  arrogate  independence,  to 
fpeak  or  act  for  himfelf.  But  Jefus  Chrift  wrought 
miracles  in  his  own  name,  by  his  own  power,  as  the 
Lord  of  nature,  as  polfelfed  of  independent  fovereign- 
ty.  Again,  the  figns  which  Mofes  exhibited  were  of 
i  mixed  nature,  they  declared  both  the  mercy  and 
judgment  of  God,  they  poured  down  hail,  and  tem¬ 
ped,  and  peftilence  on  Egypt,  as  well  as  dropped  man- 
aa  on  the  tents  of  Ifrael ;  whereas  the  figns  which 
Jefus  adduced  in  fupport  of  his  miffion  were  all  mira- 
:les  of  mercy  ;  the  powers  of  hell  alone  felt  the  rod 
>f  his  anger ;  and  the  miracles  by  which  he  confirm- 

:d  his  doctrine  breathed  its  meeknefs  and  gentlenefs 
ind  charity. 

Of  the  things  which  have  been  fpoken  this  is  the 
um :  we  have  fuch  an  High-Prieft,  who  is  fet  on  the 
ight  hand  of  the  throne  of  the  Majefty  in  the  heiv- 
ns.  A  minifter  of  the  fanctuary,  and  of  the  true  tab- 
made  which  the  Lord  pitched,  and  not  man.”* 

^  ®  “  Holy 
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“  Holy  brethren,  partakers  of  the  heavenly  calling, 
confider  the  Apoftle  and  High-Priell  of  our  profeffion, 
Chrift  Jefus ;  who  was  faithful  to  him  that  appointed 
him,  as  alfo  Mofes  was  faithful  in  all  his  houfe.  For 
this  man  was  counted  worthy  of  more  glory  than  Mo¬ 
fes,  inafmuch  as  he  who  hath  builded  the  houfe 
hath  more  honour  than  the  houfe.  For  every  houfe 
is  builded  by  fome  man  ;  but  he  that  built  all  things 
is  God.  And  Mofes  verily  was  faithful  in  ah  his 
houfe  as  a  fervant,  for  a  teftimony  of  thofe  things 
which  were  to  be  fpoken  after ;  but  Chrift  as  a  fon 
over  his  own  houfe  s  whofe  houfe  are  we,  if  we  hold 
fafl  the  confidence  and  the  rejoicing  of  the  hope  firm 
unto  the  end.”*  “  We  ought  to  give  the  more  ear- 
neft  heed  to  the  things  which  we  have  heard,  left  at 
any  time  we  fhould  let  them  flip.  For  it  the  word 
fpoken  by  angels  was  itedfaft,  and  every  tranfgreffion 
and  difobedience  received  a  juft  recompenfe  of  re¬ 
ward  ;  how  fhall  we  efcape  if  we  neglect  fo  great  fal- 
vation,  which  at  firft  began  to  be  fpoken  by  the  Lord, 
and  was  confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that  heard  him  y 
God  alfo  bearing  them  witnefs,  both  with  figns  and 
wonders,  and  with  divers  miracles,  and  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  according  to  his  own  will  ?”f  “  He  that 
defpifed  Mofes’s  law,  died  without  mercy,  under  two 
or  three  witneffes  •  of  how  much  forer  punilhment, 
fuppofe  ye,  fhall  he  be  thought  worthy,  who  hath 
trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath  count¬ 
ed  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  wherewith  he  was  fanc- 
tified,  an  unholy  thing,  and  hath  done  defpite  unto 

the  Spirit  of  grace  ?”J 

Flaving  now,  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  exercnes, 
through  a  feries  of  years,  endeavoured  to  trace  the 
hifiory  of  mankind,  in  a  feries  of  characters,  from 
Adam  to  Mofes,  copied  from  the  original  portraits 
which  the  pencil  of  infpiration  has  itfelf  vouchfafed 

to  delineate  ;  the  whole  in  general,  and  every  one  in 

particular, 

.  *  Heb.  iii.  I — -6.  1*  Heb.  ii.  f  4* 
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particular,  referring  themfelves  to  one  great  Origi¬ 
nal,  from  whom  their  meaning,  ufe  and  importance 
are  derived,— I  haflen  to  conclude  my  plan,  by  turning 
over  to  the  gofpel  hiftory,  which  exhibits  that  fame 
Mofes,  whom  we  faw  expire  on  Mount  Nebo,  and 
«  buried  in  a  valley  in  the  land  of  Moab,  over  againfl 
Beth-peor whofe  dying  benediction  yet  trembles 
on  our  ear,  and  whofe  funeral  elogy  we  attempted  to 
fmg,  alive  again  on  Mount  Tabor,  and  giving  perfon- 
al  teftimony  and  homage  to  him  whom  he  prefigured 
and  foretold.  The  hiftory  of  Mofes  is  not  properly 
ended  till  then :  and  in  vanifhing  from  our  fight  on 
the  mount  of  transfiguration,  he  becomes  a  glorious 
harbinger  of  the  “  life  and  immortality  w'hich  are 
brought  to  light  by  the  gofpel.” 


Hiftory  of  Mofes, 
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And  it  came  to  pafs  about  an  eight  days  after  theft?  fayings , 
he  took  Peter ,  and  John ,  and  James ,  ^ d  went  up  into 
a  mountain  to  pray.  And  as  he  prayed,  the  fafhion  of 
his  countenance  was  altered,  and  his  raiment  was  white 
and  gliflering.  And  behold,  there  talked  with  him  two 
men,  which  were  Mofes  and  Elias ,  who  appeared  in 
glory ,  and  fpake  of  his  deceafe,  which  he  Jhould  accom - 
piifh  at  Jerufalem .  But  Peter ,  and  they  that  were 
with  him,  were-  heavy  with  Jleep  :  and  when  they  were 
awake,  they  faw  his  glory,  and  the  two  men  that  flood 
with  him ,  And  it  came  to  pafs,  as  they  departed  from 
him,  Peter  faid  unto  Jefus,  M after,  it  is  good  for  us  to 
be  here  ;  and  let  us  make  three  tabernacles,  one  for  thee, 
and  one  for  Mofes,  and  one  for  Elias  :  not  knowing  what 
he  faid .  While  he  thus  fpake ,  there  came  a  cloud,  and 
overfhadawed  them  :  and  they  feared  as  they  entered 
into  the  cloud .  And  there  came  a  voice  out  of  the  cloud , 

faying.  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  hear  him . 

In  the  narrownefs  of  their  conceptions  and  the  prer 
fumptuoufnefs  of  their  pride,  rrien  are  apt  to  confider 
themfelves  as  the  only,  or,  at  leaft,  the  chief  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  creation  of  God.  A  falfe  patriotifm,  or 
rather  a  fpirit  of  infolence  and  felfifhnefs  has  gone  far¬ 
ther,  has  afcribed  the  confequence  of  a  whole  uni- 

verfe 
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verfe  to  Some  infignificant  little  region  01  diftrid  of 
this  little  globe,  and  has  represented  the  men  who 
breathe  oiAuch  a  fpot,  and  converfe  in  Such  a  Ian- 
tmao-e  as  the  only  perfons  who  are  worthy  of  consid¬ 
eration.  We  refled  not,  what  a  fpeck  our  own  coun¬ 
try  is,  compared  with  the  whole  earth  ;  what  a  point 
the  earth  is,  compared  to  the  vaft  folar  fyltem  ;  and 
how  the  folar  fyftemitfelf  is  loft,  in  the  contemplation 
of  infinite  fpace.  We  refled  not  on  the  myriads  of 
«  juft  men  made  perfed,”  from  the  death  of  “  right¬ 
eous  Abel,”  down  to  the  expiring  faint,  whofe  dilen- 
o-ao'ed  Spirit  is  juft  now  on  the  wing  to  the  bofom  of  his 
God ;  of  thofe  who,  loft  to  us,  yet  live  to  their  Crea¬ 
tor.  We  refled  not  on  the  myriads  of,  probably,  more 
-rlorious  beings,  who  people  the  greater  and  more 
glorious  worlds  which  Surround  ours.  We  reflect 
not  on  the  myriads  of  pure  Spirits  who  never  left  their 
firft  eftate,  that  innumerable  company  of  angels  who 
«  excel  in  ftrength,”  “  the  leaft  of  whom  could  wield 
thefe  elements.” 

Sound  reafon  and  “  the  wifdom  which  is  from 
above”  corred  our  narrownefs  of  thought  and  pride 
of  heart ;  and  teach  us  to  fay,  in  the  words  which  our 
immortal  bard  puts  in  the  mouth  of  Adam  firft  of  men, 
addrefled  to  his  fair  confort — 

_ Nor  think,  tho’  men  were  none, 

That  heaven  would  want  fpedators,  God  want  praife. 
Millions  of  Spiritual  creatures  walk  the  earth, 

Unfeen,  both  when  we  wake  and  when  we  Sleep  ; 

All  thefe  with  ceafelefs  praife  his  works  behold. 

Both  day  and  night.” 

If  our  ears  were  not  dull  and  limited  as  our  Spirits — 

- “  How  often,  from  the  fteep 

Of  echoing  hill  or  thicket  Should  we  hear, 

Celeftial  voices  to  the  midnight  air, 

Sole,  or  refponfive  each  to  other’s  note. 

Singing  their  great  Creator  ?  Oft  in  bands, 
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™Vhey  keep  watch,  or  nightly  rounding  walk, 

t  r 11  ^avenly  touch  of  inftrumental  founds. 

In  lull  harmonic  number  join’d,  their  fongs 

Divide  the  night,  and  lift  our  thoughts  to  heaven.” 

We  foolilhly  imagine  the  world  of  fpirits  to  be  at  a 
vat  dntance,  whereas  in  truth  we  are  upon  its  verv 
confines.  We  confider  its  inhabitants  as  entire  ftran- 
gers  to  us,  whereas  they  are  conftantly  about  our  path 
and  our  bed,  attending  our  going  out  and  coming  in, 
our  ying  down  and  rifing  up.  If  our  eyes  were  not 
we  fhould  even  now  behold  them  joining  in  and 
aihlting  our  praifes,  rejoicing  together,  when^  by  the 
mmiftry  of  the  word  of  divine  grace,  finners  are  con- 
verted,  and  faints  edified*  Little  did  the  three  diici- 
pies  think,  when  they  afcended  Mount  Tabor,  that  they 
were  fo  near  to  an  interview  with  Mofes  and  Elias. 
Mofes,  and  Elias,  and  Thrift,  are  not  far  from  us  ; 

it  is  our  folly  and  infirmity  to  think  ourfelves  far 
from  them. 

When  we  look  back  to.  the  latter  end  of  Mofes,  the 
man  of  God,  we  attend  him  up  to  Mount  Nebo,  and 
behold  him  taking  from  Pifgah  a  laft  look  and  a  laft 
farewel  of  the  glory  of  this  world.  We  fee  his  eyes 
doling  in  peace,  and  breathe  a  figh  over  his  tomb,  and 
bid  him  a  long  farewel,  and  think  we  have  loft  him  for¬ 
ever.  But  it  is  not  an  everlafting  adieu.  On  Tabor 
we  have  found  him  again,  after  a  lapfe  of  fifteen  cen¬ 
turies  ;  we  find  not  only  his  name,  his  memory,  his 
writings,  his  predictions,  his  fpirit,  alive  and  in  force, 
but  his  very  perfon,  ftill  employed  in  miniftring  to  the 
falvation  of  the  Ifrael  of  God  :  and  hence  we  look 
forwards  to  the  lapfe  of  a  few  years  more,  at  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  which  we  hope  to  meet  him  indeed,  not  arm¬ 
ed  with  that  fiery  law  which  condemns  and  confumes, 
but  a  minifter  and  a  fellow-partaker  of  that  grace 
which  redeems  and  faves. 

We  cannot  confider  ourfelves  therefore  as  having 
yet  concluded  the  hiftory  of  Mofes,  while  that  memo¬ 
rable 
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rable  event  of  it,  which  is  the  fybjeft  of  this  evening’s 
reading  remains  unconhdcred  5  and  as  the  evangelic 
page  has  exhibited  him  to  us  alive  from  the  dead  let 
us  devoutly  attend  to  the  reafon  and  end  of  this  glori¬ 
ous  apparition.  It  naturally  iuggelts  to  us  the  follow- 
ing  reflections : 

L  That  Jehovah  is,  with  undeviating,  undiverted,  un¬ 
divided  attention, carrying  on  the  great  plan  of  his  prov¬ 
idence  to  full  maturity  ,  by  every  order  of  beings,  in  every 
poflible  ftate  ;  by  thole  who  cheerfully  enter  into  his 
views,  and  joyfully  fubmit  to  his  will  ;  and  by  thofe 
who  carelefsly  negleCt  or  proudly  oppofe  it.  .  We 
have  feen  him  ferving  himfelf  of  this  Mofes  in  the 
court  of  Pharaoh,  in  the  paftures  of  Midian,  in  the 
wildernefs  of  Sinai  ;  as  a  prophet,  as  a  legiflator,  as 
an  hiftorian.  And,  to  fit  him  for  a  new  field  of  action, 
behold  him  Alining  in  a  new  and  glorious  form,  d  he 
grave  feems  to  have  furrendered  up  its  truft,  heaven 
has  yielded  up  one  of  its  inhabitants,  and  Mofes  is 
now  admitted  into  a  land  from  which  he  was  once 
fliut  out.  In  this  world  wre  have  flill  to  deplore  fac¬ 
ulties  wafting,  impairing,  extinguifhed  ;  ufefulnefs 
interrupted,  cut  off  in  the  midft,  by  the  ftroke  of 
death,  the  earth  impoverifhed  by  the  premature  de¬ 
parture  of  wifdom  and  worth.  Ihe  hiftory  of  man¬ 
kind  exhibits  projects  blafted,  fchemes  abortive,  in- 
ftruments  feeble  and  inadequate,  concufiions  violent, 
revolutions  fudden  and  unexpected ;  but  far  different 
the  view  which  the  fcriptures  reprefent  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God.  In  it,  one  generation  paffeth  not  away 
that  another  may  fucceed,  but  there  is  an  eternal  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  citizens,  eternally  increafing  in  wifdom, 
goodnefs  and  felicity  ;  faculties  ever  improving,  proj¬ 
ects  advancing  in  full  certainty  of  fuccefs,  means  fit¬ 
ted  to  their  end,  and  the  one  great  fcherae  of  the 
Eternal  Mind  proceeding  in  fteady,  uniform  majefty, 
to  its  final  confummation.  Pleafing,  awful  thought  ! 

The  counfel  of  the  Lord  ftandeth  forever,  the 
thoughts  of  his  heart  to  all  generations."  V; 
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.  IL  We  obferVC,  from  this  hiftory,  The  benevolent 
intei  eft  which  celeftial  beings  take  in  the  affairs  of 
men.  1  hey  are  no  unconcerned  fpe&ators  of  what 
pafles  here  below.  They  who  have  been  railed  from 
earth  to  heaven,  have  not  loft  all  recolledion  of  the 
wo;  Id  they  have  left,  nor  dropt  all  concern  about  their 
brethren  in  the  flelh.  Mofes  and  Elias  with  joy  re. 
viht  an  inferior  region,  if  thereby  they  can  be  inftru- 
roental  m  promoting  the  work  of  redemption  ;  and 
exchange,  for  a  feafon,  the  fociety  of  angels,  and  the 
delights  of  the  paradife  of  God,  for  the  company  of 
fimple  fifhermen,  and  a  barren  mountain’s  top,  that 
we  might  have  ftrong  confolation  in  contemplating 
toe  iuflenngs  of  Chrift,”  and  the  glory  that  pre¬ 
ceded  and  followed.  O  what  an  exalted,  what  a  gen¬ 
erous  fpirit  does  true  religion  breathe  and  infpire  !  It 
makes  angels  “  miniftring  fpirits  to  them  who  are 
the  heirs  of  falvation  it  brings  departed  faints 
back  to  earth  again  ;  it  converts  Tabor  into  Heaven, 
and  determines  tne  choice  of  an  apoftle,  when  in  a 
firait  betwixt  two,  and  to  prefer  abiding  in  the  flelh, 
becaufe  more  needful  to  his  fellow-creatures,  to  the 
feififh  joy,  though  far  better,  of  departing  and  being 
with  Chrift.  But  Mofes  and  Elias  and  Paul  were 
themfelves  men,  bone  of  our  bone,  and  flelh  of  our 
flelh,  were  inltrufted  by  fympathy  to  commiferate, 
and  prompted  by  affeftion  to  relieve,  human  wretch, 
ednels.  Behold  an  infinitely  greater  miracle  of  gen- 
erous,  difmterefted  love  ;  “  God  fo  loved  the  world, 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever 
believeth  in  him  Ihould  not  perilh,  but  have  everlaft- 
ing  life.”  *  .  Jefus  “  loved  us,  and  waftied  us  from 
our  fins  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and 
priefts  unto  God  and  his  Father,  to  him  be  glory  and 
dominion  forever  and  ever.  Amen.”f  “  Verily  he 
took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels  ;  but  he  took  on 
him  the  feed  of  Abraham.”. [  “  As  children  are  par¬ 

takers 

*  John  iii.  1 6.  f  Rev.  i.  5,  6. 

J  Heb.  ii,  1 6, 


♦ 


Lect.  XIV.  Hijfory  of  Mofes.  *79 

takers  of  flefh  and  blood,  he  alfo  himfelf  likewife  took 
part  of  the  fame  ;  that  through  death  he  might  de- 
ftroy  him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the 
devil  ;  and  deliver  them  who  through  fear  of  death, 
were  all  their  life-time  fubjeft  to  bondage.”* 

HI,  The  hiftory  before  us  fuggefls,  1  he  fweet  har¬ 
mony,  the  perfect  intelligence  which  fubfift  between 
glorified  fpirits.  Mofes  and  Elias,  as  they  co-operated 
in  the  fame  defign,  though  at  different  periods  upon 
earth,  much  more  concur  in  fentiment,  in  exertion, 
now  they  fee  more  clearly  and  comprehend  more  ful¬ 
ly  the  intentions  of  a  wile  and  gracious  Providence. 
Through  ignorance,  through  pride,  through  jealoufy, 
through  malice,  imperfect  men  on  earth  will  differ, 
will  hate  and  oppofe  each  other  ;  but  in  celeftial  bo- 
foms  the  dark,  malignant,  unfocial  paffions  find  no 
place  :  in  them  there  ever  prevails  unity  of  intelli¬ 
gence,  unity  of  defign,  unity  in  operation,  unity  of  af¬ 
fection,  Prompted  by  the  fame  motive,  aiming  at  the 
lame  end,  Gabriel,  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  holt, 
Mofes  and  Elias— angels  fingle,  and  in  bands,  an¬ 
nounce  to  the  world  the  advent  of  the  Saviour,  cele¬ 
brate  his  birth,  witnels  his  transfiguration,  relieve  his 
agony,  record  his  death,  declare  his  refurreCtion  from 
the  dead,  grace  his  afcent  to  heaven,  proclaim  his  fec- 
ond  coming.  And  O  what  muft  be  that  harmony  and 
joy  !  the  harmony  and  joy  of  heaven,  where  angels 
and  archangels,  the  cherubim  and  the  feraphim, 
patriarchs,  prophets,  and  apoftles,  and  the  whole 
multitude  of  the  redeemed,  animated  by  one  fpirit, 
adore  the  fame  objeCt,  rejoice  in  the  fame  grace  where¬ 
in  they  Hand,  and  join  in  the  fame  triumphant  fong! 

ConneCt  with  this,  the  idea  of  the  quick  and  perfect 
intelligence  which  fubfifts  between  the  children  of 
this  kingdom.  The  happinefs  of  heaven  is  a  focial, 
not  a  folitary  joy.  But  how  can  the  poverty  of  our 
imagination,  the  coldnefs  of  our  affe&ions,  conceive 
the  intimacy  of  intercourfe,  the  promptness  of  com¬ 
munication, 

*  Heb.  ii.  14,  15. 
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munication,  the  fympathy  of  feeling,  in  pure  fpirits 

dS fd  iTedr t0  loIe’  and  free  from  ad  defire  or 
defign  to  difguife,  to  deceive,  to  conceal ! 

“  Where  friendlhip  full  exerts  her  fofteft  pow’r, 

1  eirecc  efreem  enliven’d  by  defire 
Ineffable,  and  fympathy  of  foul. 

Thought  meeting  thought,  and  will  preventing  will, 
With  boundlefs  confidence.”—  6 

Thomson. 

With  what  promptitude  and  intelligence  celeftial 
beings  convene,  fay,  ye  gentle  fpirits,  who  know  what 
-t  is  to  foothe  and  relieve  the  lazy  lingering  hours  of 
abience  by  the  faendly  aid  of  letters  ;  ye,  thorn  the 
rnui  mui  of a  figh,  or  the  tone  of  a  fingle  word  canin- 
Itantly  lnftrua  5  ye,  whofe  hearts  the  prefTure  of  a 
iUger  can  awake  to  rapture  ;  ye,  whofe  kindred,  con- 
gemm  fouls  the  flighted  glance  of  the  impaflioned  eye 
can,  in  a  moment,  quick  as  the  lightning’s  flafh,  pen- 
etrate,  kindle,  inform,  affimilate  ; — • 


6C 


-Ye  whom  the  hidden  tear 


Surpiifes  often  when  you  look  around. 

And  nothing  ftrikes  your  eye  but  fights  of  blifs.” 

Thomson. 


But  the  pureft  human  affection  is  ever  dafhed  with 
doubt,  with  apprehenfion,  with  fufpicion ;  its  com¬ 
munications  are  liable  to  be  retarded  by  dulnefs,  pre¬ 
vented  by  accident,  or  checked  and  blafted  by  a  ma¬ 
lignant  eye,  and  therefore  can  at  belt  convey  but  an 
imperfedt  idea  of  that  “  perfect  love  which  cafteth  out 
fear,”  of  that  divine  fympathy  which  fpeeds  the  holy 
mtercourfe  from  foul  to  foul,  of  that  mutual  under- 

handing  which  needs  not  the  medium  of  fenfe  to  con¬ 
vey  it. — 

J 

.  *  hough  we  cannot  conceive,  much  lefs  defcribe, 

m  what  manner  angels  and  faints  in  blifs  converfe 


one 
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one  with  another,  yet  from  the  text  we  know,  what 
is  the  one,  r reat ,  darling  theme  of  their  convention. 
Mofes  and  Elias  defcend  from  their  heavenly  thrones, 
from  before  the  fountain  of  light  and  life,  appear  in 
glory  revifit  the  earth,  aflociate  with  men,  to  do  hom¬ 
age  at  the  feet  of  Jefus,  and  to  “  fpeak  of  his  deceafe 
which  he  fliould  accomplilh  at  Jerulalem.”  lhis 
leads  to  a 

IVthj  and  the  mo(t  important  remark  on  tins  panage 
of  our  Saviour's  hiftory,  in  connexion  with  that  oi 
Mofes,  namely,  That  under  every  difpenfation,  before 
the  giving  of  the  law,  and  under  its  reign,  when  it  was 
reftored,  and  after  it  is  aboliflied  ;  to  righteous  men 
on  earth,  to  juft  men  made  perfeft,  to  the  angels  or 
God  ;  in  the  eye  of  God  himfelf, — -there  is  one  object 
of  peculiar  magnitude  and  importance,  which  is  be¬ 
fore  all,  above  all,  runs  through  all,  and  in  which  all 
{hall  finally  terminate-  It  is  furely  not  without  a 
meaning,  that  the  promifes,  the  predictions,  from  firft 
to  laft,  point  out  a  Saviour  that  fliould  fuller  and  die  ; 
that  all  the  types,  fervices,  facrifices  of  the  law  fliould 
reprefent  a  falvation  that  was  to  be  wrought  out,  to  be 
purchafed  with  blood  ;  that  the  whole  do&rine  of  the 
gofpel  fliould  be  compreffed  into  one  point,  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Crofs  ;  that  the  throne  of  God  eternal  in 
the  heavens  fliould  exhibit  at  its  right  hand,  and  in  the 
midft  of  it,  “  a  Lamb  as  it  had  been  flain  that  the 
fong  of  the  redeemed  fliould  celebrate  Him  who  loved 
the  ions  of  men,  and  cc  wafhed  them  from  their  fins 
in  his  blood!"  O  the  infatuation  of  a  carelefs,  unbe¬ 
lieving  world  !  That  fubjeft  which  the  ranfomed  of 
the  Lord  dwell  upon  with  ever  new  and  increasing 
delight  ;  that  great  “  myftery  of  godlinefs,"  which 
66  angels  defire  to  look  into  that  objeft:  which  the 
great  God  has  marked  with  Special  precifion  as  his 
own  ;  the  wonder  of  heaven,  the  joy  of  the  earth,  the 
theme  of  eternity,  was  to  the  Jews  a  ftumbling- 
block,  and  to  the  Greeks  fooliflmefs  is  to  afaithlefs 
and  perverfe  generation  a  thing  of  nought,  the  fong  of 
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the  drunkard,  the  jell  of  fools  !  If  that  blood  has  fall¬ 
en  and  lies  with  Inch  opprefiive  Weight,  both  as  a  tem¬ 
poral  and  a  fpiritual  curfe  on  thofe  who  rafhly  impre¬ 
cated  it  on  themfelves  and  their  children,  and  then 
impioufiy  and  remorfelefsly  fired  it ;  “  of  how  much 
forer  punilhment,  fuppofe  ye,  fhall  he  be  thought 
worthy,  who  hath  trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God, 
and  hath  counted  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  where¬ 
with  he  was  fan&ified,  an  unholy  thing,  and  hath  done 
delpite  unto  the  Spirit  of  grace  ?”  *  May  that  blood  be 
upon  us,  anu  upon  our  children,  to  cleanfe,  not  to 
condemn,  to  exalt,  not  to  overwhelm  us,  and  be  it 
our  determinate  refolution,  through  the  grace  that  is 
in  Chrift,  to  know  nothing  in  comparifon  of  Chrifi: 

Jefm,  and  him  crucified,  “  and  to  glory  in  nothin^' 
but  his  crofs.”  6 

V.  Obferve,  The  fuperiority  afcribed,  by  a  voice 
from  the  molt  excellent  glory,  to  Chrifi;  the  Lord, 
fwallowing  up  and  eclipfing  all  created  excellency  and 
perfe&ion.  “  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  hear  him,”f 
proclaims  the  voice,  and  inftantly  Mofes  and  Elias 
difappear,  that  Jefus  may  be  all  in  all.  They  have 
brought  their  glory  and  honour  and  laid  it  at  his  feet ; 
they  have  pointed  out  to  mankind  in  whofe  light  they 
Ihine,  in  what  confifts  their  chief  eminence  and  dif- 
tin&ion.  They  in  effeft  fay  the  fame  thing  with  John 
Baptift ;  “  He  that  cometh  after  me  is  preferred  before 
me,  whofe  flioes  Iatchet  I  am  not  worthy  to  tinloofe/’f 
Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fin 
of  the  world.  ”§  They  forbid  us  to  look  toward 
them,  or  to  truft  in  them  for  falvation.  Having  given 
this  teftimony  to  their  Lord  and  ours,  they  retire  to 
that  world  of  blifs  into  which  they  found  admiflion 
through  that  blood  which  cleanfeth  from  all  fin, 
through  that  deceafe  which  Chrifi;  was  ready  “  to  ac- 
complifh  at  Jerufalein.”  Let  us  joyfully  bend  the 
knee  to  Him,  who,  “  for  the  buffering  of  death,  is 

crowned 

Heo.  x.  29.  -j-  Luke  ix.  37.  J  John  i.  27. 
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crowned  with  glory  and  honour,  and  has  obtained  a 
name  that  is  above  every  name  whom  Mofes  and 
Elias  acknowledge  as  their  greater  ;  whom  all  the  an¬ 
gels  of  God  are  commanded  to  worfhip,  as  “  the  im¬ 
age  of  the  invifible  God,  the  firft  born  of  every  crea¬ 
ture,”  “  by  whom  were  created  all  things  that  are  in 
heaven,  and  that  are  in  earth,  vifible  and  inviiible, 
whether  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  principal¬ 
ities,  or  powers ;  all  things  were  created  by  him,  and 
for  him.”* 

Finally,  The  pafiage  exhibits  to  our  wondering  eyes  a 
glimpfe  of  that  glory  which  all  the  faithful  lhaii  dual¬ 
ly  attain  ;  in  the  perfon  of  one  who  had  never  tafted 
death  ;  whofe  body,  by  a  miracle  of  almighty  power, 
was  fitted  for  heaven  and  immortality  without  feeing 
corruption  in  the  grave  ;  and  of  one,  who,  as  we  mull, 
died  and  was  buried,  and  by  a  fimilar  miracle,  was  ei¬ 
ther  ranfomed  from  the  power  of  the  grave,  or  whofe 
glorified  fpirit  was  fitted  with  a  temporary  vehicle  of 
tranfparent  flefli  for  the  prefent  grand  occafion  ;  but 
above  all,  in  the  perfon  of  the  greateft  of  the  three, 
who  was  pleafed  to  clothe  humanity,  which  had  not 
yet,  but  foon  was  to  fufFer  death,  with  a  tranfitory 
glory,  the  forerunner  of  that  which  fliould  quickly  fol¬ 
low,  and  do  away  all  the  ignominy  of  the  tomb,  and 
become  the  fure  pledge  of  that  glory  with  which  he 
fliall  invert  all  them  that  believe,  after  “  the  fafhion  of 
his  own  glorious  body.”  ’While  we  contemplate 
Mount  Tabor,  the  immortal  fpirit  looks  through  the 
frail  tottering  fabric  of  flefh  and  blood,  in  which  it  is 
inclofed  ;  and  W'hile,  from  its  prefent  connexion,  it 
furveys  with  concern  the  inroads  of  difeafe,  the  waftes 
of  time,  the  approaches  of  diffolution  ;  from  the  vif- 
ions  of  God,  from  the  power  of  free  fovereign  grace, 
from  the  prefent  attainments  of  the  faithful,  beholds 
with  rapture  the  fplendour  of  that  vehicle  in  which  it 
fhall  afeend  “  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,”  when 
“  mortality  fliall  be  fwallowed  up  of  life  ;”  when  it 

fliall 
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fhall  be  united  to  a  body  infufceptible  of  pain,  unde- 
preffed  by  its  own  gravity,  unfettered  by  the  laws  of 
dull  matter,  uncondemned  to  mortality.  Glorious 
and  blcffed  day,  when  the  meaneft  of  the  faints  fhall 
refemble  Mofes,  not  in  that  green  and  lively  old  age 
which  experienced  not  dimnefs  of  eyes,  nor  abatement 
of  natural  vigour,  but  in  that  renovated  youth,  that 
unfading  beauty,  that  impaftive  ftrength,  that  immor¬ 
tal  luftre,  wherein  on  the  mount  of  the  Lord  he  was 
feen  ;  and  fhall  refemble  Elias,  not  by  mounting  with 
the  help  of  a  chariot  of  fire  and  horfes  of  fire  into  heav¬ 
en,  but  with  native  force,  immediately  derived  from 
the  great  Source  of  life  and  motion,  fhall  fpontaneouf- 
ly  afcend  up  to  his  native  feat ;  fhall  refemble  Chrift, 
his  divine  head,  not  in  that  finlefs  infirmity  to  which 
he  voluntarily  fubmitted  in  the  days  of  his  flefh,  but 
in  that  glory  which  he  had  with  the  Father  before  the 
world  was,  and  which  for  a  moment  burft  forth  on 
the  mount  of  transfiguration,  when  u  his  face  did 
fhine  as  the  fun,  and  his  raiment  was  white  as  the 
light.”  Glorious  and  bleffed  gofpel !  v/hich  firft 
taught  the  refurreftion  from  the  dead,  which  has 
“  abolifhed  death,  and  brought  life  and  immortality 
to  light whofe  <c  exceeding  great  and  precious 
promifes”  make  men  “  partakers  of  a  divine  nature 
whofe  hallowed  page  reprefents  faints  and  angels 
quitting  their  heavenly  abode  to  minifter  to  the  necefli- 
ties  of  wretched  mortals ;  and  wretched  mortals  rif- 
ing  to  the  everlafting  poffeftion  of  heavenly  thrones. 
«  O  death,  where  is  thy  fling  ?  O  grave,  where  is 
thy  victory  ?”  “  Thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us 
the  victory,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.”* 

But  now  the  curtain  is  dropt,  Mofes  and  Elias 
have  refumed  their  places  in  heaven,  and  the  glory  of 
Tabor  is  no  more.  Yet,  though  unfeen,  they  ceafe 
not  to  inftrufl:  us.  Though  withdrawn,  they  are  in 
the  midft  of  us  ftill ;  the  diftinftion  of  part  and  fu¬ 
ture  they  feel  no  longer,  and  reparation  by  fpace  can- 
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not  keep  celeftial  beings  afunder.  Providence  brought 
together  into  one  place  the  giver  and  reftorer  of  the 
law  ;  and  the  firft  harbingers  of  the  gofpel  blending 
earth  and  heaven  together  in  homage  to  the  Son  of 
God,  And  all  diftance  between  them  too  is  now  for¬ 
ever  done  away.  Remote  as  we  are,  we  behold  them 
together  in  a  ftate  of  glorious  perfe&ion,  but  permit¬ 
ted  to  converfe  with  us  no  more.  But  He  is  with  us 
ftill,  their  Lord  and  ours ;  his  voice  we  can  hill  hear, 
after  they  are  filenced,  and  Him  we  are  commanded 
to  hear.  “  Jefus  Chrift,  the  fame  yefterday,  and  to 
day,  and  forever  “  To  Him  all  the  prophets  give 
witnels/’  and  he  is  66  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteouf- 
nefs  to  every  one  that  believeth.” 

And  thus  have  we  finiffied  our  propofed  delineation 
of  the  lives  of  the  patriarchs,  from  Adam,  the  father 
of  the  human  race,  down  to  Mofes,  the  great  legiflator 
and  prophet  of  the  Hebrew  nation  ;  with  the  interme¬ 
diate  illultrious  perfonages,  whom  the  Spirit  of  God 
has  prelerved  from  oblivion,  for  our  information  and 
ufe  ;  whom  Providence  raifed  up  in  the  earlier  ages  of 
the  world,  to  occupy  diftinguiffied  ftations,  and  to  ac- 
complifh  important  defigns  ;  who,  by  their  refpeftive 
characters,  offices  and  declarations,  predi&ed  or  pre¬ 
figured  the  Meffiah  ;  who  edified  the  world,  while 
they  lived,  by  their  doftrine  and  example ;  and  who, 
being  dead,  continue  living  monitors  and  inftruftors 
of  mankind. 

While  we  contemplate  the  progrefs  of  thefe  vene¬ 
rable  figures  along  the  plain  of  exiftence,  we  feel  our- 
felves  in  motion,  we  are  hurrying  down  the  ftream, 
we  begin  to  mingle  with  the  aflembly  of  the  departed, 
we  leave  our  place  among  men  empty.  Of  thofe 
who  entered  with  us  on  this  career  of  meditation, 

fome  are  not their  courfe  is  finiffied,  they  have 
fulfilled  their  day,  they  are  gone  to  join  the  men  who 
lived  beyond  the  flood.  The  cold  hand  of  death  has 
frozen  up  fome  of  the  ftreams  of  friendffiip  ;  the  con¬ 
gelation  is  gaining  upon  our  own  vital  powers,  and 
Vol.  V*  ]ST  marking 


1 

1 


SI 


I 


1 


|  |  flM!  I 


i  j. 

i>  j 


1 


1 86  Hi/lory  of  Mofes ♦  Lect.  XIV, 

marking  us  for  the  tomb,  where  the  endearments  of 
fociaj  affection,  and  the  meltings  of  fympathy,  and 
the  glow  of  love,  are  felt  no  more.  But  “  we  forrow 
not”  over  departed  worth  “  as  thofe  who  have  no 
hope.”  God,  and  angels,  and  cc  the  fpirits  of  juft 
men  made  perfeft,”  have  gained  what  the  world  has 
loft  :  they  move  in  a  higher  fphere ;  they  perceive 
with  purer  intelligence,  aflt  with  fuperior  energy,  en¬ 
joy  with  more  exalted  capacity  ;  they  die  no  more, 
they  are  as  the  angels  of  God  in  heaven :  and  Prov¬ 
idence  charges  itfelf  with  the  care  of  the  forfaken,  the 
helplefs  and  the  forlorn  whom  they  have  left  behind. 
And  we  look  forward  together  to  that  day,  when  we 
{hall  join  Mofes  and  Elias,  Peter  and  James  and  John,- 
and  all  who  have  died  before  us,  or  {hall  die  after  us 
in  the  Lord,  not  in  the  glory  of  Tabor,  which  was  to 
pafs  away,  but  of  Mount  Zion  which  is  above,  and 
which  endureth  to  endlefs  ages— when  we  {hall  come 
together  “  unto  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heav¬ 
enly  Jerufalem,  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of 
angels,  to  the  general  affembly  and  church  of  the  firft* 
born  ■which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God,  the 
Judge  of  all,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  per¬ 
fect,  and  to  Jefus,  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant, 
and  to  the  blood  of  fprinlding,  that  fpeaketh  better 
things  than  that  of  Abel,”*  and  dwell  in  a  tabernacle 
not  ere&ed  by  the  hands  of  man,  the  habitation  of  an 
hour,  but  in  “  a  building  of  God,  an  houfe  not  made 
with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.” 

Be  ye  therefore  “  followers  of  them  who  through 
faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promifes.”  Purchafe 
for  yourfelves  a  deathlefs  name  among  the  “  ranfom-' 
ed  of  the  Lord.”  Confider  yourfelves  as  encompafl- 
ed,  obferved,  tenderly  regarded  by  thofe  to  whom  you 
were  dear  while  they  tabernacled  among  men,  and 
who  now  love  you  with  the  ardour  of  immortals. 
Add  to  the  confolation  which  they  enjoy,  that  of 
marking  your  progrefs  in  wifdom,  your  growth  in 

grace; 
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grace.  Cultivate  acquaintance  with  the  language  you 
are  to  fpeak,  the  fpirit  you  are  to  breathe,  the  man¬ 
ners  with  which  you  are  to  conform,  the  perfons 
with  whom  you  are  to  converfe,  eternally.  cc  Seeing 
we  alfo  are  compalfed  about  with  fo  great  a  cloud  of 
witneffes,  let  us  lay  afide  every  weight,  and  the  fin 
which  doth  fo  eafily  befet  us,  and  let  us  run  with  pa¬ 
tience  the  race  that  is  fet  before  us,  looking  unto  je- 
fus,  the  author  and  finifher  of  our  faith  ;  who,  for  the 
joy  that  was  fet  before  him,  endured  the  crofs,  de- 
fpifing  the  lhame,  and  is  fet  down  at  the  right  hand  of 
the  throne  of  God.55  *  u  Behold  what  manner  of 
love  the  Father  hath  bellowed  upon  us,  that  we 
fliould  be  called  the  fons  of  God.55  “  Beloved,  now 
are  we  the  fons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear 
what  we  fhall  be  :  but  we  know  that,  when  he  lhall 
appear,  we  fhall  be  like  him  ;  for  we  fhall  fee  him  as 
he  is.  And  every  man  that  hath  this  hope  in  him, 
purifieth  himfelf,  even  as  he  is  pure.55f 


*  Heb.  xii.  1,  2,  t  1  John  hi.  2,  3, 
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1  HE  Hiltory  of  the  Patriarchs,  from  Adam  to 
Mofes,  inclufively,  in  five  Volumes,  was  all  I  in¬ 
tended  to  give  from  the  Prefs.  The  favourable  re¬ 
ception  with  which  that  Work  has  been  honoured, 
induces  me  to  hope  that  it  may  have  been  ufeful ; 
and  encourages  me  to  comply  with  a  requeft  re¬ 
peatedly  made,  that  I  would  publifh,  at  leaf!:,  the 
fubjefts  of  this  Volume,  they  having  been  peculiar¬ 
ly  acceptable  from  the  Pulpit.  Being  an  attempt 

to  delineate  the  female  charafter,  from  real  exam- 

N  r  / 

pies,  it  may,  perhaps,  have  the  merit  of  interefl 
with  readers  of  that  fex.  And  if  it  ihall,  in  any 
degree,  ferve  to  maintain  their  importance,  and 
to  promote  their  improvement,  fociety  will  have 
gained  fomewhat  from  the  publication.  I  refpedt- 
fully  fubmit  it,  fuch  as  it  is,  to  the  public  judg¬ 
ment. 
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and  thy  God  my  God :  where  thou  dieft ,  will  I  die ,  and 
there  will  I  be  buried :  the  Lord  do  Jo  to  me,  and  more 
alfo,  if  aught  but  death  part  thee  and  me.  When  Jhe 
faw  that  Jhe  was  Jledfaftly  minded  to  go  with  her ,  then 
Jhe  left  fpeaking  unto  her. 
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glean  ears  of  corn  after  him  in  whofe  fight  I  Jhall find 
\race.  And  jhe  faid  unto  her ,  Go,  my  daughter .  And 
Jhe  went,  and  came,  and  gleaned  in  the  field  after  the 
reapers :  and  her  hap  was  to  light  on  a  part  of  the 
field  belonging  unto  Boaz,  who  was  of  the  kindred  of 
Elimelech . 
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Ruth  ii.  4. — And  behold,  Boaz  came  from  Bethdehem, 
and  faid  unto  the  reapers.  The  Lord  be  with  you  ;  and 
they  anfwered  him ,  The  Lord  blefs  thee. 
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you,  let  me  glean,  and  gather  after  the  reapers  amongft 
the  fieaves  :  fo  fie  came,  and  hath  continued  even  from 
the  morning  until  now,  that  fie  tarried  a  little  in  the 
houfe.  Then  faid  Boaz  unto  Ruth,  Hearefi  thou  not, 
my  daughter  ?  Go  not  to  glean  in  another  field,  neither 
go  from  hence,  but  abide  here  faft  by  my  maidens.  Let 
thine  eyes  be  on  the  field  that  they  do  reap,  and  go  thou 
after  them :  have  I  not  charged  the  young  men  that  they 
jhall  not  touch  thee?  And  when  thou  art  athirfi,  go  un¬ 
to  the  vejfels,  and  drink  of  that  which  the  young  men 
have  drawn.  Then  fie  fell  on  her  face,  and  bowed 
herfelf  to  the  ground,  and  faid  unto  him.  Why  have  I 
found  grace  in  thine  eyes,  that  thou  fiouldeft  take  know /- 
edge  of  me,  feeing  I  am  a  fir  anger  ?  And  Boaz  anfwer¬ 
ed 
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ed  and  faid  unto  her ,  It  hath  fully  been  Jhewed  me  all 
that  thou  hajl  done  unto  thy  mother-in-law  ftnce  the 
death  of  thine  hujband :  and  how  thou  hajl  left  thy  fa¬ 
ther  and  thy  mother ,  and  the  land  of  thy  nativity ,  and 
art  come  unto  a  people  which  thou  kneweji  not  heretofore • 
The  Lord  recompenfe  thy  work ,  and  a  full  reward  be 
given  thee  of  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael ,  under  whofe  wings 
thou  art  come  to  trujl.  Then  Jhe  faid ,  Let  me  find  fa¬ 
vour  in  thy  fight ,  my  lord  ;  for  that  thou  hajl  comforted 
me ,  and  for  that  thou  hajl  fpoken  friendly  unto  thine 
handmaid ,  though  I  be  not  like  unto  one  of  thy  handmaid¬ 
ens.  And  Boaz  faid  unto  her ,  At  meal-time  come  thou 
hither ,  and  eat  of  the  bread \  and  dip  thy  morfel  in  the 
vinegar.  And  Jhe  fat  befide  the  reapers  :  and  he 
reached  her  parched  corn ,  and  Jhe  did  eat ,  and  was 
fufficed)  and  left.  And  when  Jhe  was  rifen  up  to  glean , 
Boaz  commanded  his  young  men ,  faying ,  Let  her  glean 
even  among  the  Jheaves 5  and  reproach  her  not.  And 
let  fall  alfo  fome  of  the  handfuls  of  purpofe  for  her ,  and 
leave  them  that  foe  may  glean  them ,  and  rebuke  her 
not.  So  Jhe  gleaned  in  the  field  until  even ,  and  beat 
out  that  Jhe  had  gleaned :  and  it  was  about  an  ephah 
of  barley . 
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Hiftory  of  Ruth.  161 

Ruth  ii.  19 — 23.  and  iii.  1. — And  her  mother-in-law 
faid  unto  her ,  Where  hajl  thou  gleaned  to-day  ?  and 
where  wr ought ejl  thou  ?  blejfed  be  he  float  did  take 
knowledge  of  thee.  And  Jhe  fnewed  her  mother-in-law 
with  whom  f  oe  had  wrought ,  and  faid ,  The  man’ s 
name  with  whom  I  wrought  to-day  is  Boaz.  And 
Naomi  faid  unto  her  daughter-in-law ,  Blejfed  be  he  of 
the  Lord ,  who  hath  not  left  off  his  kindnefs  to  the  liv¬ 
ing  and  to  the  dead.  And  Naomi  faid  unto  her ,  The 
man  is  near  of  kin  unto  us ,  one  of  our  next  kinfmen . 
And  Ruth ,  the  Moabitefs ,  faid>  He  faid  unto  me  alfo , 
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Thou  fhalt  keep  faft  by  my  young  men ,  until  they  have 
ended  all  my  harvejl.  And  Naomi  faid  unto  Ruth  her 
daughter-in-law ,  It  is  good ,  my  daughter ,  /A*/  //ww  £0 
out  with  his  maidens,  that  they  meet  thee  not  in  any  oth¬ 
er  field.  So  Jhe  kept  fafi  by  the  maidens  of  Boaz  to 
glean  unto  the  end  of  barley  harvejl ,  and  of  wheat- 
harvejl ;  and  dwelt  with  her  mother-in-law.  Then 
Naomi ,  her  mother-in-law,  faid  unto  her ,  My  daughter , 


Jhall  I  not  feek  refi  for  thee 9  that  it  may  be  well  with 
thee  ? 


LECTURE  XIV. 


Ruth  iv.  13 — 17. — So  Boaz  took  Ruth ,  and  floe  was  his 
wife  :  and  when  he  went  in  unto  her,  the  Lord  gave 


her  conception ,  and  Jhe  bare  a  fan.  And  the  women 
faid  unto  Naomi,  Bleffed  be  the  Lord,  which  hath  not 


left  thee  this  day  without  a  kinfman,  that  his  name  may 
be  famous  in  Ifrael.  And  he  Jhall  be  unto  thee  a  re- 
Jlorer  of  thy  life,  and  a  nourifher  of  thine  old  age .  For 
thy  daughter-in-law ,  which  loveth  thee,  which  is  better 
to  thee  than  feven  fons,  hath  born  him.  And  Naomi 
took  the  child ,  and  laid  it  in  her  bofom,  and  became 
nurfe  unto  it.  And  the  women  her  neighbours  gave  it 
a  name,  faying.  There  is  a  fon  born  to  Naomi,  and  they 
called  his  name  Obed.  He  is  the  father  of  Jeffe,  the 
father  of  David. 


LECTURE  XV. 

Hiftory  of  Hannah,  the  Mother  of 

Samuel. 


i  Sam.  i.  i — 8. — Now  there  was  a  cert \ 
mathaim-zophim ,  of  Mount  Ephraim 


kMIU'UCU 

8. — Now  there  was  d  certain  man  of  Ra- 
phitn,  of  Mount  Ephraim,  and  his  name 


was 
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.  was  Elkanah ,  the  fort  of  Jeroham ,  the  fon  of  Elihu , 
fin  of  Tohu ,  the  fon  of  Znph ,  Ephrathite .  he 

had  two  wives  ;  the  name  of  the  one  was  Hannah , 
the  name  of  the  other  Peninnah  :  and  Peninnah  had 
children ,  Hannah  had  no  children . 

up  out  of  his  city  y early ,  /0  worfhip  and  to  facrifice 
unto  the  Lord  of  Hojls  in  Shiloh .  J  /zew  fons  of 

Eli ,  Hophni  andPhinehas ,  the  priejls  of  the  Lord ,  were 
there.  And  when  the  time  was  that  Elkanah  of- 
fered ,  /0  Peninnah  his  wife,  and  to  all  her  fons 

and  her  daughters ,  portions .  i?ztf  z*/z/0  Hannah  he  gave 
a  worthy  portion  :  for  he  loved  Hannah  ;  Zw/  ///£  Lord 
had fhut  up  her  womb .  her  adverfary  alfo  provok¬ 

ed  her  fore ,  /br  ft?  tfz^&£  her  fret ,  becaufe  the  Lord  had 
fhut  up  her  womb.  And  as  he  did  fo  year  by  year ,  w/z<?/z 
(he  went  up  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ffo  fie  provoked  her ; 
therefore  fhe  wept ,  <2?z^  J/W  zzo/  Then faid  Elkanah 

her  hu/band  to  her ,  Hannah ,  weepejl  thou  ?  and 
why  eatejl  thou  not  ?  and  why  is  thy  heart  grieved  ?  Am 
not  I  better  to  thee  than  ten  fons  f 
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Hiftory  of  Hannah. 
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1  Sam.  i.  9 — 18. — So  Hannah  rofe  up  after  they  had 
eaten  in  Shiloh ,  and  after  they  had  drank .  Now  Eli 
the  priejl  fat  upon  a  feat  by  a  pof  of  the  temple  of  the 
Lord.  And  fie  was  in  bitternefs  of  foul,  and  prayed 
unto  the  Lord ,  and  wept  fore.  And  fie  vowed  a  vow, 
and  faid,  0  Lord  of  Hojls ,  if  thou  wilt  indeed  look  on 
the  affliction  of  thine  handmaid ,  and  remember  me,  and 
not  forget  thine  handmaid,  but  wilt  give  unto  thine 
handmaid  a  man-child,  then  I  will  give  him  unto  the 
Lord  all  the  days  of  his  life,  and' there  fall  no  razor  come 
upon  his  head .  And  it  came  to  pafs  as  fhe  continued 

praying  before  the  Lord,  that  Eli  marked  her  mouth . 

Now 
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Now  Hannah ,  jhe  fpake  in  her  heart ,  only  her  Ups  mov - 
^  te  7/^r  tw/V*  ze/tf/  00/  Trar  J :  therefore  Eli  thought 
Jhe  had  been  drunken.  And  Eli  faid  unto  her ,  How 
long  wilt  thou  be  drunken  ?  put  away  thy  wine  from 
thee.  And  Hannah  anfwered  and  faid ,  No,  my  lord,  I 
am  a  woman  of  a  forrowful  fpirit  :  /  have  drank 
neither  wine  nor  ftrong  drink,  but  have  poured  out  my 
foul  before  the  Lord.  Count  not  thine  handmaid  for 
a  daughter  of  Belial :  for  out  of  the  abundance  of  my 
complaint  and  grief  have  I  fpoken  hitherto.  Then  Eli 
anfwered  and  faid.  Go  in  peace  :  and  the  God  of  lfrael 
grant  thee  thy  petition  that  thou  haft  afked  of  him. 
And  jhe  faid.  Let  thine  handmaid  find  grace  in  thy 
fight.  So  the  woman  went  her  way,  and  did  eat ,  and 
her  countenance  was  no  more  fad. 
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Sam.  i.  19 — 23. — And  they  arofe  up  in  the  morning 
early,  and  worfhipped  before  the  Lord,  and  returned , 
and  came  to  their  houfe  to  Ramah  :  and  Elkanah  knew 
Hannah  his  wife ,  and  the  Lord  remembered  her. 
Wherefore  it  came  to  pafs,  when  the  time  zvas  come 
about,  after  HannahTad  conceived,  that  Jhe  bare  a  fon, 
and  called  his  name  Samuel,  faying,  Becaufe  I  have 
afked  him  of  the  Lord.  And  the  man  Elkanah,  and  all 
his  houfe ,  went  up  to  offer  unto  the  Lord  the  yearly 
facrijice ,  and  his  vow.  But  Hannah  went  not  up  : 
for  Jhe  faid  unto  her  hujband,  I  will  not  go  up  until  the 
child  be  weaned,  and  then  I  will  bring  him,  that  he  may 
appear  before  the  Lord,  and  there  abide  forever.  And 
Elkanah  her  hujband  faid  unto  her.  Do  what  feemeth 
thee  good ;  tarry  until  thou  have  weaned  him  ;  only 
the  Lord  efiablifh  his  word.  So  the  woman  abode ,  and 
gave  her  fon  fuck  until  Jhe  weaned  him. 
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I  Sam.  i.  24 — 28. — And  when  Jhe  had  weaned  him , 
Jhe  took  him  up  with  her ,  with  three  bullocks ,  and  one 
ephah  of  flour ,  <2^  a  bottle  of  wine ,  ^72^  brought  him 
unto  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  in  Shiloh .  yfoj  floe  child 
was  young.  And  they  flew  a  bullock ,  <2/?^  brought  the 
child  to  Eli .  y/72^  jhe  faid ,  0  my  lord ,  thy  foul  liv- 

eth ,  ;72j/  the  woman  that  flood  by  thee  here , 

praying  unto  the  Lord .  For  this  child  I  prayed  ;  and 
the  Lord  hath  given  me  my  petition  which  I  afhed  of 
him .  Therefore  alfo  I  have  lent  him  to  the  Lord  as 
long  as  he  liveth  ;  he  Jhall  be  lent  to  the  Lord .  y/72^/ 

A?  worfhipped  the  Lord  there . 
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I  Sam.  ii.  1 — 10, — yforf  Hannah  prayed ,  and  faid 7 
My  heart  rejoiceth  in  the  Lord  :  mine  horn  is  ex - 
alted  in  the  Lord ,  mouth  is  enlarged  over  mine 

enemies  :  becaufe  I  rejoice  in  thy  falvation .  There 
is  none  holy  as  the  Lord  :  for  there  is  none  befide 
thee :  neither  is  there  any  rock  like  our  God .  Talk 
no  more  fo  exceeding  proudly  ;  let  not  arrogancy  come 
out  of  your  mouth  :  for  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  knowL 
edge7  and  by  him  aftions  are  weighed .  The  bows  of 

the  mighty  men  are  broken 7  and  they  that  /tumbled  are 
girded  with  jlrength .  They  that  were  full  have  hired 
gut  themf elves  for  bread ;  and  they  that  were  hungry 
ceafed  ;  fo  that  the  barren  hath  born  feveh  :  and  jhe 
that  hath  many  children  is  waxed  feeble .  The  Lord 

killeth 7  and  maketh  alive  :  he  bringeth  down  to  the 
grave ,  and  bringeth  up .  The  Lord  maketh  poor 7  and 
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maketh  rich  :  he  bringeth  low ,  and  lifteth  up.  He  raif- 
ith  up  the  poor  out  of  the  dvjt ,  and  lifteth  up  the  beggar 
from  the  dunghill ,  to  fet  them  among  princes ,  and  to  make 
them  inherit  the  throne  of  glory  :  for  the  pillars  of  the 
earth  are  the  Lord*  s,  and  he  hath  fet  the  world  upon 
them .  tie  will  keep  the  feet  of  his  faints ,  and  the  wick¬ 
ed  fhall  be  filent  in  darknefs  :  for  by  Jircngih  Jhall  no 
man  prevail.  The  adverfaries  of  the  Lord  fhall  be 
broken  to  pieces  :  out  of  heaven  fhall  he  thunder  upon 
them  :  the  Lord Jhall  judge  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  and 
he  fhall  give  Jtrengtb  unto  his  king ,  and  exalt  the  horn 
of  h  is  anointed. 

LECTURE  XX. 

Hiftory  of  Hannah.  24C 

I  Sam.  ii.  18 — 21. — But  Samuel  minijlered  before 
the  Lord ,  being  a  child ,  girded  with  a  linen  ephod. 
Moreover  his  mother  made  him  a  little  coat ,  and 
brought  it  to  him  from  year  to  year ,  when  Jhe  ca?ne 
up  with  her  hujband ,  to  offer  the  yearly  facrifice. 
And  Eli  bleffed  Elkanah  and  his  wife ,  and  faid , 
The  Lord  give  thee  feed  of  this  woman ,  for  the 
loan  which  is  lent  to  the  Lord.  And  they  went  unto 
their  own  home.  And  the  Lord  vifited  Hannah ,  fo 
that  Jhe  conceived \  and  bare  three  fons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters.  And  the  child  Samuel  grew  before  the  Lord. 
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1  Sam.  ii.  12 — 17,  23,  24. — Now  the  fons  of  Eli 
were  fons  of  Belial :  they  knew  not  the  Lord.  And 
the  priejls  cujlom  with  the  people  was ,  that  when 
any  man  offered  facrifice ,  the  pried' s  fervant  came 

while 
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while  the  flejh  was  in  feething ,  with  a  flejh-hook  of 
three  teeth  in  his  hand :  and  he  Jiruck  it  into  the  pan , 
or  kettle ,  or  caldron ,  pot :  all  that  the  flejh-hook 
brought  up 9  the  prieji  took  for  himfelf :  fo  they  did  in 
Shiloh ,  unto  all  the \  Ifraelites  that  came  thither . 

they  burned  the  fat ,  the  prieji*  s  fervant  came ,  <2226? 
to  the  man  that  facrificed ,  Gm*  jlejh  to  roafl for 
the  prieji :  for  he  will  not  have  fodden  jlejh  of  thee , 
772^.  ^  any  man  faid  unto  him , 

fail  to  burn  the  fat  prefently :  and  then  take  as  ?nuch  as  thy 
foul  defireth ,  he  would  anfwer  him ,  Afoy,  but  thou 

Jhalt  give  it  me  now  :  and  if  not ,  I  will  take  it  by  force. 
Wherefore  the  fin  of  the  young  men  was  very  great 
before  the  Lord,  for  men  abhorred  the  offering  of 
the  Lord .  Now  Eli  was  very  old ,  and  heard  all  that 

his  fons  did  unto  all  Ifrael .  And  he  faid  unto  them , 
Why  do  ye  fuch  things  ?  for  I  hear  of  your  evil  dealings 
by  all  this  people .  Nay^  my  fons  :  for  it  is  no  good 

report  that  I  hear  ;  ye  make  the  Lord's  people  to  tranf 
grefs .  1  <'*- 

LECTURE  XXII. 
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i  Sam.  li.  26. — And  the  child  Samuel  grew  on,  and  was 
in  favour  both  with  the  Lord  and  afo  with  men . 
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GENESIS  ii.  1 8. 

And  the  Lord  God  /aid.  It  is  not  good  that  the  man  Jbould 
be  alone ,  I  will  make  him  an  help  meet  for  him . 

The  holy  fcriptures  always  exhibit  the  mod  Am¬ 
ple  and  the  jufteft  view  of  every  fubjedt  which  they 
treat.  And  what  fubjedt  of  importance  to  man  do 
they  not  treat  ?  The  God  who  made  us  what  we  are, 
formed  man  after  a  model,  deftined  him  for  a  fpecial 
fituation,  and  to  fulfil  a  fpecific  purpofe.  His  facul¬ 
ties,  his  relations,  his  duties,  his  demands,  his  delichts, 
were  all,  from  the  beginning,  prefent  to  the  eye  of 
his  Creator  ;  and  a  correfponding  arrangement  and 
provifion  were  made  by  Him,  who  feeth  the  end  from 
the  commencement,  and  who  exadtly  adjufts  all,  ac¬ 
cording  to  number,  weight  and  meafure.  5 

The  perfedtion  of  the  works  of  God,  is  a  beautiful 
and  gradual  progrefs  toward  perfedtion  :  from  inani¬ 
mate  to  vegetative,  from  vegetative  to  animal,  from 
animal  to  rational  nature  ;  each  approaching  to 
bordering  upon  each,  but  every  one  circumicribed  by 
a  boundary  which  it  cannot  pafs,  to  dilturb  and  con- 
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found  the  province  of  another.  The  fcaie  of  being, 
as  to  this  globe,  was  complete  when  God  had  “  creat¬ 
ed  man  in  his  own  image.”  But  focial  exiftence  was. 
not  perfeCt  till  it  pleafed  God  to  draw  man  out  of  fol- 
itude,  by  making  him  “  an  help  meet  for  him.”  This 
fimply,  yet  clearly,  unfolds  woman’s  nature,  ftation, 
duty,  ufe  and  end.  This  raifes  her  to  her  proper  rank 
and  importance,  and  inftruCts  her  how  molt  effectual¬ 
ly  to  fupport  them  ;  this  forbids  her  to  afpire  after 
rule,  for  her  Maker  defigned  her  as  “  an  helper 
this  fecures  for  her  affeCtion  and  refpeCt,  for  how  is  it 
poflible  to  hate  or  defpife  what  God  and  nature  have 
rendered  effential  to  our  happinefs.  If  the  intention 
of  the  Creator,  therefore,  is  attended  to,  the  refpeCtive 
claims  and  duties  of  the  fexes  are  fettled  in  a  moment, 
and  an  end  is  put  to  all  unprofitable  difcufiion  of  fu- 
periority  and  inferiority,  of  authority  and  fubjection, 
inthofewhofe  dellination,  and  whofe  duty  it  is,  to  be 
mutually  helpful,  attentive  and  affectionate. 

The  female  character  and  conduCt  have  frequently 
prefented  themfelves  in  the  courfe  of  the  hiltory  of  the 
Patriarchs.  And  indeed  how  can  the  life  of  man  be 
feparated  from  that  of  woman  ?  Their  amiable  quali¬ 
ties  and  praife-worthy  aCtions  have  been  occalionally 
pointed  out,  and  unrefervedly,  though  without  adula¬ 
tion,  commended  :  their  faults  and  follies  have  been, 
with  equal  freedom,  expofed  and  cenfured.  But  in 
the  inftances  referred  to,  female  conduCt  has  under¬ 
gone  only  an  accidental  and  tranfient  review,  in  de¬ 
tached  fragments,  and  as  fupplementary  to,  or  pro¬ 
ducing  influence  on,  the  conduCt  of  man.  The  pen¬ 
cil  of  infpiration,  however,  having  introduced  perfons 
of  the  gentler  fex  into  its  inimitable  compofitions  ; 
and  thefe  not  always  thrown  into  the  back-ground  or 
placed  in  the  fhade,  but  fometimes  fpringing  forward 
into  the  light,  and  glowing  in  all  the  brilliancy  of  col¬ 
ouring,  I  have  been  induced,  with  trembling  fteps,  to 
follow  the  heavenly  guide  ;  and  to  follow  up  the 

fainter  fketches  of  a  Sarah,  a  Rebekah,  a  Rachel,  a 

Miriam, 
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Miriam,  with  the  more  finifhed  portraits  “  of  Deborah, 
the  wife  of  Lapidoth,”  “  Ruth  the  Moabitefs,”  and 
C£  Hannah,”  the  mother  of  Samuel  the  prophet.  In 
order  to  introduce  thefe  with  greater  advantage,  I 
mean  to  employ  the  prefent  Lefture,  in  giving  a  gener¬ 
al  delineation  of  the  female  character,  as  it  is  reprefent- 
ed  in  the  paflage  now  read,  and  as  being  the  purpofe 
and  aft  of  the  great  Lord  of  nature,  “  an  help  meet 
for  man.”  Every  creature  was  intended  to  yield  help 
to  man :  the  flower,  with  its  beauty  and  fragrance  ; 
the  tree,  with  its  nutricious  fruit  ;  the  animal  tribes, 
with  all  their  powers  of  miniftring  fatisfa&ion  to  the 
fenfes  or  to  the  mind.  Adam  furveyed  them  all  with 
delight,  faw  their  ieveral  characters  in  their  feveral 
forms,  gave  them  names,  obferved  and  glorified  his 
Creator’s  perfections  difplayed  in  himfelf,  and  in 
them.  But  ftill  he  was  alone  amidfl  all  this  multi¬ 
tude  ;  the  underftanding  was  employed,  but  the  heart 
wanted  its  objeCt :  the  tongue  could  name  all  that  the 
eye  beheld,  but  there  was  no  tender,  fympathetic  ear, 
to  which  it  could  fay,  u  how  fair,  how  lovely,  how 
glorious  is  all  this  that  we  behold  !”  u  For  Adam  there 
was  not  found  an  help  meet  for  him.”  The  want  of 
nature  is  no  fooner  perceived  by  the  great  Parent  of 
man,  than  it  is  fupplied  ;  the  wifh  of  reafon  is  no 
fooner  exprefled  than  gratified.  Paternal  care  and 
tendernefs  even  outrun  and  prevent  the  calls  of  filial 
neceflity.  Adam  has  felt  no  void,  uttered  no  com¬ 
plaint,  but  the  Lord  God  faid.  It  is  not  good  that 
the  man  fhould  be  alone  :  I  will  make  him  an  help 
meet  for  him.”  And  with  God,  execution  certainly 
and  inftantaneoufly  follows  defign.  “  And  the  Lord 
God  caufed  a  deep  fleep  to  fall  upon  Adam,  and  he 
fiept  :  and  he  took  one  of  his  ribs,  and  clofed  up  the 
flefh  inftead  thereof.  And  the  rib  which  the  Lord 
God  had  taken  from  man,  made  he  a  woman,  and 
brought  her  unto  the  man.  And  Adam  faid,  This  is 
now  bone  of  my  bones,  and  flefh  of  my  flefh  ;  fhe 
fhall  be  called  Woman,  becaufe  fhe  wras  taken  out  of 
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man.  Therefore  (hall  a  man  leave  his  father  and  his 
mother,  and  fhall  cleave  unto  his  wife  :  and  they  fhall 
be  one  flefh.”*  How  completely  fuitable  an  helper 
God  provided  for  man  in  a  date  of  fmlefs  perfection 
tranfcends  imagination,  much  more  defcription  ;  all 
that  is  lovely  in  form,  all  that  is  graceful  in  manner, 
all  that  is  exalted  in  mind,  all  that  is  pure  in  thought, 
all  that  is  delicate  in  fentiment,  all  that  is  enchanting 
in  converfation.  This  felicity  was  made  fubjeCt  to  al¬ 
teration  ;  this  harmony  was  not  to  continue  perfect ; 
but  the  original  intention  of  the  Creator  was  not  to 
be  defeated,  no,  but  even  in  a  ftate  of  degradation, 
difficulty  and  diftrefs,  as  in  a  ftate  of  purity  and  peace, 
it  was  ftill  the  deftination  of  Providence,  that  woman 
fhould  be  “  an  help  meet”  for  man.  In  what  import¬ 
ant  refpeCts  we  are  now  to  inquire. 

The  firft  and  moft  obvious  is,  as  his  counfellor  and 
coadjutor  in  bringing  up  their  common  offspring. 
Education,  on  the  part  of  the  mother,  commences  from 
the  moment  {he  has  the  profpeCt  of  being  a  mother  ; 
and  the  pare  of  her  own  health  is,  thenceforth,  the 
firft  duty  which  fhe  owes  to  her  child,  f  From  that 
moment  too  fhe  becomes  in  a  peculiar  fenfe  “  an  help 
meet”  for  man,  as  being  the  depofttary  and  guardian 
of  their  moft  precious  joint  concern.  How  greatly  is 
her  value  now  enhanced  !  Her  exiftence  is  multiplied, 

her 
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-j-  The  inftrudtions  given  to  the  wife  of  Manoah,  and  mother  of 
Sampfon  the  Nazarite,  (Jud.  xiii.  4  )  “  Now  therefore  beware,  I 

pray  thee,  and  drink  not  wine,  nor  (bong  drink,  and  eat  not  any  un¬ 
clean  thing/’  are  not  merely  arbitrary  injunctions,  adapted  to  a  par¬ 
ticular  branch  of  political  economy,  and  intended  to  ferve  local  and 
temporary  purpofes  j  no,  they  are  constitutions  01  natuie,  reaion,  and 
experience,  which  unite  in  recommending,  to  thofe  who  have  the 
profpedt  of  being  mothers,  a  ftritf  attention  to  diet,  to  exercife,  to 
temper,  to  every  thing  which,  affedting  the  frame  of  their  own  body 
or  mind,  may  communicate  an  important,  a  lading,  perhaps  indelible 
imprellion  to  the  body  or  mind  of  their  offspring.  A  proper  regimen 
for  themfelves  is,  therefore,  the  firft  ffage  of  education  for  their  chil¬ 
dren.  The  negledt  of  it  is  frequently  found  productive  of  effedts 
which  no  future  culture  is  able  to  alter  or  rectify. 
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Jier  duration  is  extended.  A  man-child  is  at  length 
born  into  the  world  ;  and  what  helper  fo  meet  for  the 
glad  father  in  rearing  the  tender  babe,  as  the  mother 
who  bare  him.  There  are  offices  which  fhe,  and  only 
fhe,  can  perform  ;  there  are  affections  which  fhe,  and 
only  flie,  c^in  feel  ;  there  are  difficulties  which  fhe, 
and  only  fhe,.can  furmount.  Nature  has  here  fo  hap¬ 
pily  blended  the  duty  with  the  recompenfe,  that  they 
cannot  be  diftinguifhed  or  feparated.  In  performing 
every  aft  of  maternal  tendernefs,  while  fhe  tends  and 
nourifhes  the  body  of  her  infant,  fhe  is  gradually  and 
infenfibly  forming  his  mind.  His  very  fir  ft  expreffions 
of  look,  voice  and  geflure,  are  expreffions  of  the  im¬ 
portant  leffons  which  his  mother  has  already  taught 
him,  attachment,  gratitude,  a  fenfe  of  obligation  and 
dependence.  Hitherto  fhe  is  the  foie  inftruftor,  and 
“  a  flranger  intermeddleth  not  with  her  joy.5’  The 
dawning  of  reafon  appears  ;  the  folicitude  of  a  father 
awakes  ;  what  a  talk  is  impofed  upon  him  !  Who  is 
fufficient  for  it  ?  But  he  is  not  left  to  perform  it  alone. 
The  Lord  God  has  provided  him  “  an  help  meet  for 
him,”  one  prompted  by  duty,  drawn  by  affeftion, 
trained  by  experience,  to  affift  him  in  the 

Delightful  talk  !  To  rear  the  tender  thought. 

To  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  fhoot, 

To  pour  the  frefh  inftrudion  o’er  the  mind. 

To  breathe  th’  enlivening  fpirit,  and  to  fix 
The  generous  purpofe  in  the  glowing  breaft. 

Thomson.  Spring,  1148. 


In  the  more  advanced  flages  of  education,  after  the 
pupil  is  removed  from  under  the  maternal  wing,  of 
what  affiftance  to  the  father,  of  what  importance  to 
the  child,  are  the  delicate  ideas,  and  the  tender  coun- 
fels  of  a  wile  and  virtuous  woman  !  Read  “  the  words 
of king  Lemuel,  the  prophecy  which  his  mother 
taught  him,  '*  and  judge  whether  a  mother  may  be 
an  ufeful  help  in  inftr lifting  a  fon,  a  grown  fon, 

and 
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and  that  fon  a  prince.  In  truth,  the  mother’s  influ¬ 
ence  over  the  child,  as  it  begins  earlier,  fo  it  is  of  much 
longer  duration  than  the  father’s.  The  fon,  having 
become  a  man,  or  approaching  to  that  ftate,  begins  to 
feel  uneafy  under  the  reftraints  of  paternal  authority  ; 
he  longs  to  lhake  the  yoke  from  off  his  neck  ;  he 
pants  for  independence.— he  muft  obtain  it.  But  what 
ingenuous  young  man  ever  felt  a  mother’s  yoke  gall¬ 
ing,  or  longed  for  emancipation  from  the  filken  fetters 
in  which  her  gentle  fingers  had  entangled  his  foul  ? 
In  the  perfection  of  underftanding,  in  the  plenitude 
of  power,  in  the  felf-gratulation  of  independence,  to 
her  milder  reafon  he  ftill  fubmits,  her  unaffuming 
fway  he  readily  acknowledges,  and,  independent  on 
all  things  elfe,  he  feels  he  cannot  do  without  the  fmiles 
of  maternal  approbation,  the  admonitions  of  maternal 
folicitude,  the  reproofs  of  maternal  tendernefs  and  in¬ 
tegrity. 

Whatever  be  the  difpofitions,  whatever  the  faculties 
of  the  child,  whether  earlier  or  later  in  life,  the  bufi- 
nefs  neither  of  father  nor  mafters  can  proceed  wifely 
and  well,  without  the  co-operation  of  the  mother. 
Who  knows  fo  well  as  Ihe,  the  road  to  the  under¬ 
ftanding,  the  road  to  the  heart  ?  Who  has  ikill  like 
her,  to  encourage  the  timid  and  reprefs  the  bold  ? 
Who  has  power  and  addrefs  like  a  mother’s,  to  fub- 
due  the  ftubborn  and  confirm  the  irrefolute  ?  Who 
can  with  fuch  exquifite  art  draw  out,  put  in  motion, 
and  direCt  ordinary  or  fuperior  powers  ;  place  good- 
nefs  in  its  faireft  and  mod  attraftive  light,  and  expofe 
vice  in  its  mod  hideous  and  forbidding  form  ?  In  the 
cafe  of  thofe  perfons  who  have  unhappily  grofsly  de¬ 
viated  from  the  path  of  virtue,  how  many  have  been 
{topped,  converted,  brought  back,  by  confiderations 
of  maternal  feelings — Ihame,  and  forrow,  and.regret  j 
and  by  the  recollection  oi  early  leffons,  and  principles, 
and  refolutions.  Having  been  “  trained  up,  when  a 
child,  in  the  way  wherein  he  ihould  walk,’’  the  man 
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calls  it  to  remembrance  in  old  age,  approves  it,  returns 
to  it,  and  “  departs  from  it”  no  more.. 

In  educating  the  children  of  her  own  fex,  the  moth¬ 
er  feems  to  be  more  than  “  an  help  meet”  for  man. 
The  truft  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  devolves  on  her  : 
and  where  could  it  be  depofited  lb  well  ?  The  knowl¬ 
edge  f lie  has  of  herfelf,  experience  of  the  world,  and 
maternal  affeCHon,  are  all  flie  needs  to  qualify  her  for 
this  arduous  undertaking.  A  mother  only  can  enter 
into  the  feelings,  and  weaknefles,  and  neceflities  of  a 
young  female,  entering  on  an  unknown,  varying, 
tempeftuous,  dangerous  ocean;  for  (he  remembers  how 
lire  herfelf  felt  and  feared,  what  fhe  needed,  and  how 
file  was  relieved,  and  aflifted,  and  carried  through. 
And  to  a  mother  only  can  a  young  female  impart  the 
numberlefs,  namelefs  anxieties  which  every  ftep  fhe 
takes  in  life  neceffarily  excite.  When  fhe  converfes 
with  her  mother,  it  is  only  thinking  aloud.  A  moth¬ 
er’s  conduCt  is  the  loveliefl  pattern  of  virtue,  and  the 
hope  of  a  mother’s  applaufe  is,  next  to  God’s,  the 
mod  powerful  motive  to  imitate  it.  The  fuperiority 
of  female  to  male  youth  in  refpeCt  of  moral,  whatever 
be  the  cafe  as  to  intellectual  improvement,  is  clearly 
deducible  from  the  larger  fhare  which  the  mother  has 
in  the  education  of  the  one,  than  of  the  other.  And 
the  more  liberal  and  enlarged  fpirit  of  the  times  we 
live  in,  procuring  for  the  female  world  a  more  liberal 
and  rational  education,  is  daily  evincing  to  what  an 
equality  of  intellectual  endowment  they  are  capable 
of  rifing,  and  thereby  of,  in  all  refpeCts,  fulfilling  the 
defign  of  the  Creator,  who  faid  in  the  beginning,  “  I 
will  make  for  man  an  help  meet  for  him.” 

I  now  proceed  to  mention  a  fecond  moft  important 
refpeCt,  in  which  it  is  the  obvious  intention  of  Provi¬ 
dence  that  woman  fhould  be  “  an  help  meet”  for 
man,  namely,  the  care  and  management  of  his 
worldly  eftate. 

In  a  paradifaical  ftate  man  did  not,  and  in,  what  is 
improperly  called,  the  ftate  of  nature,  he  could  not 
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long  continue.  In  the  former,  there  was  labour,  im- 
pofed  not  as  a  burden  or  a  punifhment,  but  bellowed 
as  a  privilege  and  a  fource  of  delight.  The  help  of 
woman  enhanced  the  value  of  that  privilege,  and  im¬ 
proved  that  delight :  and  even  in  paradife,  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Eve  to  the  difpofal  of  the  fruits  of  his  labour, 
mu  ft  have  been  to  the  man,  an  exquifite  acceflipn  to 
the  pleafure  of  enjoying  them.  The  arrangement 
which  her  tafte  and  care  had  made  conflituted  the 
charm  of  the  repaft.  In  a  flate  of  uncultivated  na¬ 
ture,  the  fubfiftence  of  the  day  is  man’s  object.  He 
has  no  idea  of  much  goods,  laid  up  for  many  years.” 
But  the  fociety  and  affiftance  of  his  rude  companion 
are  neceffary  to  give  a  relifh  to  cc  what  he  took  in 
hunting  and  cc  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,” 
he  cheerfully  encounters,  in  the  profpeft  of  the  re- 
frefhment  and  repofe  of  the  evening  ;  and  even  the 
hut  in  the  defert  exhibits  the  accomplifhment  of  the 
Creator’s  purpofe,  woman  an  help  meet”  for  man, 
managing  his  fcanty  portion  with  difcretion,  and 
doubling  it  by  participation. 

As  the  (late  of  fociety  advanced,  new  ideas  of  prop¬ 
erty  mull  have  been  produced.  The  labour  of  to-day 
began  to  look  forward  ;  “  to-morrow,  and  to-morrow, 
and  tomorrow.”  The  care  of  poderity  arofe.  Per¬ 
manency  mud  be  given  to  pofTeflion.  The  earth  and 
its  produce  are  parcelled  out,  men  66  call  their  lands 
by  their  names,”  houfe  is  joined  to  houfe,  and  field 
added  to  field.”  But  could  man  do  this  alone  ?  No. 
In  vain  have  his  labour  and  fkill  provided  “  bread 
enough,  and  to J pare ,”  unlefs  the  woman’s  prudent  at¬ 
tention  manage  that  fufficiency,  and  lay  up  that  fur- 
plus,  for  the  evil  day  wdiich  may  come.  No  man  ever 
profpered  in  the  world,  without  the  confent  and  co¬ 
operation  of  his  wife.  Let  him  be  ever  fo  frugal,  reg¬ 
ular,  indudrious,  intelligent,  fuccelsful- — —all  goes 
for  nothing,  if  jhe  is  profufe,  diforderly,  indolent,  or 
unfaithful  to  her  trud.  His  farm  profpers,  his  barn 

is  filled  with  plenty,  £C  the  floors  are  full  ox  wheat,  the 

tats 


/ 


LecT,  I.  Introductory  Lecture.  25 

fats  overflow  with  wine  and  oil,”  his  cattle  increafe, 
he  is  waxing  rich.  His  neighbour’s  commerce  thrives, 
his  plans  were  well  laid  ;  Providence  fmiles  ;  the 
wings  of  every  wind  are  wafting  to  his  door  gold,  and 
filver,  and  precious  things.  The  talents  of  a  third  arc 
procuring  for  hjim  reputation,  and  diftin&on,  and  hon¬ 
our,  and  wealth.  Plow  came  they  all  to  fail  ?  Who 
opened  the  door,  and  let  poverty  rufh  in  as  an  armed 
man  ?  The  thing  fpeaks-  for  itfelf.  The  defign  of 
Heaven  is  defeated  ;  the  parties  were  “  unequally 
yoked the  46  help”  found  for  thefe  men,  was  not 

an  help  meet ”  for  them.  Skill,  was  countera&ed 
by  carelefsnefs  ;  the  fruits  of  diligence  were  fcattered 
about  by  the  hand  of  diffipation  ;  the  labours  of  a 
year  perilhed  in  the  fitting  of  an  evening  ;  “  by  much 
flothfulnefs  the  building  decayed,  and  through  idlenefs 
of  the  hands,  the  houfe  dropped  through.” 

But  “  O  how  good  a  thing  it  is,  and  how  pleafant,” 
when  the  gracious  intentions  of  God  and  nature  are 
fulfilled  !  With  what  fpirit  and  perfeverance  does  a 
man  labour  in  his  vocation,  when  he  knows  that  his 
earnings  will  be  faithfully  difpofed,  and  carefully  im¬ 
proved  !  With  what  confidence  will  he  refort  to  his 
farm,  to  his  merchandife,  fly  over  land,  over  the  feas5 
meet  difficulty,  meet  danger,  if  he  has  the  aflurance, 
that  he  is  not  fpending  his  time  and  ftrength  for 
nought  and  in  yain  ;  that  all  is  well  and  fafe  at  home  * 
that  indulgent  Heaven  has  crowned  all  his  other  blefl- 
ings,  with  that  of  “  an  help  meet  for  him,”  a  difcreet 
manager  of  his  eftate,  a  fellow-labourer  with  him, 
from  intereft,  from  affection,  from  a  fenfe  of  duty,  in 
tc  doing  juftly,”  in  feconding  the  goodnefs  of  Divine 
Providence,  in  making  fair  provifion  for  the  time  to 
come,  in  “  providing  things  honed  in  the  fight  of  al! 
men  !”  I  conclude  this  branch  of  my  fubjeft,  with  a 
portrait  drawn  by  the  pencil  of  infpiration  \  may  Pleav- 
en  propagate  the  refemblance. 

6C  Who  can  find  a  virtuous  woman  ?  for  her  price  is 
far  above  rubies.  The  heart  of  her  hufband  doth 
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fafely  trufl  in  her,  fa  that  he  fhall  have  no  need  of 
ipoil.  She  will  do  him  good  and  not  evil  all  the  days 
of  her  life.  She  ieeketh  wool  and  flax,  and  worketh 
willingly  with  her  hands.  She  is  like  the  merchants 
fliips,  Ihe  bringeth  her  food  from  afar.  She  rifeth  alfo 
while  it  is  yet  night,  and  giveth  meet  to  her  houfehold, 
and  a  portion  to  her  maidens.  She  confidereth  a 
field,  and  buyeth  it :  with  the  fruit  of  her  hands  (he 
planteth  a  vineyard.  She  girdeth  her  loins  with 
ftrength,  and  ftrengtheneth  her  arms.  She  perceiveth 
that  her  merchandife  is  good :  her  candle  goeth  not 
out  by  night.  She  layeth  her  hands  to  the  fpindle, 
and  her  hands  hold  the  diftaff.  She  ftretcheth  out 
her  hand  to  the  poor  ;  yea,  fhe  reacheth  forth  her 
hands  to  the  needy.  She  is  not  afraid  of  the  fnow 
for  her  houiehold  :  for  all  her  household  are  cloathed 
•with  fear  let.  She  maketh  herfelf  coverings  of  tapef- 
try  :  her  cloathing  is  filk  and  purple.  Her  hufband 
is  known  in  the  gates  when  he  fitteth  among  the  el¬ 
ders*  of  the  land.  She  maketh  fine  linen,  and  felleth 
it ;  and  delivereth  girdles  unto  the  merchant.  Strength 
and  honour  are  her  cloathing  :  and  fhe  fhall  rejoice  in 
time  to  come.  She  openeth  her  mouth  with  wifdom  ; 
and  in  her  tongue  is  the  law  of  kindnefs.  She  look- 
eth  well  to  the  ways  of  her  houfehold,  and  eateth  not 
the  bread  of  idlenefs.  Her  children  arife  up,  and  call 
her  bleffed ;  her  hufband  alfo,  and  he  praifeth  her. 
Many  daughters  have  done  virtuoufly,  but  thou  excel¬ 
led:  them  all.  Favour  is  deceitful,  and  beauty  is  vain  ; 
but  a  woman  that  feareth  the  Lord,  fhe  fhall  be  praif- 
ed.  Give  her  of  the  fruit  of  her  hands  ;  and  let  her 
own  works  praife  her  in  the  gates.’5* 

A  third  refpeft  in  which  God  intended  that  woman 
fliould  be  “  ail  help  meet”  for  man,  is  the  care  of  his 
health,  and  every  thing  connected  with  it  ;  his  tran¬ 
quillity  of  mind,  his  temper,  his  character  and  reputa¬ 
tion  :  without  which  the  greateft  bodily  vigour  will 
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quickly  decay  and  fink,  and  life  will  ceafe  to  be  a 
bleffmg. 

It  is  pleafant  to  have  a  companion  in  folitude,  an  afc 
fiftant  in  labour,  a  fellow-partaker  in  joy.  But  human 
life  contains  varieties  painful,  as  v/ell  as  pleafant. 
Sorrow,  and  pain,  and  folicitiide,  and  difappointment 
enter  into  the  hiftory  of  man  ;  and  he  is  but  half- pro¬ 
vided  for  the  voyage  of  life,  who  has  found  an  affoci- 
ate  for  his  happier  days  only  ;  while  for  his  months  of 
darknefs  and  diftrefs  no  fympathizing  partner  is  pre¬ 
pared,  no  “  help  meet”  is  found.  The  provident 
care  of  the  Almighty  meets  every  wifh  and  want  of 
man  ;  and  in  bellowing  upon  him  a  companion  for 
youth,  a  fflarer  in  felicity,  a  partner  in  property,  he 
was  fecuving  for  him,  at  a  diftance,  a  friend  in  age,  a 
folace  in  affliction,  a  partner  in  want — u  a  friend  that 
fticketh  clofer  than  a  brother.” 

If  a  man’s  worldly  eftate,  whether  it  be  much  or  lit¬ 
tle,  is  wifely  managed,  one  foundation  of  health  and 
comfort  is  laid  ;  and  fhe  who  is  thus  habitually  em¬ 
ployed,  may  be  confidered  as  adminiflring  a  perpet¬ 
ual  medicine  or  cordial  to  her  hufband.  But 
no  prudence  of  forefight  can  ward  off  the  attack 
of  difeafe,  or  prevent  the  ftroke  of  calamity  ;  afflu¬ 
ence  cannot  purchafe  releafe  from  pain,  nor  tender- 
nefs  cool  the  fever  in  the  blood.  But  the  fufferer  is 
not  left  deftitute.  There  is  one  ear  into  which  he  can 
pour  out  all  his  heart ;  there  is  one  hand  ever  ready 
to  relieve  him ;  “  one  life  bound  up  in  his  life.’1 
And  as  enjoyment  derived  all  its  relifh  from  participa¬ 
tion,  fo  mifery  lofes  all  its  anguilh  in  the  bofom  of 
fympathy  and  kindnefs.  The  fpirit  of  penitence  is 
inferior  only  to  unfullied  innocence  ;  and  next  to  the 
bleffingof  unimpaired  health,  and  uninterrupted  com¬ 
fort,  is  the  confolation  of  ficknefs  alleviated,  and  com¬ 
fort  reftored,  by  the  gentle  language  and  engaging  of¬ 
fices  of  love.  What  fflall  I  fay  ?  Is  there  not,  perhaps, 
in  the  reftoration  of  repenting  guilt,  and  in  the  fuf. 
penfxon  of  woe,  by  the  affiduity  of  afteCtion.  a  pecu¬ 
liar 
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iiw.r  fatisfaCtion,  and  a  delight,  which  perfect  inno¬ 
cence  and  perfect  health  could  not  poffibly  have 
known  ? 

The  regular  temperature  of  a  man’s  body  is,  howev¬ 
er,  only  one  ingredient  in  the  cup  of  health.  “  An 
help  meet  for  him”  will  be  anxious  to  preferve  a 
found  mind  in  a  found  body ;  will  endeavour  to  pre¬ 
vent  or  to  ailpel  painful  reflection  ;  will  remove  difqui- 
eting  objects  ;  will  prefent  finding  images  \  will 
watch  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  pailion,  will  bear  and 

forbear,  and,  like  the  belt  of  beings,  u  will  overcome 
evil  with  good.” 

She  will  likewife  confider  herfelf  as  entrufted  with 
the  care  of  his  good  name.  His  reputation  is  her 
brighteft  ornament  y  his  honour  is  her  joy,  and  crown 
of  rejoicing.  If  he  is  difgraced,  ihe  is  degraded.  Ev¬ 
ery  inilance  of  mifcondufl;  in  her,  fhe  knows,  glances 
at  him  ;  and  therefore  to  fupport  his  dignity  is  a  pow¬ 
erful  motive  with  her  to  aCi  wifely  and  well.  She  re¬ 
flects,  that  not  only  by  grofs  deviations  from  duty  in 
the  wife,  does  the  hufband  fuller  in  character,  but 
that,  levity,  indifcretion,  carelefsnefs  in  her,  are  an 
imputation  upon  his  undemanding,  and,  in  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  world,  inceflantly  upbraid  him  with  the 
choice  he  has  made,  of  an  help  meet  for  him.”  As 
fhe  would  therefore  compaffionately  nurfe  his  body  in 
pain  and  ficknefs  ;  and  prudently  ftudy  and  watch  his 
temper,  amidft  the  conflict  of  contending  paffions,  fo, 
to  approve  herfeif  what  God  and  nature  meant  her  to 
be,  fhe  will  guard  his  fame,  the  life  of  his  life,  “  as  her 
precious  eye,”  and  thus,  in  every  thing  relating  both 
to  mental  and  bodily  health,  to  private  comfort  and 
public  edimadon,  “  fhe  will  do  him  good,  and  not 
evil,  ali  the  days  of  her  life.” 

But  there  is  fomewhat  dill  dearer,  dill  more  facred 
to  a  man  than  children  or  property,  than  health  or 
reputation,  fomewhat  which,  neglected,  forfeited,  led, 
it  “  will  profit  him  nothing  to  gain  even  the  whole 
world  5”  and  in  the  fecuring  and  promoting  of  which, 
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who  is  fo  qualified  to  minifter  and  aflift  as  her,  Vv7hom 
the  Father  of  mercies  gave  him,  to  be  “  an  help  meet 
for  him  ?”  I  mean, 

IV.  The  falvadon  of  the  immortal  foul.  This  is 
indeed  a  perfonal  concern  ;  an  interefl  which  cannot 
be  transferred  or  communicated.  The  good-will  of 
another  cannot  impart  it ;  the  remifsnefs  of  another 
cannot  defeat  it  :  to  God,  his  great  Matter,  here,  ev¬ 
ery  man  ftandeth  or  falleth,  for  cc  every  one  mutt  give 
account  of  himfelf  to  God.”  But  is  it  not  obvious, 
that  example,  that  reafon,  that  co-operation,  poffefs  a 
mighty  influence  toward  promoting  or  obttrudang 
perfonal  piety,  growth  in  grace,  meetnefs  for  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  ?  Is  the  man  imprefled  with  the 
worth,  with  the  danger  of  his  own  foul  ;  does  he  feel 
66  the  powers  of  a  world  to  come  •/’  is  his  mind  turn¬ 
ed  to  devotion  ;  is  the  love  of  God  fhed  abroad  in  his 
heart  ?  How  will  fuch  imprefiions  be  fixed  and  ftrength- 
ened,  by  endeavouring  to  communicate  them  to  a  be¬ 
loved  objed:,  and  by  receiving  back  the  impreflion, 
heightened  and  improved,  from  that  objed:  ?  How 
much  more  exalted  and  affediing  is  a  fenfe  of  divine 
goodnefs,  when  it  is  beheld  embracing  more  than  one  ! 
when  it  is  feen  conferring  immortality,  eternity,  on 
virtuous  human  affedtions !  what  a  live  coal  applied 
to  devotion,  when  the  folitary  my  Father  and  my  God, 
is  changed  into  the  focial  our  Father  and  our  God ! 
How  is  the  hope  of  glory  ennobled,  extended,  animat¬ 
ed,  by  the  profped:  of  participation  !  “  Here  am  I, 
Holy  Father,  with  her  whom  thou  gavett  me,  to  be 
an  help  meet  for  me.  We  were  one  in  interefl  and  af- 
fedflon  ;  one  in  the  faith  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  piety  ;  our  prayers  afcended  in  one  ftream  of 
incenfe,  and  every  gift  of  thy  providence  and  grace 
was  multiplied  and  fweetened  to  each  by  being  be- 
ftowed  on  the  other.  Sweet  were  our  labours  of  love 
to  our  joint  offspring  ;  fweet  our  united  efforts  to  im¬ 
prove  the  bounty  of  our  common  parent  ;  fweet  the 
fympathies  of  kindred  hearts,  in  ficknefs  and  in  health, 
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in  forVow  and  in  joy,  in  good  and  in  bad  report ;  but 
fweeter  far  the  confolations  of  religion,  the  profpeCt 
of  life  and  immortality  brought  to  light  by  the  gofpel” 
\Ye  come  together  to  receive  the  end  of  our  faith ,  the 
falvation  of  our  fouls  ;  as,  through  grace,  we  have  been 
made  helpers  of  each  other’s  faith*  let  us  be,  eternal¬ 
ly,  helpers  of  each  other’s  joy.” 

Is  the  man,  unhappily,  dead  to  all  fenfe  of  religion  ; 
fwallowed  up  of  time  and  lenfe  ;  is  his  great,  or  only 
inquiry,  “  What  fhall  I  eat,  what  fhall  I  drink,  where¬ 
withal  fhall  I  be  clothed?”  Or,  more  wretched  Hill, 
is  he  delivered  over  to  commit  iniquity  with  greedi- 
nefs,”  “  and  to  glory  in  his  fhame  ?”  What  are  the 
moft  likely  means  of  awakening  him  to  reflection,  of 
reaching  his  confcience,  of  melting  his  heart,  of 
changing  his  conduCt  ?  Preaching  is  vain,  he  turns 
“  a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  the  charmer,  charm  he 
never  fo  wifely  profperity  fofters  pride  and  forget- 
fulnefs  of  God  ;  adverfity  only  hardens  him  the  more  ; 

,  reafon  is  perverted,  paflion  has  acquired  the  afeend- 
ant,  the  power  of  habit  predominates :  but  the  Lord 
God  has  provided  u  an  help  meet  for  him.”  When 
public  inftruCtion  and  foreign  reproof  have  failed, 
the  mind  is  (till  acceflible.  The  unaffected,  unoften- 
tatious  charm  of  genuine  female  piety  is  felt  and  un- 
derftood,  and  becomes  efficacious  ;  the  filent,  unup¬ 
braiding  regret  of  conjugal  tendernefs  fupplies  the 
place  of  a  thoufand  arguments,  and  forces  its  way  to 
the  heart ;  “  the  effectual  fervent  prayer”  of  a  gra¬ 
cious  woman  u  availeth  much  the  “  believing  wife” 
draws  to  the  Redeemer,  with  the  cords  of  love, 
€C  the  unbelieving  hufband fhe  becomes  the  bleffed 
inftrument  of  converting  the  fmner  from  the  error 
of  his  way,  fhe  faves  a  foul  from  death,  fhe  hides  a 
multitude  of  fins,”  and,  in  the  noblefl:  fenfe  of  the 
word,  approves  herfelf  u  an  help  meet”  for  man. 

In  all  thefe  important  refpeCts,  the  original  defign 
of  Eternal  Wifdom,  in  the  formation  of  woman,  is 
plain  and  palpable.  To  have  fulfilled  one  branch  of 
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duty,  and  even  to  have  excelled  in  it,  is  no  exemption 
from  the  obligation  of  the  reft.  The  duties  of  life  and 
of  religion  run  in  a  feries,  one  is  linked  with  another, 
fuppofes  it,  cannot  be  feparated  from  it.  To  no  pur- 
pofe  are  children  well  educated,  if  through  the  indo¬ 
lence,  folly,  or  vice  of  parents,  they  are  launched  into 
the  world  in  doubtful,  diftionourable,  embarrafted  or 
diftrefsfui  circumftances.  What  is  it  to  me,  that  my 
fortune  is  prudently  and  frugally  managed,  if  my  per- 
fon  is  negle&ed,  my  temper  trifled  with,  my  reputa¬ 
tion  facrifked,  “  my  good  name  filched  from  me  Vf 
And  what  is  the  acquisition  of  a  world,  at  the  expenfe 
of  my  foul  ?-— 

Let  it  be  underftood  and  remembered,  that  every 
word  which  has  been  faid  of  the  obligation  laid  on 
woman,  as  an  help  meet’’  for  man,  applies,  with  at 
leaft  equal  propriety  and  force,  to  man,  as  the  helper 
and  friend  of  woman.  Does  he  poflefs  fuperiority  of 
any  kind  ?  It  is  evidently  intended  not  to  opprefs,  but 
to  fupport.^  His  greater  ftrength  is  given  for  her  pro- 
teftion  ;  his  more  vigorous  or  profound  powers  of 
thought  are  defigned  to  be  her  inftructor  and  guide. 
Whatever  advantage,  real  or  apparent,  each  may  have 
above  the  other,  Providence  clearly  wills  to  be  employ¬ 
ed  for  the  comfort  and  benefit  of  the  other.  A  con¬ 
tention  of  mutual  affe&ion,  beneficence,  forbearance,, 
forgivenefs,  is  the  only  ftrife  which  nature,  reafon  and 
decency  permit  to  this  ftate  and  relation. 

We  proceed  to  illuftrate  female  utility  and  import¬ 
ance  in  focial  life,  by  certain  noted  examples  from 
the  facred  record.  May  God  fmile  on  every  attempt 
to  communicate  ufeful  truth.  Amen, 
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And  Deborah  a  prophetefs ,  the  wife  of  Lapidoth ,  jhe 
judged  Ifrael  at  that  time .  And  Jhe  dwelt  under  the 
palm-tree  of  Deborah ,  between  Ramah  and  Beth-el  in 
mount  Ephraim  :  and  the  children  of  Ifrael  came  up  to 
her  for  judgment . 

The  unremitting  attention  paid  by  a  wife  and  gra¬ 
cious  Providence  to  the  affairs  of  men,  affords  equal 
matter  of  wonder  and  gratitude,  with  the  aftonifhing 
power  and  fkill  difplayed  in  the  firft  formation  of  this 
great  univerfe.  Let  us  fuppofe  the  care  of  that  Prov¬ 
idence  for  a  little  while  fufpended,  and  the  world  left 
to  itfelf.  Who  is  not  (hocked  in  looking  forward  to 
the  probable,  the  certain  confequences  of  that  remif- 
fion  ?  Behold  inftantly  the  bars  of  the  vaft  abyfs  burft 
afunder,  and  “  hell  itfelf  breathing  forth  deftruftion 
to  mankind.”  Behold  the  prince  of  the  pov^er  of 
the  air  reigning  and  raging  without  control.  Behold 
chaos  and  ancient  night  refuming  their  murky  em¬ 
pire,  and  darknefs  covering  the  face  of  the  deep ; 
earth  and  air  confounded ;  nature  convulfed  by  the 
fury  of  contending  elements,  unreftrained  by  law 
univerfal  confufion  and  wild  uproar  prevailing. 

Alas, 
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Alas,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  date  the  fuppofition  fo 
high.  To  conceive  the  wretchednefs  of  mankind, 
deprived  of  the  condant,  fuperintending  care  of  Heav¬ 
en,  it  is  needlefs  to  let  lool’e  the  demons  of  the  bot- 
tomlefs  pit ;  it  is  needlefs  to  unbridle  the  fury  of  the 
ocean,  or  to  affill  the  roaring  winds  in  blowing  up 
the  fire  into  a  hotter  flame.  Under  the  Jlightcft  alter¬ 
ation  of  the  eftablilhed  order  of  things,  all  nature 
languifhes.  Remove,  for  a  moment,  the  all-ruling, 
all-fupporting  hand  of  the  great  Father  of  the  univerfe, 
and  lo,  this  fair  and  fertile  region  is  overwhelmed 
with  an  inundation,  and  that ,  is  burned  to  one  pumice- 
done,  by  the  force  of  celedial  or  fubterraneous  fire. 
Here  arifes,  a  race  all  males,  like  the  fabled  generation 
of  warriors  which  fprung  from  the  ferpent’s  teeth, 
armed  at  all  points  for  mutual  dedrudtion  and  daugh¬ 
ter  ;  and  there,  a  nation  of  timid,  defencelefs  females, 
inviting  violence  and  infult.  But  under  that  uninter¬ 
rupted  divine  fuperintendence  all  goes  on  well ;  there 
is  no  fchifm  in  the  body  ;  every  thing  is  found  in  its 
place,  every  thing  performs  its  function.  The  exact¬ 
ed:  proportion  between  male  and  female  births  is  pre- 
ferved  ;  the  robuder  frame  is  dill  found  united  to  the 
ftronger  mental  faculties  ;  the  delicacy  of  the  feminine 
form  indicates,  to  the  very  eye,  the  fofter,  gentler 
qualities  of  the  fpirit  which  inhabits  it ;  and  nature  af- 
figns  to  each  the  limits  of  duty,  and  the  fphere  of  ufe- 
fulnefs  and  exertion. 

But  the  great  God  is  pleafed  to  make  himfelf  known, 
not  only  by  general  conformity  to  edablifhed  laws,  but 
by  occafional  deviation  from  them.  That  the  fons  of 
men  may  know,  it  is  according  to  his  high  will,  that 
all  creatures  are,  and  think,  and  aft. 

The  hidory,  which  this  evening  comes  under  our 
review,  exhibits  a  new  thing  in  the  annals  of  human 
natUi  v  $  afferts  the  fovereignty  of  the  Mod  Hmh  over 
all  perfons  and  events  ;  places  the  female  ch~ara£ter 
and  importance  in  a  new,  a  driking,  and  a  refpe&a- 

ble  point  of  view ;  and  thereby  admonifhes  the  one 
Vol.  VI.  C  ' 
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fex  to  think  of  their  own  natural  general  fuperiority 
with  deference,  affe&ion  and  honour  to  the  manly  ex¬ 
cellencies  of  the  female  mind,  when  cultivated  by  a 
proper  education,  directed  to  a  worthy  objeft,  and 
roufed  into  exertion  by  a  great  and  worthy  occafion. 
Hitherto  we  have  feen  wife  and  good  women,  in  the 
retired  vale  of  domeftic  life,  their  proper  and  peculiar 
fphere  ;  Sarah  co-operating,  in  the  duties  of  hofpital- 
ity,  with  her  venerable  lord  ;  Rebekah  refrefhing 
the  weary  traveller  and  the  thirfty  camel  with  water 
from  the  well,  as  they  went  on  their  way  ;  Rachel 
and  the  feven  daughters  of  Jethro  tending  their  fa¬ 
ther’s  flocks,  and  making  them  to  lie  down  under 
the  (hade  at  noon ;  Miriam  leading  the  feftive  dance 
and  fong,  in  celebrating  the  loving-kindnefs  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  triumphs  of  Ifrael ;  and  Rahab  giving 
Ihelter  to  the  perfecuted  fpies,  and  providing  for  the 
fafety  of  her  father’s  houfe. 

But  we  are  now  to  contemplate  female  genius  and 
talents  forcing  their  way  to  public  obfervation,  and  to 
everlafting  renown  :  eclipfmg  mafculine  fagacity  and 
fortitude  ;  the  infpirer  and  the  example  of  generous 
patriotifin  and  martial  prowefs.  We  are  to  contem¬ 
plate  feminine  warmth  and  eagernefs,  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  prophetic  infpiration,  and  blended  with  the 
dignity  and  integrity  of  the  judgment  feat ;  female 
fpirit,  giving  breath  to  the  bloody  trumpet  of  war, 
directing  the  movements  of  the  embattled  hoft,  wak¬ 
ing  into  facred,  poetic  rapture,  and  adapting  the  joy¬ 
ful  ftrains  of  victory,  to  the  mufical  founds  of  the  liv¬ 
ing  lyre. 

Ifrael  had  now  enjoyed  a  bleffed  repofe  of  four- 
fcore  years  ;  and  are  again  corrupted  by  eafe  and 
profperity.  Their  national  character  and  conduct, 
are  a  ftriking  reprefentalion  of  thole,  of  many  indi¬ 
viduals,  whom  we  are  daily  meeting  with  in  the 
world  ;  who  are  capable  of  bearing  neither  profperity 
nor  adverfity  ;  whom  it  is  impoffible  to  ferve  or  to 
fave  ;  who  by  their  perverfenefs  or  folly,  are  perpet- 
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ually  undoing  the  kindeft  defigns,  and  counteracting 
the  moft  vigorous  efforts  of  their  friends  in  their  be¬ 
half,  and  whom,  at  length,  friends  are  conftrained  to 
abandon  in  defpair.  Well  has  Nchemiah,  their  coun¬ 
tryman,  deferibed  this  chara&er,  and  difplayed  the 
patience  and  long-fuffering  of  God,  in  that  recapitu¬ 
lation  of  their  hiffory,  addrefled  folemnly  to  Heaven, 
in  the  ninth  chapter  of  his  book  ;  u  .And  they  took 
ftrong  cities,  and  a  fat  land,  and  poffeffed  houfes  full 
of  all  goods,  wells  digged,  vineyards  and  olive-yards 
and  fruit-trees  in  abundance.  So  they  did  eat,  and 
were  filled,  and  became  fat,  and  delighted  themfelves 
in  thy  great  goodnefs.  Neverthelefs,  they  were  difo- 
bedient,  and  rebelled  againfl  thee,  and  caff  thy  law 
behind  their  backs,  and  flew  thy  prophets  which  tefti- 
fied  againfl  them  to  turn  them  to  thee,  and  they 
wrought  great  provocations.  Therefore  thou  deliver- 
edft  them  into  the  hand  of  their  enemies,  who  vexed 
them  :  and  in  the  time  of  their  trouble,  when  they 
cried  unto  thee,  thou  heardefl  them  from  heaven ; 
and  according  to  thy  manifold  mercies  thou  gavefl 
them  faviours,  who  laved  them  out  of  the  hand  of 
their  enemies.  But  after  they  had  reft,  they  did  evil 
again  before  thee  :  therefore  lefteft  thou  them  in  the 
hand  of  their  enemies,  fo  that  they  had  the  dominion 
over  them  ;  yet  when  they  returned  and  cried  unto 
thee,  thou  heardefl  them  from  heaven,  and  many 
times  didfl  thou  deliver  them,  according  to  thy  mer¬ 
cies  ;  and  teftifiedft  againfl  them,  that  thou  mightefl 
bring  them  again  unto  thy  law  :  yet  they  dealt  proud¬ 
ly,  and  hearkened  not  unto  thy  commandments,  but 
finned  againfl  thy  judgments,  which  if  a  man  do,  he 
fnall  live  in  them ;  and  withdrew  the  fhoulder,  and 
hardened  their  neck,  and  would  not  hear.  Yet  many 
years  didfl  thou  forbear  them,  and  teftifiedft  againfl 
them  by  thy  Spirit  in  thy  prophets :  yet  would  they 
not  give  ear :  therefore  gaveft  thou  them  into  the 
hand  of  the  people  of  the  lands.  Neverthelefs,  for 
thy  great  mercies  fake  thou  didfl  not  utterly  confume 

^  2  thern^ 
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them,  nor  forfake  them ;  for  thou  art  a  gracious  and 
merciful  God.”* 

If  we  are  to  judge  of  the  atrocity  of  the  offence  com¬ 
mitted  on  the  oceafion  before  us,  from  the  feverity  of 
the  punifhment,  the  length  of  its  duration,  and  the 
violence  of  their  oppreftor,  we  mu  ft  conclude  it  to 
have  been  uncommonly  grievous  :  for  the  Lord  fold 
them  into  the  hand  of  Jabin  king  of  Canaan,  part  of 
whofe  formidable  hoft  confifted  of  nine  hundred  char¬ 
iots  of  iron  ;  and  who  for  “  twenty  years  together 
mightily  opprelTed  the  children  of  Ifrael.”  Calamity 
is  peculiarly  oppreflive,  when  it  is  embittered  with  the 
refle&ion,  that  it  might  have  been  prevented  }  that  it 
is  the  native  fruit  of  our  own  doings  :  and  with  find¬ 
ing  the  wretched  affociates  of  our  guilt  the  wretched 
partakers  of  our  woe. 

Hope  feems  quite  extinguifhed  in  Ifrael.  Not  one 
man  of  common  fpirit,  in  the  courfe  of  twenty  years 
oppreffion,  appears  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of  his  coun¬ 
try’s  wrongs,  and  generoufly  prompted  to  hazard  his 
life  in  removing,  or  avenging  them.  But  the  caufe  of 
the  church  of  God  is  never  to  be  defpaired  of.  Its 
emblem  is,  “  the  bufh  burning,  but  not  confumed.” 
Its  motto,  cc  caft  down,  but  not  deftroyed.”  And 
whither  are  our  eyes,  at  this  time,  directed  to  behold 
the  faviour  of  a  finking  country  ?  Behold  the  refidue 
of  the  Spirit  is  upon  the  head  of  a  woman  ;  the  facred 
flame  of  public  fpirit,  fmothered  and  dead  in  each 
manly  breaft,  yet  glows  in  a  female  bofom  ;  and  the 
tribunal  of  judgment,  deferted  by  mafciiline  virtue  and 
ability,  is  honourably  and  ufefully  filled  by  feminine 
fenfibility,  difcernment,  honefty  and  zeal.  “  And 
Deborah  aprophetefs,  the  wife  of  Lapidoth,  fhe  judg¬ 
ed  Ifrael  at  that  time.”f  She  was  a  wife  and  a  moth¬ 
er  in  Ifrael,  and  fuch  a  wife  is  a  crown  to  her  huf- 
band,  fuch  a  mother,  the  glory  and  pride  of  her  chil¬ 
dren  ;  but  her  great,  her  capacious  foul  embrac¬ 
ed  more  than  Jner  own  family,  aimed  at  the  happi- 

nefs 
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aefs  of  thoufands,  fweetly  blended  public  with  pri¬ 
vate  virtue.  Is  it  unreafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  dif- 
creet  and  wife  management  of  her  own  houfehold,  firfl 
procured  her  the  public  notice  and  efteern  :  and  that 
the  prudent  deportment  of  the  matron,  parted  by  a  nat¬ 
ural  and  eafy  tranfition  into  the  fandity  of  the  proph- 
etefs,  and  the  gravity  and  authority  of  the  judge  ? 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  reputation  which  is  not  eftablifh- 
ed  on  the  bafis  of  perfonal  goodnefs,  like  a  houfe 
built  upon  the  fand,  mult  fpeedily  fink,  and  fall  to 
pieces. 

Hitherto,  we  have  feen  only  “  holy  men  of  God 
fpeaking  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.” 
But  the  great  Jehovah  is  no  refpeder  of  perfons  or 
fexes :  u  the  fecret  of  the  Cord  is  with  them  that 
fear  him,  and  he  lheweth  unto  them  his  holy  cove¬ 
nant.”  The  fimple  dignity  of  her  unadorned,  unaf- 
fuming  ftate,  is  beautifully  reprefented  :  cc  She  dwelt 
under  the  palm-tree  of  Deborah,  between  Ramah  and 
Beth-el,  in  Mount  Ephraim  :  and  the  children  of  Ifra- 
el  came  up  to  her  for  judgment.”*  Behold  a  female 
mind  exalted  above  the  pageantry  and  pride  of  exter¬ 
nal  appearance  ;  not  deriving  confequence  from  the 
fplendour  of  her  attire,  the  charms  of  her  perfon,  o.r 
the  number  of  her  retinue,  but  from  the  affability  of 
her  manners,  the  purity  of  her  character,  the  facred- 
nefs .  of  her  office,  the  impartiality  of  her  condud, 
the  importance  of  her  public  fervices ;  not  wander¬ 
ing  from  place  to  place,  hunting  after  a  little 
empty  applaufe,  but  fought  unto  of  all  Ifrael  for 
the  eminency,  and  extenfive  utility  of  her  talents 
and  her  virtues.  Her  canopy  of  ftate  was  the 
fhade  of  the  palm-tree,  her  rule  of  judgment  the  law 
and  the  teftimony  of  the  living  God  ;  her  motive,  the 
infpiration  of  the  Almighty ;  her  aim  and  end,  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  her  people  ;  her  re¬ 
ward,  the  teftimony  of  a  good  confcience,  the  refpect 
of  a  grateful  nation,  the  admiration  of  future  genera¬ 
tions, 
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tions?  the  fmiles  of  approving  Heaven.  What  are, 
compared  to  thefe,  the  ermined  robe,  the  ivory  icep- 
tre,  the  chair  of  flate,  the  glittering  diadem  ! 

But  alas  !  what  availeth  the  molt  upright  and  im¬ 
partial  adminiftration  of  juftice,  among  a  people  en* 
flaved  in  the  extreme,  groaning  under  a  foreign  yoke, 
holding  liberty,  property  and  life,  by  the  wretched 
tenure  of  a  tyrant's  caprice  ?  The  ardent  foul  of  Deb¬ 
orah  afpires  at  nothing  fhort  of  a  total  emancipation 
of  her  bleeding  country  from  thefe  inglorious  chains. 
And  like  a  true  prophetefs  of  the  living  and  true  God, 
flie  engages  in  this  noble  and  generous  enterprife, 
not  with  the  zeal  of  an  enthufraft,  not  in  an  idle,  inac¬ 
tive  reliance  on  fupernatural  affiftance ;  but  in  the 
honefl  confidence  of  a  good  caufe,  the  diligent  ufe  of 
the  mod  promifmg  means,  and  ultimate  dependence 
on  the,  bleffing  of  Him  “  who  worketh  all  things  after 
the  counfel  of  his  will.” 

The  character  of  this  illuftrious  heroine,  grows  up¬ 
on  us  as  we  proceed  ;  and  exhibits  a  picture  of  fe¬ 
male  excellence,  to  which  her  own  fex  may  look  with 
emukition  and  honefl  pride,  and  ours,  with  admira¬ 
tion  and  efteem,  unmixed  with  envy.  An  ordinary 
woman,  in  her  place,  and  poffeffed  of  her  advantages, 
would  probably  have  aimed  at  the  foie  reputation  of 
having  delivered  her  country.  But  when  a  military 
operation  is  to  be  fet  on  foot,  for  the  attainment  oi 
this  end,  with  the  modeft  referve  becoming  her  fex, 
fhe  fatisfies  hevfelf  with  advifing  only.  When  the 
fivord  of  Ifrael  is  to  be  drawn,  let  it  be  wielded  by 
manly  hands  ;  let  Barak  come  in  for  a  fhare  of  the 
danger,  the  labour,  and  the  praife.  She  is  to  be  the 
directing  head,  and  he  the  aftive  hand.  But  what 
was  the  broken  flrength  of  two  of  the  leafl  of  the 
tribes  of  Ifrael  ?  What  were  ten  thoufand  men  to 
carry  on  oflenfive  war  againll  a  power  which  could 
employ  nine  hundred  chariots  of  iron  as  part  of  his 
force  ?  What  rnufl  have  been  the  number  of  infantry 
that  correfponded  to  this  formidable  armament  r  For 

fuch 
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fuch  a  handful  of  men  to  appear  in  arms*  was  to  pro¬ 
voke  their  own  fate,  not  to  ferve  their  bleeding  coun¬ 
try  ;  it  was  to  roufe  their  haughty  opprefl'ors  into  more 
violent  rage  and  cruelty, not  to  attack  them  with  a  prob¬ 
ability  of  fuccefs.  1  he  force  called  for  by  the  proph- 
etefs,  fay  divine  appointment,  was  thus  fmall,  that  the 
glory  of  all,  in  the  iffue,  might  be  afcribed  folely  to 
God  :  and  it  was  thus  great,  to  teach  mankind,  that, 
as  they  hope  to  profper,  their  own  exertions  mud 
co-operate  with  the  influence  of  over-ruling  Provi¬ 
dence. 

Such  was  either  the  general  defpondency  that  pre¬ 
vailed  in  Ifrael  at  that  dark  period,  or  fuch  the  gener¬ 
al  confidence  repofed  in  Deborah,  that  Barak  accepts 
the  commiflion  given  him,  and  confents  to  head  the 
forces  of  his  country  into  the  held,  under  the  exprefs 
condition  that  their  prophetefs  and  judge  would  be 
his  companion  and  diredtrefs  in  the  warfare.  To  this 
ilie  yields  a  cordial  aflfent,  and  cheerfully  engages  to 
take  part  in  all  that  regarded  the  public  fervice,  wheth¬ 
er  counfel  or  refolution  were  needful  to  carry  it  on. 
She  would  not,  could  it  with  propriety  be  avoided, 
become  a  leader  in  arms,  but  feels  no  reludtance,  is 
confcious  of  no  fear,  when  attending  the  captain  of  the 
Lord’s  hod  into  “  the  valley  of  decifion.”  It  is 
pleafant  to  obferve  how  the  manly  virtues,  properly 
modified  and  corrected,  may  be  adopted  into  the  fe¬ 
male  character,  not  only  without  giving  offence,  but 
fo  as  to  communicate  the  highed  fatisfadtion  and  win 
approbation  ;  and  how,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fofteft 
of  the  female  graces,  may,  without  finking  the  manly 
character,  without  exciting  contempt,  become  a  fhadc 
to  the  bolded,  hardieft  mafculine  qualities.  Courage 
has  been  reckoned  an  attribute  peculiar  to  men  ;  but 
it  is  eafy  to  conceive  it  fo  railed,  and  fo  expreflfed,  and 
fo  exerted,  as  to  be  not  only  pardonable  in,  but  highly 
ornamental  to,  woman.  “  A  hen  gathering  her  chick¬ 
ens  under  her  wings,”  is  a  picture  not  only  of  mater¬ 
nal  tendernefs,  but  of  the  mod  undaunted  intrepidity. 

“  A 
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<c  A  bear  bereaved  of  her  whelps,”  is  not  more  fierce 
and  more  fearlefs.  A  mother  defying  the  danger  of 
the  peltilential  air  which  fhe  inhales  from  her  fmitten 
chud ;  a  mother  flying  as  a  lionefs  on  the  brutal 
wi  etch  who  dared  to  crufh  her  little  darling ;  how 
dignified,  wnat  a  noble  creature  lhe  is  !  A  tender  vir¬ 
gin  ftirred  up  into  holy  indignation  at  hearing  her  ab- 
fent  friend  tiaduced  by  the  tongue  of  malevolence, 
forgetting  herfelf  for  a  moment,  to  repel  the  barba¬ 
rous  infult.  O  it  is  a  diforder  fo  lovely,  that  it  al- 
moft  deferves  to  be  damped  with  the  name  of  virtue. 
To  fee  Deborah  quitting  her  feat  under  the  palm-tree, 
to  attend  Barak  to  the  top  of  Mount  Tabor,  when  the 
enemies  of  her  God  and  of  her  country  are  to  be  en¬ 
gaged  and  fubdued ;  what  heart  does  not  catch  fire 
iioin  her  heroic  ardour  !  what  tongue  can  withhold 
its  tribute  of  praife  ! 

While  Deborah,  without  hefitation,  agrees  to  ac¬ 
company  Barak  to  the  high  places  of  the  field,  by 
virtue  of  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  which  was  upon  her, 
fhe  informs  him  that  the  glory  he  fhould  obtain,  was 
to  fuffer  confiderable  diminution,  not  only  by  her  par¬ 
ticipation  of  it,  but  alfo  by  the  communication  of  it 
to  another  woman,  for  whom  Providence  had  referv- 
ed  the  honour  of  putting  the  lajfl  hand  to  this  ardu¬ 
ous  undertaking.  Indeed  this  feems  to  be  a  crifis,  in 
the  hiftory  of  human  nature,  at  which  Providence  in¬ 
tended  to  exhibit  the  powers  of  the  female  mind  in 
all  their  force  and  all  their  extent  ;  intended  to 
reprefent  the  fex  in  every  fituation  that  can  create  ef- 
teem,  infpire  love,  command  refped,  or  awaken  ter¬ 
ror.  The  united  fpirits  and  achievements  of  Debo¬ 
rah,  and  Jael  the  wife  of  Heber,  feem  to  comprehend 
the  whole  compafs  of  the  feminine  character  in  its 
more  extraordinary  feelings  and  exertions  ;  and  in 
the  difplaying  the  condud  of  thefe  two  individuals, 
roufe  our  attention  to  the  whole  fex,  as  the  moll 
warm,  Heady  and  affedionate  of  friends,  or  the  mod 
formidable,  dangerous  and  determined  of  enemies. 

But 
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But  wc  mull  not  bring  forward,  botb  at  once*  We 
conclude  with  a  reflection  or  two,  on  what  has  been 
ftmgefted  from  the  hiftory  of  Deborah. 

L  It  expofes  the  folly  of  defpifing  or  undervaluing 
any  defeription  of  our  fellow-creatures  in  the  lump. 
All  national  reflections  are  founded  in  ignorance  and 
folly  ;  and  the  defpiiers  have  often  paid  dear  for  their 
infolence  and  prefunrption.  The  illiberal  abufe  fo  in- 
diferiminately  poured  upon  the  gentler  lex,  is  of  the 
fame  nature.'  It  generally  comes  from  men  fomefehing 
worfe  than  the  worll  part  of  womankind.  The  truly 
fenfible,  and  the  truly  brave,  entertain  far  better  and 
far  more  juft  fentiments  of  female  utility  and  import¬ 
ance  in  the  fcale  of  being  ;  and  are  ever  difpofed  to 
alcribe  to  female  capacity  and  worth,  more  than 
female  modefty  and  wildom  are  difpofed  to  af- 
fume,  or  even  to  receive.  No  good  man  ever  wi fil¬ 
ed  to  fee  the  female  character  undervalued  or  de¬ 
graded  ;  and  perhaps  very  few  good  women  have  ever 
violently  coveted  lfations  and  employments  which  be¬ 
long  peculiarly  to  men.  Bpt  as  nature  delights  in 
producing  variety,  as  well  as  uniformity,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  if  we  fometimes  meet  with  men  more 
filly,  timid  and  frivolous,  than  the  moft  inftgnificant 
of  the  other  fex ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  women  as 
daring,  as  enlightened,  as  magnanimous,  as  public- 
fpirited  as  the  fitft  among  mankind.  The  rivalfhip, 
however,  and  competition  of  the  fexes,  is  altogether 
ridiculous  and  abfurd.  Each  has  its  diftinft,  and 
both  have  their  conjoined  dignity  and  ufefulnefs — and 
mutual  conceflion  is  the  trueft  wifdom  in  the  one  and 
in  the  other. 

But,  II.  however  weak  and  contemptible  the  inftru- 
ment  were  in  itfelf,  from  the  hand  that  wields  it,  it  be¬ 
comes  mighty  and  refpeftable  :  and  the  hiftory  before 
us  becomes,  and  that  nat  darkly,  a  typical  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  which  was  “  to  the  Jews 
a  ftumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks  fooliflmefs.” 
Pride  and  feif-fufficiency  frnile  at  the  idea  of  a  female 

prophet, 
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FtidaiT  a  f  JUd£e’  a  female  Poet>  a  female  pol- 

J,  an, ^  female  warrior ;  and  yet,  in  truth,  women 

andwithVi-  0ffiClS’  W“h  Credit  t0  theinfelves, 

and  with  Jatisfaftion  to  the  public.  And  “who  hath 

deaf6  S  fm?Uth  ?  or  who  maketh  the  dumb  or 
caf  01  the  feeing,  or  the  blind?”  In  the  honoured 

hn  of  hoie  who  “  through  faith  fubdued  kingdoms 

vroug.it^  nghteoufnefs,  obtained  promifes,  ftopped 

r^“°'f  hs  °.1  ilorf  quenched  the  violence  of  fire, 
caped  the  edge  of  the  fword,  out  of  weaknefs  were 
made  ftrong ,  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  turned  to  flight 
the  armies  of  the  aliens,”  femaknames  too  ftandfe! 
cornea  with  commendation  and  renown.  And  “  what 
«  “°?*  °!ma"»  but  what  thou  had  firft  received  ?» 

*  Gcd  hf\ chofen  the  foolifli  things  of  the  world 
io  comound  the  wife  ;  and  God  hath  chofen  the  weak 
things  01  the  world  to  confound  the  things  which  ar<- 
mighty  ;  and  bale  things  of  the  world/  and  things 
wmeh  are  defpifed  hatn  God  chofen,  yea,  and  thin/s 

r!'/h  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things  that  are’: 
tnat  no  flefh  fhomd  glory  in  his  prefence.” 

III.  As  the  great  Ruler  of  the  world  never  can  want 
an  mdrument  to  fave,  fo  he  is  always  provided  with 
m  If  rumen  ts  to  punifli.  “He  is  wife  in  heart  and 
mighty  in  drength ;  who  hath  hardened  himfelf 
agamic,  him  and  hath  profpered  ?”  The  haughtied  of 
monarchs  is  at  length  condrained  to  “  praife  and  extol 
and  honour  the  King  of  heaven,  all  whofe  works  are 
truth,  and  his  ways  judgment,  and  thofe  that  walk 
m  price  ne  is  able  to  abafe.”  «  By  a  ftrong  hand  and 
dretched-out  arm,”  Pharaoh  is  at  length  compelled 
to  “  let  Ifrael  go.”  “  Humble”  then  “  thyfelf,”  O 
man,  “under  his  mighty  hand.”  “Be  wife  now,  O  ye 
Kings,  be  iniuucfed,  ye  judges  of  the  earth,  ferve  the 
Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice  with  trembling,” 

The  next  Lefture  will  carry  on  the  hidorv  of  Debo¬ 
rah,  in  connexion  with  that  of  Jael.  I  conclude  the 
prefent,  with  calling  on  the  female  part  of  mv  audi-  ' 
ence  to  blefs  Gou,  that  while  he  has  carried  fome  of 

their 
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their  fex  through  the  molt  arduous  employments, 
rnoft  eminent  ftations,  and  moft  hazardous  enterprifes, 
not  only  with  fafety,  but  with  applaufe,  he  is  pleafed, 
in  general,  to  put  their  talents  and  their  virtues  to  a 
trial  lefs  fevere  ;  and  let  them  remember,  that  alter 
all  which  has  been,  or  may  be  laid,  in  praife  of  ihc 
few  who  have  added  wifely  and  well  upon  the  puoiic 
theatre,  to  the  generality,  “  the  poll  of  honour,  is  a 
private  ftation,” 
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fhen  Jael,  Heber’s  wife,  took  a  nail  of  the  tent ,  and  took 
an  hammer  in  her  hand ,  and  wentfoftly  unto  him ,  and 
fmote  the  nail  mto  his  temples ,  and  fajlened  it  into  the 
Z^om  .  (for  he  was  fajl  ajleep ,  and  weary )  fo  he 
died.  And  behold,  ay  Barak  purfued  Sifera,  Jael  came 
out  to  meet  him,  and  faid  unto  him.  Come,  and  I  will 
pew  thee  the  man  whom  thoufeeke/l.  And  when  he 
came  into  her  tent,  behold,  Sifera  lay  dead,  and  the  nail 
was  m  his  temples.  So  God  fubdued  on  that  day  Jabin 
the  king  of  Canaan  before  the  children  oflfrael. 

WlIEN  we  confider  how  frequent,  how  violent,  and 
how  hidden  are  the  transitions  from  condition  to  con¬ 
dition  m  human  life,  pride  appears  to  be  a  myfteryof 
folly,  below  contempt.  To  behold  a  rational  being 
aliuming  confequence  on  an  empty,  unmeaning  title - 
or  from  the  poffefiion  of  a  little  wealth,  that  bird  of 
panage,  eternally  on  the  wing ;  or  from  beauty  and 
Itrength,  which  accident  or  difeafe  may  blaft  in  a  mo¬ 
ment,  and  which  the  lapfe  of  a  very  few  years  certain¬ 
ly  will  impair  ;  to  behold  a  man  putting  confidence  in 
princes,  or  feeding  on  the  applaufe  of  a  multitude  :  to 
hear  him  faying  to  himfelf,  “  Soul,  take  thy  reft  ; 
thou  haft  much  goods  laid  up  for  many  years.”  “  My 

mountain 
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mountain  ftandeth  ftrong  ;■  I  lhall  never  be  moved." 
All  this  is  calculated  to  excite  derifion,  not  refentment  -y 
and  when  reafon  and  experience  ponder  what  the  end 
may  be,  anger  finks  into  pity.  Not  only  is  frail  man 
every  moment  at  the  mercy  of  a  Being,  almighty  to 
fave  and  to  deftroy  $  but  the  proudeft  and  mightieft  is 
every  moment  in  the  power  of  the  weakeft  and  mean- 
eft  of  hi*  fellow-creatures.  The  tongue  of  the  wretch 
whom  thou  defpifeft,  may  ruin  thy  reputation  for  ever. 
The  crawling  inl'eft  in  thy  path  is  armed  with  deadly 
poifon  againft  thy  life.  That  nodding  wall  threatens 
to  crulh  thee  to  pieces.  Arm  thee  at  all  points,  as 
well  as  thou  canft,  malice  or  hatred,  envy  or  revenge 
will  ftill  find  fome  part  unguarded  ;  and,  bleeding  to 
death,  thou  {halt  find  thou  wert  not  invulnerable. 

Thofe  who  are  diftinguifhed  by  their  rank,  their 
abilities,  or  their  virtues,  attraft  the  notice  of  many 
obfervers,  and  create  to  themfelves  many  open  and 
many  more  fecret  enemies.  The  hiftory  of  Sifera,  the 
captain  of  the  hoft  of  Jabin,  king  of  Canaan,  is  a 
ftriking  illuftration  of  moll  of  thefe  remarks.  In  him, 
we  fee  a  man  rendered  infolent  by  fuccefs,  intoxicat¬ 
ed  with  profperity,  betrayed  into  difgrace  through  con¬ 
fidence  of  viftory,  the  dupe  of  confidence  in  his  own 
ftrength,  and  then  the  viftim  of  confidence,  equally  un¬ 
wife,  in  the  fidelity  and  attachment  of  a  ftranger.  We 
behold  him  in  the  morning,  advancing  to  the  unequal 
conflift  at  the  head  of  a  mighty  and  hitherto  invinci¬ 
ble  hoft  ;  in  the  evening,  a  bleeding  corpfe,  fallen  in- 
glorioully  by  the  hand  of  a  woman. 

Deborah,  the  prophetefs  of  Ifrael,  having  transfufed 
the  patriotic  ardour  of  her  foul  into  Barak,  not  only 
directs  him  what  he  fhould  do,  but  offers  herfelf  as  the 
companion  of  the  expedition  which  Ihe  had  planned. 
With  ten  thoufand  men  of  the  tribes  of  Zebulun  and 
Naphtali  under  his  command,  Barak  takes  polfeffion 
of  Mount  Tabor,  meaning  to  aft  only  on  the  defen- 
five,  till  Providence  fhould  point  out  an  occafion  of  aft- 
ing  to  advantage.  The  ralhnefs  and  impetuofity  of 

Sifera 
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Silera  foon  prefented  him  with  fuch  an  opportunity, 
uu  aged  to  think  that  an  enemy  fo  often  difcomfited 
jo  long  opprefled,  fo  broken  by  calamity,  Ihould  pre- 
unjeto  make  headagainft  their  lordly  makers,  he  col¬ 
lects  the  whole  of  his  vaft  ftrength,  and  inverts  the 

mountain,  determined  to  crulh  the  puny  infurretlion 
at  one  blow. 

1  he  fagacious  judge,  and  divinely  infpired  prophet- 
eis  or  Ifrael,  obferves  the  feafon  to  be  favourable,  ob- 
iei  ves  that  the  unwieldy  army  of  the  Canaanites  was 
icady  to  fall  m  pieces  by  its  own  weight,  that  their 
vain  confidence  was  deftroying  them,  and  that,  above 
all.  Heaven  was  propitious.  She  gives  the  fignal  of 
attack,  and  lo,  “  one  chafes  a  thoufand,  and  ten  put 
,ten  thoufand  to  flight.”  The  caufe  was  of  God,  and 
it  proipers :  and  the  mighty  hand  and  out-ftretched 
arm  of  Jehovah,  once  more  alferts  Ifrael  into  liberty 

Whatever  praife  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  conduct  of 
Barak  on  this  _  occafion,  and  to  the  intrepidity  of  his 
little  army,  it  is  evident,  from  fome  expreffions  in  the 
long  of  praife,  compofed  in  celebration  of  the  victory 
that  the  defeat  of  the  Canaanites  was  in  part,  at  lead: 
miraculous.  “  They  fought  from  heaven.”  “  The 
fears  m  their  courfes,”  it  is  faid,  fought  againll  Sife- 
ra.”  By  “  the  liars”  fome  interpreters  underftand 
^  tne  ctHgels  of  Goa,  who  are  fometimes  deligned  by 
that  name.  Jofephus  takes  the  words  in  a  different 
fenie,  and  affirms,  that  an  extraordinary  llorm  of  rain, 
mixed  with  hail,  blinded  the  eyes  of  the  Canaanites, 
and  drove  back  their  darts  upon  their  own  heads.  The 
Rabbins,  with  flill  lefs  appearance  of  probability,  al¬ 
lege,  that  certain  conftellations  of  a  peftilential  influ¬ 
ence,  con  fumed  the  army  of  Sifera,  burnt  them  up 
with  thine,  and  drove  them  for  reirefhment  to  the 
brook  Kifhon,  where  they  were  met  in  a  languid,  en« 
feebltd  ilate,  by  the  troops  oi  Deborah  and  Barak, 
and  put  to  the  fword.  i  he  expedition  from  firft  to 
icifl,  was  witnout  controverfy  conducted  and  crowned 
by  hand  of  Providence.  But  the  narration  of  the 
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event,  on  the  facred  page,  is  too  general  and  concife, 
to  enable  us  to  pronounce  with  confidence,  where  the 
province  of  human  fagacity  and  valour  ended  ;  and 
where  the  interpofition  of  Heaven  began. 

However  it  were,  the  victory  was  complete  ;  the 
enemy  was  totally  routed  and  put  to  the  edge  of  the 
fword  ;  the  commander  in  chief  alone  efcapes  the 
universal  carnage  of  the  field  ;  and  he,  who  a  little 
before  had  nine  hundred  chariots  of  iron  at  his  difpof- 
al,  fees  himfelf  (tripped  of  all,  and  is  conftrained  to 
confult  his  fafety  by  flight.  A  prince  without  fub- 
jects,  and  a  general  without  an  army,  Ihrink  into  poor, 
wretched,  folitary  individuals,  the  more  to  be  pitied, 
from  the  giddy  height  whence  they  have  fallen. 

The  hiftory  drops  the  myriads  which  compofed  the 
army  of  Sifera,  into  a  filent  grave  ;  and  purfues  the 
fad  tale  of  the  unhappy  man  himfelf  up  to  his  tragical 
death.  Seeing  his  army  flaughtered  and  put  to  flight, 
and  himfelf  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  tri¬ 
umphant  Ifrael,  he  alights  from  his  chariot,  and  flees 
away  on  foot.  “  How  are  the  mighty  fallen,  and  the 
weapons  of  war  perilhed  !”  What  a  fad  reverie,  with¬ 
in  the  compafs  of  one  fhort  day  !  And  to  fuch  reverfes, 
human  life  is  eternally  liable.  The  greateft  of  unin¬ 
spired  bards  has  put  this  paflionate  exclamation  in  the 
mouth  of  a  dethroned  monarch  of  our  own  country, 
addreffing  himfelf  to  his  few  wretched  attendants,  the 
poor  remains  of  his  departed  ftate  : 

Cover  your  heads,  and  mock  not  fled)  and  blood 
With  folemn  reverence  ;  throw  away  refpeft, 
Tradition,  form,  and  ceremonious  duty, 
nor  you  have  but  miltook  me  all  this  while  : 

I  live  on,  bread  like  you,  feel  want,  tafte  grief, 

Need  friends  : — -Subjected  thus, 

How  can  you  fay  to  me— -I  am  a  king. 

Shakespeare. — King  Richard  II. 

.  Behold  the  mighty  Sifera  weary  and  faint  with  third, 
without  one,  of  lo  many  thoufands,  to  afli(t  or  comfort 
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his  flight,  feeking  refuge  from  his  purfuers  in  the  tents 
of  an  allied  power,  Heber  the  Kenite. 

By  looking  back  to  the  book  of  Numbers,  chap, 
x.  -we  find  that  Hobab,  the  fon  of  Raguel  or  Jethro, 
the  father-in-law  of  Mofes,  had  left  his  native  refi- 
dence,  to  attend  the  camp  of  Ifrael  as  their  guide 
through  the  wildernefs,  and  had  been  perfuaded  by 
Mofes,  his  brother-in-law,  to  call  in  his  lot  among 
that  people,  upon  a  folemn  affurance,  that,  on  their 
fettlement  in  Canaan,  he,  and  his  family,  and  defcend- 
ants,  fhould  fhare  in  the  fruits  of  victory,  and  obtain  a 
portion  in  the  land  promifed  to  the  children  of  Abra¬ 
ham.  This  accounts  for  our  finding  them  eltablilhed, 
at  fuch  a  diftance  of  time,  in  the  border  of  Kedelh 
Naphtali.  On  the  invafion  of  the  country,  however, 
by  Jabin,  king  of  Canaan,  we  find  them  obferving  a 
ftri£t  neutrality.  “  There  was  peace  between  Jabin 
the  king  of  Hazor,  and  the  houfe  of  Heber  the  Ken¬ 
ite.”  *  In  the  confidence  of  this,  Sifera  betakes  him- 
felf  to  the  Kenite  for  protection  ;  and  is  received  by 
Jael,  the  wife  of  Heber,  with  every  mark  of  humani¬ 
ty  and  refpeft,  due  to  a  great  man,  and  a  friend,  in 
diftrefs.  She  brings  him  milk  to  quench  his  thirft, 
covers  him  carefully  up  in  her  own  tent  to  repofe  him- 
felf  from  the  vexation  and  fatigue  of  that  difaftrous 
day,  and  to  conceal  him  from  the  purfuit  of  Barak. 
She  promifes  inviolably  to  keep  fecret  the  place  of  his 
concealment  ;  and  relying  on  that  promife,  weary 
and  worn  out,  he  falls  into  a  profound  fleep.  Jael 
avails  herfelf  of  his  defencelefs  fituation,  and  feizing 
fuch  arms  as  were  at  hand,  a  hammer  and  one  of  the 
pins  or  nails  ufed  in  ftretching  out  the  tent,  fhe  tranf- 
fixes  the  head  of  the  unhappy  fleeper  as  he  lay  along, 
and  with  redoubled  blows  fallens  the  bleeding  tem¬ 
ples  to  the  ground. 

Such  was  the  inglorious  end  of  a  man,  on  whom 
that  morning’s  fun  had  rifen  with  a  fmiling  afpect  ; 

who  awoke  from  fleep  in  the  poffeflion  of  all  that  roy¬ 
al 
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al  favour  could  bellow,  all  that  fovereign  power  could 
compel,  all  that  flattering  hope  could  promife.  Of 
the  motives  which  could  impel  Jael  to  fuch  a  deed  of 
horror,  we  have  no  information.  Her  conduct,  we 
know,  is  celebrated  in  the  Song  of  Deborah  in  terms 
of  the  ftrongeft  approbation  ;  which  obliges  us  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  there  are  circumftances  in  the  dory,  which 
the  Spirit  of  God  has  not  thought  proper  to  difclole. 
The  great  Jehovah  needs  not  a  vindication  of  his  con¬ 
duct,  from  the  labour  and  ingenuity  of  a  wretched, 
ignorant  mortal.  He  has  but  to  difcover  a  few  little 
particulars,  which  are  as  yet  hid  from  our  eyes  ;  and 
then,  what  now  confounds  and  overwhelms  our  un- 
derdanding,  becomes  clear  and  intelligible  to  the 
ineaned  capacity.  Indead,  therefore,  of  vainly  and 
prefumptuoufly  attempting  to  reconcile  this  adtion  of 
jael  with  the  laws  of  morality,  which,  by  the  glimmer¬ 
ing  light  we  have,  is  impoflible,  we  fliall  make  a  few 
obfervations  on  the  hidory,  of  a  general  and  practical 
nature.  And 

I.  We  repeat,  what  has  been  already  fuggeded, 
that  human  reafon  is  a  very  incompetent  judge  of 
divine  proceeding.”  We  know  fo  little,  fo  very  little 
of  the  fyflem  of  nature  ;  our  own  conditution  is  fuch 
an  inexplicable  mydery  to  ourfelves  ;  we  meet  every 
where  fo  many  difficulties,  contradictions,  defeats, 
redundancies  ;  at  lead  we  take  upon  us  to  think  and 
call  them  fo,  as  mud  lead  us  to  this  conclufion,  that, 
cither  the  work  of  God  is  imperfeCt ;  or  that  we 
cannot  find  out  him  and  his  work  unto  perfection. 
Now  the  little  reafon  we  have  cannot  hefitate  an  in- 
dant  in  choofmg  its  fide  of  this  alternative.  And  if 
we  confefiedly  are  unqualified  to  judge  of  that  which 
is  lefs,  dare  we  prefume  to  pronounce  concerning 
that  which  is  greater.  If  the  volume  of  nature,  fpread 
open  to  the  perufal  at  once  of  our  fenfes  and  our  rea¬ 
fon,  prefen t  many  things  not  only  hard,  but  impofli¬ 
ble  to  be  underflood,  can  we  deem  ourfelves  qualified. 
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more  dark  and  myflerious  ways  of  Providence  ?  And 
tvhich  is  the  greater  pride  and  prefumption,  that 
\vhich  is  forever  “  charging  God  fooliffily,”  or  that 
which  fets  itfelf  up,  as  the  bold  interpreter  and  affift- 
ant  of  eternal  wifdom  and  juftice  ?  Obferve 

II.  An  obvious  reafon,  why  thefe  difficulties  are 
permitted  in  the  frame  of  nature,  the  condud  of  Prov¬ 
idence,  and  the  revelation  of  the  grace  of  God.  It  is, 
to  form  us  to  fubmiffion,  to  exercife  our  patience,  to 
fix  our  attention,  to  whet  our  induftry,  to  reprefs  our 
boldnefs,  to  increafe  and  confirm  our  confidence  in 
God.  It  is  a  mark  of  refped  to  fuperior  wifdom  and 
virtue,  not  always  to  require  an  explanation,  but  to 
repofe  implicit  trufl  in  known  goodnefs  and  integrity. 
A  wife  man  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  own  reditude, 
difdains  to  acknowledge  the  obligation  of  clearing  up 
his  condud  to  every  prating  meddler,  who  may  think 
proper  to  call  him  to  account ;  and  who  has  neither  a 
right,  nor  a  capacity  to  judge  of  his  motives.  And 
fliall  we  withhold  from  our  Maker  that  decent  re- 
fped  which  we  fo  cheerfully  pay  to  a  fallible,  imper- 
fed  fellow-creature  ?  Shall  we  refufe  to  take  the  God 
of  truth  upon  his  word  ?  Shall  we  think  it  much  if  in 
fome  cafes  he  exad  belief,  without  his  vouchfafing  to 
affign  a  reafon  ?  64  Why  doft  thou  flrive  againft  him  ? 
He  giveth  not  account  of  any  of  his  matters.”*  Our 
facred  bard  has  fublimely  exprefled  this  noble  fenti- 
ment,  drawn  from  the  volume  of  infpiration.  Con- 
fidering  the  divine  providence  under  the  image  of  a 
vaft  fealed-up  book,  chained  to  the  eternal  throne, 
containing  the  charader,  the  revolutions,  the  deftina- 
tion  of  angels  and  men,  but  doled  to  the  infpedion 
of  every  created  eye.  We  obferve, 

III.  That  it  is  doing  the  groffefl  injuftice  to  the 
wife  and  righteous  Governor  of  the  world,  to  fuppofe 
him  in  every  point  approving  the  perfon,  or  the  con- 
dud  by  which  he  carries  on  his  great  defigns.  Cyrus 
and  Nebuchadnezzar  are  flyled  the  fervants  of  God, 

though 
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though  the  one  knew  him  not,  and  the  other  openly- 
defied  him.  The  rod  which  he  condefcendeth  to  ufe, 
for  the  chaftifement  of  difobedient  and  gainfaying 
children,  when  their  reformation  is  accomplifhed,  he 
often  breaks  and  dafhes  on  the  ground.  Every  in- 
ftrument  he  employs  muff  neceflarily  partake  of  hu¬ 
man  imperfection  ;  but  it  follows  not  that  he  is  pleaf- 
ed  with  imperfection.  The  devices  of  Satan  himfelf 
fhall  in  the  iflue  redound  to  the  glory  of  God,  as 
the  wrath  of  man  mult  praife  him  but  that  wrath 
is  hateful  to  his  nature,  and  thofe  devices  his  wifdom 
counteracts,  and  his  juftice  condemns.  We  are  not 
therefore  to  miftake  the  patriotic  ardour  of  a  female 
Ifraelitifh  bard,  for  the  calm,  the  merited  applaufe  of 
the  God  of  mercy  and  truth.  I  can  eafily  conceive 
the  perfon,  whom  national  partiality,  refentment  or 
gratitude  would  celebrate  in  (trains  of  admiration,  to 
be  regarded  with  abhorrence  by  the  Father  of  mercies, 
the  avenger  of  falfehood,  the  refuge  of  the  miferable* 
And  while  Ifraelitifh  Deborah,  in  the  heat  of  her  zeal, 
makes  the  eulogium  of  a  woman  fo  unlike  herfelf, 
and  flyles  Jael,  the  wife  of  Heber,  who  murdered  her 
deeping  gueft,  “  bleffed  above  women, ”  why  may  not 
a  chriftian  Dorcas,  a  woman  of  mercy  and  humanity, 
“  a  woman  full  of  good  works,  and  alms  deeds,”  un¬ 
der  the  mild  and  gentle  influence  of  that  religion, 
which  (he  believes,  feels  and  praCtifes,  reprobate  the 
cruel  and  perfidious  aCt,  and  its  author,  in  terms  of 
the  fevereft  indignation  ?  Indeed,  the  conduCt  of  Jael, 
confidered  by  itfelf,  is  a  horrid  complication  of  all 
that  is  bafe  and  deteflable  in  human  nature  ,  an  infa¬ 
mous  violation  of  facred  truth  ;  a  daring  infringement 
of  the  law  of  nature  and  nations ;  a  flagrant  breach 
of  the  laws  of  hofpitality,  which  the  moft  favage  na¬ 
tures  and  nations  have  refpeCted  as  facred ;  the  vileffc 
degradation  of  her  character  as  a  woman ;  the  moft 
barbarous  exhibition  of  a  little  mind,  enjoyino-  the 
triumph  over  unfufpefting  credulity,  and  defencelefs 
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mifery.  6C  Curfed  be  her  anger,  for  it  was  fierce,  and 
her  wrath  for  it  was  crueL”  Obferve, 

IV.  Into  what  dreadful  extremes  we  impetuoufly 
rufh,  when  the  radical  principles  of  our  nature  are 
once  fubdued.  Time  mult  have  been,  that  the  idea 
of  lhedding  the  blood  of  another,  would  have  chilled 
the  blood  in  Jael’s  veins.  What  mult  it  have  cod 
her,  to  overcome  the  timidity,  the  tendernefs,  the 
compafiion  of  her  fex  !  But  being  overcome,  lo,  each 
.gentle,  feminine  paffion  is  lulled  afieep ;  and  frantic 
zeal,  or  demoniac  revenge  alone  is  awake.  Ah  me, 
what  bead  of  prey  fo  favage  and  unrelenting,  as  a  hu¬ 
man  being  deditute  of  pity  !  Ah  me,  how  eafily  the 
bed  things  degenerate  into  the  word  !  Of  what  im¬ 
portance  is  it,  to  guard  againd  the  fird  deviation  from 
the  fimple  and  direCl  path  !  Who  can  promife  for 
himfelf,  that  he  lhall  dop,  return,  and  regain  the  right 
road,  when  he  pleafes  ?  Obferve, 

V.  That  the  rarity  of  the  indances,  the  peculiarity 
of  the  fituations,  and  the  fingularity  of  the  fpirit  and 
conduft,  apparent  in  the  female  characters  here 
brought  into  public  view,  forbid,  by  more  than  a  poT- 
itive  law,  female  interference  in  matters  of  bufmefs 
and  of  government.  Believe  me,  my  fair  friends,  it 
is  not  dripping  you  of  your  jud  importance,  it  is  in- 
creafing  and  fecuring  it,  to  fay,  the  fhade  is  your  na¬ 
tive,  your  proper  dation  :  it  is  there  you  fhine,  it  is 
there  you  are  ufeful,  it  is  there  you  are  refpeCtable. 
Your  heart  and  your  underdanding  affent  to  the 
truth  of  it.  Is  there  a  woman  among  you,  who 
would  not  prefer  in  obfcurity,  the  affe&ion  of  her 
hufband,  the  attachment  and  gratitude  of  her  chil¬ 
dren,  the  edimation  and  refped  of  her  friends,  to  all 
the  public  fplendour  of  Deborah’s  magiderial  power, 
and  prophetic  fpirit ;  to  all  the  blufiiing,  empurpled 
honours  of  Jael’s  more  than  mafculine  relentment  ?  It 
is  not  your  want  of  talents  for  government  we  difpute  ; 
it  is  the  fuitablenefs  of  government  to  your  talents, 

your.natural  difpofitions,  your  real  honour  and  happi- 
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nefs.  A  wife  and  good  woman  never  can  defire  to  be¬ 
come  the  objed  of  univerfal  admiration,  nor  the  fub- 
jed  of  every  one’s  difccurle.  If  you  aim  at  fo  much, 
depend  upon  it,  you  will  loofe  fomething  of  what  you 
have,  and  what  is  infinitely  better  than  all  the  incenfe 
of  flattery,  than  all  the  fonnets  of  a  thoufand  poetic 
fwains.  In  the  hiftory  of  our  own  country,  the  reigns 
o!  two  female  fovereigns  fliine  with  confpicuous  luf- 
tre.  They  were  periods  of  great  national  profperity 
and  glory.  But  the  weak  eft  of  women  would  not 
furely  thence  infer,  that  the  fceptre  ought  always  to  be 
committed  to  female  hands.  With  ail  due  deference 
to  the  memory  of  an  Elizabeth  and  an  Anne,  and  the 
general  felicity  which  their  adminiftration  diffufed  over 
the  land  ;  Great-Britain  can  look  with  pride  and  ex¬ 
ultation  to  a  Queen,  whofe  perfonal  glory  and  virtues 
far  exceed  theirs.  Not  a  fovereign  indeed,  but  a 
partner  of  the  throne  :  who  fhines  in  reafon’s  eye,  be- 
caufe  fire  affeds  not  to  fnine  ;  reigns  over  willing 
heat  ts,  becaufe  flie  dilclaims  all  rule  \  is  great  and 
blefled  among  women,  becaufe  fhe  nobly  finks  the 

princefs  in  the  woman,  the  wife,  the  mother  and  the 
friend. 

We  encroach  no  farther  on  your  patience,  by  ex¬ 
tending  our  obfervations  on  the  fubjed.  And  the 
lather,  as  a  review  of  the  fong  of  Deborah,  compofed 
on  this  memorable  occafion,  will,  if  God  permit 
bring  it  again  before  us,  and  place  female  genius  in 
our  eye,  in  a  new,  and  not  unpleafing  point  of  light  * 
uniting  poetic  and  mufical  ikill  to  fervent  devotion,  he¬ 
roic  intrepidity,  and  prophetic  infpiration.  A  combi¬ 
nation  how  rare,  how  inftrudive,  how  refpedable ! 
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JUDGES  V.  I - 5. 

Then  fang  Deborah ,  and  Barak,  the  Jon  of  Abinoam,  on 
that  day,  faying,  Praife  ye  the  Lord  for  the  avenging  cf 
Ifrael,  when  the  people  willingly  offered  themfelves. 
Hear,  0  ye  kings  ;  give  ear,  0  ye  princes  :  I,  even  I  will 
fing  unto  the  Lord  ;  I  will  fmg  praife  to  the  Lord  God 
of  Ifrael .  Lord,  when  thou  wentefl  out  of  Seir,  when 
thou  marchedfl  out  of  the  field  of  Edom,  the  earth  trem¬ 
bled,  and  the  heavens  dropped,  the  clouds  alfo  dropped 
water.  The  mountains  melted  from  before  the  Lord, 
even  that  Sinai  from  before  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael . 

To  fome  it  is  the  gift  of  Heaven,  to  perform  aftions 
worthy  of  being  recorded;  to  others  it  is.  given,  to 
preferve  the  memory  of  llluftrious  actions,  in  writings 
worthy  of  being  read.  To  both,  the  world  is  under 
great  obligations,  and  gratefully  permits  the  hiftonan 
or  the  poet,  to  divide  the  palm  with  the  nero,  or  the 
fage,  whom  they  celebrate.  To  the  writer,  perhaps, 
the  more  ample  fhare  of  praife  is  due.  The  achie\e- 
ments  of  valour  and  ftrength  are  local  and  temporary. 
They  benefit  but  a  few,  and  quickly  fpend  their  force. 
But  the  hilloric  and  poetic  page,  more  durable,  more 
diffufed,  and  more  confpicuous  than  monuments  ot 
brafs  and  marble,  is  an  univerfal  and  a  perpetual  b  e  - 
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ing  to  mankind  ;  conveying  to  diftant  nations  and 
lateft  pofterity  harmlefs  pleafure  blended  with  whole- 
fome  inftruftion. 

On  a  favoured  few  has  been  conferred  the  combin¬ 
ed  glory  of  atting  nobly,  and  writing  well  ;  of  ferving 
their  own  day  and  generation  with  credit  to  themfelves 
and  advantage  to  their  country,  and  of  tranfmitting 
ufeful  information  to  regions  remote  and  generations, 
unborn.  On  the  lift  of  thofe  illuftrious  few,  ftands 
with  diftinguifhed  honour,  the  name  of  Deborah,  the 
judge,  the  prophetefs,  the  fweet  finger  of  Ifrael ;  and  it 
is  with  exultation  we  obferve  the  moft  dignified,  ardu¬ 
ous  and  important  ftations  of  human  life  filled  with 
reputation  by  a  woman  :  a  woman,  who  firft,  with 
resolution  and  intrepidity,  faved  her  country  in  the 
hour  of  danger  and  diftrefs,  and  ruled  it  with  wifdom 
and  equity  ;  and  then  recorded  her  own  achievements 
in  ftrains  which  muft  be  held  in  admiration,  fo  long 
as  good  tafte  and  the  love  of  virtue  exift  in  the 
world. 

Having  with  veneration  and  refpett  attended  to  the 
equitable  decifions,  and  the  oracles  of  truth  which 
flowed  from  the  lips  of  the  female  feer  and  fage,  who 
fat  under  the  palm-tree  in  Mount  Ephraim  ;  and  ac¬ 
companied  the  undaunted  heroine  to  the  top  of  Mount 
Tabor,  and  the  enfanguined  plains  wafhed  by  the  riv¬ 
er  of  Kifhon  ;  let  us  liften  with  wonder  and  delight 
to  the  lofty  ftrains  of  the  female  bard,  and  join  our 
voices  in  the  burden  of  her  fong, 

"I  his  fublime  poem  is  the  moft  ancient  that  exifts, 
two  excepted,  namely,  that  which  celebrates  the  mi¬ 
raculous  paflage  through  the  Red  Sea  ;  and  the  fweet- 
Jy  fwelling  notes  of  the  dying  fwan  of  Ifrael.  It  is 
two  hundred  and  thirty-four  years  later  than  the  form¬ 
er,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  years  than  the 
latter  of  thefe  facred  compofitions ;  but  it  is  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  ten  years  older  than  tlomer,  the  great  father 
of  heathen  poefy.  From  its  high  antiquity  therefore. 

*r2re  there  nothing  elfe  to  recommend  it  to  notice,  it 
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is  moft  refpeCtable ;  but  from  its  antiquity  and  the 
very  nature  of  poetical  compofition,  it  mult  of  necef- 
fity  be,  in'  fome  refpefts,  involved  in  difficulty  and 
obicurity.  This  we  pretend  not  wholly  to  clear  up  or 
to  remove.  Inftead  then  of  making  an  attempt  in 
which  we  ffiould  probably,  perhaps  certainly  fail,  we 
ffiall  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  pointing  out  a  few  of  the 
more  obvious  and  ftriking  beauties  of  a  piece,  which 
all  will  allow  to  contain  many  and  ffiining  excellen¬ 
cies. 

The  infcription  of  this  hymn  of  praife,  firfi  chal¬ 
lenges  our  notice.  “  Then  fang  Deborah,  and  Barak 
the  fon  of  Abinoam,  on  that  day,  faying.”*  In  ex¬ 
hibiting  the  character  and  conduct  of  this  truly  efli- 
rnable  woman,  the  feminine  delicacy  and  referve  are 
never  dropped.  As  a  ruler  and  a  prophetefs  (he  is 
introduced,  under  her  relative  character  of  the  wife 
of  Lapidoth.  As  the  leader  of  armies  to  battle,  and 
leader  in  the  mufical  choir  which  celebrated  the  vic¬ 
tories  of  her  country,  ffie  is  reprefented  as  the  com¬ 
panion  and  coadjutrix  of  Barak,  the  fon  of  Abinoam. 
She  was  undoubtedly  the  fir  ft  woman  of  her  own, 
perhaps  of  any  age  ;  but  her  confequence,  in  place 
of  being  diminifhed,  is  increafed  and  fupported  by 
the  blending  of  private,  perfonal  worth  and  ability, 
with  the  relations  of  focial  life,  thofe  of  wife,  mother 
and  friend. 

Adam  might  exift  a  little  while  in  paradife,  before 
Eve  was  formed,  but  nature  and  reafon  and  religion, 
all  feem  to  declare,  that  woman  can  neither  comfort¬ 
ably  nor  reputably  fubfift,  feparated  from  that  fide 
whence  ffie  was  originally  taken.  Who  will  deny, 
that  the  fuperiority  in  point  of  difcretion  and  under- 
ftanding  is  frequently  on  the  fide  of  the  female  ?  But 
a  wx>man  forfeits  all  pretenfion  to  that  very  fuperiority, 
the  moment  ffie  affumes  or  boafts  of  it.  Whether, 
therefore,  it  were  Deborah’s  own  good  fenfe,  and 
female  modefty,  which  preferred  appearing  in  a  con¬ 
nected, 
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netted,  to  appearing  in  a  folitary  date,  though  more 
flattering  to  vanity  ;  or  whether  the  Spirit  of  God,  in 
reprefenting  the  moft  elevated  of  female  geniufes  in 
the  moft  elevated  of  fituations,  thought  proper  to 
point  her  out  as  connected  and  dependent  ;  the  fame 
leffon  of  moderation,  diffidence,  delicacy  and  conde- 
fcenfion  is  powerfully  inculcated  :  and  her  fex  is  in- 
ftru&ed  where  their  true  dignity,  fafety,  honour  and 
comfort  lie. 

The  time  is  marked,  when  this  triumphant  anthem 
was  firfl  compofed  and  fung.  u  On  that  day.5'  It 
had  been  a  day  of  danger,  anxiety  and  fatigue  :  a  day 
of  vengeance  upon  the  infulting  foe,  a  day  of  mutual 
congratulation  and  rejoicing  ;  but  ill  had  Ifrael  de¬ 
ferred  fuch  a  victory,  and  {hamefully  had  Deborah 
improved  it,  if  either  the  emotions  of  joy  or  of  revenge 
had  excluded  thofe  of  gratitude  and  love.  The 
tongue  of  Deborah,  like  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer, 
dictates  “  acceptable  words”  to  the  thoufands  of  her 
people ;  fhe  cannot  think  of  repofe,  till  the  evening 
facrifice  of  praife  be  offered  up,  and  from  the  abund¬ 
ance  of  the  heart,  the  mouth  fpeaketh.  The  day 
which  the  arm  of  Omnipotence  had  diftinguifhed  by 
wonders  of  mercy,  muff  not  be  concluded  without 
fongs  of  deliverance.  From  “  the  confufed  noife  of 
the  warrior,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood,”  the  foul 
turns  with  holy  joy,  to  the  acknowledgment  of  that 
“  right  hand  and  holy  arm  which  had  gotten  them 
the  victory  :”  and  in  one  folemn  “  praife  ye  the  Lord” 
burfting  at  once  from  every  tongue,  every  redeemed 
Ifraelite  calls  upon  himfelf  and  upon  his  fellow  to 
give  unto  Jehovah  the  glory  due  unto  his  name. 

Here  the  fong  naturally  begins,  by  this  it  muff  be 
fupported,  and  in  this  it  muff  terminate.  All  crea¬ 
tures,  all  events  point  out  “  Him  firft,  Him  Jaff,  Him 
midft,  and  without  end.”  u  Praife  ye  the  Lord.” 

But,  religion  is  “  a  reafonable  fervice.”  The  di¬ 
vine  effence  we  do  not,  we  cannot  know  ;  “  the  invifi- 
ble  things  of  God,”  even  “  his  eternal  power  and 
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deity,  are  to  be  difcovered  only  “  by  the  things 
which  he  has  made,”  and  the  things  which  he  doth. 
Here  then  the  fpirit  of  praife  immediately  fixes,  and 
tne  recent  interpofition  of  a  gracious  Providence  rifes 
inftantly  into  view  :  his  “  avenging  of  Ifrael,”  in  which 
Jehovah  is  acknowledged  as  at  once  juft  and  merciful : 
juft,  in  recompenfing  tribulation  to  them  that  troub¬ 
led  his  covenanted  church  and  people  ;  merciful  in 
giving  his  troubled  people  reft. 

Vengeance;  the.  vengeance  of  God!  Fearful 
thought !  but  oh,  it  is  fweetly  relieved,  by  the  reflec¬ 
tion,  that  the  right  of  executing  vengeance,  is  claimed 
by  the  God  of  mercy,  with  awful  propriety,  as  his 
own.  This  dreadful  thunder  no  arm  but  his  own 
muft  prefume  to  wield  ;  “  Vengeance  is  mine,  I  will 
repay,  faith  the  Lord.”  If  I  muft  be  punilhed,  “  let 
me  fall  now  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  for  his  mer¬ 
cies  are  great :  and  let  me  not  fall  into  the  hand  of 
man.”  The  only  vengeance  permitted  to  man  is  a 
vengeance  of  kindnefs  and  forgivenefs  ;  the  only  coals 
which  he  muft  fcatter,  are  the  coals  of  the  fire  of  love. 
“If  thine  enemy  hunger,  feed  him,  if  he  thirft,  give  him 
drink : — •“  Be  not  overcome  of  evil,  but  overcome 
evil  with  good.”  “  Love  your  enemies,  blefs  them 
that  curfe  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and 
pray  for  them  which  defpitefully  ufeyou  and  perfecute 
you  :  that  ye  may  be  the  children  of  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven :  for  he  maketh  his  fun  to  rife  on 
the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  fendeth  rain  on  the  juft 
and  on  the  unjuft.”* 

The  voluntary  a&ions  of  the  people  in  “  offering 
themfelves”  to  fight  their  own  battles,  are  with  Angu¬ 
lar  beauty  afcribed  to  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of 
God  who  has  the  “  hearts  of  all  in  his  hand,”  and 
can  “  turn  them  which  way  foever  he  will.”  He  who 
could  have  faved  by  miracles,  will  fave  by  means.  If 
there  be  a  fpirit  of  concord  to  refift  the  common  en¬ 
emy,  it  is  of  the  Lord.  If  internal  diffenfion  aid  the 
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enemy  without,  we  behold  a.  righteous  God  infatuat¬ 
ing  thofe  whom  he  means  to  deltroy. 

paving  thus  limply  propofed  the  glorious  fubject  of 
her  praife,  u  the  lweet  enthufialt”  prepares  to  unfold 
and*  amplify  it.  She  throws  her  eyes  over  thp 
face  of  the  whole  earth :  views  all  nations  and  their 
potentates,  as  interefted  in  the  glowing  theme  ;  and 
iummons  an  admiring  world  to  lilten  to  her  fong. 
“  Hear,  O  ye  kings ;  give  ear,  O  ye  princes  :  I,  even 
I  will  fing  unto  the  Lord ;  I  will  fing  praife  to  the 
Lord  God  of  Ifrael.”  *  What  fo  delightful  to  a  grate¬ 
ful  and  affectionate  heart,  as  the  enumeration  of  ben¬ 
efits  received  !  What  benefactor  once  to  be  compared 
with  the  Giver  of  all  good,  “  the  Father  of  lights, 
from  whom  cometh  down  every  good  gift,  and  every 
perfect  !” 

Having  propofed  hertheme  and  fummoned  her  augult 
audience,  the  divine  poetefs  feems  to  paufe  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  as  if  awed  by  the  prefence  of  fuch  a  fplendid  audi¬ 
ence,  and  overwhelmed  with  the  magnitude  of  the  talk 
ihe  has  undertaken,  and  with  renovated  ftrength,  aims 
her  flight,  like  the  eagle,  up  to  her  native  Ikies.  The 
deliverance  of  that  day,  brings  former  wonders  of 
mercy  to  mind ;  and  “  God,  the  fame  yefterday,  to¬ 
day  and  forever,”  is  feen  and  adored  in  all.  Inltead 
of  expatiating  on  the  goodnefs  of  the  Moll  High  in 
{trains  addrefled  to  the  “  kings  and  princes”  whom  Ihe 
had  called  to  attend,  Ihe  rifes  at  once  to  “  Jehovah’s 
awful  throne,”  lofes  all  fenfe  of  created  majelty,  and 
lofes  herfeif  in  the  contemplation  of  infinite  perfection. 
£C  Lord,  when  thou  wenteft  out  of  Seir,  when  thou 
marchedlt  out  of  the  field  of  Edom,  the  earth  trem¬ 
bled,  and  the  heavens  dropped,  the  clouds  alfo  drop¬ 
ped  water.  The  mountains  melted  from  before  the 
Lord,  even  that  Sinai  from  before  the  Lord  God  of 
Ifrael. ”f 

The  former  part  of  this  animated  addrefs  probably 
refers  to  that  pafiage  in  the  hiltory  of  Ifrael  which  we 

have 
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have  in  the  book  of  lumbers,  chap.  xx.  relating  to 
the  paffage  of  ffrael  through  the  land  of  Idumea,  which 
was  humbly  and  peaceably  foliated,  and  unkindly  re- 
iuied.  Of  this,  feme  particulars  might  have  been 
pieferved  by  tradition  to  the  times  of  Deborah,  though 
not  admitted  into  the  facred  canon,  and  fuggeited  to 
her  the  lofty  expreffions  which  fhe  here  employs  in 
celebrating  the  praifes  of  Ifrael’s  God.  Though  he 
would  not  permit  them  to  force  a  paflage  by  the  fword, 
through  the  country  given  to  the  pofterity  of  Efau 
their  brother,  yet  in  guiding  them  round  the  confines, 
of  Idumea,  in  the  majefiic  fymbol  of  his  prefence,  the 
pillar  of  ctoud  and  fire,  the  great  God  might,  by 
ioine  fen  fib  le  tokens,  make  Edom  to  know,  it  was  not 
from  want,  of  power,  but  of  inclination,  that  he  led 
ms  people  in  a  circuitous  courfe.  The  language  of 
tae  prophetels,  diverted  of  its  bold  figurative  drefs,  is 
fimply  this,  "  The  wonders  of  this  day,  O  Lord,  recall 
and  equal  the'  greateft  wonders  of  ages  paft.  We 
have  feen  the  ftarsin  their  courfes  fighting  againft  our 
enemies,  as  our  fathers  of  old  faw  mountain  and 
plain,  heaven  and  earth,  giving  teflimony  to  the  pref¬ 
ence  and  favour  of  the  God  of  Ifrael.  The  field  of 
Edom  and  the  vale  of  Kifhon  are  equally  filled  with 
the  glory  of  the  Lord.  We  recognize  in  the  hand 
which  has  difcomfited  the  hoft  of  Sifera,  the  fame  al¬ 
mighty  power  which  reflrained  the  Idumean,  and  con¬ 
ducted  our  anceflors,  if  not  the  neareft,  certainly  the 
heft  road  to  Canaan.” 

1  he  latter  part  of  the  addrefs  evidently  refers  to 
the  awful  folemnity  with  which  the  law  was  given 
from  Mount  Sinai ;  in  which  all  nature,  without  a 
figure,  bare  witnefs  to  the  prefence  and  power  of  na¬ 
ture’s  God.  “  The  earth  trembled,  the  hills  melted 
like  wax,”  the  face  of  heaven  wa§  covered  with  black- 
nefs  of  darknefs,  lightning  flatbed,  the  hoarfe  thun¬ 
der  roared,  the  louder  and  more  dreadful  voice  of  the 
Eternal  drowned  its  tremendous  found?  men’s  hearts 
fail  them  for  fear,  Mofes  quakes. 

What 
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What  matter  of  joy  to  Ifrael,  that  he  who  of  old 
had  thus  revealed  his  fiery  law,  that  clay,  that  very 
day  had  come  riding  on  the  fwift  wings  of  the  wind 
for  their  falvation  !  To  fix  thefe  emotions  of  riling 
gratitude  and  wonder,  the  bard  dexterouily  and  im¬ 
perceptibly  Aides  into  a  review  of  the  recent  dill  refs 
and  miiery  of  her  unhappy  country  ;  difirefs  yet  frefh 
in  every  one’s  memory,  mifery  out  of  which  they  were 
juft  beginning  to  emerge  :  and  file  takes  occaficn  to 
pay  a  juft  tribute  of  reipe£t  to  the  memory  of  a  great; 
man,  whom  God  had  honoured  to  be  the  inurnment 
of  redemption  to  an  opprelfed  people. 

Thofe  who  are  themfelves  the  mod  deferving  of 
praiie,  are  ever  the  molt  liberal  in  bellowing  it,  where 
it  is  due.  It  is  a  flender  and  contemptible  merit 
which  feeks  to  fhine  by  obfcurihg,  concealing,  cr  di- 
minilhing  the  worth  of  another.  Deborah  is  but 
the  more  eftimable,  for  the  frank  and  unreferved 
commendation  which  flie  confers  on  departed  or  con¬ 
temporary  virtue  and  talents.  “  In  *  the  days  of 
Shamgar,  the  fon  of  Anath,  in  the  days  of  Jaef,  the 
high-ways  were  unoccupied,  and  the  travellers  walked 
through  by-ways.  The  inhabitants  of  the  villages 
ceafed,  they  ceafed  in  Ifrael,  until  that  I  Deborah 
arofe,  that  I  arofe  a  mother  in  Ifrael.”*  What  a 
melancholy  picture  have  we  here  of  a  ruined,  wretch¬ 
ed  country  ?  By  means  of  opprefiion,  all  intercourfe  is 
interrupted  ;  commerce  is  languiftiing  to  death  ;  life 
and  property  have  become  infecure  :  every  thing  dear 
to  man  is  at  the  mercy  of  a  haughty  tyrant ;  ever  expof- 
ed  to  the  ravages  of  a  lawlefs  band  of  armed  ruffians  : 
the  fcanty  and  dejected  inhabitants  tremble  at  the 
found  of  their  own  feet,  at  the  fight  of  their  own  fhad- 
ow ;  behold  them  fkulldng  from  place  to  place,  Heal¬ 
ing  through  by-ways,  to  carry  on  a  ftarved  and  preca¬ 
rious  traffic  ;  fuffering  much,  and  fearing  worfe. 

Ah,  little  do  we  reflect,  living  at  our  cafe,  enjoying 
the  bleffings  of  mild  and  equitable  government,  “  fit- 
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ting  every  otie  under  his  vine,  and  under  his  fig-tree, 
while  there  is  none  to  make  us  afraid  little  do  we 
refleft  on  the  mifery  and  tears  of  myriads  of  our  fel¬ 
low-creatures  oppreffed,  and  there  is  none  to  help 
them  y  whofe  cry  inceffimtly  rifes  up  to  heaven,  but 
rifes  in  defpair.  Think  what  multitudes  of  the  bold 
and  hardy  Africans  are  yearly  driven  or  trepanned  in¬ 
to  fervitude,  through  the  violence  or  craft  of  their 
own  countrymen,  or,  through  the  more  fierce  and 
unrelenting  principle  of  European  avarice,  which  has 
reduced  Jdavery  to  a  fyflem,  has  invented  an  article  of 
commerce  which  God  and  nature  abhor,  and  concur 
to  prohibit ;  and  what  is  the  fubjeft  of  the  infamous, 
impious  traffic  ?  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men. 

Who  can  turn  his  eyes,  without  weeping  tears  of 
blood,  to  the  fertile  foil,  the  clement  air,  and  the  fun- 
pie,  harmlefs  inhabitants  of  the  eaftern  world,  and  ob¬ 
serve  the  gifts  of  nature  perverted  into  a  curfe,  the 
goodnefs  of  Providence  thwarted  by  the  curfed  luft  of 
power,  or  more  curfed  lull  of  wealth,  and  the  patient, 
uncomplaining  Afiatic,  perilling  for  hunger,  in  his 
own  luxuriant  domain :  and  the  Ganges  difgorging 
millions  of  fetid  corpfes  into  the  ocean,  the  corpfesof 
wretches  who  died  for  lack  of  food,  to  purchafe  for  a 
ftill  greater  wretch  an  empty  title,  and  a  feat  among 
the  lawgivers  of  the  wifeft,  moll  polifhed  and  humane 
of  the  nations  of  the  weftern  world. 

Look  to  the  thin  and  fcanty  remains  of  the  popu¬ 
lous  and  profperous  nations  of  the  fouthern  hemif- 
phere,  and  a  land  whofe  veins  are  gold,  and  its  moun¬ 
tains  filver,  of  which  Spaniffi  cruelty  and  avarice  have 
been  conftrained  to  make  a  defert,  in  order  to  fecure 
the  poffefiion  of  it.  Behold  the  fallen,  dejefted  native 
trampling  under  his  feet  gold  and  diamonds,  which  he 
dare  not  put  forth  his  hand  to  touch  ;  and  reproach¬ 
ing  Heaven  with  heaping  upon  him,  in  its  anger, 
treafures  which  have  attrafted,  not  the  pious  zeal  and 
attention,  but  the  infernal  rage,  of  men  who  neverthe- 
lefs  dare  to  callthemfelves  chriftians. 
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Behold  yet  again — No,  I  ficken  at  the  horrid  prof- 
pe& — and  will  no  longer  encroach  upon  the  feelings 
of  humanity,  by  exhibiting  the  more  than  favage 
barbarity  of  fyftematic  cruelty  and  oppreflion.  God 
of  mercy,  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  thefe  horrors  !  affert  thy 
offspring  into  liberty,  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  foils 
of  God.  Let  us  return  to  the  fweet  miffrefs  of  lf- 
raeliti/h  fong  ;  I  fee  her  warm,  and  rife  into  native, 
confcious  worth  and  importance:  and  honour  the 
lovely  pride,  the  honeft  vanity  of  the  female  patriot. 
“  1  he  inhabitants  of  the  villages  ceaied,  they  cealed 
in  Ifrael,  until  that  I  Deborah  arofe,  that  I  arofe  a 
mother  in  Ifrael.”*  If  ever  there  were  ability,  if  ever 
there  were  fervices,  if  ever  there  were  an  occafion, 
which  could  warrant  felf-praife,  it  was  the  ability,  the 
public  fervices  of  Deborah,  and  the  glorious  occafion 
on  which  Ihe  wrote  and  fung.  Shew  me  fuch  exer¬ 
tions  for  the  public  good,  and  let  a  man,  let  a  woman 
be  as  vain  as  they  will,  and  let  affe&ed  humility  and 
felf-denial  fay  what  they  will,  it  is  an  honourable  and 
laudable  ground  of  glorying,  that  God  has  made  us 
the  means  of  conveying  happinefs  to  others.  But  oc- 
cafions  of  doing  juftice  to  eminent,  public  female 
worth  fo  feldom  occur,  that  I  muff  referve  to  myfelf 
the  pleafure  of  accompanying  this  great  woman,  this 
more  than  princefs,  through  the  remainder  of  her 
fong,  in  another  Ledure. 

— Men  and  brethren,  we  are  furnilhed  with  a  much 
more  noble  fubjed  of  praife — a  fubjed  which  angels 
delight  to  celebrate  in  celeftial  ftrains — a  fubjed  which 
carries  us  back  into  the  eternal  counfels  of  peace  “  be¬ 
fore  the  world  was,”  which  carries  us  forward  to  the 
grand  conlummation,  when  “  time  Ihall  be  no  lousi¬ 
er  when  “  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  Ihall  return 
and  come  to  Zion  with  fongs,  and  everlafting  joy  upon 
their  heads  :”  when  “  they  Ihall  obtain  joy  and  glad- 
nefs,  and  forrow  and  fighing  Ihall  flee  away.”  Need 
I  point  out  the  era,  chriftians,  and  the  fpot,  and  the 
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performers,  and  the  audience,  or  repeat  the  words  of 
the  lofty  theme? — 66  There  were  in  the  fame  country 
ihepherds  abiding  in  the  field,  keeping  watch  over  their 
flock  by  night.  And  lo,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came 
upon  them,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  (hone  round 
about  them :  and  they  were  fore  afraid.  And  the 
angel  faid  unto  them,  Fear  not :  for  behold  I  bring 
you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  {hall  be  to  all 
people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this  day,  in  the  city  of 
David,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Chrift  the  Lord.  And 
this  fhall  be  a  fign  unto  you  ;  ye  {hall  find  the  babe 
wrapped  in  fwaddling-clothes,  lying  in  a  manger.  And 
luddenly  there  was  with  the  angel  a  multitude  of  the 
heavenly  holt  praifing  God,  and  faying,  Glory  to  God 
in  the  higheft,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  towards 
men.”*  Here  are  celebrated,  not  the  tranfient  interefts 
of  a  petty  tribe,  the  momentary  triumph  of  the  oppreff- 
ed,  and  the  downfall  of  the  oppreffor ;  not  events 
which  have  long  ago  fpent  all  their  force,  and  left  no 
trace  behind  ;  but  the  broad,  unbounded,  permanent 
interefts  of  mankind  ;  the  triumph  of  “  the  love  of 
Chrift  which  pafleth  knowledge  ;”  of  cc  the  peace  of 
God  which  pafleth  all  unclerftanding  events  which 
extend  their  influence  into  eternity.  We  celebrate  “  the 
praifes  of  Him,  who  hath  called  us  out  of  darknefs  into 
his  marvellous  light,> — -of  God,  who  “  fo  loved  the 
world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofo- 
ever  believeth  in  him  fhould  not  perifh,  but  have  ever- 
lafting  life.”f — Of  “  Him  that  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us 
from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us 
kings  and  priefts  unto  God  and  his  Father,  to  him  be 
glory  and  dominion  forever  and  ever.  Amen:”J 
Of  Him  who,  through  death,  has  deftroyed  him  that 
had  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil.”  The 
burden  of  the  chriftiaiTs  fong  is,  66  Salvation,”  falva- 
tion  begun,  going  on,  ready  to  be  accompliflied. 

The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  king¬ 
doms 

*  Luke  ii.  8 — -14.  f  John  iii.  16. 
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doms  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Chrift  ;  and  he  fhall  reign 
forever  and  ever.”* 

Thefong  of  Deborah  exhibits  awful  diftin&ions  be¬ 
tween  man  and  man,  between  nation  and  nation  ; 
prefents  a  myftery  of  Providence,  which  human  un- 
derftanding  endeavours  in  vain  to  trace  :  in  the  long 
of  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  all  diftinction  is  abolifh- 
ed  ;  it  prefents  a  myftery  of  grace  which  “  angels 
defire  to  look  into  ;”  it  is  in  full  harmony  fung,  by 
thofe  who  have  “  come  from  the  eaft  and  from  the 
weft,  from  the  fouth  and  from  the  north,  and  have  lat 
down  with  Abraham,  and  Ilaac,  and  Jacob  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  where  the  fpirit  of  this  world  finds 
no  place,  and  its  differences  are  abforbed  of  the  “  fpir¬ 
it  of  love  :  where  there  is  neither  Greek  nor  Jew,  cir- 
cumcifion  nor  uncircumcifion,  barbarian,  Scythian, 
bond  nor  free ;  but  Chrift  is  all,  and  in  all.”  Let 
thefe  reflections  be  praCtically  improved,  in  conform¬ 
ity  to  the  apoftolic  exhortation,  by  our  daily  learning 
to  “  put  on,  as  the  eleCt  of  God,  holy  and  beloved, 
bowels  of  mercies,  kindnefs,  humblenefs  of  mind, 
meeknefs,  long  fuffering  ;  forbearing  one  another, 
and  forgiving  one  another — and  above  all  thefe  things’ 
put  on  charity,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfeCtnefs.  And 
let  the  peace  of  God  rule  in  your  hearts.”  Amen. 

*  Rev.  xi.  1 5. 
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JUDGES  V.  12,  13* 

Awake ,  azvake ,  Deborah  :  awake ,  awake ,  <2 yZ?zg~  : 

arife ,  Barak ,  lead  thy  captivity  captive ,  thou  fonof 

Abinoam.  Then  he  made  him  that  remaineth  have 
dominion  over  the  ?iobles  among  the  people  :  the  Lord 
made  me  have  dominion  over  the  mighty . 

TT 

IT  is  natural  for  man  to  look  forward  to  futurity  ; 
and  to  derive  a  part,  at  lead,  of  his  felicity  and  im¬ 
portance  from  the  efiimation  in  which  he  is  to  be  held 
by  pofterity.  He  knows  that  his  body  mull:  foon  die, 
and  his  connexion  with  the  world  be  diflolved  ;  but 
he  flatters  hitnfelf  with  the  fond  hope,  that  his  name 
may  furvive  his  afnes,  and  that  his  memory  may  be 
cheriflied  and  refpefted,  though  his  perfon  be  loft  in 
the  grave,  and  fink  into  oblivion. 

When  this  anticipation,  and  defire  of  immortality, 
ferve  as  a  ftimulus  to  virtuous  exertion,  and  call  forth 
wifdom  and  goodnefs,  honourably  to  fulfil  their  day, 
the  love  of  fame  is  a  refpedtable  principle  in  the  individ¬ 
ual,  becaufe  it  becomes  a  blefling  to  mankind.  But 
to  wade  to  the  temple  of  fame  through  a  fea  of  blood  ; 
to  extract  “  the  bubble  reputation’ ’  from  widow’s 
tears  and  the  groans  of  expiring  wretches,  is  worfe 
than  contemptible ;  it  is  deteftable,  it  is  monftrous. 

And, 
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And,  whatever  national  partiality  and  prejudice  may 
have  done,  reafon  and  humanity  will  always  regard 
fuch  characters  as  Alexander  and  Cmfar  with  abhor¬ 
rence,  ftrip  them  of  their  ill-earned  glory,  and  ftigma- 
tize  their  names  to  the  lateft  generations,  as  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  mankind. 

Thefpirit  of  patriotiftn,  in  other  refpeds  noble  and 
excellent,  is  here  faulty,  pernicious,  and  wortliy  of  the 
fever  eft  cenlure.  It  encroaches  on  the  facred  rights 

of  loving  kindnefs  and  tender  mercy.  It  encroaches  on 
the  more  facred  prerogatives  of  high.  Heaven.  It  would 
make  the  God  of  the  lpirits  of  all  flefh,  a  party  in  the 
quarrels  of  two  petty  ftates,  and  force  the  great  inter- 
efts  of  an  uaiverfe  to  bend  to  the  caprice,  the  pride, 
the  ambition  or  revenge  of  lome  paltry  prince.  Hence, 
the  literary  monuments  of  ail  nations,  exhibit  a  nar¬ 
row,  illiberal,  ungenerous,  impious  fpirit.  The  war¬ 
like  genius  of  Rome  acquired  the  afeendant  over  her 
rival  Carthage.  The  literary  genius  of  that  gallant 
people  a  (fumed  the  fuperiority  of  courfe  ;  and  Punic 
perfidy,  barbarity  and  cowardice,  became  the  fubjed 
of  proverbial  apothegms,  hiftorical  records,  and  poet¬ 
ical  rhapfodies.  But  iuppofe,  for  a  moment,  the  icales 
changed,  and  the  fate  of  Carthage  preponderating, 
and  we  fhould  have  had  this  whole  pidure  reverfed  ; 
and  Roman ,  not  Punic  faithlefsnefs,  cruelty  and  cowl 
ardice  haa  been  the  burden  of  the  fong,  and  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  deteftation.  While  our  notes  of  triumph  rend 
toe  vault  of  heaven,  crois  that  brook,  look  forward 
from  thefummit  of  that  little  hill,  where  we  are  cele¬ 
brating  vidory  with  all  the  indolence  of  fuccefs,  and 
ereding  the  monumental  column  to  profperous  val¬ 
our,  and  nought  is  to  be  feen,  but  fights  of  woe,  no 
voice  is  to  be  heard,  but  that  of  lamentation  and  de- 
ipair  ;  while  angels,  from  yonder  fphere,  look  down 
with  pity  and  concern,  fuch  as  angels  feel,  on  both 
the  vidor  and  the  vanquifhed.  “  The  broad  eye  of 
one  Creator,  takes  in  ail  mankind  :  his  laws  expand 
the  heart and  the  “  Te  Deum,”  which  angels  finer 
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with  rapture,  is,  “  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  and 
on  earth  peace,  good  will  towards  men.5'’ 

We  mull  carry  thefe  ideas  with  us  as  a  corre&ive 
to  the  vehemence  of  poetical  enthufiafm,  and  learn 
flill  to  diftinguifh  between  the  rapturous  praife  and 
cenfure  of  a  female  patriot,  and  the  calm,  equitable, 
unbiased  applaufe  or  condemnation  of  unerring  wif- 
dom  and  eternal  juftice.  In  the  picture  of  human  na¬ 
ture  here  fufpended  before  our  eyes,  we  behold  it,  as 
it  is,  not  what  it  ought,  in  all  refpeQs,  to  be. 

Deborah  having  propofed  her  fubjeft,  in  plain  and 
fimple  terms,  in  the  fecond  verfe,  and  fummoned  the 
princes  and  potentates  of  the  earth  to  Men  to  her 
fong,  as  if  the  whole  world  were  interefted  in  the  event 
fhe  was  about  to  celebrate,  die  prefents  to  them  an  ob¬ 
ject  fupremely  worthy  of  their  attention  and  rever¬ 
ence,  namely,  the  great  Jehovah  marching  in  awful 
hate  before  the  armies  of  his  people,  and  delivering  to 
them  his  dreadful  law  from  Sinai,  while  univerfal  na¬ 
ture  bears  witnefs  to  the  prefence  of  the  Creator  and 
Lord  of  all.  “  The  earth  trembling,  the  mountains 
melting,  the  powers  of  heaven  diaken.” 

From  thence  die  turns  a  weeping  eye  to  the  recent 
miferies  of  her  yet  bleeding  country,  and  fummons 
her  compatriots  to  gratitude  and  joy,  for  the  deliver¬ 
ance  of  that  day,  from  the  recolleftion  of  the  cruel 
reftraints  under  which  they  fo  lately  lived,  and  the 
calamities  which  they  endured  :  and  fhe  rifes  into 
holy  rapture  at  the  thought,  that  a  gracious  Providence 
had  not  only  wrought  ialvation  for  his  people,  but 
made  her  the  bleded  indrum’ent  of  effe&ing  it.  But 
in  recalling  the  memory  of  former  evils,  in  order  to 
awaken  holy  joy,  die  fails  not  to  trace  thofe  evils  up 
to  their  proper  fource,  in  order  to  excite  holy  forrow 
and  contrition  ;  “  They  chofe  new  gods  ;  then  was 
war  in  the  gates  :  was  there  a  lhield  or  fpear  feen 
among  forty  thoufand  in  Ilrael  ?,5# 

The 
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The  great  object  of  the  prophetefs  is,  to  imprefs  this 
everlafting  and  unchangeable  truth,  that  fin  is  the 
ruin  of  any  nation,  and  that  falvaticn  is  of  the  Lord. 
The  moment  a  new  god  is  fet  up,  behold  a  new  ene¬ 
my  is  in  the  gate.  That  inftant  the  idol  is  pulled 
down,  the  hope  of  Ifrael  revives.  The  poetic  queflion 
of  Deborah,  was  there  a  fhield  or  fpear  feen  among 
forty  thoufand  in  Ifrael  ?”  exprelfes  the  higheft  de¬ 
gree  of  political  dejedtion  and  diftrefs  ;  and  reprefents 
the  infulting  foe,  as  not  only  filling  all  their  borders 
with  prefent  conllernation,  but  alfo,  undermining  all 
their  hope  for  the  time  to  come  ;  dripping  them  of 
every  kind  of  armour  both  for  defence  and  attack  ; 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  not  one  man,  out  of  forty  thou¬ 
fand,  was  furnilhed  for  the  field, 

A  Jewilh  Rabbin  *  has  given  a  turn  fomewhat  dif¬ 
ferent  to  the  words  of  the  text,  and  not  an  abfurcl  one, 
“  Has  Ifrael  chofen  new  gods  P  then  was  war  in  the 
gates.  Was  there  fhield  or  fpear  feen  among  forty 
thoufand  p”  that  is  to  fay,  “  From  the  time  that  Ifrael 
made  choice  of  ftrange  gods,  they  were  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  maintaining  war  in  their  gates  ;  or,  of  fup- 
porting  a  Handing  army  for  defence  againlt  the  inroads 
of  their  enemies,  Rut  now  that  you  offer  yourfelves 
willingly  to  the  Lord,  and  put  away  the  ftrange  gods 
which  are  among  you,  fee  whether  you  have  anv  need 
of  fhield  or  fpear  againft  the  mod  formidable  and 
numerous  hofts  of  foes,  agamic  the  thoufands  and 
forty  thoufands  of  Canaan  ?  No,  Jehovah  himfelf  is 
your  fhield  and  buckler,  he  fights  your  battles.  Heav¬ 
en  and  earth  combine  to  deltroy  the  adverlary,  the 
ftars  in  their  courfes  fought  againft  Sifera,  the  river 
Kilhon  fwallows  them  up.” 

“  My  heart  is  toward  the  governors  of  Ifrael,  that 
offered  themfelves  willingly  among  the  people.  Blefs 
ye  the  Lord.  Speak,  ye  that  ride  on  white  affes,  ye 
that  fit  in  judgment,  and  walk  by  the  way.  They 
that  are  delivered  from  the  noife  of  archers  in  the 

places 
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places  of  drawing  water  ;  there  (hall  they  rehearfe  the 
righteous  acts  of  the  Lord,  even  the  righteous  acts  to¬ 
wards  the  inhabitants  of  his  villages  in  Ifrael ;  then 
fha.ll  the  people  of  the  Lord  go  down  to  the  gates.”  * 
I  hat  we  may  enter  into  the  true  fpirit  of  the  patriotic 
bard,  let  us  fuppofe,  what  it  is  apparent  (he  has  in 
view,  namely,  feverally  to  addrefs  the  various  orders 
and  descriptions  of  men,  whereof  the  Ifraelitifh  (fate 
was  compofed,  and  who  had  each  a  peculiar,  as  well 
as  a  common  intereft,  in  the  falvation  which  they  cele¬ 
brated.  She  begins  with  her  companions  in  the  war¬ 
fare,  who,  roufed  by  her  exhortations,  and  a  fenfe  of 
their  country's  wrongs,  had  cheerfully  offered  them- 
felves  to  this  laborious  and  hazardous  fervice.  “  My 
heart  is  toward  the  governors  of  Ifrael,  that  offered 
themfelves  willingly  among  the  people.  Blefs  ye  the 
Lord.”  f  They  heft  knew  how  little  was  due  to  hu¬ 
man  fkill  and  valour,  how  much  to  the  gracious  and 
powerful  interpofition  of  Heaven  ;  let  them,  there¬ 
fore,  lead  the  band,  and  aferibe  unto  Jehovah  the 
glory  due  unto  his  name.  She  next  turns  to  the  civil 
governors  and  judges  of  the  land,  and  invites  them  to 
continue  the  long.  Speak,  ye  that  ride  on  white 
affes,  ye  that  fit  in  judgment,  and  walk  by  the  way.”]; 
Such  was  the  fimple  ftate  in  which  the  rulers  of  Ifrael 
travelled  from  place  to  place,  adminiftering  juftice. 
The  ideas,  in  her  addrefs  to  them,  are  tender  and  pa¬ 
thetic,  and  may  be  thus  extended,  u  Alas !  my  affo- 
ciates  in  government,  it  was  but  yefterday,  that  we 
were  rulers  without  fubjefts,  judges  with  out  a  tribu¬ 
nal,  and  without  authority  :  the  lives  and  property  of 
Ifrael  were  not  fecured  and  protefted  by  law,  but  were 
at  the  difpofal  of  a  foreign  lawlcfs  defpot  ;  and  your 
progrefs  through  the  land  in  the  exercife  of  your  high 
office,  was  checked  and  overawed  by  a  licenfed  ban¬ 
ditti.  Let  us  rejoice  together,  that  government  has 
reverted  to  its  channel  ;  the  highways  are  no  longer 

blocked 
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blocked  up,  and  therefore  no  longer  unoccupied. 
Place  your  thrones  of  judgment  where  you  will,  in  the 
gate,  in  the  highway,  the  communication  is  open, 
there  is  none  to  make  you  afraid,  the  enemies  whom 
you  have  feen,  you  lhali  fee  them  no  more  again  for¬ 
ever.” 

Her  next  addrefs  feeins  to  be  made  to  the  fir ep herds 
of  the  lately  opprefled  country.  u  They  that  are  de¬ 
livered  from  the  noife  of  archers  in  the  places  of 
drawing  water  ;  there  fhall  they  reheat  fe  the  righteous 
acts  of  the  Lord,  even  the  righteous  adts  towards  the 
inhabitants  of  his  villages  in  Ifrael  ;  then  fhall  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Lord  go  down  to  the  gates.”  *  They  are 
reprefented  as  trembling  at  the  found  of  their  own 
feet  among  the  pebbles  of  the  brook,  left  thereby 
they  fhould  awaken  the  attention  of  their  rapacious 
mailers  ;  they  are  afraid  to  drive  their  flocks  to  the 
watering  place,  left  they  fhould  expofe  themfelves  and 
their  harmlefs  fleecy  charge,  to  the  cruel  fhafts  of  the 
archer,  ever  on  the  watch  to  gall  and  annoy  them. 
But  now,  there,  even  there,  in  the  very  feene  of  their 
forrow  and  mifery,  where  the  ruffling  of  a  leaf  durft 
not  be  heard,  they  fhall  break  out  together  into  fing- 
ing  ;  there,  free  from  forrow,  free  from  fear,  u  fhall 
they  rehearfe  the  righteous  afts  of  the  Lord,  even  the 
righteous  acts  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  villages  in  If¬ 
rael.”  Finally,  fine  calls  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
villages,  the  hufbandmen  and  vine-drefiers,  to  add 
their  voices  to  the  f welling  band,  on  recovering  their 
tranquillity,  on  being  reftored  to  the  felicity  of  labour¬ 
ing  tor  themfelves,  and  faved  from  the  mortification 
of  feeing  lazy,  infolent  ftrangers  devouring  the  fruit 
of  their  painful  toil,  and  repairing,  as  before,  in  hap¬ 
pier  days,  to  their  own  gates,  to  their  own  judges  for 
juftice  and  judgement.  Thus  we  hear,  as  it  were,  the 
tuneful  choir  gradually  increafing  in  number,  the 
peafant  taking  up  the  fong  which  the  fhepherd  had 
put  into  his  mouth,  the  fhepherd  following  the  magif- 


*  Verfe  1 1. 


trate, 


/ 


-  *  . 

■  -  ■ 


' 


» 


72 


Lect.  V. 


Hijlory  of  Deborah . 

trate,  the  magiftrate  the  foldier,  till  all  Ifrael  becomes 
one  voice,  one  heart,  one  foul,  to  celebrate  the  high 
praifes  of  God.  Faint  representation  of  that  more 
glorious  confummation,  that  purer  triumph,  that  more 
aufpicious  day,  that  inexpreffibly  more  important  fal- 
vation,  to  which  the  believer  in  Chrifl  Jefus  looks  in 
hope... 

The  voice  of  this  univerfal  chorus  having  ceafed,  a 
fol  emn  paufe  of  fome  moments  feems  to  enfue  ;  when 
the  divinely-inlpired  poetels  awakes  to  new  rapture ; 
and  die  harmony  of  myriads  of  joyful  voices  fubfides 
into  the  melody  of  one  Ample  Hrain.  46  Awake, 
awake,  Deborah  :  awake,  awake,  utter  a  fong  :  arife, 
Barak,  and  lead  thy  captivity  captive,  thou  fon  of 
Abinoam.”  *  What  genuine  touches  of  nature  have 
we  here,  what  fimplicity,  what  pathos,  what  fublimity  ! 
She  feems  tq  regret  her  exhaufted  powers  ;  her  fpirit  is 
Hill  willing  ;  fhe  cannot  bear  to  ceafe  fo  foon  from  fo 
divine  an  employ  ;  fhe  Harts  into  frefh  enthufiafm. 
Having  put  v/ords  of  praife  into  the  mouths  of  a  whole 
faved  people,  fine  takes  up  her  own  peculiar  Hrain  ; 
—  Awake,  awake,  Deborah  :  awake,  awake,  utter  a 
fong  And  then,  turning  to  the  companion  of  her 
victory,  excites  him  to  make  a  public  difplay  of  the 
wonderful  trophies  of  that  wondrous  day  ;  66  Arife, 
Barak,  and  lead  thy  captivity  captive,  thou  fon  of 
Abinoam.”  Exhibit  them  in  chains,  who  had  forged 
chains  for  the  hands  and  feet  of  Ifrael  ;  lead  them 
captive,  who  led  in  captivity  the  free-born  fons  of 
God  ;  fhew  triumphantly  the  fpoils  of  them  that  fpoil- 
ed  thee  ;  “  the  prey  taken  from  the  mighty,  and  the 
lawful  captive  delivered  them  that  “  oppreffed  thee 
fed  with  their  own  flelh,  and  drunken  with  their  own 
blood,  as  with  fweet  wine  a  righteous  “  God  con¬ 
tending  with  them,  who  contended  with  thee.” 
46  Thou  fon  of  Abinoam.”  She  roufes  her  noble  col¬ 
league  to  excel  in  praife,  as  he  had  excelled  in  coun- 
fel  and  courage,  by  one  of  the  moH  powerful  motives 
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cf  human  ccndpfl:,  the  honour  of  his  father’s  name 
and  family.  Let  the  names  of  Barak  and  Abinoam 
be  tranfmitted,  hand  in  hand,  with  refpeft,  to  the  lat- 
eft  generations ;  let  the  world  know  that  on  Abinoam 
a  gracious  Providence  conferred  the  diftinguifhed  hon¬ 
our  of  being  the  father  of  the  father  of  his  country. 

It  is  not  anceftry,  it  is  not  country  that  can  beltow 
celebrity  on  a  deedlefs  name,  on  an  idle  or  worthlefs 
character  ;  it  is  illuftrious  virtue,  it  is  fuperior  wif- 
dom,  it  is  ufeful  ability  that  confers  nobility,  true  no¬ 
bility  on  families,  and  celebrity  on  countries.  Con¬ 
tending  cities  claim  the  honour  of  giving  birth  to 
Homer.  Strip  Athens  of  her  renowned  fons,  and  file 
finks  into  a  mafs  of  rocks  and  fand.  How  would  the 
heart  of  Abinoam  glow  with  delight,  as  often  as  the 
found  of  his  name  reached  his  ears,  in  connexion, 
with  that  of  a  fon  whom  a  grateful  country  acknowl¬ 
edged,  and  celebrated  with  fongs,  as  its  faviour  ! 

In  the  13th  verfe  we  fee  the  low  and  reduced  flate 
of  Ifrael  again  brought  into  view,  to  prepare  for  a  frefh 
difeovery  of  the  power  and  goodnefs  of  God,  and  to 
exhibit  in  another  point  of  light,  the  folidity,  ffrength 
and  fecurity  of  his  church,  “  out  of  weaknefs  made 
ftrong,”  “  waxing,”  in  a  moment,  u  valiant  in  fight, 
turning  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens.”  4C  Then 
he  made  him  that  remaineth  have  dominion  over  the 
nobles  among  the  people  :  the  Lord  made  me  have 
dominion  over  the  mighty.”  *  In  two  ftriking  par¬ 
ticulars,  this  gracious  interpofition  of  Heaven  is  em¬ 
phatically  pointed  out.  “  He  made  him  that  remain¬ 
eth  to  have  dominion.  It  was  not  the  jtrength  of  If¬ 
rael  which  God  employed  in  crufhing  the  “  nobles” 
and  pride  of  Canaan,  it  was  not  by  oppofmg  force  to 
force,  fkiil  to  fldll,  that  Providence  decided  the  con- 
teft  ;  but  by  a  fcattered,  broken  remainder  ;  but  by  a 
difpirited  handful,  that  durft  not  trufl  themfeives  in 
the  plain  againft  the  enemy,  but  by  an  unarmed  rab¬ 
ble  whom  Sifera  held  in  contempt,  that  Jehovah  tram¬ 
pled 
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pled  the  glory  of  Jabin  in  the  duft ;  as  by  a  cake  of 
barley  bread  rolling  down  upon  a  tent  and  levelling  it 
with  the  ground. 

1  o  fet  the  divine  fovereignty  in  a  hill  Wronger  light, 
Deborah  fuggefts,  but  not  in  the  fpirit  of  felf-confi- 
dence,  that  when  God  did  appear  for  his  people,  he 
did  it  not,  by  kindling  martial  ardour  and  refentment 
in  manly  bofoms,  by  putting  the  machine  in  motion 
in  the  ufual  way  ;  but  by  creating  a  new  thing  in  the 
earth  ;  by  endowing  a  woman  with  more  than  manly 
fagacity  and  refolution  ;  by  making  a  woman  the  life 
and  foul  of  a  finking  nation  ;  that  God  himfelf  might 
have  the  undivided  praife.  “  The  Lord  made  me 
have  dominion  over  the  mighty.”  Is  it  not  fomewhat 
remarkable,  that  Deborah  is  only  once  defcribed  as 
the  wife  of  Lapidoth  ?  whereas  Barak  is  repeatedly, 
both  in  hiftory  and  in  fong,  brought  forward  as  the 
fon  of  fuch  a  father.  Is  it  to  mark  the  bafe  degener- 
acy  of  Ifrael  at  this  period  ?  all  mafculine  virtue  ex- 
tinguilhed,  and  importance  funk  ;  the  only  trace  of 
the  exiftence  of  the  man,  that  he  was  the  hufband  of 
fuch  a  woman  ?  The  repetition  of  this  relation  there¬ 
fore  may  have  been  omitted,  becaufe  it  would  have  re¬ 
flected  reiterated  difgrace  upon  the  one,  without  add¬ 
ing  much  to,  perhaps  fomewhat  detracting  from,  the 
glory  of  the  other.  Whereas  the  blazoning  of  a  fon’s 
praife,  inftead  of  detracting  from,  is  the  moft  gratify¬ 
ing  addition  to,  a  father’s  honour. 

In  the  paffage  which  follows,  the  prophetefs  goes 
with  a  poetical  and  prophetic  enthufiafm  into  a  detail 
of  the  diftinguilhing  characters,  of  the  feveral  tribes  of 
Ifrael,  according  to  the  part  which  they  had  taken,  or 
negleCted  to  take,  in  the  caufe  of  their  country,  at  this 
trying  crifis,  which  at  prefent  I  fhall  Amply  quote, 
with  a  Angle  remark  ;  and  then  conclude.  66  And 

O  7 

the  princes  of  Iffachar  were  with  Deborah  ;  even  If- 
fachar,  and  alfo  Barak  :  he  was  fent  on  foot  into  the 
valley.  For  the  divifions  of  Reuben  there  were  great 
thoughts  of  heart.  Why  abodeft  thou  among  the 
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fheep-folds,  to  hear  the  bleatings  of  the  flocks  ?  for 
the  divifions  of  Reuben  there  were  great  iearchings  of 
heart.  Gilead  abode  beyond  Jordan  :  and  why  did 
Dan  remain  in  fhips  ?  A  flier  continued  on  the  fea- 
fhore,  and  abode  in  his  breaches.  Zebulun  and 
Naphtaii  were  a  people  that  jeoparded  their  lives  unto 
the  death  in  the  high  places  of  the  field. ”*  This  is 
the  third  time  that  prophetic  infpiration  has  prefented 


us  with  the  diferiminating  features  of  the  Ions  of  If¬ 
ni  cl,  and  of  the  tribes  which  defeended  from  them,  at 
three  different  periods,  and  in  very  different  fitua- 
tions — Jacob  on  his  dying  bed,  Moles  on  the  wing  to 
afeend  Mount  Nebo,  and  Deborah  on  the  defeat  of 
Sifera.  The  comparative  view  of  Ifrael  at  thefe  dif- 
tant  periods  feems  to  me  a  fubjeX  of  curious,  pleafant 
and  not  ufelefs  dilquilition,  and  I  mean  to  devote  the 
meditation  of  a  particular  evening  to  it. 

The  fealonf  arrefts  us  now,  and  demands  a  ferics 
of  reflexions  iuited  to  winter,  and  change,  and  de¬ 
cay,  and  death.  The  paft  rufhes  upon  our  memory 
and  afteXions  in  an  impetuous  tide.  The  future  ftill 
prefents  the  fame  impenetrable  curtain  to  our  eager 
eyes.  We  go  on  fondly  planning  ;  and  after  a  thou- 
fand  proofs  of  vanity,  return  to  treafure  up  for  our- 
felves  vexation  of  fpirit.  But  we  fhall  be  relieved  at 
length,  and  ere  long  land  on  that  fhore  where  fear 
and  hope  are  no  longer.  If  permitted  to  enter  on  the 
commencement  of  another  year,  we  fhall  endeavour 
to  improve  that  kind  indulgence,  by  endeavouring  to 
fuggeft  refleXions  fuited  to  the  occafion.  If  permit¬ 
ted  to  advance  to  a  fecond  fabbath  in  a  new  year,  we 
fhall  attempt  to  refume  .our  accuftomed  puriuits  :  If 
to  any,  this  be  the  laft  opportunity  of  the  kind,  the 
folemn  farewell  is  now  taken.  And  kind  is  that  Prov¬ 
idence  which  does  not  always  let  us  know  when  we 
are  faying  “  finally  farewell  which  permits  the  bit- 
ternefs  of  death  to  pafs  before  we  are  fenfible  it  is 
come,  Woe,  woe,  woe,  to  the  man  who  is  punifhed  with 
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the  forefight  of  the  evil  that  is  coming  upon  him.  The 
exploits  of  a  Deborah  and  a  Barak  now  live  only  in 
the  page  of  hiftory  ;  their  fong  is  now  to  be  found 
only  in  a  few  meafured  words,  whofe  rythm  is  loft,- 
whofe  fenfe  is  obfcure,  whofe  fpirit  is  evaporated.  But, 
my  friends,  we  have  this  day  been  commemorating  * 
an  event  which  will  never  fink  in  oblivion,  never  i'pend 
its  force,  never  lofe  its  importance.  We  have  this 
day  been  carrying  on,  keeping  up  the  fong,  which  the 
enraptured  Ihepherds  of  Bethlehem  caught  two  thou- 
fand  years  ago  from  a  choir  of  the  heavenly  hoft, 
which  is  ever  pleafing,  ever  new  ;  let  us  again  refume 
it,  and  teach  it  to  our  children.  “  Glory,  glory  to 
God  in  the  higheft,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  to¬ 
wards  men.”  Bleffing  and  honour,  and  glory,  and 
power  be  unto  Him  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and 

unto  the  Lamb,  forever  and  ever.”  Amen.  Halle- 
l 

*  In  the  participation  of  the  Lord’s  fupper, 
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LECTURE  VI. 

JUDGES  V.  20,  21. 

1 They  fought  from  heaven  :  the  Jlars  in  their  eourfei 
fought  againji  S  if  era*  The  river  of  Kifhon  fwept  them 
away ,  that  ancient  river ,  the  river  Kifhon :  0  my 
foul?  thou  haft  trodden  down  Jlrength . 

In  turning  over  the  hallowed  page  of  irifpiration,  and 
contemplating  the  various  revolutions  of  human  af¬ 
fairs  which  it  unfolds,  we  feem  tranfported  to  a  fupe- 
rior  region;  we  behold  the  earthly 'ball  rolling  round 
beneath  our  feet ;  we  witnefs  the  birth,  the  progrefs, 
the  diffolution  of  nations  ;  we  learn  to  correct  the 
prejudices  of  education,  and  our  narrownefs  of  con¬ 
ception  ;  we  no  longer  ignorantly  admire,  nor  fuper- 
cilioufly  defpife  our  fellow-creatures  ;  we  adore  the 
great  Father  and  Lord  of  all,  who  “  has  of  one  blood 
formed  all  nations  of  men  to  inhabit  upon  the  face  of 
the  whole  earth,5'  and  “  whofe  kingdom  ruleth  over 
all.55  From  that  elevation,  we  obferve  with  humble 
acquiefcence  and  holy  joy,  the  defigns  of  eternal  Prov¬ 
idence,  maturing,  and  executing  themfelves  ;  the  in¬ 
dividual  palling  away,  but  the  fpecies  permanent  * 
ftates  and  kingdoms  changing  their  form,  their  fpirit* 
their  character ;  but  human  nature  the  fame  under 
every  government,  in  every  climate,  under  every  Iky. 
We  behold  regions,  and  periods,  and  nations  rifing  in- 
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to  notice,  into  eminence,  into  importance,  by  the  tab 
ents,  the  virtues,  the  addrefs  of  one  man,  of  one  wom¬ 
an  ;  and  returning  again  to  obfcurity  and  infignifi- 
cance,  through  a  defect  of  wifdom,  of  public  fpirit,  of 
exertion. 

i  he  hillory  of  perhaps  no  nation  exhibits  fuch 
linking  and  inftructive  variety  of  character  and  event, 
as  that  or  the  pofterity  of  Abraham.  It  is  interefting 
in  itfelf,  and  it  is  clofely  connected  with  the  general 
interests  or  mankind,  ihat  people,  through  a  difper- 
fion  of  near  two  thoufand  years,  have  preferved  an  ex- 
ifrence.  Hated,  defpifed  and  perfecuted  by  all  other 
nations,  they  remain  unextirpated  ;  a  monument  at 
once  of  the  vengeance  and  of  the  care  of  Heaven  :  and 
unequivocal  intimations,  from  the  oracles  of  truth, 
hold  them  up  as  the  objects  of  eternal  Providence,  in 
events  of  fuperior  magnitude,  yet  to  take  place. 

We  have  followed  the  lucceffive  changes  which  they 
underwent,  with  lucceffive  emotions  cf  afloniihmeiit, 
exultation,  indignation  and  forrow.  And  we  find 
them,  at  the  defeat  of  Sifera  and  his  hoft,  in  a  fitua- 
tion  highly  critical  and  interefling.  The  prophetefs 
Deboraa  in  tins  celebrated  fong,  goes  into  a  compara¬ 
tive  delineation  of  the  respective  merit  and  demerit  of 
the  feveral  tribes  ;  and  thereby  enables  us  to  eftimate 
the  particular  character  of  each,  at  different  eras  of 
their  political  exigence.  Jacob  on  his  death-bed,  and 
Mofes  on  the  wing  to  depart,  in  his  valedictory  ad¬ 
drefs,  prefent  us  with  a  fimilar  opportunity  5  of  which 
we  are  now  to  avail  ourfelves,  in  the  two-fold  view  of 
extending  a  little  our  pittance  of  knowledge  of  human 
nature,  and  increafmg  our  admiration  of,  and  depend¬ 
ence  upon,  the  Divine  Providence. 

In  the  dying  benediction  of  Jacob,  Judah,  his  fourth 
fon,  and  the  tribe  which  fliould  fpring  from  him,  make 
a  moft  confpicuous  figure.  The  fpirit  of  prophecy 
employs  every  image  expreffive  of  power,  greatnefs, 
plenteoufnefs  and  duration,  to  reprefent  the  future 
eminence  and  fuperiority  of  that  tribe.  In  all  the 
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mufters  which  were  made  oX  the  people  during  the 
forty  years  wandering  in  the*  wildernefs*  and  in  the 
diftribution  of  place  and  ftaticui  according  to  divine 
appointment,  in  their  encampments  and  removals,  we 
ftilj.  find  Judah  excelling  in  number  and  ftrength,  and 
occupying  the  poll  of  honour.  But  Mofes  takes  leave 
of  that  tribe,  with  a  very  flight  degree  of  notice  ;  and 
in  the  fong  of  Deborah  their  name  is  not  fo  much  as 
mentioned,  nor  is  any  allufion  made  to  any  exploit  of 
theirs,  in  celebrating  the  triumph  of  that  eventful 
day.  Indeed  the  fpirit  and  pre-eminence  of  Judah 
feems  to  have  been  gradually  on  the  decline,  from  the 
days  of  Caleb,  who  conquered  and  difpofTeiTed  the 
forts  of  Anak  ;  till  they  were  revived,  maintained  and 
extended  under  David  and  Solomon.  And,  lor  fever- 
al  centuries,  we  find  this  prerogative  tribe,  which  was 
dedined  to  the  lading  honours  of  royalty  and  rule, 
deeping  in  oblivion  and  unimportance  with  the  infig- 
nificant  tribe  of  Simeon,  which  hardly  ever  achieved 
any  aCtion,  or  produced  any  perfonage  worthy  of  be¬ 
ing  remembered.  Of  fo  much  confequence  is  one 
man  in  a  tribe,  in  a  nation,  in  a  world. 

But  the  perfon  and  tribe  the  mod  didinguifhed  in 
the  prophecy  of  Jacob,  and  the  blefling  of  Mofes,  are. 
alfo  the  mod  didinguifhed  in  this  triumphant  anthem., 
Ephraim,  the  younger  fon  of  Jofeph,  the  beloved  fo 11 
of  Jacob,  raifed  by  the  dedination  and  interpofiti.on 
of  high  Heaven,  to  power  and  precedency  over  hie;  el¬ 
der  brother.  To  the  exertions  of  this  branch  of  the 
houfe  of  Jofeph,  in  conjunction  with  thofe  of  Zebulun 
and  Naphtali,  the  victory  now  by  the  bleffmg  of  God 
obtained  over  the  armies  of  Canaan  was  chieflv  to  be 
aicribed.  I  he  fpirit  of  their  father  Jofhua,  dead  in 
fo  many  other  of  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  is  alive  in 

them,  and  happily  is  propitious  to  the  common 
caule. 

A  fevere  cenfure  of  the  conduft  of  the  two  tribes 
and  a  half  beyond  the  river,  is  more  than  infinuiated  * 
it  is  brought  direCtly  forward.  They  are  represented 
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tis  totally  loll  to  all  public  fpirit,  and  wrapt  up  in  cold 
felfiihnels  and  indifference.  Jordan  was  a  kind  of  de¬ 
fence  to  them  front  the  Canaanitifh  foe,  and  the  cries 
of  their  oppreffed  brethren  beyond  the  river  are 
drowned  in  the  more  interefting  bleatings  of  their  own 
flocks.  The  fame  fpirit  of  felfifhnefs  is  reprefented  as 
pervading  the  tribes  who  inhabited  the  fea  coafts,  Dan 
and  Afher,  and  who,  fubfifting  by  trade,  and  abforbed 
by  the  love  of  gain,  fteeled  their  hearts  to  the  feelings 
of  fympathy  and  hurhanity.  Drawing  their  fuppiies 
from  the  ocean,  they  forget  they  have  a  country  ;  and 
under  the  influence  of  one  domineering  luft,  all  the 
better  claims  of  the  human  heart,  are  luppreifed  and 
filenced.  They  purfue  their  merchandize,  as  the  oth¬ 
ers  attended  to  their  fheep  farms,  regardlefs  what 
their  wretched  countrymen  meanwhile  endured. 
«  For  the  divifions  of  Reuben  there  were  great 
thoughts  of  heart.  Why  abodeft  thou  among  the 
fheep-folds,  to  hear  the  bleatings  of  the  flocks  ?  For 
the  divifions  of  Reuben  there  were  great  fearchings  of 
heart.  Gilead  abode  beyond  Jordan  :  and  why  did 
Dan  remain  in  fhips  ?  Afher  continued  on  the  fea-fhore, 
and  abode  in  his  breaches.”* 

Such  is  the  general  view  of  the  flate  of  Ifrael  at 
this  period,  which  the  words  of  Deborah  convey. 
The  import  of  many  of  the  expreflions  which  the 
prophetefs  employs  to  convey  her  feelings  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  we  pretend  not  to  underfland  or  to  explain. 
Is  it  any  wonder  that  in  a  poetical  compofition  up¬ 
wards  of  three  thoufand  years  old,  in  a  language  fo 
*  little  ftudied,  referring  to  a  hiftory  of  which  the  out¬ 
line  only  is  drawn,  there  fhould  be  many  things  diffi¬ 
cult  to  be  underftood  ?  This  much  is  evident  upon  the 
face  of  it,  that  Ifrael  at  that  unhappy  period  exhibited 
a  fpeftacle,  bearing  but  too  near  a  refemblance  to 
what  our  own  times  f  have  feen  dreadfully  realized. 

A  whole 
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A  whole  hoft  of  foes,  a  world  in  arms,  combined  to 
work  the  downfall  of  a  finful,  devoted  country.  Inter¬ 
nal  difcord,  the  extin&ion  of  public  virtue,  the  do¬ 
minion  of  bare-faced  iniquity — but,  the  arm  of  the 
Lord  is  revealed,  and  falvation  is  wrought. 

The  picture  which  the  poetefs  draws  of  the  defpe- 
rate  ftate  of  Ifraelitilh  affairs  is  truly  affecfting  ;  and  is  a 
happy  preparation  for  a  difplay  of  that  unexpected 
and  aftonifliing  relief,  which  had  juft  turned  their 
forrow  into  gladnefs.  Judah  lulled  afleep  in  liftlefs 
inaction,  without  exertion,  without  exigence  ;  a  fourth 
part  of  the  national  force,  on  the  other  fide  Jordan, 
carelefs,  tending  their  flocks ;  another  fourth  devoted 
to  their  private  traffic  ;  the  fword  of  judgment  in  the 
feeble  hand  of  a  female  ;  confederated  kings  threaten¬ 
ing  their  utter  extirpation  ;  enemies  numerous, 
“  ftrong  and  lively,  and  hating  them  with  a  cruel  ha¬ 
tred  what  power  can  diffipate  the  gathered  ftorm  ? 
That  power  which  fays  to  the  roaring  ocean,  “  Hith¬ 
erto  {halt  thou  come,  but  no  further,  and  here  fliall 
thy  proud  waves  be  ftayed.”  “  They  fought  from 
heaven  :  the  ftars  in  their  courfes  fought  againft  Sife- 
ra.”#  Behold,  all  nature  engaged  in  the  caufe  of 
IfraePs  God.  The  heavenly  hoft  firft  take  up  the 
quarrel ;  angels,  legions  of  “  angels  that  excel  in 
ftrength  “  the  leaft  of  whom  could  wield  thefe  ele¬ 
ments.”  The  molf  powerful  and  fplendid  parts  of 
inanimate  nature  feel  the  alarm,  and  join  their  influ¬ 
ence  ;  “  the  ftars  in  their  courfes.”  The  earth  quick¬ 
ly  hears  the  heaven  ;  the  waters  fwell  and  rage  ; 
Kifhon  increafed,  moft  probably,  by  the  recent  dread¬ 
ful  tempeft  which  had  fallen  from  the  air,  rifes  fudden- 
ly  upon  them,  and,  like  the  Red  Sea  of  old,  fwallows 
up,  as  in  a  moment,  the  enemy  and  the  avenger. 

There  is  a  Angular  force  and  beauty  in  the  repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  name  of  the  river,  with  the  addition  of  the 
epithet  cc  ancient.”  It  is  natural  for  men  to  value 
themfelves  on  the  antiquity  of  their  country,  and  its 
Vql,  VI,  F  cities, 
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cities.  It  is  the  fond  term  which,  in  the  honeft  pride 
and  exultation  of  our  hearts,  we  affix  to  our  own  land  ; 
it  feems  to  confer  additional  dignity  and  importance  ; 
we  affociate  in  the  idea,  the  valour  and  fuccefs  of  form¬ 
er  times  ;  we  feel  our  hearts  attracted  as  to  a  com¬ 
mon  parent ;  filial  affedlion  and  brotherly  love  revive 
at  the  found.  In  the  enthufiafm  of  pious  and  poetical 
infpiration,  Ihe  bellows  animation  and  paffion  on  the 
flood  ;  fhe  reprefents  it  as  rifing  in  pride  and  joy,  and 
overflowing  its  banks,  to  ferve  the  caufe  of  ancient 
friends,  lying  under  the  rod  of  infolence  and  oppref- 
fion.  And  the  period  pathetically  clofes,  with  the 
prophetefs,  in  a  Angle  wrord,  apoflrophizing  herfelf 
as  the  honoured,  happy  inftrument  of  co-operating 
with  intelligent  and  animated  nature  in  trampling 
pride  and  cruelty  into  the  duft.  “  O  my  foul,  thou 
haft  trodden  down  ftrength.” 

I  have  already  anticipated  much  of  what  I  had  to 
fay,  on  the  fuhjefl:  of  the  glowing  eulogium  which  Deb¬ 
orah  pronounces  on  the  condudt  of  “  Jael,  the  wife  of 
Heber.”  Permit  me  only  to  repeat,  that  in  order  to 
our  fully  adopting  the  fentiments  of  the  Ifraelitifh  poet- 
efs,  we  muft  be  acquainted  with  many  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  which  the  concifenefs  of  the  lacred  hiftory 
enables  us  not  to  difcover  ;  that  there  is  a  Angularity 
in  the  whole  conduct  and  occafion  of  the  bufinefs, 
which  forbids  it  to  be  drawn  into  a  precedent,  and 
pleaded  in  ordinary  cafes  as  an  example  or  an  excufe  ; 
that  we  are  to  diftinguifh  carefully  betwixt  the  poetic 
ardour  and  enthufiafm  of  a  female  bard  and  patriot, 
and  the  calm,  unimpaffioned  praife  and  cenlure  of 
found  reafon,  or  the  deliberate  approbation  of  the  God 
of  truth,  mercy  and  juftice.  We  know  certainly  that 
God  cannot  love  nor  commend  perfidy,  cruelty  or  re¬ 
venge.  But  he  juftly  may,  and  often  does  employ  the 
outrageous  paffions  of  one  great  offender  to  punifh 
thofe  of  another.  And  that  through  ignorance,  prej¬ 
udice,  or  wilful  mifconception,  the  wifeft  of  men  are 
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very  incompetent  judges  of  the  ways  and  works  of  the 
Almighty. 

The  winding  up  of  this  facred  poem,  fuggefts  the 
moil  fatisfa&ory  apology  for  the  condudl  of  Jael,  an  1 
accounts  at  the  fame  time  for  the  warmth  of  the  {trains 
in  which’ Deborah  celebrates  that  conduct.  It  is  the 
horrid  ufe  which  conquerors  ufually  made  of  vidory, 
to  which  I  allude.  The  wretched  females  of  the  van* 
quilhed  people  fell  a  prey  to  the  brutal  lu(t  of  the 
vidtors..  I  his  was  a  cafe  fo  common  that  “  the  moth¬ 
er  of  Sifera  and  her  wife  ladies”  are  reprefented  as  fo 
loft  to  feminine  delicacy  and  companion  as  remorfe- 
lefsly  to  exult  in  the  thought  of  portioning  out  the 
virgins  of  Ifrael  to  Sifera  and  his  foldiers,  as  the  mere 
inflruments  of  a  brutal  pleafure  ;  as  an  article  of  hor¬ 
rid  booty  for  the  lawlefs  plunderer.  “  The  mother 
of  Silera  looked  out  at  a  window,  and  cried  through 
the  lattice,  Why  is  his  chariot  io  long  in  coming  ? 
why  tarry  the  wheels  of  his  chariots  ?  Her  wife  ladies 
anlwered  her,  yea,  fire  returned  anfwer  to  herfelf,  Have 
they  not  fped  ?  have  they  not  divided  the  nrey  to 
every  man  a  damfel  or  two  ?  to  Sifera  a  prey  of  divers 
colours,  a  prey  of  divers  colours  of  needle- work,  of 
divers  colours  of  needle-work  on  both  fides,  meet' for 
the  necks  of  them  that  take  the  fpoil  ?”*  Now,  may 
we  not  fuppofe  both  Jael  and  Deborah  animated  with 
a  holy  indignation  againit  the  intended  violators  of 
their  fex  s  modeffy  and  honour,  and  with  a  holy  jov 
on  the  defeat  of  their  ungracious  purpofe  ?  May  we 
not^  innocently  fuppofq  a  mixture  of  virtuous  female 
lpint  mfpirmg  what  the  one  adted  and  the  other  fung  ? 
Our  pity  for  the  fallen  warrior,  and  his  untimely,  ini 
glorious  fate,  muff  of  courfe  abate,  when  we  conlider 
that  a  righteous  and  merciful  Providence,  by  whatever 
means,  fhortened  a  life,  and  flopped  a  career,  which 
threatened  the  life,  the  virtue,  the  happinefs  of  thou- 


F  2 

*  Ver.  28,  29,  30. 


In 


84 


Lect.  VL 


Hijhry  of  Deborah. 

In  perfonifying  the  character  of  Sifera’s  mother  and 
her  attendants,  Deborah  prefents  us  with  a  happy  im¬ 
itation  of  a  paflage  in  the  fong  of  Mofes  on  the  trium¬ 
phant  paiTage  of  the  Red  Sea  ;  where  the  poet  infin- 
uaies  himfelf,  by  a  bold  figure  of  eloquence,  into  the 
councils  of  Pharaoh,  overhears  their  formidable  refo- 
lutions,  and  in  the  clofe  of  the  fcene,  rejoices  in  fee¬ 
ing  their  counfels,  once  fo  much  dreaded,  turned 
into  foolifhnefs,  by  the  grace  and  power  of  Heaven. 

“  The  enemy  faid,  I  will  purfue,  I  will  overtake,  I  will 
divide  the  fpoil  ;  my  lull  fhall  be  fatisfied  upon  them  ; 

I  will  draw  my  fword,  my  hand  fhall  deftroy  them. 
Thou  didft  blow  with  thy  wind,  the  fea  covered  them  5 
they  fank  as  lead  in  the  mighty  waters.”*  So  here, 
Deborah  brings  in  the  matrons  of  Canaan  as  anticipa¬ 
ting  the  fruits  of  viftory,  prematurely  enjoying  the 
triumph  of  the  fubjeclion  of  the  Ifraelitifh  damfels  to 
their  own  pride,  and  the  pleafure  of  their  warriors  ; 
and  file  infpirits  the  gratitude  and  joy  of  her  fair  coun¬ 
trywomen,  by  gently  hinting  at  the  dreadful  hazaid 
which  they  had  run.  This  too,  of  courfe,  diminifhes 
our  concern  for  the  cruel  difappointment  which  the 
mother  of  Sifera  endured,  looking  and  looking,  from 
her  window,  but  Hill  looking  in  vain  for  him  who  was 
never  more  to  return  ;  expefting  and  expecting  that 
lingering  chariot,  which  the  ancient  river  Kifnon  had 
Jong  ere  now  fwept  down  its  dream  :  flufhed  with 
hope,  only  to  make  calamity  more  bitter.  And  let 
that  hope  be  forever  blafted,  which  could  be  accom- 
plifhed  only  by  what  humanity  fhudders  to  think  of. 

'  Having  thus  enjoyed  felf-gratulation,  and  called 
forth  the  grateful  congratulations  of  her  delivered 
country,  and  with  heroic  ardour  trampled  on  difap- 
pointed  lull,  infolence  and  ambition,  {he  now  aims  a 
nobler  flight.  The  world  and  its  tranfitory  interefts 
and  employments  difappear.  fl  he  throne  of  Ood 
meets  her  enraptured  eye.  Private,  perfonal,  nation¬ 
al  animofity  are  no  more :  all,  all  is  10ft  in  the  highei, 

unlimited, 
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unlimited,  unchanging  interefts  of  the  divine  rd«ry 
bo  let  all  thine  enemies  peri/h,  O  Lord.”  This  is 
but  a  prophetic  enunciation  of  what  needs  mult  be 
After  one  revolution  has  obliterated  another  one 
mortal  intereft  fwallovved  another  up — after  the  dii- 
tindions  of  Jew  and  Gentile,  Greek  and  barbarian 

k,ond  -ien-  arC  loft  and  forg°tterb  the  honours  of 
the  divine  juftice  and  mercy  fhall  flourilh  and  prevail. 

hey  that  are  afar  from  him,  of  whatever  other  name 
or  defcnption,  /hall  peri/h  ;  and  the  workers  of  in- 
iquity  fhall  be  de/troyed.  ■ 

But  the  pious  leader  of  the  heavenly  theme  as  if 
unwilling  to  /hut  up  her  fong  with  an  idea  fo  gloomy 
as  the  awful  difpleafure  of  the  great  God  agairih  hi-- 
adverfanes,  relieves  herfelf  and  us,  by  taking  up  the 
more  encouraging  view  of  the  favour  of  Jehovah  to 

foul  f<R*;  lhUS  fhr  fervendy.  breathes  out  her 
,  ’  ,  ®ut  J-et  them  that  love  him,  be  as  the  fun 
when  he  goeth  forth  in  his  might. 9y 

Next  to  the  great  Lord  of  nature  himfelf,  who  is. 


r\  J-  1  r  . - to  us  mvifible. 

Or  dimly  feen,  in  thefe  his  lowe/t  works ; 

Milton. 

that  glorious  creature  °f  his  power,  the  fun  is  the 
moft  linking  and  impreffive  of  all  objects.  A^d  poels 
.  every  de/cription  have  enriched  and  ennobled  ‘the-'r 
^  mpofitmns  by  alJufions  to  the  glorious  orb  of  dav 
•  .thls  8r.eat  world  the  eye  and  foul,”  as  the  bri-hteft 

ivrXXSnf°fDfdty  here  bel0W’  the  fountain1  of 
'l£inf-d  l  eilleri0f  V- tal  Warmth’  the  P^ent  of  joy. 

e  m/pired  facred  writers  have  likewife  happily  em 

molt  glorious  anffl  ,  . 

’’  -  a  l“ht  if.; 

withn^c  k  !^nt  without  expe&ation  of  return 
Without  upbraiding,  in  an  unceafing  revolution  of  dif’ 

fufing  happmefs ;  aiming  at  refem&nce  to  Ws  Cret 
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tor  by  becoming  a  god  to  his  fellow-creatures.  It  is 
thus  that  Deborah  concludes  her  fong  ;  with  a  warm 
effuhon  of  faith,  and  hope,  and  defire,  that  righteouf- 
nefs  might  abound  and  increafe,  that  good  men  might 
be  in  fuccefiion  raifed  up,  each  in  his  day  a  light  to  his 
country,  to  mankind  ;  “  going  forth  as  the  iun  in  is 
mi«ht,  from  luftre  to  ftill  higher  luftre,  from  ufeful- 
nefs  to  ufefulnefs,  without  diminution  and  without  end. 
By  the  fame  funple  but  powerful  imagery  the  wile 
man  reprefents  the  progrefs  of  true  goodnefs ;  _  the 
path  of  the  juft  is  as  the  fhining  light,  that  Ihineth 
more  and  more  unto  the  perfed  day.  And  \\  Adorn 
itfelf  by  a  fimilar  fuggeftion  animates  the  zeal  and 
fupports  the  induftry  of  thofe  who  were  to  teach  his 
religion  to  the  nations  of  the  earth;  “  Ye  are  the 
light  Of  the  world.  Let  your  light  fo  lhme  before 
men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glori  y 

your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  . 

To  the  whole  is  affixed  an  hiftoncal  note,  ffiort  in¬ 
deed,  but  highly  interefting  and  important  ;  “And  the 
land  had  reft  forty  years.”  This  is  the  nobleft  eulo- 
pium  of  Deborah,  the  moft  honourable  diiplay  of  her 
talents  and  virtues.  If  there  be  feelings  worthy  of  en¬ 
vy,  they  are  thofe  of  this  exalted  woman,  on jefleding 
that  God  had  honoured  her  to  rdlore  liberty  and 
peace  to  her  country  ;  and  to  eftabhlh  fuch  a  iyftem 
of  adminiftration  of  juftice,  of  civil  government  of 
military  difcipline,  and  of  religious  worfhip,  as  preferv- 
ed  the  public  tranquillity  for  forty  years.  How  ef- 
fectually  may  every  individual  ferve  the  communi  >  . 
Of  what  importance,  then,  is  every,  the  meaneft  in  - 
vidual !  How.  lafting  and  how  extenfive  is  the  influence 
of  real  worth  !  There  is  one  way  m  which  every  man 
may  be  a  public  bleffing,  may  become  a  o  Htis 

country-— by  cultivating  the  private  virtues  of  the  man 

I  proceed  to  illuftrate  the  female  charafter  its  ami- 
ablenefs.  ufefulnefs  and  importance,  in  nerfons  and 
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fcenes  of  a  very  different  complexion  ;  in  the  lefs  glar¬ 
ing,  but  not  lefs  inftru&ive  hiftory  of  Ruth,  the  Mo- 
abitefs,  and  Naomi,  her  mother-in-law  ;  happy  to  ef- 
cape  the  fcenes  of  horror  and  blood  which  are  the  fub- 
je£t  of  the  remainder  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Ifraelitilh 
judges. 


Hiftory 


LECTURE 


VII. 


RUTH  i.  I — -5, 


Now  it  came  to  pafs  in  the  days  when  the  judges  ruled \ 
that  there  was  a  famine  in  the  land .  And  a  certain 
man  of  Bet h dehem -  jf  udah  went  to  fojourn  in  the  country 
of  Moabj  he  and  his  wife  and  his  two  fons .  And  the 
name  of  the  man  was  E  lime  lech ,  and  the  name  of 
his  wife  Naomi ,  and  the  name  of  his  two  fom 
Mahlon  and  Chilion ,  Ephrathites  of  Bethdehem-Ju- 
dah .  And  they  came  into  the  country  of  Moah , 
and  continued  there .  And  Elimelech ,  Naomi9 s  hufband , 
died ;  and  Jhe  was  left  and  her  two  fons .  And  they 
took  them  wives  of  the  women  of  Moab  ;  the  name  of 
the  one  was  Or  pah ,  and  the  name  of  the  other  Ruth  : 
and  they  dwelled  there  about  ten  years .  And  Mahlon 
and  Chilion  died  alfo  both  of  them  ;  and  the  woman  was 
left  of  her  two  fons 5  and  her  hufband . 


The  perpetual  viciffitude  that  prevails  in  the  fyf- 
tem  of  the  univerfe,  and  in  the  conduct  of  Providence, 
is  adapted  to  the  nature,  and  conducive  to  the  happi- 
nefs  of  man.  The  fucceffion  of  day  and  night,  alter¬ 
nate  labour  and  repofe,  the  variations  of  the  changing 
feafons  lend  to  each,  as  it  returns,  its  peculiar  beauty 
and  fitnefs.  We  are  kept  (till  looking  forward,  we 
are  ever  hovering  on  the  wing  of  expectation,  rifmg 

from 
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from  attainment  to  attainment,  preffing  on  to  fome 
future  mark,  purfuing  fome  yet  unpoffefled  prize. 
The  hireling,  fupported  by  the  profpect  of  receiving 
the  evening’s  reward,  cheerfully  fulfils  the  work  of 
the  day.  The  hufbandman,  without  regret,  perceives 
the  glory  of  fummer  palling  away,  becaufe  he  lifts  up 
his  eyes  and  “  beholds  the  fields  white  unto  the  har- 
veft  and  he  fubmits  joyfully  to  the  painful  toil  ol 
autumn,  in  contemplation  of  the  reft  and  comfort  he 
fhall  enjoy,  when  thefe  fame  fields  fhall  be  white  with 
fnow,  It  is  hunger  that  gives  a  relifh  to  food  ;  it  is 
pain  that  recommends  eafe.  The  value  of  abundance 
is  known  only  to  thofe  who  have  fullered  want,  and 
we  are  little  fenfible  what  we  owe  to  God  for  the  bleff- 
ing  of  health,  till  it  is  interrupted  by  ficknefs. 

The  very  plagues  which  mortality  is  heir  to,  have 
undoubtedly  their  ufes  and  their  ends  :  and  the  fword 
may  be  as  neceffary  to  draw  off  the  grofs  humours  of 
the  moral  world,  as  ftorm  and  tcmpeft  are  to  difturb 
the  mortal  ftagnation,  and  to  chafe  away  the  poifonous 
vapours  of  the  natural.  Weak,  fhort-fighted  man  is 
affuredly  unqualified  to  decide  concerning  the  ways 
and  works  of  infinite  wifdom  ;  but  weak,  labouring, 
wretched  man  mayfurely  repofe  unlimited  confidence 
in  infinite  goodnefs. 

During  the  dreadful  times  when  there  was  no  king 
in  Ifrael,  the  whole  head  was  fo  fick,  the  w'hole  heart 
fo  faint,  the  whole  mafs  fo  corrupted,  that  an  ocean 
of  blood  muft  be  drained  off,  before  it  can  be  reftored 
to  foundnefs  again.  Not  only  one  rotten  limb,  but 
the  whole  body  is  in  danger  of  perifhing,  and  noth¬ 
ing  but  a  painful  operation  can  fave  it.  The  ftdlful, 
firm,  but  gentle  hand  of  Providence  takes  up  the  in- 
ftrument,  cuts  out  the  difeafe,  and  then  tenderly  binds 
up  the  bleeding  wounds.  Relieved  from  the  diftrefs 
of  beholding  brother  lifting  up  the  fpear  againft  broth¬ 
er,  from  hearing  the  fhouts  of  the  vidtor,  and  the 
groans  of  the  dying,  wre  retire  to  contemplate  and  to 
partake  of  the  noifelefs  fcenes  of  domeftic  life  ;  to  ob- 

fcrve 
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Jerve  the  wholefome  forrows  and  guiltlefs  joys  of  calm- 
neis  and  obfcurity ;  to  join  in  the  triumphs  of  fenfi- 
bility,  and  to  lolace  in  the  foft  effufions  of  nature  ;  to 

fimple,  and  feed  with  the  poor.” 
i  he  little  hidory  on  which  we  are  now  entering,  is 
one  of  thofe  which  every  where,  and  at  all  feafons, 
muft  afford,  pleafure  and  indrudion.  It  is  a  mod  in¬ 
tending  dilplay  of  ordinary  life,  of  fimple  manners, 
of  good  and  honed  hearts  ;  of  the  power  of  friendfhip 
and  the  rewards  of  virtue.  It  forms  an  important 
link  in  the  chain  of  providence,  and  the  hidory  of 
redemption.  1  here  is  perhaps  no  dory  that  has  been 
wrought  into  fo  many  different  forms,  transfufed  in¬ 
to  fo  many  different  languages,  accommodated  to  fo 
many  different  fituations,  as  the  hidory  of  Ruth.  It 
is  felt,  from  the  cottage  up  to  the  palace,  by  the  ruf- 
tic  and  the  courtier,  by  the  orphan  gleaner  in  the 
field,  and  the  king’s  daughter.  The  man  of  tade  de¬ 
lights  in  it  on  account  of  the  artlefs  ftrudure,  elegant 
didion,  and  judicious  arrangement  of  the  tender 
tale.  The  friend  of  virtuous  fenfibility  delights  in  it, 
for  the  gentle  emotions  which  it  excites,  and  the  ufe- 
iul  leffons  which  it  inculcates.  The  pious  foul  rejoices 
in  it  from  the  enlarged,  the  indrudive,  the  confola- 
tory  views  of  the  divine  providence  which  it  unfolds. 
The  inquiring  and  devout  chridian  prizes  it,  as  dand- 
ing  in  connexion  with  the  ground  of  his  faith,  and 
contributing  to  drengthen  the  evidence,  and  explain 
the  nature  of  “  thofe  things  wherein  he  has  been  in- 
druded,”  and  on  which  he  reds  for  falvation.  Happy 
the  man,  who,  poffeffing  all  thefe  qualities,  Ihall 
perufe  and  employ  it  as  a  corredor  and  guide  to  the 
imagination,  as  a  fupport  to  the  fpirit,  as  a  light  to 
the  underdanding,  a  monitor  to  the  confcience,  a 
guard  to  the  affedions,  and  a  faithful  indrudor  to 
the  heart. 

The  particular  era  of  this  dory  is  not  marked  by 
the  facred  penman,  neither  has  he  been  direded  to 
affix  his  name  to  his  precious  little  wrork.  In  general 
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it  was  not  in  the  times  of  boifterous  anarchy  and  wild 
uproar,  that  Boaz  cut  down  his  barley,  and  Ruth 
cleaned  after  the  reapers.  The  fruits  of  the  field  were 
protected  to  the  owner  by  lawful  authority,  and  jufiice 
was  adminiftered  by  the  elders  in  the  gate. 

If  we  confider  that  the  life  of  man  was  now  reduced 
to  the  common  ftandard,  that  David  was  the  fourth 
in  order  of  fucceffion  from  Boaz,  and  allow  thirty  or 
thirty-five  years  to  be  the  medium  ftandard  of  diftancc 
from  one  generation  to  another,  the  marriage  of  Boaz 
with  Ruth  will  be  thrown  upon  the  fhort  adminiftra- 
tion  of  his  townfman  lbzan,  the  luccelfor  of  Jep- 
tha,  of  which  we  have  only  a  brief  account :  u  And 
after  him,  lbzan  of  Bethlehem  judged  Ifrael.”  * 

Samuel  is  generally  underftood  to  have  written  both 
this  book  and  the  preceding,  and  thereby  to  have  pre- 
fervedthe  hiftorical  feries  of  events  from  Jofhua  to  him- 
felf,  almoji  unbroken  ;  and  alfo  the  genealogical  deduc¬ 
tion  of  fucceflion  down  to  David,  in  whom  the  roy¬ 
al  line  of  the  houfe  of  Judah  commenced,  altogether 
uninterrupted.  And  while  we  behold  Rahab  the  har¬ 
lot,  a  woman  of  Jericho,  and  Ruth  the  Moabitefs,  not 
only  admitted  to  the  rank  of  mothers  in  Ifrael,  but 
mothers  of  a  race  of  kings,  mothers  in  the  line  of 
“  Meffiah  the  Prince,”  we  are  admonifhed  as  Peter  was 
long  afterward,  on  a  different  occafion,  “  not  to  call 
that  common  or  unclean  which  God  hath  purified.” 

Ifrael  was  now  enjoying  the  blefling  of  good  gov¬ 
ernment,  but  the  land  is  vifited  with  a  calamity  which 
no  fagacity  of  government  could  forefee  or  prevent, 
and  no  human  power  remove, — with  famine.  Bethle¬ 
hem  itfelf,  the  houfe  of  bread,  fo  called  from  the  fer¬ 
tility  of  the  circumjacent  fields,  finks  under  the  pref- 
fure  of  this  fore  evil,  and  Elimelech,  one  of  the  chiefs 
of  his  tribe,  is,  like  the  moft  illuftrious  of  his  anceftors, 
driven  to  feek  fubfiftence  in  a  flrange  land. 

Every  land  according  to  its  place  on  the  globe  has 
its  peculiar  climate,  foil,  production.  One  is  water¬ 
ed 
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if-  t^y  the  cIoudi?  of  heaven,  another  by  an  inundation 
ot  “e  waters  of  the  earth.  Here  the  rain  defcends 
according  to  no  fixed  law,  either  as  to  feafon  or  quan¬ 
tity,  there  it  is  meafured  to  a  drop,  and  timed  to  a  mo. 
ment._  On  the  regularity  or  uncertainty  of  thefe  dif- 

£fDUtl°o  ky  th£  hand  of  nature,  or  the  intervention 
of  i  rovidence,  depend  the  comfort,  the  very  fuftenta- 
tmn  of  human  life  ;  on  them  depends  all  the  variation 
of  vegetable  produce,  as  to  plenty  or  fcarcity,  as  to 
greatnefs,  wnolefomenefs,  pleafantnefs  and  their  con¬ 
traries.  Hence  the  fame  country  is  one  year  as  the 
garden  of  God,  for  beauty  and  abundance,  and  the 
next  as  the  waffe  howling  wildernefs  ;  Canaan  now 
uows  with  mils  and  honey,  and  gives  bread  to  the  full 
and  anon  eats  up  its  inhabitants.  We  hear  an  offend- 
ec  a  j  a  merciful  God,  by  the  mouth  of  the  fame 
prophet,  reproving  and  threatening  human  thought- 
iefs_nefs  and  ingratitude  in  relation  to  this  interesting 
iubject,  m  thele  glowing  terms  :  “  She  did  not  know 
tnat  I  gave  her  corn  and  wine  and  oil,  and  multiplied 
her  filver  and  gold,  which  they  prepared  for  Baal  ; 
therefore  will  I  return  and  take  away  my  corn  in  the 
time  thereof,  and  my  wine  in  the  feafon  thereof,  and 
will  recover  my  wool  and  my  flax,  given  to  cover 
her  nak^dnefs.  -And  I  will  deflroy  her  vines  and  her 
fig-trees,  of  which  fhe  faid,  Thefe  are  my  rewards  which 
my  lovers  have  given  me  :  and  I  will  make  them  a 
foreft,  and  the  beads  of  the  field  fliall  eat  them.” 
And  thus  relents  the  God  of  grace  towards  penitent 
returning  children,  I  will  betroth  thee  unto  me 
in  faithfulnefs,  and  thou  flialt  know  the  Lord.  And 
it  (hall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  I  will  hear,  faith  the 
Lord,  I  will  hear  the  heavens,  and  they  fliall  hear  the 
earth,  and  the  earth  fliall  hear  the  corn  and  the  wine 
and  the  oil,  and  they  fliall  hear  Jezreel  ;  and  I  will 
low  her  unto  me  in  the  earth,  and*  I  will  have  mercy 
on  her  that  had  not  obtained  mercy.”  Such  is  the 
myfterious  fcale  of  both  mercy  and  judgment.  Thus 
univerfal  nature  is  combined  in  one  firm  league  to 
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opprefs  and  confound  God's  adverfary.  Thus  every 
creature,  every  event  unites  in  preserving  the  exig¬ 
ence,  and  promoting  the  happinefs  of  his  repenting, 
dutiful,  obedient  children. 

Elimelech  feeks  and  finds  refuge  in  Moab,  for  “  the 
earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fulnefs  thereof and  he 
has  given  commandment,  Let  mine  outcafts  dwell 
with  thee,  Moab  and  that  one  word  difarms  in  an 
inflant  national  animofity,  repreffes  the  rage  of  the 
lion,  quenches  the  violence  of  fire.  The  fugitive  of 
Bethlehem- Judah  finds  kindnefs  and  protection  among 
inveterate  enemies  ;  Daniel  fleeps  Secure  amongft  the 
fierceft  of  the  Savage  tribes  ;  and  the  three  children  of 
the  captivity  walk  unhurt  in  the  midft  of  the  flaming 
furnace. 

We  fee,  at  firft,  nothing  but  one  of  thofe  inffances 
which  every  day  occur,  of  the  fad  reverfes  to  which 
individuals,  families,  ftates  are  liable  ;  the  downfall 
and  diftrefs  of  an  ancient  and  reputable  houfe.  Strug¬ 
gling  with  penury,  and  forced  into  exile  ;  but  we 
foon  difcover,  that  the  eternal  eye  is  fixed  on  a  nobler 
object,  that  the  hand  of  omnipotence  is  preparing  the 
materials  and  laying  the  foundation  of  a  more  mag¬ 
nificent  fabric  ;  that  infinite  wifdom  is  bringing  low 
the  royal  houfe  of  Bethlehem,  only  to  reftore  it  with 
greater  Splendour. 

We  have  before  us  at  once  the  cure  of  pride  and  of 
defpair.  Behold,  O  man  of  an  hundred  anceftors, 
and  of  an  hundred  thoufand  acres,  behold  Elimelech, 
the  Son  of  Abraham,  poor  and  defpifed  ;  the  head  of 
the  tribe  of  Judah,  a  ftranger  in  a  Strange  land,  ex¬ 
iting  through  Sufferance,  Supplied  through  foreign, 
bounty  ;  and  remember  by  what  a  brittle  tenure  thv 
privileges  and  pofieflions  are  held.  Confider,  child 
of  adverfity,  whom  no  man  knows,  whom  no  one  re¬ 
gards,  confider  yonder  neglected,  reduced,  extinguifh- 
ed  family,  and  behold  from  the  afhes  of  the  expiring 
phoenix,  an  immortal  offspring  arifing,  whofe  flight 
neither  time  nor  Space  can  limit,  and  feel  thine  own 
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importance,  and  aim  only  at  high  things,  and  trull  in 
omnipotence  for  the  execution  of  its  own  eternal 
purpofe. 

In  a  country  and  among  a  people  where  names  were 
not  mere  arbitrary  founds,  but  conveyed  a  meaning 
connected  with  character,  with  hiltory,  with  expe&a^ 
tion,  thole  of  Elimelech,  “  my  God  is  king,”  and  of 
his  wife  Naomi,  ct  the  pleafant  one,”  from  their  pe¬ 
culiar  import,  mull  have  a  reference  to  certain  cir- 
cumftances  in  their  hiftory  which  are  not  recorded. 
The  former  might  be  dictated  by  the  fpirit  of  prophe¬ 
cy,  and  be  fignificant,  without  the  intention  of  them 
who  impofed,  or  of  him  who  bore  it,  of  the  future 
greatnefs  to  which  the  family,  through  the  favour  of 
Heaven,  Ihould  arife,  in  the  perfons  of  David,  of  Solo¬ 
mon,  and  that  long  fucceffion  of  princes  which  finally 
centered,  and  was  abforbed,  in  the  perfon  of  Chrift, 
David’s  fon  ;  yet  David’s  Lord.  The  particulars  of 
his  own  ftory  that  have  reached  us,  are  too  few  and 
too  general  to  admit  of  our  difeerning  any  reference  or 
application  of  his  name  to  his  character,  office  or  con¬ 
dition  :  but  we  know  enough  of  the  chara&er  and 
hiftory  of  Naomi  to  juftify  the  fuitablenefs  of  the  ap¬ 
pellation  to  her  perfon,  difpofitions  and  final  attain¬ 
ments. 

In  the  difafters  which  befal,  and  the  fuccefles  which 
attend  certain  families  and  individuals,  we  behold  an 
apparent  partiality  of  diftribution  that  confounds  and 
overwhelms  us.  Death  enters  into  that  houfe,  paffes 
from  couch  to  couch,  fpares  neither  root  nor  branch ; 
the  infatiate  fiend  never  fays  it  is  enough.  Whatever 
that  poor  man  attempts,  be  the  fcheme  ever  fo  judi- 
cioufly  formed,  ever  fo  diligently  profecuted,  uniform¬ 
ly  fails  ;  the  winds  as  they  change,  the  ftars  in  their 
courfes  fight  againft  him.  The  very  miftakes  of  his 
neighbour  turn  out  profperoufly,  his  fails  are  always 
full,  his  children  multiply,  his  wealth  increafes,  his 
mountain  Hands  ftrong.  Is  God  therefore  unwife, 
capricious,  partial  or  unjuft  ?  No,  but  we  are  blind, 
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contra&ed,  prefumptuous.  We  can  difcern,  can  com¬ 
prehend,  only  here  and  there  a  little  fragment  of  his 
works,  we  are  gone,  before  the  event  has  explained 
itfelf ;  it  requires  the  capacity,  the  eternity  of  God 
himfelf  to  take  in  the  mighty  whole  of  his  plan. 

The  houfe  of  Elimelech  exhibits  an  affecting  in- 
fiance  of  the  inequality  we  have  been  mentioning. 
The  fad  account  of  famine,  of  banilhment,  of  degrada¬ 
tion,  of  dependence,  is  at  length  clofed  with  death. 
Difeafe  of  body,  co-operating  with  diffrefs  of  mind, 
probably  the  eftedt  of  it,  fhortens  his  days,  and  termi¬ 
nating  his  own  worldly  mifery,  dreadfully  aggravates 
the  woes  of  the  unhappy  furvivors.  Wretched  mo'th- 
er,  left  to  flruggle  alone  with  poverty,  folitude,  danger, 
and  negiecl  :  far  from  friends,  encompalfed  with  ene¬ 
mies,  loaded  with  the  charge  of  two  fatherlefs  children, 
not  more  the  objects  or  aftedtion,  than  the  fources  of 
anxiety  and  care  i  While  Elimelech  lived,  penury  was 
hardly  felt  as  a  burden  ;  in  exile  thou  Wert  always  at 
home  ;  fecludea  from  lociety,  the  converfation  of  one 
ftill  difpelled  the  gloom.  Thy  fons  afforded  only  de- 
light,  becaufe  that  delight  was  participated  in,  by  him 
who  had  a  common  interefl  with  you  in  them  :  but 
all  is  now  changed,  every  load  is  accumulated  feven- 
fold,  every  comfort  is  embittered,  every  profpedt  is 
clouded  :  the  paft  prefents  nothing  but  regret  •  the 
future  difclofes  nothing  but  defpair.  ° 

She  feems  to  have  given  up  at  this  period  all 
thoughts  of  returning  to  her  native  country,  and,  mak¬ 
ing  a  virtue  of  dire  neceffity,  attempts  to  naturalize 
her  familyun  the  land  of  Moab,  by  allying  her  fons 
through  marriage,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country! 

he  fenfe  of  the  lofs  fhe  has  fuftained  gradually  yields 
to  the  lenient  hand  of  time,  and  to  the  ivveet  hope  of 
feeing  the  houfe  of  her  beloved  hufband  built  up,  and 
nis  name  revived  in  the  perfons  of  his  grand-children. 
Alas,  what  is  the  hope  of  man  !  the  flatterer  has  been 
only  decoying  her  into  a  greater  depth  of  woe  •  her 
two  remaining  props  fink,  one  after  another,  into  the 
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duft  ;  all  that  the  eyes  defired  is  taken  away  with 
ftroke  upon  ftroke  ;  and,  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  a 
mother’s  wretchednefs,  both  her  fons  die  childlefs, 
and  hope  expires  with  them.  Now  fhe  is  a  widow  in¬ 
deed,  and  exhaufled  nature  finks  under  the  preffure. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  many  interpreters,  that  the  pre¬ 
mature  death  of  the  young  men  was  a  judgment 
from  heaven  to  puniih  their  illegal  intermarriage  with 
ftrange  and  idolatrous  women.  It  becomes  not  man 
to  judge  ;  and  we  know  that  God  executeth  only 
righteous  judgment  ;  and  in  wrath  frill  remembers 
mercy. 

Thus  in  three  fhort  lines  the  facred  hi  dorian  has  de¬ 
livered  a  tragic  tale  that  comes  home  to  the  boiom  of 
every  one  that  pofleffes  a  fpaik  of  fenfibility.  It  is  a. 
domeftic  ftory  ;  it  reprefents  fcenes  which  may,  which 
do  happen  every  day.  It  admonilhes  every  one  in 
how  many  points  he  is  vulnerable,  how  defencelefs  he 
is  againft  the  thunderbolts  of  Heaven.  It  awfully 
difplays  the  evil  of  fin,  and  the  wrath  of  God  againft 
all  ungodlinefs  and  unrighteoufnefs  of  man.  If  fuch 
be  the  temporal  effeCts  of  his  vengeance,  how  bitter 
muft'be  the  cup  which  his  juft  difpleafure  mingles  for 
incorrigible  offenders,  in  a  ftate  of  final  retribution  ! 
How  pleafing  to  reflect  that  trials  of  this  fort  do  not 
always  flow  "from  anger,  that  they  are  the  wholefome 
feverity  of  a  father,  that  they  aim  at  producing  real 
n-ood,  that  they  in  the  iffue  really  “  yield  the  peacea¬ 
ble  fruits  of  righteoufnefs.”  The  darknefs  of  night  at 
length  yields  to  the  glorious  orb  of  day,  the  fliadow 
of  death  is  turned  into  the  morning,  and  the  defolate 

is  as  fhe  who  hath  an  hufband. 

This  makes  way  for  the  introduction  of  the  heroine 
of  this  eventful  hiftory  ;  and  we  become  interefted  in 
her  from  the  very  firft  moment.  The  Jewifti  writers, 
to  heighten  our  refpeft  for  Ruth,  perhaps  from  a  piti¬ 
ful  defire  to  exalt  their  own  anceftry,  make  her  the 
daughter  of  a  king  of  Moab,  and  as  they  are  never 

timorous  in  making  affertions,  or  forming  conjecture* 
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on  fuch  occafions,  they  tell  you  her  father  was  Eglon 
whom  Ehud  flew.  It  is  hardly  probable  that  a  prince 
of  that  country  would  have  given  his  daughter  in 
marriage  to  a  needy  adventurer  who  had  baniihed 
himfelf  from  his  country  through  neceflity.  But  of 
little  importance  is  it,  whether  fhe  were  born  a  prin- 
cefs  or  no.  Nature  has  adorned  her  with  qualities 
fuch  as  are  not  always  to  be  found  in  the  courts  of 
kings  ;  qualities  which  bell  adorn  high  birth,  and 
which  ennoole  obfcurity  and  indigence  5  fidelity  and 
attachment  ;  a  foul  capable  of  fond  refpeft  for  de¬ 
parted  worth,  and  living  virtue  :  magnanimity  to  fa- 
crilice  every  thing  the  heart  holds  dear,  to  decency, 
fiiendfhip,  and  leligion  ;  magnanimity  to  encounter, 
without  repining,  painful  toil  and  humiliating  depend- 
wnce,  in  lultilling  the  duties  of  gratitude,  humanity, 
and  piety.  How  eloquent  is  file  when  fhe  fpeaks, 
how  gi  eat  when  fhe  fays  nothing,  how  tranfcendently 
exalted  in  all  Ihe  thinks,  fpeaks  and  afts  !  With  what 
divine  art,  fhall  I  fay,  is  fhe  introduced  in  the  facred 
drama  ?  Alter  we  have  oeen  melted  into  pity  by  the 
calamities  of  Naomi’s  family,  and  feen  the  widowed 
mourner  finking  under  wave  upon  wave  ;  and  the 
prolped  of  progeny,  the  lafl  darling  hope  of  an  Ifrael- 
itiih  matron,  rudely  torn  from  her,  lo  an  angel  in  the 
orm  of  a  damfel  of  Moab,  a  mourner  and  a  widow 
like  herfelf,  appears  to  comfort  her,  and  makes  her 
to  know  by  fweet  experience  that  he,  that  fire,  has  not 
lolt  all,  who  has  found  a  kind  and  faithful  friend. 

W  hat  is  the  found  of  the  trumpet,  and  a  long  train  of 
mute  and  Iplendid  harbingers,  compared  to  the  fimple 
preparation  of  unaffected  nature  !  Let  us  wait  her  ap¬ 
proach  in  blent  expe&ation  ;  and  nrufe  on  what  is 
pall. 

•—Behold  one  generation  of  men  goeth  and  another 
cometh  ;  one  planet  arifing  as  another  fets,  every  hu¬ 
man  advantage  balanced  by  its  correfponding  incon- 

vemency,  every  lofs  compenfated  by  a  comfort  that 
grows  out  of  it. 
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—Behold  the  purpofe  of  the  Eternal  Mind  main¬ 
taining  its  ground  amidft  all  the  toflings  and  tempefts 
of  this  troubled  ocean,  triumphing  over  oppofitionr 
ferving  and  promoting  itfelf  by  the  wrath  of  man  and 
the  malice  of  hell,  out  of  darknefs  rifing  into  luftre, 
“  out  of  weaknefs  made  ftrong,”  by  the  energy  of 
the  great  firft  caufe,  acquiring  life,  vigour  and  prof- 
perity  from  the  extin&ion  of  means,  from  the  de~ 
flruftion  and  death  of  fecondary  caufes. 

Attend  to  the  great  leading  object  of  divine  revela¬ 
tion,  to  which  all  refer,  to  which  all  are  fubfervient, 
in  which  all  are  abforbed  and  loft.  I  will  make  men¬ 
tion  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  ;  of  Mofes  and  the 
prophets  ;  of  Boaz  and  Ruth.  66  I  will  make  mention 
of  Rahab  and  Babylon  to  them  that  know  me  ;  behold 
Philiftia  and  Tyre  with  Ethiopia  :  this  man  was  born 
there  ;  and  of  Zion  it  fhall  be  faid,  This  man  was  born 
in  her  :  and  the  Highefb  himfelf  fhall  eftablifh  her* 
The  Lord  fhall  count,  when  he  writeth  up  the  people. 
That  this  man  was  born  there.”  May  our  names  be 
written  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of  life,  among  the  living 
in  Jerufafem  l 

The  introduction*  of  thele  perfonages  and  events, 
one  after  another,  were  remote  fteps  of  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  gofpel  of  peace.  And  every  perfon  now 
born  into  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  every  event  now 
taking  place  in  the  adminiftration  of  human  affairs, 
is  a  little  fpace  in  the  great  fcale  of  eternal  Providence, 
and  a  gradual  preparation  for  the  final  confummation 
of  all  things.  Let  “  thy  kingdom  come,”  O  God  1 
Let  Satan’s  kingdom  be  deftroyed  ;  let  the  kingdom 
of  grace  be  advanced,  ourfelves  and  others  brought 
into,  and  preferved  in  it,  and  let  the  kingdom  of  glory 
be  haftened  !  Amen  ! 
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And  they  lift  up  their  voice ,  and  wept  again  :  and  Orpah 
ktjed  her  mother-in-law  ;  but  Ruth  clave  unto  her. 

ndjhefaid.  Behold ,  thy  JiJler-in-law  is  gone  back  unto 
her  people ,  and  unto  her  gods  :  return  thou  after  tbv 
JiJler-m-law.  And  Ruth /aid.  Entreat  me  not  to  leave 
thee,  or  to  return  from  following  after  thee  :  for  whither 
thou  goeji,  I  will  go  ;  and  where  thou  lodged ,  /  will 
lodge  :  thy  people  Jhall  be  my  people ,  and  thy  God  m? 
God :  where  thou  diejl ,  will  I  die,  and  there  will  I  be 
buried  :  the  Lord  do  fo  to  me,  and  more  alfo ,  if  ouzht 
death  part  thee  and  me.  Whenjhe  faw  that  Jhe  was 

untof^  minded  t0S°  her,  then  Jhe  left  fpeaking 

THE  calm,  untumultuous,  unglaring  fcenes  of  pri- 
vate  life,  afford  lefs  abundant  matter  for  the  pen  of  the 
hiftonan,  than  intrigues  of  ftate,  fenatorial  contention 
or  the  tremendous  operations  of  the  tented  field,  but 
tney  iupply  the  moralift  and  the  teacher  of  relidon 
with  more  pleafing,  more  ample,  and  more  generally 
mtereftmg  topics  of  ufeful  information,  andfalutary 
inftruftion.  What  princes  are,  what  ftatefmen  medi¬ 
tate,  what  heroes  achieve,  is  rather  an  objed  of  curiofi 
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ty  than  of  utility.  They  never  can  become  examples 
to  the  bulk  of  mankind.  It  is  when  they  have  de- 
fcended  from  their  public  eminence,  when  they  have 
retired  to  their  private  and  domeftic-  ftation,  when  the 
potentate  is  loft  in  the  man,  that  they  become  objects 
of  attention,  patterns  for  imitation,  or  beacons  fet  up 
for  admonition  and  caution. 

For  the  fame  reafon,  the  meek,  the  modeft,  the 
noifelefs  exhibition' and  exercife  of  female  excellence, 
occupy  a  fm&iler  fpace  in  the  annals  of  human  nature 
than  the  noify,  buttling,  forenfic  purfuits  and  employ¬ 
ments  of  the  other  fex.  But  when  feminine  worth  is 
gently  drawn  out  of  the  obfcurity  which  it  loves,  and 
advantageoufly  placed  in  the  light  which  it  naturally 
Hums,  O  how  amiable,  how  irreftftible,  how  attractive 
it  is  !  A  wife  and  good  woman  fliines,  by  not  feeking 
to  fnine  ;  is  rnoft  eloquent  when  ftie  is  filent,  and  ob¬ 
tains  all  her  will,  by  yielding,  by  fubmiffion,  by  pa¬ 
tience,  by  felf-denial. 

Scripture,  as  it  excels  in  every  thing,  fo  it  peculiarly 
excels  in  delineating  and  unfolding  the  female  charac¬ 
ter,  both  in  refpefl:  of  the  quantity  exhibited,  and  of 
the  delicacy,  force  and  effect  of  the  defign.  We  have 
already  feen  this  exemplified,  in  a  variety  of  inftances 
in  the  dignified  conjugal  attachment  and  refpect,  in 
the  matron-like,  confcious,  impatient  fuperiority  oi 
Sarah — in  the  maternal  partiality,  eagernefs  and  ad- 
drefs  of  Rebekah — in  the  jealous  difcontent  and  im¬ 
patience  of  Rachel — in  the  winning  condefcenfion, 
and  the  melting  commiferation  of  Pharaoh’s  daugh¬ 
ter — in  the  patriotic  ardour,  the  prophetic  elevation, 
the  magifterial  dignity  of  Deborah,  the  wife  of  Lapi- 
doth — in  the  unrelenting  firmnefs,  and  the  daring, 
enterprifmg  fpirit  of  Jael,  the  wife  of  Heber. 

Female  vice  and  worthlefsnefs  are  delineated  on  the 
facred  page  with  equal  (kill,  truth  and  juftice,  from 
the  infolence  of  Hagar,  and  the  treachery  of  Deliah, 
down  to  the  implacable  vengeance  of  Plerodias,  and 
the  infatiate  cruelty  of  her  accurfed  daughter. 

Three 
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Three  more  female  portraits  are  now  prefented  for 
our  infpedtion,  and  our  improvement ;  all  expreffive 
of  charafters  effentially  different,  all  poffeffing  features 
of  ftriking  refemblance,  all  exhibiting  qualities  which 
create  and  keep  alive  an  interefl,  all  copies  from  na¬ 
ture,  all  pourtrayed  by  the  hand  of  him  wha  knows 
what  is  in  man. 

We  have  wrlnefTed  the  wretchednefs  and  fympa- 
thized  in  the  forrows  of  Naomi,  my  pleafant  one^  reduc¬ 
ed  from  rank  and  fulnefs  to  obfcurity  and  indigence, 
banifhed  from  her  country  and  friends,  a  ftranger  in  a 
ftrange  land,  robbed  of  her  hufl)and,  bereaved  of  her 
children  ;  having  no  protestor  fave  Heaven,  no  hope 
or  refuge  but  in  the  peaceful  grave.  Behold  the 
thrice  widowed  mourner  bowing  the  head,  and  hid¬ 
ing  the  face  in  filent  grief.  She  is  dumb,  fhe  opens 
not  her  mouth,  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  done  it.  The 
miferable  partners  of  her  woe  only  increafe  and  em¬ 
bitter  it.  Two  young  women,  like  herfelf  widows, 
childlefs,  comfortlefs  ;  fondly  attached  to  her,  and 
tenderly  beloved  by  her,  becaufe  fondly  attached  to 
the  memory  of  their  hufbands  ;  but  their  mutual  af¬ 
fection  rendered  a  punifhment,  not  a  pleafure,  by  the 
preffure  of  poverty  and  the  bitternefs  of  negleCt.  At 
length  fire  is  roufed  from  the  ftupefaction  of  grief  by 
tidings  from  her  country,  from  dier  dear  native  city, 
and  a  ray  of  hope  difpels  the  gloom  of  her  foul.  She  • 
cc  hears  in  the  country -of  Moab  how  that  the  Lord 
had  vifited  his  people  in  giving  them  bread.” 

In  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  Providence,  there  is 
a  healing  balm  provided  for  every  wound.  The  leni¬ 
ent  hand  of  time  foothes  the  troubled  foul  to  peace  ; 
the  agitation  of  the  mind  at  laft  wearies  it  out,  and  lulls 
It  afleep,  and  its  weaknefs  becomes  its  flrength. 
Though  in  mifery  we  -cleave  to  the  love  of  life,  and 
having  loit  our  comforts  one  after  another,  we  are 
ftill  enabled  to  look  forward  with  fond  expectation  to 
a  new  fource  of  joy.  And  when  all  temporal  hope  is 
extinguifhed,  and  reluctantly  given  up,  the  fpirit  af- 
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ferts  its  own  immortality,  and  refls  in  hope  beyond 
the  grave.  Naomi  is  reduced  to  a  melancholy,  mor¬ 
tifying  alternative  ;  of  continuing  a  poor,  deferted  ex¬ 
ile  in  the  land  ofMoab,  or  of  returning  to  Bethlehem- 
Judah,  ftripped  of  all  her  wealth,  all  her  glory  ;  to  be 
an  object,  at  beft,  of  pity,  perhaps  of  contempt.  On 
this  however  fhe  refolves,  flattering  herfelf  that  change 
of  place  and  change  of  objefts  may  alleviate  her  dif- 
trefs. 

The  two  young  Moabitefles,  in  uniting  themfelves 
to  men  of  Ifrael,  had  renounced  their  own  kindred 
and  country,  perhaps  their  native  gods ;  and  therefore 
liften  with  joy  to  the  propofal  of  their  mother-in-law, 
to  return  to  Canaan.  It  is  the  more  pleafmg  to  ob- 
ferve  this  union  of  fentiment  and  affe&ion,  that  the 
relation  in  queftion  is  feldom  found  favourable  to  cor¬ 
diality  and  harmony.  It  furnifhes  a  prefumptive  proof 
of  the  goodnefs  of  all  the  three,  and  they  had  indeed  a 
moft  mournful  bond  of  union  among  themfelves — 
common  lofs,  common  mifery ;  and  the  heart  feems 
to  have  felt  and  acknowledged  the  ties  which  alliance 
had  formed  and  the  hand  of  death  had  rivetted. 

Behold  then  the  mother  and  her  daughters  turning 
their  back  on  the  painfully  pleafing  fcenes  of  joys  and 
forrows  paft,  unattended,  unprotefted,  unbefriended, 
difregarded,  as  fad  a  retinue  as  ever  wandered  from 
place,  to  place.  They  are  hardly  in  motion  from  their 
place,  when  Naomi,  penetrated  with  a  lively  fenfe  of 
gratitude  for  friendfhip  fo  generous  and  difmterefted, 
overwhelmed  with  the  profpefl:  of  the  ftill  greater  mif¬ 
ery  in  which  thefe  dutiful  young  women  were  about 
to  involve  themfelves,  from  their  love  to  her,  and  un¬ 
willing  to  be  outdone  in  kindnefs,  earneftly  entreats 
them  to  return  home  again,  urging  upon  them  every 
confideration  that  reafon,  that  affeftion,  that  prudence 
could  fuggeft,  to  induce  them  to  feparate  from  a  wretch 
fo  friendlefs  and  forlorn,  fo  helplefs,  fo  hopelefs  as 
herfelf.  To  fuffer  alone  is  now  all  the  confolation  fhe 
either  expefts  or  feems  to  wifh  ;  the  detlitute  condition 
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of  thefe  fillers  In  affliction,  is  now  her  heavied  bur¬ 
then.  Indeed  the  fituation  of  thefe  three  female  pil¬ 
grims  has  in  it  fdmething  wonderfully  pathetic  and 
interesting.  There  they  are  upon  the  road,  on  foot, 
with  all  the  weaknefs,  ignorance,  timidity,  uncertain¬ 
ty  and  irrefolution  of  their  fex ;  not  knowing  which 
way  to  bend  their  courfe,  expofed  to  the  craft,  violence 
or  infult  of  every  one  they  met ;  finking  under  the 
recollection  of  what  they  had  endured,  flirinking  from  \ 
the  apprehenfion  of  what  might  yet  be  before  them : 
attempting  to  comfort  each  other,  and,  in  that,  every  ' 
one  feeking  fome  {lender  confolation  for  herfelt. 
Think  on  the  failure  of  bread,  on  the  failure  of  mon¬ 
ey,  on  the  approaches  of  night,  on  the  natural  terrors 
and  dangers  of  darknefs,  on  the  favagenefs  of  wild 
beafts,  and  the  more  formidable  favagenefs  of  wicked 

men.  Think  -on  the  unkindnefs  and  indifference  of 

*  •  ■  1  /  1 

an  unfeeling  world,  and  the  darker  frowns  of  angry 
Heaven.  We  are  difpofed  to  weep  while  we  refleCt 
on  Jacob,  a  fugitive  from  his  father’s  houfe,  compof- 
ing  his  head  to  red  upon  a  pillar  of  done,  under  the 
canopy  of  the  open  fky.;  at  reflecting  on  Jofeph,  torn 
from  his  father’s  embrace,  fold  into  flavery,  cad  into 
a  dungeon  5  but  I  find  here  fomething  infinitely  more 
deplorable.  They  were  men,  fluffed  with  youthful 
fpirits,  with  youthful  hope  :  the  vigour  of  their  minds 
had  not  been  broken  down  by  the  iron  hand  of  afflic¬ 
tion,  their  profpeCts  were  enlivened  with  the  promifes 
and  vifions  of  the  Almighty  ;  but  thefe  unhappy  wan¬ 
derers  have  drunk  deep  of  the  cup  of  adverfity  ;  their 
fociety  is  worfe  than  folitude,  defpair  hangs  over  all 
their  future  profpeCts.  Stand  dill  and  died  the  tear 
of  compafiion  over  them,  ye  daughters  of  affluence, 
profperity  and  eafe,  who  dart  at  a  ffadow,  who  fcream 
at  the  fight  ot  a  harmlefs  moufo,  who  tremble  at  the 
rudling  of  a  leaf  fhaken  by  the  wind ;  ye  who  never 
knew  the  heart  of  a  dranger,  the  keen  biting  of  the 
wind  of  heaven,  the  dern  afpeCt  of  hunger,  the  furly 
blow,  or  fcornful  look  of  pride  and  cruelty.  Or  rath¬ 
er. 


xo4 


Lect.  VIII. 


Hi/lory  of  Ruth . 

er,  weep  over  them,  ye  whole  wounds  are  ftill  bleed¬ 
ing,  to  whom  wearifome  days  and  nights  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed,  who  by  the  experience  of  mifery,  have  learn¬ 
ed  to  pity  and  to  fuccour  the  miferable.  May  the  God 
of  mercy,  the  friend  of  the  orphan,  the  judge  of  the 
widow,  the  refuge  of  the  diftreffed,  have  mercy  upon 
them,  and  conduci  them  in  fafety  to  their  defired 
haven. 

Which  (hall  we  moft  admire,  the  generofity  and 
difintereflednefs  of  the  mother,  or  the  fteadinefs,  fpir- 
it  and  refolution  of  the  daughters  ?  How  pleafurable 
is  ftrife  of  a  certain  kind,  the  flrife  of  good  will,  of 
magnanimity,  of  gratitude,  of  piety,  of  felf-denial  ! 
The  language,  the  fentiments,  are  the  language  and 
fentiments  of  nature,  they  flow  from  the  heart,  and 
reach  the  heart.  ce  And  Naomi  faid  unto  her  two 
daughters-in-law,  Go,  return  each  to  her  mother’s 
houle  :  the  Lord  deal  kindly  with  you,  as  ye  have 
dealt  with  the  dead,  and  with  me.  The  Lord  grant 
you  that  ye  may  find  reft,  each  of  you,  in  the  houfe  of 
her  hufband.  Then  ftie  kiffed  them.  And  they  lift 
up  their  voice  and  wept.”  # 

The  good  woman  herfelf  admits  that  enough  of  re- 
fpefl;  has  been  paid  to  filial  and  conjugal  tendernefs  ; 
fhe  wifhes  and  prays,  as  a  recompenie  for  their  kind- 
nefs  to  the  living,  and  devotednefs  to  the  memory  of 
the  dead,  more  lafting  and  more  aufpicious  connexions 
with  hufbands  of  their  own  country.  She  propofes 
not,  recommends  not  the  affected,  conftrained,  in¬ 
voluntary  retirement  and  fequeftration  of  prudifh, 
fqueamilh  virtue  ;  and  they,  on  their  part,  affume  no 
unnatural  airs  of  immortal  grief ;  they  form  no  flim- 
fy  fufpicious  vows  of  undeviating,  unalterable  attach¬ 
ment  ;  make  no  clamorous,  unmeaning,  deceptions 
proteftation  of  love  extinguiffned,  and  never  to  be  re¬ 
kindled,  the  pitiful  artifice  of  little  minds  to  flatter 
themfelves,  and  catch  the  admiration  of  others.  How 
much  more  emphatical  the  fiient,  unprotefting  reply 
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of  Orpah  and  Ruth  !  “  She  killed  them  ;  and  they 
lift  up  their  voice  and  wept.'’  What  charming  elo¬ 
quence  is  heard,  is  feen,  is  felt  in  thofe  tears  !  Have 
thefe  lovely  damfels  lefs  regard  for  their  departed 
lords,  are  they  more  eager  to  form  new  alliances,  that 
they  fay  nothing  ?  I  cannot  believe  it.  Noify  grief  is 
quickly  over,  loon  fpends  itfelf.  Sincerity  leldorn 
calls  in  the  aid  of  exclamation,  vehemence  and  vows  ; 
but  dubious,  daggering  fidelity  is  glad  to  fupport  itfelf 
with  the  parade  of  woe,  and  the  pomp  of  declamation. 

Their  perfevering,  determined,  unproteliing  friend- 
Ihip  but  endears  them  the  more  to  their  venerable  par¬ 
ent,  and  inclines  her  the  more  powerfully  to  refift  their 
inclination,  and  prevent  the  facrifice  which  they  were 
dilpofed  to  make  ;  and  again  Ihe  has  recourfe  to  more 
earned  and  tender  expodulation,  refolved  to  offer  up 
a  noble  facrifice  to  maternal  tendernefs  in  her  turn. 
“And  Naomi  faid,  Turn  again,  my  daughters  :  why 
will  ye  go  with  me  ?  are  there  yet  any  more  fons  in 
my  womb,  that  they  may  be  your  hufbands  ?  Turn 
again,  my  daughters,  go  your  way  ;  for  1  am  too  old 
to  have  an  hulband.  If  I  Ihould  fay,  I  have  hope, 
if  I  fhould'  have  a  hulband  alfo  to-night,  and  fliould 
alfo  bear  fons  ;  would  ye  tarry  for  them  till  they  were 
grown  ?  would  ye  flay  for  them  from  having  huf¬ 
bands  ?  nay,  my  daughters  :  for  it  grieveth  me  much 
for  your  fakes,  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  is  gone  out 
againft  me.”* 

What  fweet  touches  of  unfophifticated  nature  prefs 
upon  the  heart,  in  perufmg  this  addrefs  !-  beyond  the 
pomp  and  power  of  art  to  reach.  Who  is  not  melted 
at  hearing  the  undiflembled  wailings  of  a  good  and 
honeft  mind,  mourning  for  others,  not  itfelf ;  calmly 
furrendering  its  own  intereft  in  the  joys  of  life,  but 
anxioufiy  defirous  to  procure  and  prelerve  them  for 
tuole  whom  Ihe  loved  as  her  own  loul  5  nobly  refi*  n- 
mg  that  coroul  ot  cordials,  virtuous  friendlhip,  when 
it  could  not  be  enjoyed  but  to  the  detriment  of  thofe 
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who  felt  and  expreffed  it ;  compofed  to  the  profpect 
and  fuffering  of  Solitary  anguilh,  provided  her  amiable 
children  were  reftored  to  the  rank,  affluence  and  com¬ 
fort  which  they  fo  well  deferved.  How  poor  and  con¬ 
temptible  are  the  contentions  for  precedency  and  pre¬ 
eminence,  the  emulation  of  fortune  and  drefs,  the  rage 
of  admiration  and  conquelt,  compared  to  this  !  How 
pleafant  is  it  to  fee  an  humble  fortune  dignified  and 
iupported  by  generofity  andgreatnefs  of  mind  ! 

The  touchftone  is  now  applied  to  the  affeCtion  of  the 
two  filters,  and  their  characters  and  merits  are  finally 
difclofed.  Orpah  fuffers  herfelf  to  be  perfuaded  ;  with 
regret  we  behold  her  refolution  overcome  ;  we  behold 
her  feparating  from  her  mother-in-law,  with  the  vale¬ 
dictory  kifs  of  peace,  and  returning  to  her  country 
and  her  gods  ;  and  we  hear  of  her  no  more.  But 
Ruth  cleaves  to  her  new  choice,  unmoved  by  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  her  fifler,  or  the  entreaties  of  her  mother,, 
fhe  perfifts  in  her  purpofe  ;  the  defertion  of  Orpah 
only  knits  her  heart  the  falter  to  her  adopted  parent, 
and  in  words  far  fweeter  than  the  nightingale’s  fong, 
fhe  breathes  out  her  unalterable  refolution  to  live  and 
to  die  with  her.  How  could  Naomi  find  in  her  heart 
to  make  another  attempt  to  lhake  off  fo  lovely  a  com¬ 
panion  ?  How  delighted  mult  fhe  have  been,  in  yield¬ 
ing  the  triumph  of  kindnefs  to  a  pleader  fo  irrefiltible  ! 
cc  And  Ruth  laid.  Entreat  me  not  to  leave  thee,  or  to 
return  from  following  after  thee  :  for  whither  thou 
goeft,  I  will  go  ;  and  where  thou  lodgeft,  I  will  lodge  ; 
thy  people  lhall  be  my  people,  and  thy  God  my  God  : 
where  thou  dielt,  will  I  die,  and  there  will  I  be  buri¬ 
ed  :  the  Lord  do  fo  to  me,  and  more  alfo,  if  aught  but 
death  part  thee  and  me.”  * 

The  mother  is  every  wray  outdone,  overcome,  and 
contends  no  longer — to  perfift  farther  had  been  cruel¬ 
ty,  net  friendlhip  ;  and  thus  mutual  fympathy  and 
deliberate  choice  have,  under  the  direction  of  all-ruling 
Providence,  formed  an  union  dearer  than  the  ties  of 
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jntereft,  or  even  the  bonds  of  nature  know  :  and  thus 
the  fame  breath  which  extinguifhes  the  fainter  fpark, 
blows  up  the  ftronger  into  a  purer,  brighter  flame  ; 
and  thus  the  God  who  has  all  hearts  and  all  events  in 
his  hand,  ever  rears  a  refuge  for  the  miferable,  pro¬ 
vides  a  remedy  againfl  defpair,  and  extracts  a  precious 
offence  from  calamity,  which  operates  its  own  cure. 
“  When  fhe  faw  that  fhe  was  ftedfaftly  minded  to  go 
with  her,  then  fhe  left  fpeaking  unto  her.”*  And 
thus  Ruth  Hands  without  an  equal,  without  a  rival. 
And  how  has  fhe  gained  the  glorious  fuperiority  over 
a  filler  ?  By  a  lofty  tone  and  an  overbearing  fpirit,  by 
the  poifoned  whifper,  and  the  dark  infinuatjon  ;  by 
fmoothnefs  of  forehead  and  malignity  of  heart  ?  No, 
but  by  perfeverance  in  well-doing,  and  adherence  to 
redlitude  ;  by  model!  firmnefs,  and  heart-affedling 
fimplicity  ;  by  undiffembled  affedtion  and  unaffected 
piety.  O  goodnefs,  how  pure,  how  fincere,  how  f'atis- 
fadtory  are  the  honours  which  crown  thy  head,  and 
dilate  thy  heart  ! 

It  is  impoffible  to  tire  in  contemplating  an  objedt  fo 
tranfcendently  excellent,  In  that  fair  form  all  the 
feminine  virtues  and  graces  love  to  refide.  We  have 
pointed  out  fome  of  them  ;  let  us  meditate  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  on  that  which  is  the  crown  and  glory  of  all  the 
reft.  Eftimable  for  her  conjugal  fidelity,  and  filial  at¬ 
tachment  ;  great  in  her  voluntary  renunciation  of  the 
world,  and  patient  fubmiftion  to  poverty,  hardfhip, 
and  contempt ;  how  fuperlatively  great,  how  fupreme- 
ly  eftimable.  does  fhe  appear,  arrayed  in  the  robe  of 
nnfeigned  piety,  and  triumphant  faith  in  God  !  The 
world  may  perhaps  condemn  her  for  preferring  the  fo- 
.detY>  cpuntry,  and  profpedls  of  fo  poor  a  woman  as 
Naomi  to  the  friendfhip  of  her  own  kindred,  the  pof- 
feflions  of  her  native  home,  the  allurements  of  prefen t 
eafe  and  comfort.  Had  fhe  conferred  with  fielh  and 
blood,  how  very  different  had  the  decifion  been  !  But 
tjie  fame  divine  principle  which  caufed  Mofes  to  “  re- 
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iiife  to  be  called  the  fon  of  Pharaoh's  daughter  and 
^vhich  taught  him  cc  to  efteem  the  reproach  of  Chriffc 
greater  riches  than  the  treafuresof  Egypt,”  determin¬ 
ed  this  amiable  creature  to  withdraw  from  the  com¬ 
panions  of  her  youth,  the  protection  of  her  father’s 
shoufe,  and'  the  religious  worfhip  of  her  ancestors  ;  and 
to  follow  a  deflitute  forlorn  widow  from  country  to 
country,  to  call  her  fubfiftence  upon  the  care  of  Prov¬ 
idence,  and  to  look  for  her  reward  beyond  the  grave* 

Obferve  thefe  diftinCt  qualities  of  the  religious  prin¬ 
ciple  by  which  (lie  was  actuated. 

I.  It  was  deliberate ,  the  refult  of  reflection,  compari- 
fon  and  choice,  not  the  prejudice  of  education,  the 
determination  of  felf-intereft,  nor  the  momentary  ef- 
•ieCt  of  levity  and  caprice.  Her  prejudices,  her  par¬ 
tialities,  her  worldly  interefts  were  all  clearly  on  the 
other  fide.  The  idolatrous  rites  of  Moab  were  fafci- 
nating  to  a  young  mind,  not  yet  beyond  a  tafte  for 
pleafure  ;  the  afpect  of  the  religion  of  Canaan  was 
rather  ungainly  and  forbidding,  and  to  adopt  it  impli¬ 
ed  the  renunciation  of  all  that  the  heart  naturally 
holds  dear.  When  fire  therefore  thus  folemnly  af¬ 
firms,  Your  God  fhall  be  my  God,”  it  is  in*  effect 
faying,  “  I  have  counted  the  coft,  I  know  whom  I 
have  believed.  I  have  opened  my  mouth  unto  the 
Lord,  and  I  cannot  go  back,  I  have  fubfcribed  with 
my  hand  to  the  God  of  Jacob.  Bleffed  be  the  day 
that  I  came  into  connexion  with  an  Ifraelitifh  family. 
It  has  indeed  coll  me  many  tears,  pierced  through  my 
‘heart  with  many  forrows,  it  is  banifhing  me  from  my 
dear  native  clime,  from  the  endearments  of  parental 
affeCtion,  from  eafe,  honour  and  abundance,  driving 
me  among  (hungers,  expofmg  me  to  ftruggle  with  un- 
ertainty,  anxiety,  neceflity,  neglect  and  fcorn  ;  but  my 
refolution  is  fixed  :  none  of  thefe  things  move  me  ; 
every  lacrifice,  every  lofs,  every  difgrace  is  infinitely 
more  than  compenfated  by  having  IfraePs  God  for  my 
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Second  feature  of  Ruth’s  religious  character;  was  it 
Jieody  and  perfevering .  It  might  at  firft  have  been 
mere  refpeft  for  the  opinions  and  praftice  of  the  huf- 
band  of  her  youth  ;  the  mere  decency  that  fuited  an 
adopted  daughter  of  Ifrael  ;  but  this  had  long  ceafed 
to  be  a  motive  ;  had  it  amounted  but  to  this,  it  had 
been  buried  in  the  grave  of  her  departed  lord  ;  but 
what  was  at  firlt  complaifance  and  decency,  grows  up 
into  inquiry,  inquiry  produces  hefitation,  and  more 
ferious  inquiry,  this  improves  into  conviction,  and  con¬ 
viction  is  followed  by  a  determination  not  to  be  moved 
or  ffiaken,  and  ffie  continues  ftedfait  to  the  end.  Her 
conltancy,  it  mult  be  allowed,  was  put  to  fevere  trials. 
Orpah  has  gone  back,  Naomi  carries  her  export  illation 
up  to  importunity,  I  had  alrnoft  laid,  to  downright 
violence  ;  the  difficulties  and  hardffiips  of  the  way 
were  increafing  not  diminiffiing  upon  her.  Had  not 
“  the  heart  been  eftabliilied  by  grace,”  fo  many,  fuel) 
accumulated  difeouragements,  muff  have  fubdued  the 
ardour  of  her  fpirit,  and  fent  her  back  after  her  fif- 
ter  ;  but  ffie  has  put  her  hand  to  the  plough,  and  mull 
not  look  back.  Obferve,  ffie  does  not  attempt  to 
reafon,  does  not  oppofe  argument  to  argument,  but, 
“  being  fully  perfuaded  in  her  own  mind,”  adheres 
firmly  to  her  point,  and  argues  irrefiftibly  by  not  argu- 
ing  at  all,  and  prevails  by  entreaty.  See  that  your 
caule  be  good,  my  fair  friend,  perfift  in  it,  profecuteit 
thus,,  and  be  allured  of  the  victory. 

III.  Obferve  finally,  as  Ruth’s  religious  principle 
was  deliberate,  was  fteady  and  perfevering,  fo  it  was 
lively,  efficacious ,  pradicaL  We  hear  nothing  of  the 
prattle  of  piety,  nothing  of  the  violence  of  a  youn^ 
and  a  female  profelyte,  no  queftion  of  doubtful  depu¬ 
tation  introduced,  about  places  and  modes  of  worflrip, 
about  Jerufalem  and  this  mountain,  nothing  of  the 
religion  that  floats  merely  in  the  head,  and  bubbles 
upon  the  tongue  ;  no,  her  religipn  is  feen,  not  heard 
it  “  works  by  love,  it  purifies  the  heart,  it  overcomes 
the  world.”  It  oifers  up  a  grand  facrilice  unto  God 
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beauty,  parentage,  the  pleafures  and  the  pride  of  life. 
Let  me  fee  a  fingle  inftance  of  this  fort,  and  I  will  be¬ 
lieve  the  convert  more  in  earned:,  than  by  exhibiting 
all  the  wordy  zeal  of  a  thoufand  polemics. 

Indeed  it  is  by  adfion  that  this  truly  excellent  wom¬ 
an  exprefles  all  her  inward  feelings.  Her  affe&ion  to 
her  hufQand  is  not  heard  in  loud  lamentation  over  his 
tomb,  but  in  cleaving  to  all  that  remained  of  him,  his 
mother,  his  people,  his  country  and  his  God.  Her 
afiedion  to  his  mother  is  not  exprefled  in  the  fet 
phrafe  of  condolence  and  compliment ;  but  in  adher¬ 
ing  to  her  when  all  had  forfaken  her,  in  labouring  for 
her  fubfiftence,  in  fubmitting  to  her  counfel ;  and  her 
reverence  for  his  God  is  manifefted  not  merely  in 
adopting  the  language  and  obferving  the  rites  of  Ca¬ 
naan,  but  in  relinquifiiing  forever,  and  with  abhor¬ 
rence,  the  gods  beyond  the  flood,  and  every  thing  con¬ 
nected  with  their  abominable  rites. 

Every  circumftance  of  the  cafe  and  charader  under 
review,  adminifters  plain  and  important  inftrudion. 
And,  being  a  cafe  in  ordinary  life,  Ruth  ftands  forth 
a  pattern  and  inftrudor  to  young  perfons,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  whofe  fituation  may  referable  her  own. 

Young  woman,  you  may  have  married  into  a  ftrange 
family.  You  have,  of  courfe,  adopted  the  kindred, 
the  purfuits,  the  friendfliips,  and  to  a  certain  degree, 
the  religion  of  your  hufband.  It  is  your  duty,  and 
you  will  find  it  your  intereft,  to  let  him  and  his  con¬ 
nexions  know,  from  your  general  deportment,  that 
you  are  fatisfied  with  the  choice  which  you  have  made. 
Learn  to  give  up  your  own  prejudices  in  favour  of 
country,  of  parentage,  of  cuftoms,  of  opinions.  Un~ 
lefs  where  the  facred  rights  of  confcience  are  concern¬ 
ed,  deem  no  facrifice  too  great  for  the  maintenance 
or  reftoration  of  domeflic  peace.  As  far  as  lieth  in 
you,  whither  he  goeth,  go  thou  ;  and  lodge  where 
he  lodgeth  ;  let  his  people  be  thy  people,  and  his  God 
thy  God.”  You  will  thereby  preferve  and  fecure  his 
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affedion  ;  you  will  harmonize  family  interefts  and  in¬ 
timacies,  iriftead  of  difturbing  them  :  if  yours  be  the 
better  religion,  this  is  the  way  to  bring  over  to  it  the 
man  of  no  religion,  or  of  an  erroneous  one  ;  and  if 
it  be  the  worfe,  your  relinquilhing  it,  on  convidion, 
will  be  at  once  a  token  of  conjugal  affedion,  a  mark 
of  good  underltanding,  and  a  reafonable  fervice  to¬ 
ward  God. 

Have  you  had,  in  early  life,  the  calamity  of  becom¬ 
ing  a  widow  ?  It  is  a  diftrefling,  a  delicate  fituation. 
It  calls  for  every  maxim  of  prudence,  every  counfel 
of  friendfhip,  every  caution  of  experience,  every  fup- 
port  of  piety.  If  you  are  a  mourner  indeed,  you  are 
already  guarded  againft  affedation  ;  you  will  find  ra¬ 
tional  and  certain  relief  in  attending  to,  and  perform¬ 
ing  the  duties  of  your  flation.  You  will  neither  feek 
a  hafty  cure  of  forrow  by  precipitately  plunging  into 
the  world,  nor  attempt  an  unnatural  prolongation  of 
it  by  affeded  retirement  and  fequeftration.  The 
tongue  will  utter  no  rafh  vows  ;  the  pang  of  fepara- 
tion  will  didate  no  infnaring  resolutions  ;  the  will  of 
Providence  will  be  refpeded,  obeyed,  followed.  Re- 

fped  for  the  dead  is  bell  exprelied  by  dutifulnefs  to 
the  living. 

You  have  before  you  an  ufeful  example  of  firmnels 
blended  with  female  foftnefs,  of  rel'olution  heightened 
and  adorned  by  fenfibility.  Lately,  like  Ruth,  you 
had  one  who  thought  and  aded  for  you  ;  one  who 
joyfully  endured  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  that 
your  body  and  mind  might  enjoy  repofe.  But  now 
neceffity  is  laid  upon  you.  You  muff  awake  and  arife 
to  think  and  ad  for  yourfelf.  And  here,  as  in  every 
cafe,  Nature  has  annexed  the  recompenfe  to  the  duty. 
The  mental  powers  are  enfeebled,  and  at  length  de¬ 
ft  roved,  by  diiuie  and  inadion.  Exertion  invigorates 
the  mind,  and  compofes  by  direding  it.  The  liftlefs- 
nefs  of  indolence  undermines  health  ;  the  adivity  of 
ufeful  employment  is  the  fimpleft  and  molt  infallible 
medicine  for  bodily  complaints.  And  the  mod  dired 
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road  to  an  honourable  and  happy  fecond  connexion 9 
probably,  is,  to  guard  carefully  againfl  all  vehement 
expreflion  of  either  inclination  or  averfion,  on  the 


iubjecft. 


All  thefe,  however,  are  merely  leffons  of  prudence, 
adapted  to  the  life  that  now  is  ;  and,  however  import¬ 
ant  in  themfelves,  unlefs  aided  and  fupported  by  a 
higher  principle,  will  conftitute,  at  moft,  the  decent 
kinfwoman,  or  the  refpeclable  fufferer.  In  Ruth  we 
have  this  higher  principle  likewife  beautifully  exempli- 
tied-— rational,  modeft,  unaffected  piety.  True  relig¬ 

ion  fits  well  on  perfons  of  either  fex,  and  in  all  fixa¬ 
tions  ;  but  its  afpefl  is  peculiarly  amiable  in  a  female 
form,  and  in  particular  fixations.  Youth,  beauty 
and  forrow  united,  prefent  a  moft  interefting  object — • 
a  daughter  weeping  at  a  parent’s  tomb  ;  a  mother 
mourning  over  “  the  babe  that  milked  her,”  and 
refufmg  to  be  comforted  a  widow  embracing  the 
urn  which  contains  the  allies  of  the  hufband  of  her 
youth — in  all  their  affliction  we  are  affli£ted,we  cannot 
'retrain  from  mingling  our  tears  with  theirs.  Let  re¬ 
ligion  be  infufed  into  thefe  lovely  forms,  and  mark 
how  the.intereft  rifes,  how  the  frame  is  embellifhed, 
how  the  deportment  is  ennobled  !  The  eye  of  that 
dutiful  child  is  turned  upward,  her  heart  is  delivered 
from  oppreffion,  her  trembling  lips  pronounce, 
“  When  my  father  and  my  mother  forfake  me,  then 
the  Lord  will  take  me  up.53  u  My  Father  who  art  in 
Heaven  !”  The  mother  withdraws  from  the  breath- 
lefs  clay,  reconciled  to  the  ftroke  which  bereaved  her, 
goes  her  way,  and  eats  bread,  and  her  countenance 
is  no  more  fad,33  for  her  Maker  has  faid  to  hery  Why 
weepeft  thou  ?  and  why  eateft  thou  not  ?  and  why  is 
thy  heart  grieved  ?  Am  not  I  better  to  thee  than  ten 
fons  The  widowed  mourner  “  gives  her  mortal 
intereft  up  ;  and  makes  her  God  her  all.33 

Young  woman,  whatever  thy  condition  maybe; 


whether  thou  art  in  thy  hither’s  houfe,  or  married  to 
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ty,  or  folifude  ;  followed  or  negledted  ;  be  this  thy 
monitor,  this  thy  guide,  this  thy  refuge — u  The  love 
of  God  fhed  abroad  in  thy  heart “  the  fear  of  God 
which  is  the  beginning  of  wifdom  “  the  peace  of 
God  which  paffeth  all  underftanding.”  However  eafy, 
gentle,  flexible,  complying,  in  other  refpe&s,  where 
your  religious  principles,  where  the  teflimony  of  a 
good  conicience,  where  your  duty  to  your  Creator  are 
concerned,  be  firm  and  refolute,  “  be  ftedfaft  and  un¬ 
moveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord/’  Thus  fhall  youth  be  guarded,  and  beauty 
adorned  \  thus  fhall  fociety  be  fweetened,  and  folitude 
cheered  ;  thus  fhall  profperity  be  fanctified,  and  ad- 
verfity  foothed  ;  thus  fhall  life,  even  to  old  age  and 
decay,  be  rendered  ufef  ul  and  refpedtable ;  and  thus 
fhall  death  and  the  grave  be  ftrippedof  all  that  is  ter¬ 
rible  in  them. 
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RUTH  i.  19 - 2  2. 

So  they  went  until  they  came  to  Beth-lehenu  And  it  came 
to  pafs  when  they  were  come  to  Beth-lehem ,  that 
all  the  city  was  moved  about  them  ;  and  they  /aid.  Is 
this  Naomi  ?  And Jhe  faid  unto  them ,  Call  me  not  Naomi , 
call  me  Alar  a  .*  for  the  Almighty  hath  dealt  very  bitter¬ 
ly  with  me.  1  went  out full ,  and  the  Lord  hath  brought  me 
home  again  empty  :  why  then  call  ye  me  Naomi,  feeing  the 
Lo rd  hath  tejlified  againft  me,  and  the  Almighty  hath  af¬ 
flicted  me?  So  Naomi  returned,  and  Ruth  theMoabitefs 
her  daughter-in-law  with  her,  which  returned  out  of 
the  country  of  Moab.  And  they  came  to  Beth-lehem  in 
the  beginning  of  barley -harvcft. 


Of  the  calamities  to  which  human  life  is  expofed,  a 
few  only  are  to  be  accounted  real  evils :  the  reft  are 
imaginary  and  fantafticai.  Want  of  health  is  real 
woe ;  but  what  proportion  do  the  hours  of  pain  and 
ficknefs  bear  to  the  years  of  eafe  and  comfort  and  joy  ? 
Want  of  bread  is  real  di  ft  refs,  but  it  is  very  feldorn 
the  work  of  nature,  and  therefore  ought  not,  in  juf- 


tice,  to  be  introduced  into  the  lift  of  the  unavoidable 
ills  which  fiefii  is  heir  to.  The  lofs  of  friends  is  a 
fore  evil,  but  even  wounds  from  this  fharp-pointed 
weapon  are  doled  at  length,  by  the  gentle  hand  of 
time,  and  the  tender  confolations  of  religion. 

Whence 
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Whence  then  the  unceafing,  the  univerfal  mur- 
murings  of  difcontent,  of  defire,  of  impatience  ?  Men 
fix  their  ftandard  of  felicity  too  high  ;  and  all  they 
have  attained  goes  for  nothing,  becaufe  one  darling 
objeft  is  fiill  out  of  reach;  or  they  groan  and  figh 
under  the  weight  of  fome  petty  dii  after,  which  fcarce 
deferves  the  name;  while  ten  thoufand  fubftantial 
bleffings  are  daily  falling  on  their  heads  unnoticed, 
unacknowledged,  unenjoyed.  Compare,  O  man,  thy 
polfeflions  with  thy  privations,  compare  thy  comforts 
with  thy  deferts,  compai  e  thy  condition  with  thy  neigh¬ 
bour’s,  confider  how  far,  how  very  far  thy  ftate  is  on 
this  fide  worji ,  and  learn  to  give  God  thanks.  Repine 
not  that  fome  wants  are  unapplied,  that  fome  griefs 
are  enuured,  that  fome  defigns  have  been  fruftrated, 
while  fo  many  unmerited  good  things  are  left,  while 
hope  remains,  while  there  is  recourfe  to  Heaven.  Be¬ 
hold  thefe  two  forlorn  wanderers,  widowed,  friendlefs, 
deftitute,  and  ceaie  from  thy  complaints,  and,  ftretch 
out  thy  hand  to  fuccour  the  miferable. 

In  the  glorious  ft  rife  of  affeftion,  Ruth  has  nobly 
prevailed.  Impelled  by  the  fond  recollection  of  en- 
dea.  ments  paft,  and  now  no  more — prompted  by  fil¬ 
ial  duty  and  tendernefs  to  the  mother  of  her  choice, 
atti  acted,  animated,  upheld  by  the  powers  and  prof- 
pefts  of  religion,  file  compoledly  yields  up  her  world¬ 
ly  all,  takes  up  her  crofs,  and  bears  it  patiently  alone 
from  Moab  to  Bethlehem-Judah.  The  hiftory  is  fi- 
.ent  on  the  iubject  of  their  journey.  It  is  eafy  to 
conceive  the  anxieties,  the  terrors,  the  fatigues,  the 
luiicrings  of  female  travellers,  on  a  route  of  at  leaft  a 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  acrofs  the  Arnon,  acrofs 
tne  Jordan^ over  mountains,  through  folitudes,  with- 
out  a  proteSor,  without  a  guide,  without  money.  But 
Uat  God  who  is  the  friend  of  the  deftitute,  and  the 
refuge  of  the  miferable,  that  God  who  was  preparing 
tor  them  infinitely  more  than  they  could  afk,  wilh  or 
t cunic,  guides  and  guards  them  by  the  way,  and  brines 
them  at  length  to  their  defired  reftinv  p]ace 
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Thefe  are  not  the  only  female  pilgrims  whom  the 
facred  page  has  prefented  to  our  view,  advancing 
by  flow  and  painful  ftages  to  Bethlehem  of  Judah. 
Upwards  of  thirteen  hundred  years  after  this  period 
we  behold  a  Hill  more  illuftrious  traveller,  and  in  cir- 
cumftances  flill  more  delicate,  on  the  road  from  Naza¬ 
reth  of  Galilee, to  her  native  city;  but  not  to  take  poflef- 
fion  of  the  inheritance  of  her  fathers,  not  to  repofe  in 
the  lap  of  eafe  and  indulgence,  not  to  depofit  the  anxie¬ 
ties  of  approaching  child-birth  in  the  bofom  of  a  fond 
and  fympathizing  parent ;  but  to  know  the  heart  of  a 
flranger,  to  feel  the  bitternefs  of  unkindnefs  and  neg- 
left ;  fo  friendlefs  that  not  a  door  would  open  to  re¬ 
ceive  her,  fo  poor  that  file  cannot  purchafe  the  accom¬ 
modations  of  an  inn,  overtaken  by  nature’s  inevita¬ 
ble  hour,  C£  fne  brings  forth  her  firft-born  fon  in  a  lia¬ 
ble,  and  lays  him  in  the  manger,  becaufe  there  was 
no  room  for  them  in  the  inn.55  But  through  fuch 
humiliating  circumftances  of  meannefs  and  poverty, 
what  a.  difplay  of  glory  and  magnificence  was  the  arm 
of  Jehovah  preparing  !  What  an  important  ftation  do 
the  funple  annals  of  thefe  poor  women  hold  in  the 
hiflory  of  mankind  !  What  celebrity,  in  the  eyes  of 
all  nations,  have  they  conferred  on  Bethlehem,  on 
their  country  !  How  a  thoufand  years  fhrink  into  a 
point,  before  that  God  who  “  fees  the  end  from  the 
beginning  !”  How  the  purpcfes  of  Heaven  are  accom- 
plifhed  to  one  iota,  to  one  tittle  !  How  places  and  times 
are  determined  of  Him  who  faith,  as  one  having  au¬ 
thority,  £C  My  counfel  fhall  Hand,  and  I  will  fulfil  all 
my  pleasure.55 

One  of  the  advantages,  and  not  the  leaft,  of  travel¬ 
ling;  abroad,  is  the  joy  which  the  thought  of  returning 
home  infpires  ;  but  this  is  a  confolation  which  Naomi’s 
return  is  not  permitted  to  enjoy.  She  brings  back 
no  treafures  to  purchafe  attention,  to  command  re- 
lpefl,  to  excite  envy.  She  is  accompanied  with  no 
hufband,  no  fon,  to  maintain  her  came,  or  cheer  her 

folitude.  She  brings  back  nothing  but  cmptinefs,  de¬ 
reliction 
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reliction  and  tears.  A  great  part  of  her  ancient  ac¬ 
quaintance  and  friends  are  gone,  as  well  as  her  own 
family.  Thofe  who  remain  hardly  know  her  again, 
fo  much  are  her  looks  impaired  and  disfigured  with 
grief.  A  new  generation  has  arifen,  to  whom  fhe  is 
an  utter  ftranger,  and  who  are  utter  Grangers  to  her. 
But  in  a  little  city,  a  trifling  event  makes  a  great  noife. 
The  curiofity  of  the  whole  town  is  excited  by  the  ap- 
•  pearance  of  thefe  two  insignificant  fugitives  ;  and  vari¬ 
ous  we  may  fuppofe  were  the  inquiries  fet  on  foot,  the 
conjectures  formed,  the  remarks  made,  the  cenfures 
paffed,  on  their  account.  This  is  the  never-failing  in- 
conveniency  of  inconfiderable  places.  Where  there 
is  abundance  of  idlenefs,  abundance  of  ill-nature,  eve¬ 
ry  man  is  a  fpy  upon  his  neighbour,  every  one  is  at 
leifure  to  attend  to  the  affairs  of  another,  becaufe  he  is 
but  half  occupied  by  his  own.  We  have  here  enough 
of  inquiry,  enough  of  wonder,  but  not  a  fingle  word 
of  compaffion,  of  kindnefs,  of  hofpitality  ;  and  Naomi 
might  have  gone  without  a  roof  to  fhelter  her  head,  or 
a  morfel  of  bread  to  fuftain  finking  nature,  but  for  the 
induftry  and  attachment  of  her  amiable  daughter- 
in-law  ! 


Bafe,  unfeeling  world,  that  can  feafl  itfelf  on  the 
orphan’s  tears  and  the  widow’s  forrow !  See,  there 
they  are,  every  one  from  his  own  bufinefs,  or  rather 
his  own  idlenefs,  to  flare  and  talk  a  wretched  woman 
out  of  countenance  ;  the  whifper  goes  round,  the  fin¬ 
ger  points,  the  fcandal  of  ten  years  {landing  is  revived, 
and  a  new  colouring  is  given  to  it.  Affected  pity  and 
real  indifference  wound  the  heart  which  God  himfelf 
has  juft  bruifed ;  whofe  hufband  and  children  he  has 
taken  to  himfelf.  The  wretched  mourner  feems  to 
feel  it ;  fhe  burfls  into  an  agony  of  grief,  and  thus  vents 
the  bitternefs  of  her  foul,  u  Call  me  not  Naomi,  call 
me  Mara  :  for  the  Almighty  hath  dealt  very  bitterly 
with  me.  I  went  out  full,  and  the  Lord  hath  brought 
me  home  again  empty  :  why  then  call  ye  me  Naomi, 
feeing  the  Lord  hath  teftified  againft  me,  and  the  Al¬ 
mighty 
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mighty  hath  afflifted  me  ?”*  What  Ample,  but  what 
forcible -language  the  heart  fpeaks  !  She  dwells  on  the 
minute  circumftances  of  her  cafe,  takes  up  her  own 
name  as  a  theme  of  woe,  changes  the  fond  appellation 
of  parental  affe&ion,  of  parental  hope,  Naomi,  on 
which  Providence  had  poured  out  the  wormwood  and 
gall  of  difappointment,  into  one  better  adapted  to  her 
tragical  hiftory.  The  paft  prefents  nothing  but  hap- 
pinefs  paffed  away  as  a  lhadow  ;  rank,  and  opulence, 
and  importance  gone,  gone,  never  to  return.  The 
future  fpreads  a  gloom  unirradiated  by  a  fmgle  gleam 
of  hope.  She  apprehends  no  change  of  things,  but 
the  oppreffive  change  from  evil  to  worfe. 

But  yet  her  mifery  admits  of  alleviation.  It  comes 
from  God,  fhe  fees  the  hand  of  a  Father  in  her  afflic¬ 
tion,  fhe  kiffes  the  rod, and  commands  the  foul  to  peace. 
To  endure  diftrefs  the  fruit  of  our  own  folly,  to  fuffer 
from  the  pride,  cruelty  and  carelefsnefs  of  a  man  like 
ourfelves,  is  grievous,  is  unfupportable,  it  drinks  up 
our  fpirits.  But  the  evil  that  comes  immediately  from 
God  has  its  own  antidote  blended  into  its  fubftance  ; 
we  drink  the  poifon  and  the  medicine  from  the  fame 
chalice,  and  at  the  fame  inflant ;  the  one  deftroys  the 
effect  of  the  other  ;  their  joint  operation  is  falutary, 
is  life-giving,  not  deadly.  Was  that  the  voice  of  God 
which  I  heard  ?  Spake  it  not  in  thunder  ?  Said  it  not, 
“  Take  now  thy  fon,  thine  only  fon,  Jfaac,  whom 
thou  loveft,  and  offer  him  for  a  burnt-offering.”  It 
is  well ;  it  was  the  voice  of  God,  and  that  is  enough. 
I  will  offer  up  the  facrifice,  I  will  furrender  my  dear- 
eft  delight,  I  cannot  tell  how  the  promife  is  to  be  ac- 
complifhed,  conliftently  with  my  obedience  and  fub- 
miffion,  but  the  command  and  the  promife  proceed 
from  the  fame  lips  ;  I  leave  all  to  him. 

From  all  that  we  fee,  Naomi  had  flender  motives, 
and  poor  encouragement,  to  return  to  her  own  coun¬ 
try  ;  we  cannot  tell  what  determined  her  refolution ; 
it  might  be  a  little  fit  of  female  impatience,  occafioned 
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by  fome  piece  of  Moabitifh  infolence  or  unkindnefs  ; 
it  might  be  the  mere  redlefsnefs  of  a  mind  ill  at  eafe, 
grafping  at  the  fhadow  of  felicity  merely  from  change 
of  place  ;  it  might  be  the  ardent  defire  of  home, 
of  the  fcenes  of  childifh  fimplicity,  innocence  and 
joy,  which  in  certain  circumftances  all  men  feel,  and 
by  which  the  conduct  of  all  is,  to  a  certain  degree, 
regulated.  Whatever  it  were  it  came  from  above,  it 
was  over-ruled  of  infinite  wifdom,  it  was,  unknown 
to  itfelf,  afting  in  fubferviency  to  a  mod  important 
event :  and  it  is  thus,  that  little,  unnoticed,  unknown 
powers,  put  the  great  machine  in  motion,  produce  ef¬ 
fects  that  aftonifh,  and  delight,  and  blefs  mankind. 

The  fame  all-ruling  Providence  is  confpicuous  in 
determining  the  feafon  of  Naomi’s  return.  On  this 
hinged  all  the  mighty  confequences  of  Ruth’s  acquaint¬ 
ance  and  connexion  with  Boaz — the  birth  of  kings, 
the  tranfmiffion  of  empire,  the  accoinplifhment  of  an¬ 
cient  prophecy,  the  hopes  of  the  human  race.  Had 
this  apparently  unconfequential  journey  been  acceler¬ 
ated,  been  retarded,  a  month,  a  week,  a  fingle  day, 
the  parties  might  never  have  met.  Contingent  to 
men,  it  was  forefeen,  fixt,  difpofed  and  matured  by 
Him,  66  who  is  wonderful  in  counfel,  and  excellent  in 
working.’5 

Every  one  obferves  and  records  the  great  incidents 
of  his  life.  But  would  you,  O  man,  have  rational 
pleafure,  blended  with  ufeful  inftrudion,  attend  to 
little  things,  trace  matters  of  highed  moment  up  to 
their  fource  ;  and  behold  thy  fate  Hand  quivering  on 
a  needle’s  point ;  and  a  colour  given  to  thy  whole  fu¬ 
ture  life,  thy  eternal  date  fixed,  by  a  reed  fhaken 
with  the  wind,  bv  an  accidental  concurrence  which 
thou  wert  neither  feeking  nor  avoiding  ;  and  rejoice  to 
think  that  all  things  are  under  the  direction  of  uner¬ 
ring  wifdom,  of  ail-fubduing  mercy  ;  are  “  working- 
together  for  good.” 

Does  this  teach  a  leflon  of  levity  and  inconfidera- 
tion  ?  Dared  thou  to  trifle  with  thy  ever  hiding  con¬ 
cerns 
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cerns  becaufe  there  is  a  God  who  ruleth  and  judgeth 
in  the  earth,  who  doth  all  things  after  the  couniel  of 
his  own  will  ?  God  forbid.  Prefumptuoufly  to  lead 
the  decrees  of  Providence,  impioufly  to  refill  them,  or 
timidly  to  draw  back,  are  equally  olfenfive  to  a  right¬ 
eous,  a  holy  and  wife  God. 

We  have  feen  the  unhappy  Naomi  {tripped  of  al- 
moft  every  earthly  good  ;  hufband,  children,  friends, 
means, ^  country,  comfort ;  it  is  the  dark  midnight 
hour  with  her.  No,  there  is  one  little  lamp  left  burn¬ 
ing,  to  dilfipate  the  gloom,  to  prevent  defpair — the  fa- 
cred  flame  of  virtuous  friendlhip.  No,  the  fun  of 
righteoufnefs  is  hafling  to  the  brightnefs  of  his  arif- 
ing.  The  name  after  all  was  propitious  and  pro¬ 
phetic  \  God  brings  it  about  in  his  own  way,  and  it 
is  wondrous  in  our  eyes/’ 

The  continuation  of  this  flory  will  carry  us  on  to 
the  contemplation  of  fcenes  of  rural  fimplicity,  for  the 
enjoyment  of  which,  grandeur  might  well  relinquifh 
its  pride,  and  pomp  its  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit, 
and  rejoice  in  the  exchange.  Let  us  meanwhile 
paufe  and  refleft  on  the  hiftory  of  Naomi  as  adminif- 
tering  ufeful  inflruclion, 

i  ft.  As  an  admonition  never  to  defpair.  God  fre¬ 
quently  brings  his  people  to  that  mournful  fpeclacle, 
hope  expiring,  that  he  may  have  the  undivided  hon¬ 
our  of  reviving  it  again,  and  may  be  acknowledged  as 
the  one  pure  and  perennial  fountain  of  light  and  life 
and  joy.  The  condition  of  Jacob,  of  Jofeph,  of  Na¬ 
omi,  all  preach  one  and  the  fame  doctrine ;  all  pro¬ 
claim  that  the  time  of  man’s  extremity  is  God’s  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

2dly.  Let  us  call,  let  us  reckon  nothing  mean  or 
contemptible  which  God  employs,  or  may  be  pleafed 
to  employ,  in  his  fervice.  The  notice  of  the  King  of 
kings  imprefles  dignity  and  importance,  confers  true 
nobility  on  the  low-born  child,  the  beggar,  the  cut- 
call,  the  Have.  On  them  all  he  has  damped  his  own 
image  ;  and  their  prefent  and  every  future  condition 
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is  the  work  of  his  providence.-  “  It  is  not  the  will  of 
your  Father  "in  heaven  that  one  of  the  e  little  ones 
Ihould  perilh  and  if  deftined  to  lalvation,  to  what 
worldly  diftinftion  may  they  not  afpire,  may  they  not 
arrive  ?  Carefully  mark  the  progrefs  of  children  : 
ftudy  the  bent  ol  their  difpofitions,  of  their  talents  : 
endeavour  to  put  them  in  the  train  which  nature  and 
Providence  leem  to  have  pointed  out  :  attend  to  what 
conftitutes  their  real  confequence  in  life,  and  leave  the 
iffue  to  Him  who  governs  all  events. 

3dly.  Oblerve  how  the  great  Ruler  of  the  uni- 
verle  contrails  and  connects  great  things  with  fmall, 
that  he  may  humble  the  pride  of  man,  and  expofe  the 
nothingnefs  of  the  glory  of  this  world.  That  forlorn 
gleaner,  and  Boaz  the  wealthy  ;  the  exile  from  Moab, 
and  the  refident  poffeffor  of  the  fertile  plains  of  Beth- 
lehem-Judah,  feem  wonderfully  remote  from  each  oth¬ 
er.  I  heir  condition  is  as  oppofite  as  human  life  can 
well  prefent  :  but  in  the  eye  of  Heaven  they  are  al¬ 
ready  one.  She  is  but  a  fingle  ftep  from  being  lady 
of  the  harveft  which  fhe  gleans,  “  an  help  meet”  for 
its  lord,  and  the  fovereign  miftrefs  of  thofe  fervants 
at  whofe  afpect  fhe  now  trembles,  the  meaneft  of 
whom  fhe  now  looks  up  to  as  her  fuperior.  Child- 
lels  and  a  widow,  her  family,  her  own  children  are 
but  three  flaps  from  a  throne- — the  throne  of  Judah 
and  Ifrael  ;  and  in  the  purpofe  of  the  Eternal,  64  the 
fulnefs  of  time”  is  haftening  to  exhibit  to  an  aflonifh- 
ed  world,  in  the  perfon  of  this  woman’s  feed,  “  that 
I  rince  ot  peace,  of  the  increaie  of  whofe  government 
and  peace  there  fhall  be  no  end,  upon  the  throne  of 
David,  and  upon  his  kingdom,  to  order  it,  and  to  ei- 
tablifh  it  with  judgment  and  with  juftice,  from  hence- 
rqnn  even  forever.  The  zeal  of  the  Lord  of  Kofis 
wall  perform  this.”  The  period  is  approaching,  men 
and  brethren,  when  Bethlehem-Judah  fhall  difplay 
greater  wonders,  contrails  more  confounding  than 


Hi/lory  of  Ruth . 


Lect.  Df. 


thefe.  The  time  is  at  hand,  when  another  forlorn 
damfel  of  the  fame  race,  and  her  outcaft  babe  fhall 
appear  in  contrail  with  all  that  is  ftupendous,  ftriking, 
formidable,  venerable  in  heaven  and  earth,  lhall  rife 
above  all,  give  laws  to  all,  eclipfe  all.  Behold  that 
babe  lying  in  a  manger,  in  a  liable,  becaufe  there  is 
no  room  for  him  in  the  inn,”  controlling  the  counfels 
of  Auguftus,  the  mighty  mailer  of  the  world  ;  behold 
him  drawing  princes  and  wife  men  from  the  eaft, 
with  treafures  of  gold,  and  frankincenfe  and  myrrh, 
to  his  feet.  Behold  the  face  of  heaven  irradiated,  en¬ 
riched  with  a  new  liar,  to  mark  the  way  which  led  to 
his  cradle  :  while  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  holl 
announce  in  rapturous  Itrains  the  birth  of  the  lowly 
infant.  Behold  “  a  man  of  forrows  and  acquainted 
with  grief,”  cc  of  no  reputation  ;”  cc  in  the  form  of  a 
fervant  cc  numbered  with  tranfgrelfors  ;”  66  obe¬ 
dient  to  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs.”  Behold 
him  “  highly  exalted  ;”  u  leading  captivity  captive  ;” 

all  the  angels  of  God  worlhipping  him  inverted 
with  66  a  name  that  is  above  every  name  ;”  46  crown¬ 
ed  with  glory  and  honour  ;”  cc  coming  in  the  clouds 
of  heaven  !”  To  him  let  my  knee  bow,  and  my  tongue 
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confefs.  "  His  name  fhall  endure  forever  :  his  name 


lhall  be  continued  as  long  as  the  fun :  and  men  lhall 
be  bleffed  in  him  :  all  nations  lhall  call  him  bleffed. 
Bleffed  be  the  Lord  God,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  who  only 
doth  wondrous  things.  And  blefied  be  his  glorious 
name  forever  :  and  let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with 
his  glory.  Amen  and  amen.”* 

4thly.  In  the  adoption  of  Ruth  into  the  church  of 
God,  and  c*  the  commonwealth  ol  Ifrael,”  we  have 
another  dawning  ray  of  hope  arifing  upon  the  Gen- 
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tions.  The  tide  is  beginning  imperceptibly  K> 


life  and  fwell,  which  fhall  at  length  become  an  over¬ 
flowing  ocean.  “  In  that  feed  fhall  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth  be  bleffed.”  That  ftranger  fhall  be  employ¬ 
ed 
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ed  in  bringing  forward  the  mighty  plan  to  maturity. 
“  Ethiopia  lhall  ftretch  out  her  hands  to  God.” 
“  They  fhall  come  from  the  eaft  and  from  the  weft,  and 
fltall  fit  down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.”  Verily  God  is  no  refpecter  of 
perfons. 
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LECTURE  X. 

RUTH  ii.  I — -3. 

And  Naomi  had  a  kinfman  of  her  hufbancT s ,  a  mighty  man 
of  wealth ,  of  the  family  of  Elimelech  ;  and  his  name 
was  Boaz .  And  Ruth  the  Moabitefs  faid  unto  Na¬ 
omi,  Let  me  now  go  to  the field,,  and  glean  ears  of  corn 
after  him  in  whofe  fight  I  frail  find  grace .  And  fhe 
faid  unto  her.  Go,  my  daughter .  And  foe  went,  and 
came,  and  gleaned  in  the  field  after  the  reapers :  and 
her  hap  was  to  light  on  a  part  of  the  field  belonging 
unto  Boaz ,  who  was  of  the  kindred  of  Elimelech . 

PROVIDENCE  has  graciouily  annexed  to  honed 
indudry,  both  refpeftability  and  happinefs.  The 
pureft  and  mod  delicious  enjoyment  that  human  life 
admits  of,  perhaps,  is,  when  a  man  fits  down  with 
thofe  whom  he  loves,  to  the  temperate  indulgence  of 
that  refrefhment  and  repofe  which  he  has  jud  earned 
and  fweetened  with  his  labour.  The  greated,  and 
wifed,  and  bed  of  men,  are  ever  prefented  to  us,  as 
engaged  in  virtuous  employment  and  exertion ;  as 
deriving  health,  fubddence,  reputation  and  comfort 
from  the  exercife,  not  the  inactivity  of  their  bodily 
and  mental  powers  :  and  happily,  the  fcenss  in  which 
every  man  is  converfant,  feem  to  him  the  mod  inter¬ 
ring  of  all,  his  own  dation  the  mod  eminent  or  ufe- 
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.  ful,  his  own  purfuits  the  moft  important.  Hence  a 
certain  degree  of  felf-complacency,  of  felf-fatisfa&ion 
pervades  the  whole  ;  every  one  is  afting  in  his  own 
fphere  ;  while  infinite  wifdom  binds  all  together  by 
invifible  or  unnoticed  bands,  and  the  various  mem¬ 
bers,  without  knowledge  or  defign,  co-operate  for  the 
common  benefit,  and  fulfil  the  great  defign  of 
Heaven., 

Idlenefs  is  not  more  difhonourable,  than  it  is  inimic¬ 
al  to  real  felicity.  The  fluggard  at  once  defeats  the 
purpofe  of  his  Maker,  and  deftroys  his  own  peace  : 
and  what  was  denounced  againft  man  as  a  punifhment, 
“  In  the  fweat  of  thy  face  fhalt  thou  eat  bread,”  like 
every  other  punifhment  that  comes  from  above,  is 
converted  into  a  bleffing ;  and,  as  in  every  other  cafe, 
the  great  God  is  juft  and  merciful  at  once  ;  juft,  in 
impofing  on  the  fallen  creature  the  necellity  of  la¬ 
bouring  ;  merciful,  in  rendering  the  fruit  of  it  fo 
fweet. 

But  can  the  inhabitants  of  a  great,  commercial, 
polifhed  city,  find  either  amufement  or  inftruciion  in 
contemplating  the  rude  and  fimple  manners  of  ancient 
times  ;  in  liftening  to  the  hiftory  of  the  inglorious 
toils  of  the  hufbandman  ;  in  tracing  the  operations  of 
an  art,  the  very  terms  of  which  they  do  not  under¬ 
hand  ;  in  obferving  the  mean  employments  of  pover¬ 
ty  and  wretchednefs  which  they  only  pity  or  defpife  ? 

.  Whether  they  can  derive  amufement,  or  inftrufiion, 
from  luch  things  as  thefe,  or  not,  may  not  courtly 
pride  be  admonifhed  in  behalf  of  the  lowly,  ruftic 
Ions  of  want  and  induftry,  in  the  words  of  two  fweet 
fimging  bards  of  our  own  country. 

v <c  Let  not  ambition  mock  their  ufeful  toil, 

1  heir  homely  joys,  and  delfiny  obfcure  : 

Nor  grandeur  hear  with  a  difiainful  fmile. 

The  fhort  and  fimple  annals  of  the  poor.” 

Gray’s  Church-yard. 

- “  Nor 


126 


Lect.  X. 


Hiftory  of  Ruth. 

I 

“  Nor  ye  who  live 
In  luxury  and  eafe,  in  pomp  and  pride, 

Think  thefe  loft  themes  unworthy  of  your  ear.” 

Thomson’s  Spring. 

We  have  heard  the  artlefs  tale  of  Naomi’s  woe,  and 
Ruth’s  attachment.  We  have  accompanied  the  de¬ 
ferred,  widowed  mother  and  daughter-in-law  from 
Moab  to  Bethlehem-Judah,  the  city  of  their  departed 
hufbands  :  but  alas,  all  the  reception  they  meet  with, 
is  ftupid  wonder,  filly  curiofity,  or  intuiting  pity. 
We  hear  of  no  kind  contention  to  entertain  the  ftran- 
ger  and  fuccour  the  diflreft.  The  feafon  of  reaping 
was  come  ;  but  for  them  no  golden  harveft  waved  in 
the  wind,  for  them  no  mower  was  preparing  his 
fickle  ;  their  poverty  was  but  embittered  by  the  fight 
of  plenty  diffufed  around  :  and  the  mifery  of  Naomi’s 
fall  is  dreadfully  aggravated,  by  the  profperity  which 
Elimelech’s  neareft  relations  were  enjoying. 

Of  thefe  the  mod  diftinguilhed  was  Boaz,  whom 
the  facred  hiflorian  introduces  to  our  acquaintance  as 
a  mighty  man  of  wealth.”  Riches,  like  every  oth¬ 
er  gift  of  God,  become  a  blefling  or  a  curfe  juft  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ufe  that  is  made  of  them.  Riches  are 
a  folia  good,  when  they  are  received  with  thankful- 
nefs,  enjoyed  with  moderation,  and  employed  in  the 
fervice  of  God  and  of  mankind  ;  but  are  perverted 
into  a  fore  evil  when  they  engender  pride,  and  hard¬ 
en  the  heart,  as  is  too  generally  the  cafe,  when  they 
purchafe  fuel  for  the  lufts,  or  are  fabricated  into  a 
golden  image,  to  become  the  unworthy  object  of  ado¬ 
ration.  Had  Boaz  been  merely  a  man  of  wealth,  he 
had  not  deferved  a  place  in  thefe  facred  memoirs  ; 
but  though  a  rich  man,  he  was  not  flothftil  in  bufi- 
mefs  ;  he  was  a  man  of  humanity,  of  intelligence,  of 
difcretion,  of  affability  :  a  man  that  feared  the  Lord, 
that  did  juftly,  that  loved  mercy.  He  was  ennobled 
by  qua!  ities  which  great  poffeincns  cannot  confer. 
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and  which  do  not,  with  fugitive  treafures,  fly  away  as 
an  eagle  towards  heaven. 

Behold  the  myfterious  diftribution  of  the  gifts  of 
Providence  !  The  family  of  one  “  brother  is  waxen 
poor  and  fallen  into  decay  that  of  the  other  is 
fhining  in  Splendour,  affluence  and  renown.  Hafty 
and  partial  views  of  the  divine  conduft,  are  always 
puzzling  and  diftrefsful  ;  calm  and  comprehenfive 
inveftigation,  will  ever  lead  to  compofure  and  acqui- 
efcence. 

What  mull  thefe  helplefs  women  do  for  daily 
bread  ?  Ihey  fit  neglefted  and  forlorn  \  but  deSpond- 
ency  will  only  increafe  the  calamity.  Neceflity  Sug¬ 
gests  many  expedients.  While  health,  virtue  and 
friendfliip  remain,  all  is  not  loft  ;  and  Heaven  fre¬ 
quently  permits  the  current  of  human  felicity  to 
fpend  itfelf  to  the  very  lowed  ebb,  that  its  own  hand 
may  be  acknowledged  in  the  means  which  caufed  the 
flood  to  rife  and  Swell  again. 

*  The  propofal  of  Ruth  to  her  mother-in-law,  dis¬ 
covers  in  every  point  of  view,  a  noble  and  ingenuous 
fpiiit,  and  an  excellent  heart.  She  will  do  nothing 
without  the  confent  and  advice  of  the  venerable  mat¬ 
ron  who  was  become  father  and  mother,  country, 
friends  and  every  thing  to  her.  Begging  is  the  laft 
miferable  refuge  of  age  or  infirmity,  of  difeafe  or 
floth  ;  flie  Scorns  to  think  of  recurring  to  it,  while 
fhe  tias  youth,  health  and  ftrength  to  labour,  and 
while  there  was  a  field  of  lawful  employment.  An 
ordinary  mind  in  her  Situation  would  have  vented  it¬ 
felf  in  unavailing  wTomanifh  lamentations  ;  perhaps  in 
unkind  upbraidings  of  the  ancient  woman  as  the  caufe 
of  all  the  diltrefs  which  fhe  endured  \  would  have 
been  for  difpatching  Naomi  up  and  down  amono-  her 
wealthy  relations  and  towns-folks,  to  Solicit  protection 
and  Subflftence.  No,  it  is  more  honourable  in  her 
eyes  to  earn  food  by  her  own  labour  ;  fhe  conceals 
the  anguifh  which  wrung  her  own  heart,  for  fear  of 
adding  affliaion  to  the  affixed.  The  leafon  of  the 
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year  was  favourable  ;  and  happily  the  law  of  that  God, 
whom  flie  had  deliberately  taken  for  her  God,  had 
made  provifion  for  perfons  in  her  deftitute  condition. 

The  fame  bounty  which  poured  the  abundance  of 
autumn  into  the  lap  of  the  mighty,  had  referved  a 
pittance  for  the  fupport  of  the  famiflied  and  friendlefs. 
How  the  mercy  of  Jehovah  burfts  upon  us  in  every 
difpenfation  and  in  evefy  event !  In  wifdom  he  has 
permitted  diftinftions  of  rank  and  fortune  to  take 
place  ;  in  companion  he  has  taken  care  to  make  pro- 
vifion  for  the  wants  of  the  neceffitous.  So  that  while 
indultry  and  pity  remain,  no  one  is  reduced  to  abfo- 
lute  defpair. 

It  is  with  pieafure  we  recur  to  the  words  of  the  law', 
and  trace  that  God  who  cc  careth  for  oxen,”  much 
more  felicitous  about  the  fupport  and  confolation  of 
the  miferable  part  of  the  rational  creation.  “  And 
when  ye  reap  the  harveft  of  your  land,  thou  (halt  not 
wholly  reap  the  corners  of  thy  field,  neither  (halt  thou 
gather  the  gleanings  of  thy  harveft.  And  thou  (halt 
not  glean  thy  vineyard,  neither  fhalt  thou  gather  ev¬ 
ery  grape  of  thy  vineyard  ;  thou  (halt  leave  them  for 
the  poor  and  ftranger  :  I  am  the  Lord  your  God.”* 
And  again,  “  When  ye  reap  the  harveft  of  your  land, 
thou  flialt  not  make  clean  riddance  of  the  corners  of 
thy  field  when  thou  reapeft,  neither  fhalt  thou  gather 
any  gleaning  of  thy  harveft  ;  thou  fhalt  leave  them 
unto  the  poor  and  to  the  ftranger:  lam  the  Lord 
your  God.”f  And  again,  in  recapitulating  the  law 
in  Deuteronomy,  <s  When  thou  cutteft  down  thine 
harveft  in  thy  field,  and  haft  forgot  a  flieaf  in  the 
field,  thou  flialt  not  go  again  to  fetch  it  :  it  ftiall  be 
for  the  ftranger,  for  the  fatherlefs,  and  for  the  widow  : 
that  the  Lord  thy  God  may  blefs  thee  in  the  work  of 
thine  hands.  When  thou  beateft  thine  olive-tree,  thou 
flialt  not  go  over  the  boughs  again  :  it  fhall  be  for  the 
ft  ranker,  for  the  fatherlefs,  and  for  the  widow.  When 


*  Lev.  xix.  9,  io. 
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not  glean  it  afterward  :  it  fhall  be  for  the  ftranger,  for 
the  fatherlefs,  and  for  the  widow.  And  thou  fhalt 
remember  that  thou  waft  a  bond-man  in  the  land 
of  Egypt  :  therefore  I  command  thee  to  do  this 
thing.”* 

In  this  law,  feveral  remarkable  circumftances,  tend¬ 
ing  to  illuftrate  the  law  of  nature  in  general,  and  the 
fpirit  of  the  Mofaic  difpenfation  in  particular,  prefs 
themfelvcs  upon  otir  notice. 

ift.  The  confideration  and  recollection  of  their 
own  and  their  fathers’  mifery  in  Egypt  are  urged  as 
the  powerful  motive  to  pity,  to  fpare  and  to  luccour. 
“  A  Syrian  ready  to  perifh”  on  the  road  to  Padan- 
aram  “  was  my  father.”  “  A  generation  of  Haves  in 
Egypt  were  my  progenitors,  let  me  therefore  commif- 
erate,  and  receive,  and  cherifh,  the  forlorn  traveller  ; 
let  me  treat  my  own  captive,  bond-man,  dependant, 
with  gentleneis,  and  humanity.”  Who  gives  chan¬ 
ty  ?  Not  unfeeling  wealth,  nor  giddy  diftipation  ;  but 
the  man  who  has  known  want,  who  once  flood  in 
need  of  a  friend,  who  has  been  himfelf  fuccoured  in 
the  hour  of  calamity.  Who  is  it  that  relents  and  for¬ 
gives  ?  Not  cold-blooded,  meritlefs,  conftitutional  vir¬ 
tue  ;  but  reftored,  recovered  frailty  ;  goodnefs  which 
arofe  the  purer  and  the  ftronger  from  having  fallen. 
Who  is  liberal  and  generous  ?  Not  the  nobly  born, 
the  unvaryingly  profperous,  but  magnanimity  nurfed 
on  the  breaft  of  adverfity ;  the  prince  whom  native 
worth,  whom  confcious  dignity,  whom  the  experience 
of  human  woe  have  taught  to  devife  liberal  things,  to 
do  good,  and  to  communicate.  But  is  hereditary 
greatnefs,  unvarying  opulence,  unhumbled,  unmorti- 
ned  fuccefs,  always  cold,  fellifh,  unfeeling  ?  God  for- 
bid.  High  birth,  lineal  honours,  the  accumulating 
wealth  of  many  generations,  fometimes  put  on  their 
moft  beautiful  garments,  borrow  luftre  from  conde- 
fcenfion  fympathy  and  beneficence.  Is  fuccefsful  ad- 
verfity,  illuminated  obfcurity,  aggrandized  littlenefs, 
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always  merciful,  condefcending,  generous,  and  hu¬ 
mane  ?  O,  no  :  the  poor  wretch  frequently  forgets 
himfelf ;  condemns  the  arts  by  which  he  aroie,  Ipurns 
the  ladder  on  which  he  climbed  to  eminence  and  dif- 
tin&ion,  and  tries  to  make  his  upftart  greatnefs  bear 
a  mimic  refemblance  to  antique  dignity,  by  aping 
the  viler,  not  the  nobler  qualities  of  traditional  im¬ 
portance. 

Again,  2dly.  Obferve,  the  law  inculcates  pity  to 
the  poor  and  wretched  by  the  moft  glorious  of  all  ex¬ 
amples.  “  I  am  the  Lord,  who  had  compaflion  upon 
you  in. your  mifery,  who  delivered  you  from  the  fur¬ 
nace,  who  drove  out  the  nations  from  before  you,  who 
planted  you  in  the  land,  who  fill  thy  garner,  and  make 
thy  wine-prefs  to  overflow  $  and  who  only  afk,  in  re¬ 
turn,  a  mite  or  two,  for  the  fons  and  daughters  of  af¬ 
fliction,  thefe  few  ears  which  thy  hafte  has  let  fall  to 
the  ground,  that  fheaf  which  has  accidentally  dropped 
from  thy  car  ;  that  little  corner  of  thy  field  which  the 
fickle  has  fpared,  and  which  that  ftarving  creature,  by 
nature  thy  equal,  by  providence  thy  inferior,  is  wait¬ 
ing  to  pick  up  and  devour.  He  is  an  object  of  tender- 
nefs  and  affection  to  me,  fee  therefore  that  thou  neg¬ 
lect  him  not,  that  thou  defraud  him  not,  that  thou 
diftrefs  him  not,” 

3dly.  The  law  plainly  fuppofes  that  there  may  be 
an  over  anxiety  and  folicitude  about  things  in  their  own 
nature  lawful  and  innocent ;  which  it  therefore  aims 
at  reprefling  :  it  fuppofes  that  there  may  be  an  eager- 
nefs  of  accumulation  which  defeats  itfelf,  a  fcattering 
abroad  that  produces  increafe,  a  withholding  of  more 
than  is  meet,  and  ittendeth  only  to  poverty  ;  that  dif- 
fufing,  not  hoarding  up  abundance,  is  the  proper  ufe 

of  it. 

4thly.  The  law  had  a  double  objefr  in  view,  the 
improvement  of  the  affluent,  and  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
It  thus  became  a  mutual  benefit,  the  one  was  bleffed 
in  giving,  the  other  in  receiving.  The  greater  bleff- 

ednefs  however  on  the  fide  of  the  giver,  as  the  bleff- 

ednefc 


I 


L e  CT.  X.  hJifory  of  Ruth*  j  - » 

ednefs  of  the  Creator  is  fuperior  to  that  of  the  crea¬ 
ture.  It  is  as  much  an  ordination  of  Providence,  that 
“  the  poor  ffiould  never  ceafe  out  of  the  land,”  as  that 
“  the  earth  ffiould  yield  her  increafe,”  and  the  fpheres 
perform  their  Hated  revolutions  :  and  while  they  do 
exift,  the  great  Lord  and  Preferver  of  all  things,  is 
concerned  to  make  fuitable  provifion  for  them.  The 
rich  are  bis  ftewards,  and  their  ftorekeepers  :  he  that 
gleans  his  own  field  to  the  laft  ear,  is  a  thief  and  a 
robbei  as  much  as  he  who  plunders  his  neighbour’s 
granary  ;  he  robs  God,  he  plunders  the  needy  and 
the  deltitute,  he  does  what  he  can  to  lubvert  the  divine 
government,  he  would  make  the  law  of  charity  and 
mercy  of  none  effeCt,  he  bars  his  own  plea  for  pardon 
at  a  throne  of  grace,  he  mars  the  poffeffion  of  all  he 
has,  he  cankers  his  own  enjoyment,  and  affixes  his 
leal  to  his  own  condemnation. 

5thly.  The  law  particularly  defcribes  the  objeCts 
which  it  meant  to  relieve,  “  the  ftranger,  the  father¬ 
ly3’  and  the  widow.”  Unhappy  Ruth  !  her  title  to 
the  wretched  offal  from  the  hand  of  the  reaper  was 
but  too  well  eftabliffied.  She  united  in  her  own  per- 
fon  all  thefe  characters  of  woe.  Her  melancholy  claim 
to  pity  and  fupport  was  fearfully  multiplied,  and  a 
three-fold  burden  preffes  her  down  to  the  ground  * 
neverthelefs  ffie  entreats,  as  a  boon,  what  fhe  might 
have  demanded,  and  taken,  as  a  right. 

Her  truft  in,  and  fubmiffion  to  the  direction  of 
Providence  fweetly  accord  with  her  filial  affeCtion  and 
tendernefs,  and  her  noble  independency  of  fpirit  •  ffie 
is  determined  to  labour,  ffie  difdains  not  to  emplo’y  the 
neceffary  means  for  fupplying  herfelf  and  aged  parent 
wnh  food,  but  ffie  leaves  the  direction  of  her  footfteps 
to  High  Heaven  ;  fhe  is  in  the  way  of  her  duty,  and 
depofits  all  anxiety  about  the  iffue  in  the  bofom  of  her 
heavenly  Father.  What  a  happy  mixture  of  forti¬ 
tude  and  refignation  !  It  cannot  but  profper. 

Having  obtained  the  confent  of  her  mother,  who 
perhaps  might  have  a  prefentiment  of  what  was  ap- 
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preaching,  behold  her  up  with  the  dawn,  penfive, 
timorous  and  flow,  advancing  to  the  fields  \  the 
country  all  before  her,  where  to  choofe  her  place  of 
toil,  and  Providence  her  guide  ;  with  the  downcaft 
look  of  ingenuous  modefty  ;  the  timidity  which  four 
misfortune  infpires  ;  the  firm  ftep  of  confcious  re&i- 
tude,  and  the  fluftied  cheek  of  kindling  hope.  By 
fome  namelefs,  unaccountable  circumftance,  Heaven- 
direfted,  fne  unknowingly  bends  her  courfe  to  the 
field  and  reapers  of  Boaz.  She  has  done  her  part, 
has  made  the  facrifices  which  confcience  and  affection 
demanded,  has  fubmitted  cheerfully  to  the  hardfhips 
which  neceflity  impoled,  has  put  herfelf  in  the  way  of 
relief  which  her  fituation  pointed  out.  God  is  good, 
and  takes  all  the  reft  upon  himfelft  He,  who  ordered 
her  flight  to  Canaan  at  the  time  of  barley-harveft,when 
nature,  and  Providence,  and  the  law  concurred  to 
find  her  fubfiftence,  orders  her  path  to  that  field,  where 
every  thing,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned,  was  prepared  and  arranged  for  the  high  feenes 
now  ready  to  be  a&ed. 

The  order  of  human  procedure  generally  is  from 
blaze  to  fmoke,  from  noife  and  buftle  to  nothing, 
from  mighty  preparation,  to  feeblenefs  of  execution. 
The  divine  cotidud,  on  the  contrary,  is  a  glorious  rife 
from  obfeurity  into  light,  from  “  fmall  beginnings 
to  a  latter  end  greatly  increafed from  “  the  mouth 
of  babes  and  biddings  he  ordaineth  ftrength,”  and 
by  a  concurrence  of  circumftances  which  no  human 
fagacity  could  forefee,  and  no  human  power  could  ei¬ 
ther  bring  together  or  keep  afunder,  raifes  a  negle&ed 
gleaner  in  the  field  into  the  lady  of  the  domain,  and 
a  fugitive  of  Moab  into  a  mother  in  Ifrael ;  a  mother 
of  kings,  whofe  name  fhall  never  expire  but  with  the 
difiolution  of  nature. 

At  this  period  of  the  ftory,  let  us  paufe,  and  med¬ 
itate 

— On  the  power  which  regulates  and  controls  all 
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his 


Lect.  X. 


Hiftory  of  Ruth .  133 

his  hand,  who  cc  poureth  contempt  upon  princes,  and 
bringeth  to  nought  the  wifdom  of  the  prudent 
who  44  raifeth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  dull,  and  lifteth 
up  the  needy  out  of  the  dunghill,  that  he  may  let 
him  with  princes,  even  with  the  princes  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  ;  he  maketh  the  barren  woman  to  keep  houfc, 
and  to  be  a  joyful  mother  of  children/’  Is  there  a 
God  who  “  doth  according  to  his  will  in  the  ar¬ 
mies  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  ?”  then  let  me  never  44  be  high-minded,  but 
fear”  always  before  him,  for  I  am  never  out  of  his 
reach,  never  concealed  from  his  eye,  never  Iheltered 
from  his  juftice.  Is  there  a  God  who  judgeth  in  the 
earth,  in  whom  the  fatherlefs  findeth  mercy,  to  whom 
the  miferable  never  look,  never  cry  in  vain  ?  then 
let  me  never  fink  into  defpair.  I  am  not  too  humble 
for  his  notice,  my  dileafe  is  not  beyond  his  fkill  to 
cure,  my  wants  are  not  too  numerous  for  his  fupplies, 
nor  my  tranfgreffions  beyond  the  multitude  of  his 
tender  mercies.  Doth  not  He  deck  the  lily,  and  feed 
the  raven  ?  a  fparrow  rifeth  not  on  the  wing,  falleth 
not  to  the  ground,  without  my  heavenly  Father. 
“  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped,”  and  46  his  hand  is 
not  fhortened,  nor  his  ear  heavy,  nor  his  bowels  of 
companion  reftrained.” 

Meditate  again,  on  what  ground  you  have  encour¬ 
agement  to  alk  and  to  expebt  the  divine  proteblion 
and  favour.  Have  you  given  up  all  for  God  ?  Have 
you  good  hope  through  grace  that  you  are  reconciled  to 
God  through  the  blood  of  his  Son  ?  Have  you  a  good 
confcience  toward  God  that  you  are  in  the  proper  ufe 
of  appointed  means  ?  Can  you  look  up  with  confidence 
and  fay,  Lord,  thou  knowell  all  things,  thou  knowelt 
I  have  not  folded  my  hands  to  lleep,  have  not  fat  down 
m  fullen  difcontent,  have  not  charged  thee  foolifhly 
have  not  fled  to  unjuftifiable  methods  of  relief.  I  have 
not  impioufly  ftriven  with  my  Maker,  nor  prefumptu- 
oufly  expebted  a  miracle  to  be  wrought  in  my  behalf. 

I  have  in  much  weaknefs,  but  in  trembling  hope,  en¬ 
deavoured 
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deavoured  to  do  my  duty  ;  and  I  now.  Lord,  caft  all 
my  care,  call  my  burden  upon  thee.”  Look  into  tfie 
hiltory  of  divine  interpofitions.  Were  they  in  com¬ 
pliment  to  the  peevifh  and  capricious,  were  they  ex¬ 
torted  by  the  loud  lamentations  or  the  fecret  murmur- 
xngs  of  infolence  and  ingratitude  ?  were  they  the  pil¬ 
lows  fmoothed  by  the  hand  of  weak  indulgence  for  the 
drowfy  head  of  floth  and  indifference  to  repofe  on  ? 
No,  but  they  were  the  feafonable  cordial  of  parental 
affe&ion  to  a  fainting  child  ;  the  reward  which  wifdom 
and  goodnefs  bellow  on  diligence  and  perfeverance  ; 
the  indiffoluble  union  which  God  has  eftablifhed  be¬ 
tween  human  exertion  and  divine  co-operation  ;  they 
were  the  recompenfe  of  labour  and  vigilance*  the  an- 
fvver  of  prayer. 

Meditate  yet  again,  on  the  true  dignity  of  human 
nature,  on  the  true  glory  of  man  and  of  woman  alfo  ; — - 
honeft,  lifeful  employment.  It  is  not  idle,  luxurious 
enjoyment,  it  is  not  to  do  nothing,  to  be  eternally 
waited  upon,  and  miniftered  unto,  to  grow  torpid  by 
Inaction,  to  {lumber  away  life  in  a  lethargic  dream,  and 
to  lofe  the  powers  of  the  foul  and  body  by  difufe  ;  but 
to  preferve  and  promote  health  by  moderate  exercife, 
to  earn  cheerfulnefs  and  felf-approbation,  by  the  fweet 
confcioufnefs  that  you  are  not  living  wholly  in  vain, 
and  to  rife  into  importance  by  being  fomewhat  ufeful 
to  your  fellow-creatures.  In  the  eye  of  fober,  unbiaf- 
fed  reafon,  whether  of  the  two  is  the  more  pleafing, 
the  more  refpedlable  fight ;  and  which  is,  in  her  own 
mind,  the  happier  of  the  two,  Ruth  laden  with  the 
ears  of  corn  which  (he  has  toiled  to  gather,  haftening 
home  to  the  hut  of  obfcurity,  to  adminifter  food  and 
comfort  to  old  age  and  forrow  ;  or  a  modern  belle,  if- 
fuing  forth  under  a  load  of  uneafy  finery,  to  imaginary 
triumphs,  and  certain  difappointment  ?  Who  fleeps 
foundeft  at  night,  and  who  awakes  and  arifes  in  the, 
befl  health  and  fpirits  next  day?  I  expeft  not  an 
anfwer* 


The 
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The  thing  fpeaks  for  itfelf ;  and  I  have  purpofely 
forborne  to  (late  the  cafe  fo  ftrongly  as  1  might  have 
done.  The  virtuous  damfel  has,  in  part,  received  her 
reward,  but  a  greater  and  bfetter  is  preparing  for  her. 
The  mother  and  daughter  have  been  arranging  their 
little  matters  with  difcretion ;  and  the  great  God  has 
been  preparing  his  agents,  putting  his  armies  in 
motion ;  all  is  mado  ready,  is  made  to  meet,  is  made 
to  work  together,  is  made  to  profper,  by  Him  who  fees 
the  perfeft  man  in  the  embryo,  the  end  from  the  be- 
ginning,  the  effect  in  its  primary  caufe,  the  eternal 
chain  in  every  feries,  and  in  all  its  extent. 


Hiftory 
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LECTURE  XL 

RUTH  ii.  4. 

And  behold ,  Boaz  came  from  Beth-lehem ,  and 'f  aid  unt$ 
the  reapers ,  The  Lord  be  with  you  :  and  they  anfwered 
him ,  The  Lord  blefs  thee . 

T 

HE  fiiort  and  fimple  fentence  which  I  have  read,, 
might  be  made  the  fubjeCt  of  a  volume.  I  intend  to 
make  it  at  lead  the  fubjedl  of  a  LeCture,  and  entreat 
your  patient  attention  to  a  few  of  the  obvious,  but 
neither  uninterefting  nor  unimportant  views  which 
it  exhibits,  of  life  and  manners,  of  morals  and  re¬ 
ligion. 

Men  of  different  characters,  from  various  motives, 
and  for  various  purpofes,  might  be  fuppofed  to  af- 
fume  the  plain,  unadorned  hiftory  of  the  barley-har- 
vefl  of  Boaz,  as  an  ufeful  and  inftruCtive  topic  of  ad- 
drefs,  and,  according  to  the  fpirit  by  which  they  were 
actuated,  and  the  end  which  they  had  in  view,  might 
reafon  upon  it  in  this  manner. 

I.  The  prudent,  careful  man,  would  build  upon  it 
a  fyftem  of  attention,  diligence  and  economy.  “  Be¬ 
hold,”  would  he  fay,  tc  behold  Boaz,  the  wealthy  and 
the  wife,  in  his  field,  among  his  fervants,  feeing  eve¬ 
ry  thing  with  his  own  eyes,  giving  his  orders  in  per- 
fon,  taking  care  that  every  one  be  in  his  own  place, 
and  performing  his  particular  duty.  The  air  and 

exercife 
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exercife  connefted  with  the  operations  of  hufbandry, 
are  conducive  to  health,  to  comfort ;  they  promote 
his  intereft  ;  they  enliven  his  fpirits ;  moderate  la¬ 
bour  makes  reft  welcome.  See,  his  prefence  is  a 
check  upon  idlenefs,  upon  carelefsnefs,  upon  difcord; 
it  calls  forth  induftry,  it  creates  honeft  emulation  ; 
it  reconciles  the  peafant  to  his  toil,  to  fee  the  rnafter 
participating  in  it.  He  has  brought  himfelf  down  to 
the  level  of  the  poor  labourer,  who  feems  to  have 
rifen  in  proportion.  *See,  nothing  efcapes  his  notice, 
not  even  a  wretched  gleaner  behind  the  reapers  ;  he 
muft  be  informed  of  every  thing  ;  to  the  minuteft  cir- 
cumftance  he  will  judge  for  himfelf. 

“  Young  man,  fet  out  in  life,  and  conduft  your 
progrefs,  on  luch  a  principle,  on  fuch  a  model  as  this. 
It  is  the  certain  road  to  affluence,  to  refpectability  : 
you  are  thereby  at  once  ferving  yourfelf,  your  depend¬ 
ants,  and  your  country.  Whatever  be  thy  ftation, 
whatever  thy  employment,  let  thy  heart  be  in  it ;  let 
thy  time  and  thy  attention  be  devoted  to  it.  “  Be 
thou  diligent  to  know  the Jlate  of  thy  flocks ,  and  look  well  to 
thy  herds.”  66  Be  not flothful  in  bufmefs.  Let  every  thing 
be  done  in  its  feafon  ;  let  every  thing  be  done  decently 
and  in  order’’  u  The  hand  of  the  diligent  maketh  rich.” 
“  Seefl  thou  a  man  diligent  in  his  bufmefs  ?  He  flail  fland 
before  kings  ;  he  flail  not  fland  before  mean  men.” 

“To  thefe  might  be  added  innumerable  admonitions 
and  arguments,  drawn  from  fcripture,  from  reafon, 
from  hiftory,  from  experience,  all  tending  to  demon- 
ftrate  the  wifdom,  the  utility,  the  neceffity  of  doing 
what  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  with  thy  might ;  and 
to  prove  the  folly,  the  danger,  the  mifery  of  lloth 
and  inattention.  But  example  is  beyond  all  pre¬ 
cept.  Survey  yonder  field  ;  from  Ruth  up  to  Bo- 
az  ;  all  are  bufy,  all  are  pleafed  and  cheerful,  all 
are  happy.  Be  inftructed,  my  fon,  by  the  profpeH  ; 
and  learn  that  God,  and  nature,  and  reafon,  have  in- 
feparably  connefted  induftry  and  felicity  ;  have  made 
f)o.dily  health  and  inward  peace,  profperity  and  import¬ 
ance 
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ance  to  flow  from  virtuous,  temperate  exertion,  as  the 
ftream  from  its  fource.” 

II.  Ihe  moralifl  would  take  up  the  fubjefl:  in  a 
point  of  view  fomewhat  different.  “  Obferve”  would 
he  fay  “  the  reciprocal  duties  arifing  out  of  the  mutu- 
al  relations  of  human  life.  We  have  them  here 
beautifully  exemplified  in  the  relation  of  mafter 
and  fervant.  Befides  the  more  obvious  obligations 
of  juftice,  on  the  one,  in  faithfully  performing  the 
ftipulated  labour  ;  on  the  other,  in  pun&ually  be¬ 
llowing  the  promifed  wages  of  the  hireling,  be¬ 
hold  the  tacit  obligations  of  mutual  affe&ion  and 
benevolence.  Obligations  founded  not  indeed  upon 
a  written  law,  but  interwoven  with  the  conffitution 
and  frame  of  our  nature,  and  which  the  man  who 
feels  not,  acknowledges  not,  the  man  who  negle&s 
or  violates,  let  his  adherence  to  the  letter  of  the 
law  be  ever  fo  clofe  and  exaft,  is  a  traitor  to  God 
and  fociety.  Nay,  he  is  a  traitor  to  himfelf,  by  cut¬ 
ting  off  one  of  the  pureft  fources  of  his  own  enjoyment, 
and  at  the  fame  time  depriving  mankind  of  one  of 
their  jufteft  claims. 

66  Boaz  and  his  reapers  meet  with  mutual  cordiality. 
They  give  and  receive  the  falutation  of  peace.  He  ac- 
cofts  them  as  a  father  would  his  children,  not  as  a 
tafk-mafter  would  the  miferable  drudges  fubjefted  to 
his  authority.  They  addrefs  him  with  the  kindly  and 
humble  familiarity  of  fons,  not  the  diftant  timidity  of 
flaves  trembling  for  fear  of  the  rod.  They  exact  the 
price  of  their  fervice  as  a  debt ;  but  they  receive  the 
gentle  language  and  fmiles  of  their  employer  as  a  fa¬ 
vour.  He  experts  them  to  be  honeft  and  diligent,  for 
confcience  fake ;  but  contentment  with  their  condi¬ 
tion,  and  good-will  to  him,  he  thankfully  receives,  as 
an  unconditioned,  extraordinary  effort  to  promote  his 
intereft.  f 

44  Suppofe,  for  a  moment,  the  temper  and  character 
of  both  changed  ;  and  the  force  of  the  example  will 
be  more  clearly  underftood,  and  more  powerfully  felt. 

Without 
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Without  fuppofmg  any  one  precept  of  morality,  or 
di£late  of  religion  infringed,  what  a  different  afpe& 
would  the  field  of  Boaz  wear  !  Lo,  where  comes  the 
furly,  (lately,  felf-important  lord  of  the  manor,  furvey- 
ing  in  the  pride  of  his  heart,  his  increafing  (tore,  look¬ 
ing  down  on  the  humble,  hardy  fons  of  toil,  as  mere 
beafls  of  burden,  defigned  to  minifter  to  his  conveni- 
ency.  He  vouchfafes  them  never  a  word,  except  per¬ 
haps  to  complain,  to  threaten,  or  to  upbraid  :  and 
then,  in  fullen  filence  and  (late,  retires  again.  The 
infulted  labourers  on  the  other  hand,  regard  him  with 
terror  or  difguft.  The  focial  compaft  is  diffolved  be¬ 
tween  them.  No  eye  welcomed  his  approach  with  a 
fmile,  no  whifper  o(  gratulation  conveyed  his  name 
from  ear  to  ear,  no  tongue  pronounced  “  God  hlefs 
him”  The  half-fmothered  execration  purfued  his 
withdrawing  (leps,  and  he  well  deferved  it. 

46  What  thinkefl  thou,  my  young  friend,  of  the  pic^ 
ture  ?  Learn  from  it,  that  to  doing  juftly,  there  mud 
be  added  loving  mercy,  and  walking  humbly.  Learn, 
that  the  duties  and  felicities  of  human  life  confifl  in 
numberlefs,  namelefs,  undefinable  little  offices,  which 
every  one  may  learn  without  a  teacher,  and  which 
every  one  may,  if  he  will,  perform.  All  have  it  not 
in  their  power  to  fupply  the  poor,  to  heal  the  Tick,  to 
fuccour  the  diffreffed.  Opportunity  does  not  every 
day  offer,  nor  ability  permit  to  confer  material,  effen- 
tial  benefits  ;  but  it  is  in  the  power  of  all  to  exprefs 
fympathy,  to  breathe  a  kind  wjffi.  Opportunities  eve¬ 
ry  hour,  every  moment  prefent  themfelves,  and  abil¬ 
ity  never  fails  of  looking  pleafantly,  of  fpeaking  gent¬ 
ly  and  affectionately.  And  he  is  a  wretch  indeed  who 
knows  that  the  unbending  of  an  eyebrow,  the  utter¬ 
ance  of  a  fyllable  or  two,  the  alteration  of  half  a  tone 
of  his  voice,  the  Ample  exteniion  of  his  hand  would 
in  a  moment  relieve  a  heart  overwhelmed  with  forrow, 
wrung  with  anguifh,  and  yet  cruelly  withholds  fo  {len¬ 
der,  fo  eafy,  fo  cheap  a  confolation. 

CC 
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“  Young  man,  if  it  be  thy  misfortune  to  have  to 
ilruggle  with  a  harfh,  ungainly,  unbending  difpofition, 
tlie  looner  you  fet  out  in  queft  of  victory  the  better. 
Remember  that  thy  own  comfort  is  involved,  be¬ 
yond  the  power  of  reparation,  with  that  of  thy  fellow- 
creatures.  fake  care  that  th ^.manner  of  (hewing  mer¬ 
cy,  or  of  conferring  obligation  mar  not  the  matter 
or  the  benefit.  Ihe  man  who  refufes  gracioufly ,  im- 
preffes  on  the  heart  a  more  favourable  idea  of  himfelf, 
than  he  who  grants  with  harlhnefs,  infolence  or  pride. 
1 1  ue  goodnels  confiders,  together  with  what  is  written 
on  tables  of  (tone,  what  is  engraven  on  the  living  tables 
of  the  heart ,  and  from  the  heart,  communicates  itfelf  to 
the  forehead,  the  eyes,  the  lips,  the  hand  \  impreflin^ 
on  the  whole  the  law  of  kindnefs ° 

III.  ihe  philofopher  will  caff  his  eyes  along  the 
group  fcattered  over  the  plains  adjoining  to  Bethlehem- 
Judah,  and  will  reflect  in  a  different  manner  ;  perhaps 
thus.  What  an  endlefs  variety  do  I  obferve  in  the 
ways  and  works  of  the  great  Creator  and  Ruler  of 
the  univerfe  !  Blended  with  that  variety,  what  mutual 
relation  and  dependence!  The  head,  the  hands,  the 
feet  y  the  parts  which  are  more  noble,  and  thofe  which 
are  more  dishonourable,  forming  one  regular,  harmo¬ 
nious  body  where  there  is  nothing  redundant,  noth¬ 
ing  deficient.  Every  thing  has  its  ufe,  every  thing 
has  its  end.  Shade  imperceptibly  foftens  into  fhade ; 
light  imperceptibly  brightens  into  light.  The  tranfi- 
tions  are  lo  fweet  and  gradual,  that  the  eye  is  never 
offended,  nor  overwhelmed.  It  is  the  fame  thing  in 
the  body  focial  and  politic.  Every  one  (lands  in  need 
of  another.  The  prince  and  the  peafant  meet  in  a 
certain  point.  How  many  things  have  they  in  com¬ 
mon  !  How7  many  things  to  intereft  and  attract  each 
other ! 

46  Look  but  to  that  field.  The  perfons  are  few  > 
and  the  conditions  much  fewer.  But  even  there  I  fee 
the  order,  the  fubordination  which  Providence  has 
eftablifhed  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  vaft  uni¬ 
verfe, 
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verfe.  There  walks  the  dignified,  refpedable  propri¬ 
etor  of  the  land,  who  can  trace  his  title  to  poffeflion 
through  many  generations ;  exulting  in  hereditary 
wealth  and  honours,  without  arrogance,  vanity  or  in- 
fenfibility.  Boaz,  a  prince  in  his  tribe,  but  a  plain 
man,  who  knows  that  he  derives  his  fubfiftence  from 
the  boforn  of  the  earth,  who  difdains  not  to  mingle 
with  his  menial  fervants,  to  fit  down  to  a  participation 
of  their  homely  fare,  to  dip  his  morfel  in  the  fame  vin¬ 
egar,  and  to  lie  down  to  fleep  all  night  in  the  threfh- 
ing-fioor.  . 

“  There  the  fervant  who  is  fet  over  the  reapers  ftirs 
from  ridge  to  ridge,  from  company  to  company,  the 
bond  of  union  between  the  maiter  and  the  labourers. 
Behold  him  as  the  truifed  humble  friend  of  Boaz,  re¬ 
paying  confidence  with  fidelity  ;  praifing  the  induf- 
trious,  encouraging  the  faint,  chiding  the  carelefs, 
flimulating  the  flow.  As  the  fympathizing  friend  of 
his  lefs  favoured  fellow-fervants,  recolleding  how  lately 
he  emerged  from  the  fame  obfcurity  and  fubjedion,  ex¬ 
cusing  the  frailty  of  nature,  covering  the  faults  of 
thoughtlefsnefs,  adminiftering  reproof  and  chaffifement 
with  lenity  and  moderation,  bellowing  commendation 
with  cheerfulnefs  and  cordiality. 

As  we  defcend,  a  new  ftation,  a  new  charader 
rifes  into  view,  the  glory  and  the  ftrength  of  every 
land  under  heaven,  the  poor,  the  honed,  the  manly, 
the  virtuous,  the  ufeful,  the  important  part  of  the 
community.  Not  they  who  handle  the  harp  and  the 
organ,  but  they  who  put  their  hands  to  the  plough  and 
the  fickle.  There  they  toil,  there  they  fweat,  there 
they  fing  ;  there  they  beguile  the  fatigues  of  the  day 
in  innocent  mirth,  and  untutored,  artlefs,  guilelefs, 
unmaiignant  converfation  ;  and  purchafe  and  fweeten 
the  repofe  of  the  night,  with  unopprefiive  induftry, 
with  friendly  communication,  and  pious,  unafpiring 
fubmiffion  to  the  pains,  the  privations,  the  neceffities 
of  their  lowly  eftate. 

“  Thefe 
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cc  Thde  conftitute  the  numerous,  the  great  and 
good  clafs  of  our  fellow-creatures ;  who  fhine  in  the 
eye  of  reafon,  of  patriotifm,  of  philofophy,  of  religion. 
Ihey  (land  not  forth  the  prominent  figures  in  the 
piece,  but  their  number,  their  equality,  their  want  of 
characteriftic  diftin<3:ion,  confer  upon  them  the  great¬ 
er  value. 

But  ah,  there  is  beneath  them,  a  fubordinate  rank, 
which  awakens  all  that  is  human  in  us.  They  have 
health  and  ftrength  and  will  to  labour ;  their  reward 
is  fure  ;  they  fupport  the  heat  and  toil  of  the  day, 
with  the  fweet  alfurance  that  the  thickening  fhades, 
that  the  twelfth  hour  will  bring  with  them,  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  their  hire,  the  means  of  fubfiftence,  of  domef- 
tic  joy,  of  regulated  gratification.  But  look  into  the 
back-ground  of  the  piece,  and  obferve  that  female,  that 
ftranger,  that  orphan,  and  her  a  widow  ;  to  work  un¬ 
able,  to  beg  afhamed.  She  has  feen  better  days. 
Time  was,  the  wind  of  heaven  was  not  permitted  to  vif 
it  her  face  too  roughly ;  fire  was  waited  upon,  and  min- 
iftered  unto  ;  now  fhe  is  become  the  fcorn  of  clowns  ; 
or  lower  fill ,  their  pity .  Where  is  the  lownefs  of  con¬ 
dition,  from  whence  it  is  not  poffible  ftill  to  fall !  Be 
what  thou  wilt,  O  man,  there  are  fome  looking  up  to 
thee  with  envy  and  defire :  be  what  thou  wilt,  there 
is  ftill  caufe  to  fay,  “  God,  I  thank  thee  I  am  not  as 
other  mend9 

<c  But  obferve,  my  young  friend, 99  continues  our 
philofophical  monitor,  66  all  thefe  gradations,  and  infi¬ 
nitely  more  than  can  be  pointed  out,  are  links  in  the 
great  chain  of  human  exiftence  ;  tear  one  afunder, 
and  the  concuflion  is  felt  through  the  whole.  The 
gleaner,  the  reaper,  the  overfeer,  the  mafter  of  the 
houfehold  are  fo  many  fucceffive  fteps  in  the  fame 
fcale ;  the  moft  diftant  not  very  remote ;  the  nearer 
hardly  diftinguifhable  ;  all  are  reduced  to  the  fame  lev¬ 
el  before  Him,  who  fays  to  Gabriel,  Go,  and  he  goeth, 
and  to  the  fparrow  hovering  on  the  wing,  Fall  to  the 
ground,  and  inftantly  he  drops.  And  again,  young  man 
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void  of  underftanding,  obferve,  and  obferve  it  well,  and 
lay  it  up  in  thine  heart,  how  near  the  extremes  of  hu¬ 
man  condition  are  to  one  another  !  the  gleaner  after  the 
reapers,  is  but  a  ftep  or  two  from  the  poffeffion  of  the 
whole.  Wait  but  a  few  days,  and  fhe  who  is  liable  to 
be  infulted,  at  belt  pitied,  fhall  be,  in  her  turn,  caref- 
fed,  flattered,  fubmitted  to  :  and  learn,  from  the  whole, 
the  folly  of  being  infolent,  felf-conceited,  or  unkind, 
uniocial  or  uncomplying,  when  the  fun  of  profperity 
fhineth  upon  thy  tabernacle  ;  or  of  being  diicontented, 
dejected,  carelets  or  mean,  when  the  common  ills  of 
humanity  overtake  thee,  lhat  poor  inflated  creature, 
who  like  another  Nebuchadnezzar  talks  in  loud  levell¬ 
ing  words  of  vanity,  of  the  great  Babylon  which  he  has 
built ,  1  once  knew  a  cringing  minion,  ready  to  lick  the 
duft  from  the  feet  of  the  man  whom  he  now  ftruts  by 
as  if  he  were  a  ftranger.  That  poor  boy  whom  he  dif- 
dains  to  fet  with  the  dogs  of  his  flock,  is  evidently  ri¬ 
fling  into  confequence,  which  is  one  day  to  eclipfe  all 
the  tawdry  honours  of  upftart  gentility,  and  felf-affum- 
ed  importance.  My  fon,  derive  thy  greatnefs  from 
thyfelf,  from  wifdom,  from  virtue.  Take  care  to 
adorn  thy  llation,  thy  poffeffions,  by  native  goodnefs. 
Pitiable  indeed  is  thy  condition,  if  rank,  or  affluence, 
or  even  talents,  ferve  only  to  render  thy  folly  or  profli¬ 
gacy  more  confpicuous.” 

. IV-  °nce  more>  let  me  fuppofe  a  man  of  genuine 
piety  contemplating  the  interefting  fcene  before  us 
and  entering  with  wonder  and  delight  into  the  plans’ 
of  the  Eternal  Mind.  His  meditations  will  flow  in  Hill 
a  different  channel,  he  will  view  the  fame  objed 
through  ftill  a  different  medium.  “  Behold,”  will  he 

“  hfjffieet  ls  thefmell  of  afield  which  Jehovah 
hathbkffed!  happy  Boaz,  rich  in  lands  and  in  corn, 
rich  in  man-fervants  and  maid-fervants,  rich  in  the  du¬ 
tiful  and  affedionate  attachment  of  thy  people,  rich  in 
thine  own  integrity  and  compofure  of  fpirit :  but  rich- 

cr  ,,  ??  the  favour  and  approbation  of  the  Almighty : 
the  bi effing  of  the  Lord  it  maketh  rich ,  and  he  addeth  no 
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forrow  therewith .  Happy  family,  thus  dwelling  to¬ 
gether  in  unity  ;  where  love  is  the  governing  princi¬ 
ple,  where  the  fear  of  God  fweetly  exprelfes  itfelf  in 
unfeigned  benevolence  to  man  !  How  can  that  houfe 
but  profper,  where  religion  has  eltablilhed  her  throne  ? 
Look  at  that  happy  plain  over  which  the  bountiful 
hand  of  nature  has  fpread  her  rich  exuberance.  The 
Lord  maketh  that  wealth .  Behold  the  patriarchal  mat¬ 
ter  :  the  meanefl  have  he  treats  like  a  child  :  hearken, 
the  voice  of  peace  and  benediction  dwells  on  his  lips, 
diltils  like  the  dew.  Behold  the  way  to  be  loved  and 
refpe&ed  by  inferiors.  Be  to  them  an  enfample  of  pi¬ 
ety,  of  purity,  of  charity  ;  bind  them  to  you  with 
cords  of  love ;  fweet  and  faithful,  cheerful  and  effi¬ 
cient  is  the  fervice  of  affedtion.  Thefe  men  will 
yield  obedience  not  for  wrath  only ,  but  for  confcience 
fake ;  their  heart  is  in  their  work  ;  they  need  no 
overfeer  ;  they  will  neither  be  negligent  nor  diffion- 
eft  :  they  know'  that  the  eye  of  God  is  continually  up¬ 
on  them ;  they  know  that  the  intereft  of  the  maker 
is  their  own. 

“  How  happily  religion  adapts  its  influence  to  every 
relation  and  condition  of  life  !  How  it  guards  the 
heart  alike  from  foolijh  pride  and  impious  difcontent ,  at 
what  bounty  has  bellowed,  or  wifdorn  denied  !  How  it 
humanizes,  dignifies,  exalts  the  foul  !  How  it  en¬ 
forces,  extends  and  refines  the  maxims  of  worldly  pru¬ 
dence  !  How  it  illuftrates,  binds,  and  enlivens  the 
precepts  of  morality  !  How  it  amplifies,  expands,  reg¬ 
ulates,  brightens  the  views  of  philofophy ;  referring 
every  thing  to  God,  deriving  all  from  him,  carrying 
all  back  to  him  again  !  O  man,  till  thou  hall  founded 
thy  domeltic  economy  in  religion,  thou  hall  not  be¬ 
gun  to  keep  houfe.  Let  thy  pofleffions  be  ever  fo 
fair,  ever  fo  extenfive,  they  want  their  principal  charm, 
their  highefl  excellence,  till  the  bleffing  of  Heaven 
be  alked  and  obtained. 

“  Mark  yet  again,  how  a  good  man's  footfleps  are  all 
ordered  of  the  Lord .  In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge  him , 
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and  he  Jhall  direct  thy  paths .  Boaz  came  forth  with 
no  farther  view  than  to  fee  the  progreis  of  his  harveft, 
to  lalute  his  fervants,  and  to  cheer  their  labour  by  his 
prefence  and  approving  fmiles ;  but  lo,  Providence 
has  been  preparing  for  him  a  more  enlarged  view,  has 
enriched  his  field  with  a  nobler  portion  than  he  had 
any  apprehenfion  of.  Thy  ways ,  my  King  and  my  Gody 
thy  ways  are  in  the  fea ,  and  thy  path  in  the  deep  waters , 
and  thy  judgments  are  unfearchable .  The  great  God  is 
working  umeen,  unnoticed.  He  is  preparing  his  in- 
ftruments  at  a  diltance,  arranging  his  agents  in  the 
dark.  Unteen  to,  unknown  by  one  another,  without 
concert  or  defign,  they  come  forth  at  the  moment, 
they  perform  the  part  afligned  them ;  they  lpeak  and 
a£t  in  perfect  uniion,  they  accomplifh  the  purpoie  of 
the  Eternal.  Boaz  and  Ruth,  behold  them  together 
m  the  field,  remote  as  penury  and  fulnefs,  as  obfeuri- 
ty  and  celebrity,  as  dependence  and  being  depended 
upon.  Neverthelefs  they  meet,  and  Heaven  from 
above,  crowns  the  hallowed  union  with  her  olive.” 

#  ®11*-  might  not  the  pious  fpirit  annex  a  caution  to 
his  exhortation  on  this  iubjefl.  C6  Beware  of  taking 
the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain  :  for  the  Lord  will 
not  hold  him  guilt/ fs  who  taketh  his  name  in  vain .  Holy 
and  reverend  is  his  name •  Even  in  blefling  it  is  to  be 
uled  folemnly,  pioufiy,  fparingly :  who  then  fhall 
dare  to  employ  it  wantonly,  needleisly,  profanely, 
impioufly,  blafphemoufly  ?  Who  fhall  prefume  to 
abuie  it,  in  fwearing  falfely  by  it,  or  in  imprecating  a 
curfe  under  that  dreadful  fandion  upon  the  head%f 
his  brother  ?  Avert,  merciful  Heaven,  avert  from  my 
guilty,  heavy-laden  country,  the  heavy,  the  bitter 
curfe  which  this  lin  deierves  !  O  let  not  profane 

i wearing,  let  not  wiltul  deliberate  perjury,  prove 
its  ruin !” 

Ihus  nave  I  endeavoured,  by  affuming  feveral 
fuppofed  characters,  to  give  life  and  energy  to  the  fun- 
pie, ^  rural  icene  under  confideration.  It  furnifhes 
copious  matter  of  initruflion  to  every  teacher,  and  to 
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every  clafs  of  mankind.  The  careful,  prudent  man 
of  the  world  ;  the  moralift  ;  the  calm  obferver ;  the 
pious  inftrudlor,  are  all  here  provided  with  ufeful  top¬ 
ics  of  addrefs  to  their  feveral  pupils,  according  to  their 
feveral  views.  The  mafter  and  the  fervant,  the  hire¬ 
ling  and  his  employer,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  here 
meet  together,  and  are  together  informed,  by  more 
than  a  code  of  laws,  by  plain  but  ftriking  example,  of 
their  mutual  relation  and  dependence,  and  of  the  du¬ 
ties  which  arife  out  of  them,  and  of  the  comforts 
which  flow  from  them.  Happinefs  is  here  reprefented 
as  built  on  the  fure  foundation  of  kind  affections,  of 
ufeful  induftry,  of  reciprocal  good  offices,  and  of  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  Where  all  thefe  unite,  that  houfe 
muff  hand,  that  family  muff  profper.  In  proportion  as 
all  or  any  of  them  are  wanting,  a  partial  or  total  ruin 
muff  enfue.  Let  the  apoftolic  injunctions  ferve  prac¬ 
tically  to  enforce  the  fubjeft.  66  Servants,  be  obedient 
to  them  that  are  your  mailers  according  to  the  flefh, 
with  fear  and  trembling,  in  fmglenefs  of  your  heart, 
as  unto  Chrift ;  not  with  eye-fervice,  as  men-pleafers, 
but  as  the  fervants  of  Chrift,  doing  the  will  of  God 
from  the  heart ;  with  good  will  doing  fervice,  as  to 
the  Lord,  and  not  to  men :  knowing  that  whatfoever 
good  thing  any  man  doeth,  the  fame  fhall  he  receive 
of  the  Lord,  whether  he  be  bond  or  free.  And  ye 
mailers,  do  the  fame  things  unto  them,  forbearing 
threatening  :  knowing  that  your  mafter  alfo  is  in  heav¬ 
en  ;  neither  is  there  refpedl  of  perfons  with  him.”* 
— “  Charge  them  that  are  rich  in  this  world  that  they 
be  not  high-minded,  nor  trull  in  uncertain  riches,  but 
in  the  living  God,  who  giveth  us  richly  all  things 
to  enjoy  ;  that  they  do  good,  that  they  be  rich  in 
good  works,  ready  to  diftribute,  willing  to  communi¬ 
cate  ;  laying  up  in  ftore  for  themfelves  a  good  foun¬ 
dation  againft  the  time  to  come,  that  they  may  lay  hold 
on  eternal  life.”f  “Hearken,  my  beloved  brethren, 
hath  not  God  chofen  the  poor  of  this  world,  rich  in 

faith,4 

*  Ephef.  vi.  5 — 9* 


f  1  Tim.  vi.  17 — 19. 
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ifed  to  them  that  love  him  ?”* — “  You  yourl'elves 
know  that  thefe  hands  have  miniflered  unto  my  necef- 
fities,  and  to  them  that  were  with  me.  I  have  fhew- 
ed  you  all  things,  how  that  fo  labouring  ye  ought  to 
fupport  the  weak,  and  to  remember  the  words  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  how  he  faid,  It  is  more  blelfed  to  give 
than  to  receive.”!  •  “Let  him  that  Hole  fteai  no 
more :  but  rather  let  him  labour,  working  with  his 
hands  the  thing  which  is  good,  that  he  may  have  to 
give  to  him  that  needeth.”  J 


*  James  ii.  5.  f  Atfs  xx.  34,  35. 

t  Ephef.  ir.  28. 
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LECTURE  XII. 

RUTH  ii„  5  — 17. 

'■Then  /aid  Boaz  unto  his  fervant  that  was  fet  over  the 
reavers,  Whofe  damfel  is  this  ?  And  the  Jervant  that 
was  fet  over  the  reapers  anfwered  and  /aid ,  It  is  the 
Moabitijh  damfel  that  came  back  with  Naomi  out  of  the 
country  of  Moab  :  and  Jhe  faid ,  1  pray  you  let  me  glean 
and  gather  after  the  reapers  among  the  Jheaves  :  fo  Jhe 
came,  and  hath  continued  even  from  the  morning  until 
now,  that  jhe  tarried  a  little  in  the  houfe.  Then  faid 
Boaz  unto  Ruth ,  Hearejt  thou  not,  my  daughter  ?  Go 
not  to  glean  in  another  field,  neither  go  from  hence,  but 
abide  here  fall  by  my  maidens.  Let  thine  eyes  be  on  the 
field  that  they  do  reap,  and  go  thou  after  them  :  have  / 
not  charged  the  young  men  that  they  jhall  not  touch  thee  ? 

!  And  when  thou  art  athirjl,  go  unto  the  vejfels,  and  drink 
of  that  which  the  young  men  have  drawn.  Then  Jhe  fell 
on  her  face,  and  lowed  herfelf  to  the  ground,  and  faid 
unto  him,  JThy  have  I  found  grace  in  tome  eyes,  that 
thou  Jhouldefi  take  knowledge  of  me,  feeing  I  am  a  jlran- 
o-er?  A  fid'' Boaz  anfwered  and  faid  unto  her.  It  hath 
fully  been  Jhewed.me  all  that  thou  haft  done  unto  thy 
mother-in-law Jince  the  death  of  thine  hujband :  and  how 
thou  haft  left  thy  father  and  thy  mother,  and  the  land 
of  thy  nativity,'  and  art  come  unto  a  people  which  thou 

kneweft  not  heretofore.  The  Lord  recompenfe  thy  work, 
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'  -and  a  full  reward  be  given  thee  of  the  Lord  God  of  If 
rad ,  under  whofe  wings  thou  art  come  to  truft.  Then 
j, he  faid ,  Let  me  find  favour  in  thy  fight ,  my  lord  ;  for 
that  thou  haft  comforted  me,  and  for  that  thou  haft fpjj  te¬ 
en  friendly  unto  thine  hand-maid ,  though  I  be  not  like  un¬ 
to  one  of  thine  hand-maidens .  And  Boaz  faid  unto  her , 
.At  meaUime  come  thou  hither ,  and  cat  of  the  bread,  and 
a dip  thy  morfel  in  the  vinegar .  And  floe  fat  befide  the 
reapers  :  and  he  reached  her  parched  cor 71,  and  Jhc  aid 
eat,  and  was  fujficed ,  and  left .  And  when  foe  was  rif- 
en  up  to  glean,  Boaz  eommanded  his  young  men,  faying. 
Let  her  glean  even  among  the  Jh caves,  and  reproach  her 
not .  And  let  fall  alfo  fonic  of  the  handfids  of  pur p  of e  for 
her,  and  leave  them  that  floe  may  glean  them ,  and  re¬ 
buke  her  not .  So  fhe  gleaned  in  the  field  until  even,  and 
beat  out  that  floe  had  gleaned :  and  it  was  about  an 
ephah  of  barley . 

The  life  of  the  hufbandman  Is  full  of  labour  and 
anxiety,  but  it  is  alfo  fweetened  and  relieved  by  many 
peculiar  delights.  He  mu  ft  rife  early,  and  often  re¬ 
tire  late  to  reft ;  he  is  expofed  now  to  the  (torching 
heat  of  the  meridian  fun,  and  now  to  the  unwhole- 
fome  damps  of  the  night.  He  has  to  watch  every  afpect 
of  the  Iky,  and  to  guard  againft  the  ftrife  of  contend¬ 
ing  elements  :  and  after  all  his  vigilance  and  forelight, 
he  has  frequently  the  mortification  to  fee  the  exertions, 
and  the  hopes  of  a  whole  year,  deftroyed  in  an  hour. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  the  very  variety  which  his  pro- 
feflion  admits  of,  deceives  the  toils  of  it ;  his  life  is 
conftantly  a  life  of  hope  ;  his  health  and  profperity 
flow  from  the  fame  lource  ;  he  fpends  not  his  ftrength 
for  nought  and  in  vain  ;  the  bountiful  parent  earth 
reftores  the  precious  feed  caft  into  it  with  large  in- 
creafe,  thirty,  fixty,  an  hundred  fold.  He  has  the 
pleafure  of  obferving  the  hourly  progrefs  of  vegetar 
tion  ;  of  feeing  his  fupplies  coming  immediately  from 
the  hand  of  Providence.  Piety  and  profit  are  promoted 
by  the  fame  employments  and  purfuits,  and  the  fublim- 
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eft  truths  of  religion  prefs  upon  him  in  the  plained  and 
moft  common  appearances  of  nature.  Add  to  all  this, 
the  labours  of  the  hufbandman  are  of  all  others  the 
moft  eflential,  the  moft  important  to  fociety.  Other  arts 
may  minifter  to  wealth,  to  pleafure,  to  conveniency 
and  comfort,  but  on  this  depends  the  very  fubfiftence 
of  human  life  ;  and  to  the  plough  and  the  fickle,  the 
ingenious  manufacturer,  the  pampered  citizen  and  the 
haughty  peer  muft,  of  neceffity,  look  for  the  main  in¬ 
gredient  of  their  daily  fupport. 

It  was,  then,  in  that  happy  ftate  of  civil  fociety,  the 
fcene  is  laid  which  is  to  be  the  fubject  of  this  evening’s 
meditation.  It  was  that  joyful  feafon  of  the  year 
when  the  ardour  of  fummer  was  giving  place  to  the 
milder  glory  of  autumn  ;  when  indultry  was  gathering 
in  the  produce  of  hope,  when  the  common  occupa¬ 
tions  of  the  fun-burnt  plain  had  levelled  the  diftinftions 
of  mafter  and  fervant  ;  when  all  was  emulation,  cheer- 
fulnefs  and  joy,  that  Boaz  iffued  forth  betimes  to  fuper- 
intend  his  harveft,  and  Ruth  to  glean  after  the  reapers. 
Her  lex,  her  demeanor,  her  employment,  which  be- 
fpoke  her  poverty,  attract  his  notice,  and  excite  his 
compaflion.  There  are  perfons,  there  are  counte¬ 
nances,  there  is  a  deportment,  which  ftrike  at  firft  light, 
and  create  an  mtereft  which  it  is  impollible  to  account 
for.  The  great  hand  of  nature  has  in  many,  perhaps 
in  moft  inftances,  engraven  on  the  external  appearance, 
no  doubtful  or  equivocal  figns  of  the  internal  Ipirit 
and  character.  Ruth  prefented  to  the  eye  of  Boaz  an 
undefcribeable  fomewhat  which  fpoke  her  immediate¬ 
ly  to  be  above  the  level  of  thofe  common  drudges, 
whofe  minds  their  fervile  condition  has  degraded  ;  her 
native  greatnefs  (hone  through  the  veil  that  covered 
it,  and  naturally  led  to  an  inquiry  into  her  fituation 
and  connexions.  The  attention  which  her  figure  and 
occupation  at  firft  roufed,  her  hiftory  powerfully  fixes 
and  confirms.  The  mournful  ftory  of  Naomi,  and  of 
the  Moabitiih  damfel  her  daughter-in-law,  all  Bethle¬ 
hem- Judah  h^d  heard,  but  not  one  had  ftepped  forth 
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to  acknowledge  and  relieve  them.  Boaz  himfelf  is 
faulty  here.  °Had  he  been  informed,  as  he  muff,  of 
the  return  of  his  nearefl  relations,  and  of  their  wretch¬ 
ed  flight,  he  ought  to  have  fought,  them  out,  and, 
unfolicited,  to  have  mimftered  to  their  comfort.  1  le 
is  in  this  refpeCt  an  mftance  of  what  is  frequently  t < j 
be  met  with  in  the  world  ;  of  that  calm,  unimpaflion- 
ed  goodnefs  which  is  abundantly  difpofed  to  fuccour 
diftrefs,  when  it  falls  in  the  way,  but  is  not  luflicient- 
ly  zealous,  and  vigorous,  and  aftive,  to  go  abroad  in 
queft  of  objects  to  relieve.  But  let  us  not  pretend  to 
look  down  on  moderate  and  ordinary  beneficence, 
till  the  pure  and  fublime  come  more  into  ufe.  rl  he 
former  neglect  of  Boaz,  and  his  future  zeal,  Ihall  but 
the  more  redound  to  the  glory  of  God. 

— The  fhort  and  Ample  tale  awakens  a  thoufand 
tender  emotions  in  the  bofom  of  the  good  man.  He 
feels  the  fad  reverfes  to  which  families,  and  ftates, 
and  all  fublunary  things  are  expofed.  He  fees  one 
branch  of  his  own  kindred  demolifhed,  extinguifhed. 
A  woman,  a  young  woman,  a  widow,  a  Itranger  in  a 
ftrange  land,  but  one  ftep  above  begging  her  bread  ; 
with  a  flill  more  wrr  etched  mother  to  fuftain  by  the 
meagre  fruits  of  her  feeble  induftry.  He  fees  women 
of  condition,  his  equals,  fallen  far  below  the  effate  of 
the  meaneft  of  his  fervants  and  hand-maids.  Self-re¬ 
proach  perhaps  mingled  with  compafiion,  and  inflant- 
ly  produced  a  refolution  to  compenfate  paft  careleff- 
nefs  and  unkindnefs,  by  all  that  future  fympathy  and 
friendfliip  could  beftow.  The  dialogue  that  enfues  is 
a  beautiful  exhibition  of  the  honefl  fnnplicity  of  na¬ 
ture.  The  characters  are  fupported  with  a  happinefs 
of  expreflion,  and  difplayed  with  a  ftrength  and  ex- 
a&nefs  of  colouring,  worthy  of  Him  who  knows 
what  is  in  man. 

In  Boaz  which  fhall  we  moft  admire ;  his  prudent 
attention  to  his  own  affairs,  his  winning  condefcen- 
fion  to  his  inferiors,  or  his  pious  acknowledgment 
®f  God  in  every  thing  ?  In  his  conduct  to  the  forlorn 
,  •  ftranger. 
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ftranger,  we  fee  a  heart  overflowing  with  benevolence* 
attending  to  minute  circumffances,  out-running  the 
expectations,  the  very  wifh^s  of  the  perfon  whom  he 
means  to  oblige.  Oblerve  his  delicacy  ;  he  recom¬ 
mends  the  iolitary  helpleis  female  to  the  lociety  and 
protection  ot  thole  of  her  own  lex,  and  by  his  author¬ 
ity  guards  her  from  the  incivility  and  infults  of  the 
other.  He  aims  at  toothing  her  foul  to  peace;  he 
would  have  her  believe  herlelf  at  home.  The  law 
ooiiged  him  to  permit  her  to  glean,  but  he  makes  a 
fi ee-wiil  offering  of  much  more;  the  liquor  in  the 
vefleis,  the  food  provided  for  the  reapers,  all  is  ten¬ 
dered  to  her  with  hearty  good  will.  Ordinary  minds 
ieCi  afnamed  at  the  light  of  poor  relations,  deny  them, 
turn  away  from  them,  hide  their  faces  from  their 
own  fiefh.  I  rue  magnanimity  thinks  meanly  of 
nothing  but  vice,  efteems  worth,  though  cloathed  in 
lags,  confiders  the  revolutions  which  affect  every 
thing  under  tire  fun,  deipiies  not  the  wretch  of  to-day, 
knowing  tnat  he  may  be  obliged  to  change  places 
with  him  to-morrow.  Such  an  one  was  the  wealthy 
owner  of  yonder  happy  field.  The  fpirit  of  the  mat¬ 
ter  is  Giiluied,  it  is  felt  over  the  whole  extended  do-* 
main.  No  jarring  firing  mars  their  rural  harmony, 
no  contention  reigns,  but  the  firife,  the  bleflfed  firife, 
of  mutual  affedtion  and  attachment. 

The  character  of  Ruth  opened  upon  us  with  Singu¬ 
lar  grace  and  beauty  :  it  unfolds  itfelf  with  equal  en¬ 
ergy  and  propriety.  She  difcovers  from  firfl  to  laff, 
a  ioul  fufceptible  of  tender  and  perfevering  attach¬ 
ment  ;  ready  to  yield  the  Sacrifice  of  eafe,  of  rank,  of 
estimation,  of  every  thing,  for  the  fake  of  enjoying 
the  teftimony  of  a  good  confcience,  and  the  focietv 
that  lire  loved.  She  discovers  a  fpirit  at  once  fweetlv 
timid  and  bafhful,  and  nobly  refolute  and  undaunted. 
She  infpires  love  by  her  gentlenefs,  meeknefs  and 
complacency  ;  fhe  commands  refpedt  by  her  nrmnefs, 
magnanimity  and  patience.  In  addreffing  her  moth¬ 
er-in-law,  fhe  is  all  amiable  warmth  and  earneflnefs ; 

in 
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in  replying  to  the  friendly  tenders  of  Boaz,  (he  is  all 
amiable  reierve  and  modeffy.  In  Ipeaking  to  Naomi 
her  heart  flows  to  her  lips,  her  words  glow,  her  Ipeech 
is  copious  and  redundant :  in  anfwering  a  man,  and  a 
itranger,  her  words  are  few,  (he  (peaks  by  looks  and 
geffures,  and  is  then  molt  eloquent  when  flic  fays 
nothing. 

I  behold  the  effect  which  youth,  and  fimplicity, 
and  humblenefs  of  mind,  and  diffrefs  have  made  up¬ 
on  a  generous  and  fenffble  heart.  The  artlefs  fim- 
plicity  of  the  Moabitifh  damfel  have  made  a  deeper 
impreffion  than  all  that  cunning  and  deiign  could 
have  invented  to  allure  affedtion,  and  impofe  on  the 
under  (landing.  Happily  the  progrefs  of  virtuous 
love  advances  without  the  confciouinefs  of  the  parties 
concerned  ;  it  is  at  firff  a  mere  intercourfe  of  civility, 
an  attention  to  trifles,  an  interchange  of  kind  words 
and  pleafant  looks.  It  grows  unperceived,  it  gathers 
ffrength  by  negledt,  it  has  arrived  at  maturity  before 
it  was  known  to  exift,  it  gave  no  warning  of  its  ap¬ 
proach,  and  thereby  became  irrefiftible.  And  has 
the  great  Author  of  nature  vouchfafed  in  his  word  to 
delineate,  in  more  than  one  inftance,  the  nature, 
progrefs,  and  effects  of  this  important  and  neceflary 
paffion,  and  Aral!  we  turn  away  from  it  with  affedted 
delicacy,  or  take  it  up  and  purfue  it  with  indecent 
mirth  ?  No,  if  we  adopt  and  imitate  the  candid,  guiie- 
leis  fimplicity,  and  the  modeft  reierve  of  lcripture,  we 
cannot  greatly  err. 

In  the  cafe  of  Boaz  and  Ruth,  it  was  enchantingly 
grateful  to  the  former,  as  highly  honourable  to  the 
latter,  that  the  decifion  of  the  underffanding  confirm¬ 
ed  the  judgment  of  the  eyes.  He  had  known,  admir¬ 
ed  and  approved  the  conduct,  before  he  had  feen  and 
admired  the  beauty  of  the  perfon,  and  the  gracefulnefs 
of  the  behaviour.  The  charms  of  wifdom,  virtue  and 
piety,  fuperadded  to  perfonal  accomplifhments,  what 
a  happy  combination  ;  what  a  foundation  of  felicity  ! 
(The  lattei  inueed,  will  and  muff  fade,  but.  their  ef¬ 
fect 
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fe£t  is  immortal ;  the  company  in  which  they  flour- 
ifhed  and  brought  forth  fruit,  bellows  on  them  a  per¬ 
manency  not  their  own.  How  wretched  is  that  fe¬ 
male  all  whofe  confequence  is  fled  with  her  bloom  ; 
who  depended  on  rank  or  fortune  to  command  re- 
fpeft ;  who  has  loft  the  admiration  and  applaufe  of 
others,  before  file  has  begun  to  acquire  the  dignity  of 
felf-approbation,  the  only  genuine  fource  of  public 
efteem. 

The  hiftory  before  us  ftrikingly  difplays  the  tranfi- 
tion  from  pity  to  love  on  the  one  hand,  from  gratitude 
to  love  on  the  other.  Compaflion  in  Boaz,  fenfe  of 
obligation  in  Ruth,  excite  the  fame  mutual  affedtion 
in  both.  It  becomes  his  pride  and  joy  to  raife  her  to 
that  diftinhtion  and  affluence  which  flie  fo  well  merit¬ 
ed  ;  it  is  her  pride  and  joy  to  repay  the  tendernefs  of 
her  benefactor  by  every  kind  office  of  compliance  and 
affection.  She  had  hitherto  pleafed  herfelf  with  the 
confcioufnefs  of  having  done  her  duty  ;  file  had  not 
hunted  after  praife ;  file  had  difcovered  no  anxiety, 
taken  no  pains  to  publifii  abroad  her  own  merits  ;  but 
honour  will  follow  virtue,  as  the  ffiadow  does  the 
fubftance,  and  the  flight  of  the  one  but  accelerates  the 
purfuit  of  the  other.  And  how  grateful  muft  it  have 
been  even  to  the  modeft  ear  of  Ruth  herfelf,  to  hear 
her  conduct  approved,  and  her  qualities  celebrated, 
by  the  wife  and  good  man  who  had  taken  her  under 
his  protection,  and  admitted  her  to  his  friendfliip. 
The  praife  which  goodnefs  confers  on  goodnefs,  the 
praife  which  a  man’s  own  heart  and  confcience  allow 
to  be  merited,  praife  bellowed  by  one  we  love  and 
efteem  is  a  feaft  indeed  ;  it  does  equal  honour,  it 
communicates  equal  delight  to  the  giver  and  the  re¬ 
ceiver  ;  it  is  an  anticipation  of  the  glorious  rewards 
of  the  faithful,  from  Him  whofe  favour  is  better  than 
life.  But  fave  me,  merciful  Heaven,  from  the  com¬ 
mendation  which  my  own  mind  rejects.  Save  me 
from  the  approbation,  the  ill-informed  approbation 
®f  iomorajit  erring  man,  while  I  have  juft  caufe  to 
*  tremble 
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tremble  under  the  apprehenfion  of  condemnation  and 
punifhment  from  a  holy  and  righteous  God. 

The  cordial  of  cordials  adminiflered  by  the  hand  of 
Boaz  to  this  truly  excellent  woman,  was  his  recom¬ 
mendation  of  her  to  the  care,  bleffing  and  protection 
of  the  Almighty.  It  was  much  to  be  permitted  to 
pick  up  a  l'canty  livelihood  among  ftrangers  ;  it  was 
much  to  meet  with  notice  and  encouragement  from  a 
mighty  man  of  wealth  in  a  foreign  land  ;  it  was  high¬ 
ly  ibothing  to  a  fpirit  broken  by  calamity  to  be  ap¬ 
proved  and  careffed  by  a  great  and  a  good  man  ;  but 
ail  this  was  nothing  compared  to  the  fmiles  of  approv¬ 
ing  Heaven,  in  fweet  accord  with  the  l'erenity  and 
compoiure  of  a  quiet  and  approving  confcience.  How 
cordially  could  fhe  pronounce  “  amen”  to  his  affec¬ 
tionate  and  pious  prayer,  66  The  Lord  recompenfe  thy 
work,  and  a  full  reward  be  given  thee  of  the  Lord 
God  of  Ifrael,  under  whofe  wings  thou  art  come  to 
truft.”* 

The  petition  contains  a  piece  of  fweet  imagery,  of 
which  interpreters  have  given  different  ideas.  cc  Un¬ 
der  whole  wings  thou  art  come  to  truft.”  The  ex- 
predion,  according  to  fome,  implies  an  approbation  of 
her  reioludon  in  renouncing  the  religion  of  her  coun¬ 
try  and  fathers,  in  forfaking  the  idol  worfhip  wherein 
fhe  had  been  educated,  and  in  deliberately  joining  her- 
felf  to  the  Israelites  and  worfhip  of  the  living  and  true 
God.  The  words,  it  is  alleged,  have  an  allufion  to 
the  Shechinah,  the  vifible  glory,  the  fymbol  of  the 
divine  prefence  which  refided  between,  or  under,  the 
wings  of  the  cherubim  which  were  extended  over 
the  mercy-feat.  This  is,  as  it  were,  the  point  in  which 
all  the  parts  of  the  difpenfation  concentered,  and  there¬ 
fore  is  employed  to  denote  in  brief,  all  that  related  to 
the  knowledge,  belief  and  fervice  of  Jehovah,  in  op- 
pofition  to  idolatry. 

Others  confnler  it  as  merely  a  tender  and  fignifi- 
cant  image,  borrowed  from  nature,  and  frequently 
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employed  in  other  paffages  of  fcripttire,  the  image  of 
the  tender  callow  brood  of  the  feathered  race  fleeing, 
in  tne  moment  of  danger,  for  protection,  under  the 
fhelter  of  the  parental  wing.  In  either  cafe,  it  marks 
the  providential  care,  and  the  facred  fecurity  extend¬ 
ed  to  all  who  feek  refuge  in  the  divine  wiidom  and 
mercy.  No  plague  fhall  come  nigh  the  place  where 
they  dwell,  no  evil  fhall  befal  them.  It  unfolds  the 
fipirit  of  a  truly  good  man,  difpoied  to  do  every  thing 
that  humanity  dictates,  and  ability  permits,  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  fbns  and  daughters  of  affliction  ;  but  deeply 
impreffed  with  the  belief  that  .without  the  bleffing  and 
favour  of  Heaven  the  interpofition  of  man  is  vain  and 
unprofitable.  He  refers  not  to  the  divine  bounty  as 
an  exemption  from  deeds  of  charity  and  mercy,  but 
to  render  his  benevolence  effectual,  and  to  crown, 
promote  and  profper  his  kind  intentions  ;  to  fill  up 
the  meafure  of  his  liberal  defign,  which,  after  all,  was 
narrowed  and  contracted  by  flendernefs  of  ability. 

The  effeCt  of  the  whole  upon  Ruth  is  the  fame 
which  a  fenfe  of  unmerited  friendfhip  from  man,  and 
the  expectation  of  bleffmgs  from  on  high,  will  ever 
produce  on  a  good  and  honeft  heart.  As  fhe  rifes  in 
fituation,  as  file  rifes  in  hope,  fhe  finks  in  humility. 
“  Then  fhe  faid.  Let  me  find  favour  in  thy  fight,  my 
lord  ;  for  that  thou  haft  comforted  me,  and  for  that 
thou  haft  fpoken  friendly  unto  thine  hand-maid,  though 
I  be  not  like  unto  one  of  thy  hand-maidens.”  # 

This  d  raws  from  the  benevolent  lord  of  the  harveft 
reiterated  affurances  of  regard  and  fympathy.  He 
again  runs  over  the  whole  ftore  of  the  field,  left  he 
fhould  have  omitted  any  particular  in  his  former  enu¬ 
meration  ;  again  intimates  a  cheerful  and  unaffeCted 
welcome  to  what  fhe  could  defire,  or  he  had  to  bellow* 
In  this,  if  I  miftake  not,  may  be  feen  the  farther 
prcgrefs  of  affe&ion.  Ruth  gains  upon  his  heart  by 
every  word  fhe  utters,  by  every  gefture  and  attitude  ; 
and  pleafes  moft,  from  having  formed,  from  purfuing 
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no  defign  to  pieafe'.  The  greater  her  diffidence  and 
feif- denial,  the  greater  is  his  earneftnefs  to  bring  her 
forward,  and  to  fupport  her.  She  was  by  the  former 
order  permitted  to  go  at  pleafure  and  ferve  herfelf 
with  whatever  was  in  the  field  for  the  general  ufe  ; 
now,  fhe  is  invited  to  join  the  company  where  Boaz 
himfelf  prefided  ;  fhe  is  fed  from  his  own  hand,  and 
her  portion  is  not  a  fcanty  one,  “  flic  did  eat  and  was 
fufficed  and  left.”  It  was  thus  that  Jofeph  expreffed 
the  partiality  of  his  affe&ion  for  Benjamin  his  own 
brother,  his  mefs  was  five  times  fo  much  as  any  of 
theirs  ;  and  thus  in  artlefs  guile,  the  growing  paffion 
of  Boaz  for  the  fair  Moabitefs  declared  itfelf ;  and 
thus,  not  in  high-flown  rhapfodies  of  unmeaning  jar¬ 
gon,  but  in  little  attentions,  in  petty  offices  of  kindnefs, 
the  genuine  effufions  of  unfophifticated  nature,  the 
generous  pallion  of  love,  always  will  declare  its  exift- 
ence  and  quality.  Happy,  thrice  happy  banquet,  far 
beyond  ali  the  luxury  and  pride  of  unwieldy,  uneafy, 
unbleffed  magnificence.  There  they  fit,  under  the 
open  canopy  of  heaven,  the  mafter,  the  fervants,  the 
ftranger,  in  one  group.  Their  fare  is  homely,  but 
labour  has  made  it  pleafant  to  fit  down,  and  hunger 
gives  to  the  food  a  relifh. 

But  what  a  fuperior  relifh  did  the  morfel  of  Boaz 
himfelf  poflefs  !  Think  what  a  banquet,  to  fee  his  nu¬ 
merous  family  around  him,  all  contented  and  happy  ; 
to  give  bread  to  fo  many,  and  to  receive  the  ample  re¬ 
turn  of  it  in  their  honefl  attachment,  and  in  the  fruits 
of  their  induftry.  What  a  luxury,  to  feed  a  hungry, 
to  raife  a  finking  ftranger  !  to  render  gentle  fervices 
to  a  deferving  objeft,  which  humanity  infpired,  the 
underftanding  confirmed,  the  heart  directed,  and 
Heaven  approved !  What  a  defert,  to  reflect  that  all 
thefe  comforts  flowed  from  a  heavenly  Bather’s  benef¬ 
icence,  that  thus  he  was  u  twice  blefled,”  blefled  in 
receiving,  blefled  in  giving. , 

The  felicity  of  Ruth  was  far  from  being  fo  pure 
and  perfed.  ♦  She- felt  the  depreflion  of  dependence 

and 
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and  obligation  ;  obligation  which  fhe  had  no  profpeCt 
of  ever  being  able  to  repay.  She  felt  for  the  anxiety, 
diftrefs  and  want  of  a  venerable  aged  woman,  for 
whom  nothing  was  provided  ;  who  was  fitting  folitary 
at  home  brooding  over  paft  calamities,  and  torment¬ 
ing  herfelf  with  apprehenfions  about  futurity.  She  can 
hardly  fwallow  her  own  morfel  for  grief  to  think  that 
one  more  helplefs,  more  feeble,  more  friencilefs  than 
herfelf,  wanted  the  common  neceffaries  of  life ;  that 
Naomi  was  perhaps  farting  till  fhe  returned,  and,  worfe 
than  farting,  tormented  with  folicitude  about  her 
fafety.  The  fweeteft  part  of  the  repaft  to  Ruth  was 
the  portion  fhe  had  relerved  from  her  own  neceflities 
for  the  fuftentation  of  her  ancient,  affectionate,  ftarv* 
mg  parent. 

Their  frugal  fimple  meal  being  ended,  they  rife  up, 
not  to  play,  but  to  work  again,  and  continue  their  la¬ 
bour  until  the  evening.  A  frefh  charge  is  given  to 
the  reapers  on  no  account  to  difturb,  or  infult  the 
lovely  gleaner,  and  the  young  men  are  directed  to 
find  no  fault  with  her,  gather  where  fhe  would,  even 
among  the  fheaves  before  they  were  bound  up  ;  and 
to  drop  here  and  there  a  handful,  as  if  by  accidents 
to  render  her  toil  more  pleafant  and  eafy,  without 
hurting  her  honeft  pride.  This  injunction  could  pro¬ 
ceed  only  from  a  delicate  and  ingenuous  mind.  To 
have  made  her  direCtly  a  prefent  of  the  ears  of  corn, 
had  been  an  indignity  offered  to  her  poverty  ;  to 
fcatter  them  without  any  apparent  dehgn,  was  effectu¬ 
ally  to  facilitate  her  labour,  and  diminilh  her  fatigue, 
without  rendering  the  burden  of  obligation  too  griev¬ 
ous  to  be  borne.  The  manner  of  conferring  a  bene¬ 
fit,  it  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  infinitely  outweighs 
the  matter.  The  comfort  of  human  life,  is  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  little,  minute  attentions,  which,  taken  fepa- 
rately,  are  nothing:,  but  connected  with  the  circum- 
fiances  of  time,  place  and  manner,  as  coming  from  the 
heart,  as  tokens  of  good-will,  poffefs  a  value  and  in- 
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fpire  a  pleafure  beyond  the  purchafe  of  gold  and 
rubies. 

Think  of  the  heart-felt  fatisfa&ion  of  the  amiable 
labourer,  when  at  the  going  down  of  the  fun,  on  lep- 
arating  the  ftraw  and  chaff’  from  the  good  grain,  and 
meafuring  the  produce  of  her  patience  and  induftry, 
fhe  found  it  amount  to  fo  conliderable  a  quantity  ! 
Would  you  make  a  poor  man  happy,  do  not  encour¬ 
age  him  to  beg.  Idlenefs  and  happinefs  are  incom¬ 
patible.  No,  render  his  toil  a  little  eafier  to  him, 
teach  him  to  draw  his  fubfiftence  and  comfort  from, 
and  to  build  his  dependence  upon  himfelf. 

And  now  Ruth’s  comfort  was  going  to  begin  ;  it 
was  hitherto  mixed  and  imperfeft — it  now  flows  pure 
and  unreftrained.  She  has  it  in  her  power  to  relieve 
indigence,  to  remove  anxiety,  to  difpel  forrow,  to 
make  the  widowed  heart  fing  for  joy.  See  with  what 
exultation  fhe  produces  her  (tore,  re-meafures  her 
corn,  details  the  adventures  of  the  day,  and  receives, 
in  communicating  joy.  This,  O  virtuous  friendfnip, 
is  thy  prefent  great  reward !  Such,  if  pride  and  per- 
verfenefs  prevented  not,  the  felicity  which  Providence 
has  gracioufly  placed  within  every  one’s  reach  !  Let 
me  have  fome  friendly  ear,  in  the  calmnefs  of  the 
evening  s  retreat,  to  liften  to  my  tale  ;  fome  fym pa¬ 
thetic  heart,  to  participate  in  my  forrows  and  my  joys, 
and  I  care  not  what  hardships  I  endure,  what  mortifi¬ 
cations  I  meet  with,  through  the  live-long  day.  Friend¬ 
ship  doubles  the  delights,  divides,  and  thereby  dimin¬ 
ishes,  the  cares  and  miferies  of  this  tranfitory  life. 

Think  of  the  compofed  felicity  of  the  ancient  mat¬ 
ron,  as  fire  furveyed  the  fruits  of  her  beloved  daugh¬ 
ter’s  dutiful  exertions,  and  heard  the  artlefs  Itory  of 
a  harveft  day’s  employment  and  recreation.  Yes,  fhe 
is  the  happier  of  the  two.  The  joys  of  age  are  calm, 
untumultuous,  untempeffuous  ;  thofe  of  youth  have 
always  a  mixture  of  ardour  and  impetuofity,  that  allays 
their-  purity,  and  haftens  on  their  diffolution.  We 
hncerely  bid  them  good  night,  and  leave  them  to  the 
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fweet  repofe  of  confcious  integrity,  of  acquiefcence  in 
the  will  and  thankfulnefs  for  the  bounty  of  gracious 
Heaven,  and  of  budding,  bloffoming  hope  of  greater 
blelfmgs^yet  to  come, 

— At  what  a  fmall  expenfe  may  a  great  man  ac¬ 
quire  rcfpedt,  efteem,  love  ?  How  infinitely  nature 
excels  art !  In  how  fimple  and  eafy  a  method  does 
Providence  bring  about  the  greateft  events  !  “  Godli- 
nefs  is”  every  way  “  great  gain  it  has  “  the  prom- 
ife  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to 
come,” 
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LECTURE  XIII. 

ruth  ii.  19 — 23.  and  iii.  1. 

And  her  mother-in-law  faid  unto  her ,  Where  hajl  thou 
gleaned  to-day  ?  And  where  wrought eji  thou?  Blejfed 
be  he  that  did  take  knowledge  of  thee .  And  Jhe  Jhewed 
her  mother-in-law  with  whom Jhe  had  wrought ,  and  faidy 
The  man’ s  name  with  whom  I  wrought  to-day  is  Boaz . 
And  Naomi  faid  unto  her  daughter-in-law ,  Blejfed  be  he 
of  the  Lord ,  who  hath  not  left  off  his  kindnefs  to  the  liv¬ 
ing  and  to  the  dead.  And  Naomi  faid  unto  her ,  The 
man  is  near  of  kin  unto  us ,  one  of  our  next  kinfmen.  And 
Ruth  the  Moabitefs  faid ,  tie  faid  unto  me  alfo ,  Thou 
ffalt  keep  fajt  by  my  young  men ,  until  they  have  ended  all 
my  harvejt .  And  Naomi  faid  unto  Ruth  her  daughter - 
in-law ,  It  is  goody  my  daughter ,  /to  thou  go  out  with  his 
maidens  y  that  they  meet  thee  not  in  any  other  field.  So 
Jhe  kept  fajt  by  the  maidens  of  Boaz  to  glean  unto  the 
end  of  barley -harvejt y  and  of  wheat-harveji  ;  and  dwelt 
with  her  mother-in-law.  Then  Naomi  her  mother-in- 
law  faid  unto  hery  My  daughter yfh  all  I  not  feek  reft  for 
thee y  that  it  may  be  well  with  thee? 

.N OTHING  is  more  abfurd  than  to  judge  of  ancient 
and  foreign  cuftoms,  by  the  faihion  of  our  own  coun¬ 
try  and  of  the  prefent  day.  Language,  manners,  and 
drefs  are  inceffantly  changing  their  form.  Were  our 
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'  anceftors  of  the  laft  century  to  arife  from  the  dead., 
and  to  appear  in  the  habit  of  their  own  times,  their 
great  grand-children  and  they  would  be  utter  ftrangers 
to  one  another.  Their  fpeech  would  be  mutually  unin¬ 
telligible,  their  modes  of  behaviour  uncouth,  their  ap¬ 
parel  ridiculous.  How  much  more,  after  the  lapfe  of 
manv  centuries  has  intervened,  and  the  fcene  fhifted 
to  a  diftant  land,  peopled  by  men  of  a  different  com¬ 
plexion,  governed  by  different  laws,  and  communicat¬ 
ing  thought  by'means  of  a  different  language. 

One  of  the  great  pleafures  arifing  from  the  fludy  of 
ancient  hiftory,  is  to  trace  thefe  differences,  to  contem¬ 
plate  the  endlefs  variety  of  the  human  mind,  ever 
changing,  ftill  the  fame  ;  to  compare  age  with  age,  na¬ 
tion  with  nation,  in  order  to  excite  admiration  of  the 
great  Creator’s  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  and  to  infpire 
love  towards  our  fellow-creatures*- 

In  examining  the  cuftoms  defcribed  in  the  context, 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  they  are  the  cuftoms  of 
men  who  lived  upwards  of  three  thoufand  years  ago, 
who  inhabited  a  different  quarter  of  the  globe,  whofe 
ideas,  employments  and  purfuits  had  no  manner  or 
refemblance  to  ours,  and  who  would  be  equally  afton- 
ifhed,  fhocked  and  offended,  were  modern  and  Euro¬ 
pean  manners  made  to  pafs  in  review  before  them. 
And  let  it  be  farther  remembered,  that  we  fpeak  of 
cujloms  and'  manners  only,  and  not  of  morals  ;  of  cir- 
cuinftances  which  from  their  own  nature  and  the  cur¬ 
rent  of  human  affairs  are  liable  to  alteration,  not  of 
things  in  themfelves  eternal  and  immutable. 

We  have  feen  by  what  eafy  and  natural  progrefs* 
the  providence  of  God  carried  on  its  purpofe  refpecf- 
ing  the  pofterity  of  Abraham  in  general,  and  the  roy¬ 
al1  line  of  the  houfe  of  David  in  particular,  and  re- 
fpecfing  a  much  higher  objeft,  to  winch  this  was  a 
mere  miniflring  fervant,  an  harbinger  ana  preparation, 
namely,  6C  the  manifeftation  of  God  in  tue  ileflr,  for 
the  redemption  of  a  loft  world.  We  have  feen  the 
commencement  of  the  temporal  rewards  of  virtue,  and 


\ 


the  dawning  of  everlafling  joy.  We  are  now  to  at¬ 
tend  the  progrefs  of  divine  beneficence,  of  providen¬ 
tial  interpofition,  to  crown  the  endeavours,  and  pro¬ 
mote  the  happinefs  of  the  faithful. 

Ruth  has  returned  to  her  mother-in-law,  laden 
with  the  fruits  of  honeft  induflry,  and  provided  with 
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ed  to  the  laws  and  ufages  of  their  country,  and  Heav¬ 
en  fmiled  on  their  honed,  unfullied  intentions. 

Had  I  the  happinefs,  with  a  mind  as  pure,  to  ad- 
dr  efs  ears  as  chafte,  imaginations  as  undefiled,  I  fhould 
without  hefitation  or  fear  enter  on  the  detail  of  the 
tranfatlion  as  it  ftands  on  the  record.  But  regard 
mull  be  had  to  the  prejudices  of  the  times,  to  the  pro¬ 
priety  and  decency  which  cuftom  has  eftablifhed,  re¬ 
marking  at  the  fame  time,  that  guilt  is  the  parent  of 
fhaine,  and  that  an  over-refined  delicacy  is  too  often 
the  proof  of  a  polluted  heart. 

The  marriage  of  Boaz  to  Ruth  is  the  only  infiance 
we  have  of  the  application  of  a  civil  and  political  ftat- 
ute  of  long  (landing  which  runs  in  thefe  terms, 
“  The  land  (hall  not  be  fold  forever  :  for  the  land  is 
mine  ;  for  ye  are  ftrangers  and  fojourners  with  me* 
And  in  all  the  land  of  your  poffeflion  ye  (hall  grant  a 
redemption  for  the  land.  If  thy  brother  be  waxen 
poor,  and  hath  fold  away  fome  of  his  poffeflion,  and 
if  any  of  his  kin  come  to  redeem  it,  then  (hall  he  re¬ 
deem  that  which  his  brother  fold.  And  if  the  man 
have  none  to  redeem  it,  and  himfelf  be  able  to  redeem 
it ;  then  let  him  count  the  years  of  the  fale  thereof, 
and  reftore  the  overplus  unto  the  man  to  wrhom  he 
fold  it ;  that  he  may  return  unto  his  poffeflion.  But 
if  he  be  not  able  to  reftore  it  to  him,  then  that  which 
is  fold  fhall  remain  in  the  hand  of  him  that  hath  bought 
it  until  the  year  of  jubilee :  and  in  the  jubilee  it  (hall 
go  out,  and  he  fhall  return  unto  his  poffeflion.”  #  And 
it  ftands  in  connexion  with  another  law  circumftan- 
tially  narrated.  “  If  brethren  dwell  together,  and 
one  of  them  die  and  have  no  child,  the  wife  of  the 
dead  fhall  not  marry  without  unto  a  ftranger  :  her 
hufoand’s  brother  (hall  go  in  unto  her,  and  take  her 
to  him  to  wife,  and  perform  the  duty  of  an  hufband’s 
brother  unto  her.  And  it  (hall  be,  that  the  firft-born 
which  (he  beareth  (hall  fucceed  in  the  name  of  his  bro¬ 
ther  which  is  dead,  that  his  name  be  not  put  out  of 
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Ifrael.  And  if  the  man  like  not  to  take  his  brother’s 
wife,  then  let  his  brother’s  wife  go  up  to  the  gate  unto 
the  elders,  and  fay,  My  hulband’s  brother  refufeth  to 
raife  up  unto  his  brother  a  name  in  Ifrael,  he  will  not 
perform  the  duty  of  my  hulband’s  brother.  Then 
the  elders  of  his  city  lhall  call  him,  and  fpeak  unto 
him :  and  if  he  ftand  to  it,  and  fay,  I  like  not  to  take 
her ;  then  lhall  his  brother’s  wife  come  unto  him  in 
the  prefence  of  the  elders,  and  loofe  his  Ihoe  from  off 
his  foot,  and  fpit  in  his  face,  and  lhall  anfwer  and  fay. 
So  lhall  it  be  done  unto  that  man  that  will  not  build  up 
his  brother’s  houfe.  And  his  name  lhall  be  called  in 
Ifrael,  The  houfe  of  him  that  hath  his  Ihoe  Ioofed.”* 
The  whole  fpirit  of  the  Mofaic  difpenfation  confiders 
the  great  Jehovah  as  the  temporal  fovereign  of  Ifrael, 
the  land  as  his,  the  l'upremacy  his.  Every  Ifraelite  re¬ 
ceived  his  inheritance  under  the  exprefs  ffipulation 
that  it  Ihould  not  be  alienated  from  him  and  from  his 
family  forever.  That  if,  preffed  by  neceffity,  he 
Ihould  fell  the  whole  or  any  part  of  it,  he  himfelf  or 
his  neareft  of  kindred  might  at  any  future  period  re¬ 
deem  it ;  that  at  the  word:,  in  the  year  of  jubilee,  it 
Ihould  revert  unpurchafed  to  the  ancient  proprietor  or 
his  reprefentative  ;  and  thereby  fucceffion  and  proper¬ 
ty  be  preferved  diftind  till  the  purpofes  of  Heaven 
Ihould  be  accomplifhed. 

To  give  the  law  farther  and  more  certain  effect,  it 
was  enacted,  that  if  theelder  branch  of  the  family  and 
the  heir  of  the  inheritance  Ihould  die  childlefs,  his 
next  elder  brother  or  neareft  male  relation  Ihould 
marry  the  widow  ;  and  that  the  iffue  of  fuch  marriaoe 
Ihould  be  deemed  to  belong  to  the  deceafed,  drould  af- 
fume  his  name,  and  fucceed  to  his  inheritance.  Here 
then  was  the  family  of  Elimelech  ready  to  be  extin- 
guifhed  :  he  and  his  two  fons  were  all  dead  without 
pofterity.  -Naomi  was  paft  child-bearing,  the  lands 
were  ready  to  pafs  into  the  hands  of  ftrangers,  for 
want  of  an  heir,  the  hope  of  fucceffion  exiftinc  alone 
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in  the  perfon  of  Ruth  the  Moabitefs,  the  widow  of 
Mahlon.  The  meafure  therefore  recommended  by 
Naomi,  and  adopted  by  Ruth,  was  neither  lefs  nor 
more  than  a  legal  call  on  Boaz,  as  the  fuppofed  neared 
kinfman  of  that  branch  of  the  family,  to  fulfil  the  duty 
of  that  relation :  Naomi  not  knowing,  or  having  for¬ 
gotten  that  there  was  a  kinfman  dill  nearer  than  him. 
Boaz,  apprized  of  this,  and  refpefting  the  laws  of  God 
and  his  country,  preferably  to  his  own  paffions  and 
predilection,  refers  the  whole  caufe  to  a  fair,  open,  ju¬ 
dicial  decifion. 

The  conduct  of  Boaz  throughout  is  exemplary  and 
worthy  of  commendation  :  it  befpeaks  at  once  a  wiie 
and  a  good  man.  We  have  expatiated  at  confiderable 
length  on  his  character  as  a  man  of  piety,  regularity 
and  humanity;  we  have  bedowed  on  him  the  jud  trib¬ 
ute  of  admiration  and  refped,  as  a  man  of  lenfibility, 
as  fufceptible  of  pity  for  the  miferable,  of  kindnefs  to 
the  dranger,  of  love  for  a  deierving  object.  His 
character  acquires  much  additional  refpe&ability 
fmm  this  lad  confederation,  connected  with  the 
delicacy  of  his  fituation  as  a  man  and  a  citizen. 
His  partiality  to  Ruth  was  clear  and  decided.  In  the 
confidence  of  virtue  Ihe  had  put  herfelf  entirely  in  his 
power  ;  and  what  ufe  did  he  make  of  this  advantage  ? 
Never  was  father  more  tender  of  the  reputation  and 
chadity  of  his  daughter.  Every  felfifh  confiaeration 
is  funk  in  feme  of  propriety,  in  refped  to  the  divine 
authority,  in  foliotude  about  the  honour  and  filtered 
of  the  won) an  whom  he  loved.  His  partiality  to  Rutn 
was  decided,  but  the  right  of  redemption  was  in  an¬ 
other.  and  he  nobly  diidains  to  avail  himfeif  of  wealth, 
of  p  ower,  of  prior  poflefiion,  to  the  prejudice  of  that 
right.  'What  is  the  vidory  of  the  warlike  hero  com¬ 
pared  to  this  triumph  of  a  man  over  himielf !  What 
are  trophies  darned  with  blood,  oppofed  to  tne  filent 
applauie  of  a  good  confidence,  and  tiae  approbation  of 
Almighty  God  !  I  fee  him  bringing  the  came  to  the 

determination  of  the  judges,  with  the  firnmeis  of  an 
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honed  man,  with  the  anxiety  of  one  in  love,  and  with 
the  refignation  of  one  who  feared  the  Lord,  and  com¬ 
mitted  all  to  the  conduct  of  infinite  wiidom.  Charac¬ 
ters  Ihine  by  contrail.  The  nearer  kinfman’s  verfatil- 
ity,  difingenuoufnefs,  and  infenfibility  to  fhame,  ferve 
^  foil  to  the  firmnels,  candour,  and  deiicacy  of 
Boaz.  When  the  former  hears  of  a  good  bargain, 
when  he  conliders  the  advantage  of  his  birth  as  the 
means  of  ftepping  into  a  vacant  inheritance  upon  eafy 
terms,  he  is  all  acquiefcence  and  eagernefs  ;  but  the 
moment  he  hears  of  the  condition  under  which  he  is 
to  purchafe,  of  the  affuinption  of  the  widow,  of  the 
relief  of  the  miferable,  of  tranfmitting  the  name  of 
Elimelech,  not  his  own,  to  pofterity,  together  with  his 
-lands,  he  inftantly  cools,  fubmits  to  the  infamy  of 
having  “  his  fhoe  pulled  off,”  of  being  publickly  fpit 
upon,  of  having  his  houfe  branded  with  a  note  of  dif- 
grace,  and  leaves  the  field  open  to  a  much  better  man 
-than  himfelh 

It  is  much  eafier  to  conceive  than  to  defcribe  the 
folicitude  of  the  parties,  while  the  caufe  was  yet  in 
dependence.  What  a  blow  to  the  heart  of  Boaz, 
when  he,  on  whom  the  law  bellowed  the  preference, 
declared  his  affent  to  the  propofal  ;  what  difappoint- 
ment  to  the  hopes  of  Naomi,  who  had  evidently  fet 
her  mind  on  this  match  what  a  damp  thrown  on  the 
wiffies  and  expectations  of  Ruth,  on  whofe  fufceptible 
heart  the  goodnefs  and  generofity  of  Boaz  mufl  have 
made  a  deep  impreffion !  What  relief  to  all,  to  hear 
him  folemnly  retradt  his  affent,  rcfign  his  right,  and 
fubmit  to  the  penalty.  Thofe  are  the  genuine  delights 
of  human  life  at  which  we  arrive  through  danger  and 
difficulty,  which  are  the  immediate  gift  of  Heaven, 
which  we  have  not  employed  improper  arts  to  acquire, 
and  which  we  can  therefore  enjoy  without  fhame  or 
remorfe.  The  felicity  which  we  are  in  too  great  hade 
-to  grafp,  which  we  purfue  independent  of  God  and  re¬ 
ligion,  which  by  crooked  paths  we  arrive  at,  proves 
at  bell  a  cloud  in  the  embrace,  often  a  ferpent  full  of 
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deadly  poifon  In  the  bofom.  The  very  delays  which 
Providence  interpofes,  the  facrifices  which  a  fenfe  of 
duty  offers  up,  the  mortifications  to  which  confcience 
fubmits,  enhance  the  value,  and  heighten  the  relilh  of 
our  lawful  comforts. 

Let  us  apply  this  obfervation  to  the  three  leading 
perfonages  in  this  interefting  tale.  Naomi  fits  down, 
and  thus  meditates  with  herfelf.  “  With  what  fair 
profpeCts  did  I  begin  the  world;  the  wife  of  a  prince,  a 
mother  in  Ifrael,  among  the  firft  in  rank,  in  wealth,  in 
expectation.  But  how  early  were  my  profpefts  cloud¬ 
ed  !  Driven  by  famine  from  the  land  of  promife,  reduc¬ 
ed  to  feek  Ihelter  and  fubfiftence  among  ffrangers,  but 
fupported  and  refrefhed  by  the  company  and  tender- 
nefs  of  the  hufband  of  my  tender  years,  and  the  pref¬ 
ence  and  improvement  of  my  children  :  finding  a  new 
home  in  the  land  of  Moab,  my  family  refpe&ed  in  a 
foreign  country,  reputably  allied,  comfortably  fettled. 
But  the  cup  of  profperity  again  dallied  from  my  hand; 
hufband  and  fons,  the  defire  of  my  eyes ,  taken  away  with 
ajlroke  ;  Canaan  and  Moab,  rendered  equally  a  place 
of  exile,  robbed  of  that  which  rendered  all  places  a 
home,  all  fituations  a  pleafure  ;  deferred  of  all  but 
Heaven,  and  a  good  young  woman,  once  the  partner 
of  my  joys,  now  my  filler  in  affliction  :  fleeing  back 
for  the  relief  of  my  anguilh  to  my  native  foil  and  city, 
and  mortified  at  finding  myfelf  there  more  a  ftranger 
than  among  aliens  ;  providentially  railed  into  notice 
and  confequence  again,  my  affectionate  daughter  no¬ 
bly  allied,  the  name  of  Elimelech  about  to  be  revived, 
and  his  houfe  built  up  !  What  a  ftrangely  chequered 
life  !  Naomi  and  Mara  in  perpetual  fucceflion!  But  ev¬ 
ery  thing  is  ordered  wifely  and  well  of  Him  who  fees 
all  things  at  one  view;  the  latter  ehd  is  better  than  the 
beginning;  behold  good  arifing  out  of  evil ;  the  defigns 
of  the  Moll  High  haftening  to  their  accomplilhment. 
All  is  of  the  Lord  of  Hoffs,  who  is  wonderful  in  counfel , 
and  excellent  in  working” 
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The  reflections  of  the  Moabitefs  may  be  fuppofed  to 
run  in  this  channel.  “  What  a  blelfing  for  me  that  l 
ever  became  united  to  an  Ifraelitilh  family,  whatever 
pangs  it  may  other  ways  have  colt  me  !  But  for  this  I 
lhould  have  been,  like  my  fathers,  a  worfhipper  of 
flocks  and  Hones,  the  work  of  men's  hands  ;  a  ltranger 
to  rational  piety,  to  inward  peace  !  Happy  lofs,  which 
procured  for  me  this  unfpeakably  great  gain  :  propi¬ 
tious  poverty,  which  fent,  which  drove  me  out,  in  quell 
of  treafures  ineftiinable ;  bleflfed  exile,  which  conduct¬ 
ed  me  to  a  habitation  under  the  wings  of  the  Almigh¬ 
ty  !  What  real  gain  is  true  godlinefs  !  It  has  more  than 
the  promife,  it  has  the  enjoyment  of  the  life  that 
now  is.  Myfterious  Providence,  that  directed  my 
doubtful,  trembling  lleps  to  glean  in  that  field,  that 
has  in  a  few  fhort  weeks  made  fuch  a  change  in  my 
condition,  that  has  raifed  me  from  the  loweft,  meaneft, 
moft  forlorn  of  dependants,  to  the  higheft  flate  of  af¬ 
fluence,  eafe  and  refpeClability  ;  and  tranfplanted  me 
from  the  vaft  howling  deferts  of  idolatry  and  ignorance, 
to  the  fair  and  fertile  regions  of  knowledge,  of  purity, 
of  hope  and  joy  !  To  comfort  and  maintain  a  mother 
like  Naomi,  to  find  fuch  a  friend  and  hufband  as  Bo- 
az  !  It  is  life  from  the  dead.  It  is  of  that  God  who 
has  taught  me  to  know,  and  to  choofe  him  as  my  God, 
and  who  will  never  fail  nor  forfake  them  who  put 
their  trull  in  him." 

Boaz  too  finds  his  fituation  greatly  improved,  re¬ 
joices  and  gives  God  thanks.  My  wealth  was  great, 
my  garners  full,  my  man  fervants  and  maidens  nu¬ 
merous,  dutiful  and  affe&ionate,  but  I  had  no  one  to 
Ihare  my  profperity  with  me,  I  was  folitary  in  the 
midlt  of  a  multitude :  like  Adam  in  Paradife,  inca¬ 
pable  of  enjoyment,  becaufe  deflitute  of  a  companion, 
an  help-meet  for  me  ;  but  God  hath  provided  for  me 
a  virtuous  woman,  whofe  price  is  above  rubies.  My 
houfe  has  now  received  its  brighteft  ornament,  my 
family  its  firmed:  fupport,  my  eltate  its  molt  prudent 
and  faithful  difpenfer.  I  have  done  my  duty.  I  have 
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refpedled  the  majefty  of  the  law.  I  have  followed 
where  Providence  led  the  way,  and  I  have  my  reward, 
in  the  peace  of  my  own  mind,  in  the  poffeflion  of  a 
wile  and  good  woman,  in  the  bleffing  of  that  God  who 
has  done  all  things  for  me,  and  who  does  all  things 
wifely  and  well/* 

Behold  a  match  formed  immediately  by  the  hand 
of  Providence,  through  -the  happy  concurrence  of  lit¬ 
tle  incidental  circumftances  ;  a  match  built,  not  on 
the  brittle  foundation  of  fordid  intereft,  but  on  the 
folid  bafis  of  mutual  affection,  of  generofity,  of  wif« 
dom,  of  religion  ;  a  match  pregnant  with  what  confe¬ 
rences  to  Bethlehem-Judah,  to  all  Ifrael,  to  the  hu* 
man  race  ! 

From  this  advantage  of  ground,  how  pleafant  it  is 
to  trace  the  fweetly  meandering  courfe  of  the  river  of 
prophecy  and  promife  united,  toward  the  vaft,  the  im- 
meafurable  ocean  of  accompliftiment.  Nov/  the  tribe 
of  Judah  is  riling  into  confequence,  now  the  royal 
fceptre  is  ready  to  be  put  into  his  hand,  never  to  de¬ 
part  thence  u  till  Shiloh  come,  of  the  increafe  of 
whofe  government  and  peace  there  fhall  be  no  end  : 
to  whom  the  gathering  of  the  people  fhall  be/’  Now 
the  ftar  of  Jacob  begins  to  appear.  Now  the  u  ten¬ 
der  plant5’  begins  to  rear  its  head,  and  the  <c  root  out 
of  the  dry  ground  to  fpring  up  ;  it  buds  and  blolfoms 
as  the  role,  and  its  fmeli  is  as  the  fmel!  of  Leba¬ 
non.” 

But  what  eye  can  difcover,  what  created  fpirit  take 
in  the  whole  extent  of  “  God’s  purpofeand  grace  giv¬ 
en  in  Chrifl  Jefus  before  the  world  began,  ’  and  ter¬ 
minating  in  the  final  and  everiafling  redemption  of  a 
loft  world,  through  faith  in  his  blood  ?  The  veil  of 
eternity  is  drawn  over  it;  Eye  hath  not  feen,  nor 
ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man, 
the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that 
love  him.”  *  “  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  fons  of  God, 

and  it  doth  net  yet  appear  what  we  fhall  be  :  but  we 

know 
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know  that,  when  he  fhall  appear,  we  fltall  be  like  him  ; 
for  we  fhall  lee  him  as  he  is.5** 

The  hiftory  of  Ruth,  will  be  brought  to  a  period 

next  Lord’s  day. 

You  fee,  men  and  brethren,  the  objeft  which  is 
ciofely  kept  in  view,  through  every  era  oi  time,  under 
ail  dilpeniations,  and  by  whatever  indruments.  The 
work  of  God  cannot  hand  hill,  his  purpoie  cannot  be 
defeated.  One  generation  of  men  goeth  and  another 
cometh,  but  every  iucceeding  generation  contributes 
to  the  furtherance  of  his  defign  ;  and,  whether  know¬ 
ingly  or  ignorantly,  voluntarily  or  reludlantly,  all  ful¬ 
fil  his  pteafure. 

None  are  forfaken  of  Providence,  but  fuch  as  are 
falfe  to  themfelves,  and  till  we  have  done  what  is  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  us,  we  have  neither  warrant  nor  en¬ 
couragement  to  look  up  and  wifh,  to  expefl:,  and 
pray. 

Nothing  is  difhonourable,  but  what  is  finful :  pov¬ 
erty  that  is  not  the  effect  of  idlenefs,  prodigality  or 
vice,  has  nothing  fhameful  in  it ;  the  gleaner  behind 
the  reapers  may  be  as  truly  dignified  as  the  lord  of 
the  harveh.  Let  lordly  wealth  ceafe  from  pride,  and 
virtuous  obfeurity  and  indigence  from  deje&ion  and 
defpair. 

Wade  not  time,  fpirits  and  thought  in  airy  {pecu¬ 
lation  about  jmaginary  fituations,  but  try  to  make  the 
molt  of  that  in  which  infinite  wifdom  has  feen  meet  to 
place  thee. 

Difdain  to  envy  any  one,  at  lead  until  thou  had 
thoroughly  examined  into  the  edate  of  him  whom  thou 
art  difpofed  to  envy. 

He  is  deditute  of  the  happied  preparation  for  the 
relifh  and  enjoyment  of  prosperity,  who  has  not  arriv¬ 
ed  at  it  through  the  path  of  adverfity.  To  receive 
with  thankfulnefs,  to  enjoy  with  moderation,  to  refign 
with  cheerfulnefs,  to  endure  with  patience,  is  the  high- 
eft  pitch  of  human  virtue. 


*  1  John  iii.  2, 
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Men  arc  often  fulfilling  a  plan  of  Providence,  with¬ 
out  intending,  or  even  being  confcious  of  it.  They 
are  acting  a  double  part  at  the  fame  inftant ;  the  one 
private  and  perlonal,  local  and  tranfitory,  the  other 
public,  comprehenfive  and  permanent :  they  may  be 
building  up  at  once  a  private  family,  and  the  church 
of  God,  carrying  on  and  maintaining  the  fucceffion  to 
an  inheritance,  to  a  throne,  and  miniftering  to  the  ex- 
tenfion  and  progrefs  of  a  kingdom  which  lhall  never 
be  moved  or  fhaken. 

In  the  kingdom  of  nature,  there  is  high  and  low, 
mountain  and  valley,  famenefs  with  diverlity  :  in  the 
kingdom  of  Providence,  there  is  difference  of  rank  and 
ftation,  of  talent  and  accomplifhment,  of  fortune  and 
iuccefs,  but  a  mutual  and  necefifary  connexion  and  de¬ 
pendence.  In  the  kingdom  of  grace,  there  is  diverfi- 
ty  of  gifts  and  offices,  but  the  fame  Spirit ;  and  fo  in 
the  kingdom  of  glory,  different  degrees  of  luftre,  as 
ftars  differ  one  from  another,  but  one  univerfal  glory, 
of  which  all  the  redeemed  are  together  partakers,  ail 
being  kings  and  priefts  unto  God.  Throughout  the 
whole,  there  is  a  gradation  which  at  once  pleafes  and 
confounds,  that  depreffes  and  exalts,  that  infpires  con¬ 
tentment  and  teaches  to  afpire,  that  now  attracts  to 
the  pure  fountain  of  uncreated  light,  and  now  repels 
the  bold  inquirer  to  his  native  darknefs  and  diftance 
again. 

Is  it  pieafant  to  furvey  from  the  exceeding  high 
mountain,  where  the  chriftian  tabernacle  is  pitched, 
the  courfe  of  that  river  whofe  ftreams  make  glad  -the 
city  of  our  God  ?  What  will  it  be,  from  the  fummit  of 
yonder  eternal  hills,  to  contemplate  the  whole  extent 
of  Emanuel's  land,,  watered  with  the  pure  river  of 
water  of  life;”  to  mingle  with  the  nations  of  them 
that  are  faved,  as  they  expatiate  through  the  blifsful 
groves,  planted  with  the  tree  of  life  :  to  converfe  with 
the  diftinguiflied  perfonages  who  ffiine  on  this  hallow¬ 
ed  page,  and  (hall  then  dime  in  immortal  luftre  ;  to 
reap  with  Boaz  a  richer  harveft  than  ever  waved  on 

the 
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the  plains  of  Bethlehem- Judah  ;  to  aflift  Naomi  in  raif- 
ing  her  triumphant  fong  of  praife  ;  and  to  rejoice  with 
Ruth,  and  with  one  another,  in  our  joint  reception  in¬ 
to  God’s  everlafting  kingdom,  in  our  common  ad'mif- 
fion  into  “  the  general  afiembly  and  church  of  the  firft- 
born.”  Glorious  things  are  lpoken  of  thee,  O  city 
of  our  God.  We  have  heard  of  them  with  the  hear¬ 
ing  of  the  ear,  may  our  eyes  be  blelfed  with  the  fight 
of  them.  May  “  the  Lamb  who  is  in  the  midft  of  the 
throne  lead  us  to  living  fountains  of  waters,  and  God 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  our  eyes.”  “Amen.  Even 
£0,  come.  Lord  Jefus.” 


e 
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LECTURE  XIV. 


RUTH  iv.  I  3-— 17. 


So  Boaz  took  Ruth ,  and  fbe  was  his  wife :  and  when  he 
went  in  unto  her ,  the  Lord  gave  her  conception ,  and 
Joe  bare  a  fon.  And  the  women  faid  unto  Naomi , 
Bleffed  be  the  Lord ,  which  hath  not  left  thee  this  day 
without  a  kinfman ,  that  his  name  may  be  famous  in  If 
raeL  And  he  Jhall  be  unto  thee  a  rejtorer  oj  thy  life , 
and  a  nourifner  of  thine  old  age .  For  thy  daughter dn- 
law ,  which  loveth  thee ,  which  is  better  to  thee  than 
[even  fons ,  hath  borne  him .  X.W  Naomi  took  the  child , 
laid  it  in  her  bofom ,  became  nurfe  unto  it . 

,/fe/  the  women  her  neighbours  gave  it  a  name,  faying. 
There  is  a  fon  born  to  Naomi ,  and  they  called  his  name 
Obed .  EL  w  fife  father  of  JeJfe ,  the  father  of  David . 


rn 

1  HERE  is  an  obvious  refemblance  between  the  gen¬ 
eral  plan  of  the  divine  providence,  and  the  feparate 
and  detached  parts  of  it.  The  life  of  almoft  every 
good  man  exhibits  virtue  for  a  feafon  ftruggling  with 
difficulty,  overwhelmed  with  diftrefs,  but  emerging* 
rifing,  triumphing  at  length.  Through  much  tribu¬ 
lation  the  chriftian  mull  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 


God,  and  on  his  way  be  often  in  heavinefs  through 
manifold  temptations.  It  is  the  wife  ordinance  of  in¬ 
finite  goodness.  Oppofition  roufes,  calls  forth  the 

latent  powers  of  the  l'oul ;  i'uccefs  is  heightened  y 
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the  danger  to  which  we  were  expofed,  by  the  trouble 
which  it  coft  us,  by  the  pains  we  took ;  antecedent 
labour  fweetens  reft.  Hence,  the  paflages  of  our  own 
lives  which  we  mo  ft  fondly  recoiled  and  relate,  and 
thofe  in  the  lives  of  others  which  moft  deeply  engage 
and  intereft  us,  are  the  fcenes  of  depreffion,  mortifica¬ 
tion  and  pain  through  which  we  have  paffed.  The 
perils  of  a  battle,  the  horrors  of  a  fhipwreck,  fo  dread¬ 
ful  at  the  moment,  become  the  fource  of  lading  joy, 
when  the  tempeft  has  ceafed  to  roar,  and  the  confufed 
noife  of  the  warrior  is  hulhed  into  filence. 

Fidion,  in  order  to  pleafe,  is,  accordingly,  forced 
to  borrow  the  garb  of  truth.  The  hero’s  fufferings, 
the  lover’s  folicitude  and  uncertainty,  the  parent’s  an- 
,guifh,  the  patriot’s  conflid,  are  the  fubjed  of  the  dra¬ 
ma.  When  the  (hip  has  reached  her  defired  haven, 
when  the  cloud  difperfes,  when  the  conteft  is  decided, 
the  curtain  muft  drop.  Periods  of  profperity  cannot 
be  the  theme  of  hi  ft  or  y~  1 

The  vaft,  general  fyftern,  in  like  manner,  exhibits 
the  whole  creation  groaning  and  travailing  in  pain 
together intereft  claftiing  with  intereft,  fpirit  rifing 
up  againft  fpirit,  one  purpofe  defeating  another,  uni- 
verfal  nature  apparently  on  the  verge  of  confufion  ; 
chaos  and  ancient  night  threatening  to  refume  their 
empire  :  but  without  knowledge,  defign  or  co-opera¬ 
tion,  nay,  in  defiance  of  concert  and  co-operation,  the 
whole  is  making  a  regular,  fteady  progrefs  ;  the  mud¬ 
dy  ftream  is  working  itfelf  pure  ;  the  difcordant  mate 
is  bound  as  in  chains  of  adamant,  the  wrath  of  man  is 
praifing  God  ;  every  fucceeding  era  and  event  is  ex¬ 
plaining  and  confirming  that  which  preceded  it  ;  all' 
is  tending  towards  one  grand  confurnmation  which 
fhall  collect,  adjuft,  unite  and  crown  the  fcattered 
parts,  and  demon  ft  rate,.  to  the  conviction  of  every  in¬ 
telligent  being,  that  all  was,  is,  and  fhall  be  very  good. 

finite  capacity  can  contemplate  and  comprehend 
but  a  few  fragments  at  moft :  and  fcripture  has  fur- 
niftied  us  with  a  moft  delicious  one,  in  the  little  hif- 

tory,. 
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tory,  of  which  I  have  now  read  the  conclufion.  The 
itory  ot  Ruth  has  been  confidered,  by  every  reader  of 
tafte,  as  a  perfect  model  in  that  fpecies  of  compofition. 
It  will  (land  the  ted  of  the  mod  rigid  criticiim,  or 
rather,  is  calculated  to  give  indruddion  and  law  to  crit- 
iciinl.  With  your  patience  I  will  attempt  a  brief  an¬ 
al  yfis  of  it. 

i  d.  The  fuhjet 7  is  great  and  important  beyond  all 
that  heathen  antiquity  prefents  :  the  foundation  and 
edablidiment  of  the  regal  dignity  in  the  houfe  of  Da¬ 
vid,  the  type  and  ancedor  of  the  Meffiah.  An  event 
in  which  not  one  age,  one  nation,  one  intered  is  con¬ 
cerned,  but  the  whole  extent  of  time,  the  whole  hu¬ 
man  race,  the  temporal,  the  fpiritual,  the  everlading 
intereds  of  mankind.  What  is  the  demolition  of 
Troy,  or  the  fettlement  of  JEneas  in  Latium,  compar¬ 
ed  to  this  ?  Paradife  Loft  itfelf  mud  give  place  to  this 
glorious  opening  of  Paradife  Regained . 

2d.  Theory  is  perfedd  and  complete  in  itfelf ;  or, 
as  the  critic  w7ould  fay,  has  a  beginning,  a  middle, 
and  an  end.  Elimelech  is  driven  by  famine  into  ban- 
ifhment,  dies  in  the  land  of  Moab,  and  leaves  his  fam¬ 
ily  in  didrefs.  Here  the  addion  commences.  Naomi 
and  Ruth,  united  by  propinquity,  by  affection  and  by 
didrefs,  are  induced  to  return  to  Bethlehem- Judah,  - 
in  hope  of  effecting  a  redemption  of  the  edate  which 
had  belonged  to  the  family,  but  under  the  preffure  of 
neceffity  had  been  alienated.  Their  reception,  de¬ 
portment,  and  progrefs,  form  the  great  body  of  the 
piece.  The  marriage  of  Boaz  and  Ruth,  and  the 
birth  of  Obed  is  the  conclufion  of  it. 

3d.  The  conduct  of  the  plot  is  fnnple,  natural  and  eafy. 
No  extraneous  matter,  perfonage,  or  event  is  introduc¬ 
ed,  from  fird  to  lad  :  the  incidents  follow,  and  arife 
out  of  one  another,  without  force,  without  effort. 
No  extraordinary  agency  appears,  becaufe  none  is  re¬ 
quisite  ;  the  ordinary  powers  of  nature,  and  the  ordi¬ 
nary  courfe  of  things,  are  adequate  to  the  effedt  in¬ 
tended  to  be  produced.  There  is  no  violent  or  fud- 


Lect.  XIV. 


Hiftory  of  Ruth .  177 

den  tranfition,  but  a  calm,  rational,  progreflive  change 
from  deep  forrow  to  moderated  affli&ion,  to  compof- 
ed  refignation,  to  budding  hope,  to  dawning  profperi- 
ty,  to  folicitous  profecution,  to  partial  fuccefs,  to  final 

and  full  attainment. 

,  \ 

The  difcovery  of  Ruth,  of  her  charader,  of  her  vir¬ 
tues,  of  her  relation  to  Boaz,  is  in  the  fame  happy  (tyle 
of  natural  fimplicity  and  eal'e.  On  her  part  we  lee  no 
indecent  eagernefs  to  bring  herfelf  forward,  no  clamo¬ 
rous  publication  of  her  diltrelfes  or  pretenfions,  no  al¬ 
leged  difguife  or  concealment  to  attrad  obfervation  or 
provoke  inquiry  :  on  his,  there  is  no  vehemence  of 
exclamation,  no  haftinefs  of  refolution  ;  but  in  both, 
the  calmnefs  of  good  minds,  the  fatisfadion  which 
confcious  virtue  enjoys,  in  the  unexpeded  difcovery 
of  mutual  attradions  and  kindred  worth.  The  fitua- 
tions  are  interefting,  affeding,  governed  by  the  laws 
of  nature  and  probability,  and  confonant  to  every  day’s 
experience. 

4th.  The  fentiments  are  juft,  arifing  out  of  the  fixa¬ 
tions,  adapted  to  the  charaders,  guarded  equally  from 
apathy  and  violence.  The  pathetic  expoftulation  of 
Ruth  with  her  mother-in-law,  when  Ihe  propofed  a 
reparation,  is,  in  particular,  a  mafter-piece  of  native 
eloquence :  at  hearing  it,  the  heart  is  melted  into 
tendernefs,  the  tear  of  fympathy  rulhes  to  the  eye,  na¬ 
ture  feels  and  acknowledges  the  triumph  of  virtue, 
fthe  fentiment  of  impaftioned  forrow  glows  with  equal 
vehemence  on  the  lips  of  Naomi,  and  excite  in  the 
bofom  of  fenfibility,  pity  mingled  with  refped.  In 
Boaz  we  praife  and  admire  unoftentatious  generofity, 
dignified  condefcenfion,  honeft,  undifguifed  affec¬ 
tion,  a  fenfe  of  impartial,  inflexible,  undeviating  juf- 
rice.. 

5th.  The  characters  are  nicely  difcriminated,  bold¬ 
ly  defigned,  and  uniformly  fupported.  The  grief  of 
Naomi  is  verbofe,  impetuous  and  penetrating  ;  that 
of  Ruth  calm,  filent,  melting,  modeft.  The  plans  of 

the  mother  are  fagacious,  comprehenfive  ;  the  refult 
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of  refle&ion,  of  experience  ;  they  indicate  Ikill,  abili¬ 
ty,  refolution,  perfeverance.  Thofe  of  the  daughter 
are  artlefs,  innocent ;  the  fuggeftion  of  the  moment, 
the  eftufion  of  the  heart  \  indicate  candour,  fincerity, 
confcious,  unblufhing,  unfufpefting  rectitude. 

In  Boaz  the  ftruggle  between  inclination,  propriety, 
prudence  and  juflice  is  happily  defigned,  and  forcibly 
executed :  it  is  a  painting  from  nature,  and  therefore 
cannot  fail  to  pleafe.  His  opennefs  and  fair  dealing 
alfo,  as  was  obferved  in  a  former  Lefture,  are  finely 
contrafted  with  the  felfifhnefs,  infincerity  and  unftead- 
inefs  of  the  nearer  kinfman. 

The  character  of  the  fervant  who  was  over  the  reap¬ 
ers,  though  we  have  but  a  flight  fketch  of  it,  difcovers 
the  hand  of  a  matter,4  the  hand  of  truth  and  nature. 
We  fee  in  it,  the  beautiful  and  interefting  portrait  of 
unabafhed,  unaffuming  inferiority,  of  authority  undif- 
figured  by  infolence  or  feverity,  the  happy  medium 
between  power  and  dependence,  the  link  in  the  fcale 
of  fociety  which  connects  the  wealthy  lord  with  the 
honeft  labourer,  the  friend  and  companion  of  both. 

The  reft  of  the  characters  are  claffed  in  groups,  but 
difcover  a  charaCteriftic  and  decided  diftincftion.  We 
have  the  inquifitivenefs,  curiofity,  hard-heartednefs 
and  indifference  of  an  idle  provincial  town  ;  the  good¬ 
nature,  hofpitality,  candour  and  cheerfulnefs  of  the 
country. 

The  compliments  of  congratulation  prefented  to 
Boaz,  on  his  marraige,  and  thofe  addreffed  to  Naomi 
on  the  birth  of  her  grandfon,  clearly  evince  the  dif¬ 
ferent  train  of  thought  and  feeling  which  dictated 
them,  and  mark  beyond  the  poflibility  of  miftake  the 
fex  and  fentiment  of  the  addreffors.  In  a  word,  the 
ideas  expreffed  by  the  feveral  characters  in  this  facred 
drama,  are  fo  peculiarly  their  own,  that  no  reader  of 
ordinary  difcernment  needs  to  be  told,  who  it  is  that 
fpeaks :  the  fentiments  cannot  pofiibly  be  transferred 
from  one  to  another. 

6th.  The 
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6th.  The  manners  are  delineated  with  the  fame  fe 
hcity  of  pencil.  We  have  a  faithful  reprefentation  of 
thole  that  are  permanent  and  founded  in  nature  :  and 
ot  thofe  which  are  local  and  temporary.  When  I  oh 
ferve  thefe  Bethlehemites  flocking  round  the  old  worn" 
an  and  her  outlandilh  daughter,  plying  them  and  one 
another  with  queftions,  circulating  the  leer  and  the 
whifper,  I  could  fuppofe  myfelfin  one  of  the  gofliping 
ullages  which  furround  this  metropolis,  whofe  in- 
haonants  feed  on  rumour,  exercife  no  principle  but 
cunofity  employ  no  member  but  the  tongue,  or  the 
feet,  in  hunting  after  materials  for  that  employment, 
n  t  e  innocent  feftivity,  the  uncomplaining  toil  the 
contented  fimplicity,  the  unaffefted  benevolence’  the 
unprofeffing  piety  of  that  field  of  reapers,  I  have  min- 
g  ed  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand  times.  It  was  the 

ing'L'rofpea  of^ge  “  “  U"painf“1’  lhe  undePre»'- 

oul  IhLcv  7**  ””  feme  Lck 

r  delicacy,  and  fome  provoke  our  mirth  Such 
are  the  modes  of  courtlhip  here  defcribed,  the  tranf 
fer  of  property,  tne  forms  of  judicial  procedure  the 

and^he  Ilf  iaThdfdrf  “d  commumcation ; 

d  the  like.  .  1  hefe,  having  no  intrinfic  moral  excel 

«nfur°r  '  TP'‘“de’  T  ',b|'Cl  of  nd,h«  praife  nor 

cure  Jr  'hne,r  or,gin’  or  expla*n  their  „a. 
jt  _  d  d?fiSn’  may  be  an  innocent  amufement  but 
t  were  unjuft  to  explode  them  as  abfurd,  or  to  run 

erenthenTf  aS, ndlcuIous-  The  antiquarian  will  re¬ 
bate  hem  af  ^  ^  ^  PhilofoP^r  will  invefti- 
ff  li  t  as  °Penmg  a  new  path  to  the  knowledge 

lm  gent^h  **!'  Phihntb^  will  deal  with 

as  pre^I^T  £ 

in  all  the  ways  £  tr£^ 
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In  the  permanent  manners  of  mankind  we  fee  the 
eternal  famenefs  of  the  human  mind,  which  no  change 
of  climate,  times,  government,  education  can  alter  ; 
a  famenefs  as  dii'cernible  and  as  fixed  as  tne  numDer 
of  eyes,  arms  and  fingers  peculiar  to  the  Ipecies.  In 
thofe  which  are  local  and  tranfient,  we  behold  the  in¬ 
finite  and  endlefs  variety  of  the  human  powers,  which 
no  {lability  and  uniformity  of  law,  inftruiftion,  difci- 
pline,  intereft,  example,  can  arreft  and  fix ;  a  variety 
as  difcernible,  as  unfteady,  as  unaccountable,  as  the 
different  fhades  of  complexion,  the  conformation  of 
feature,  the  meafurements  of  ftature,  the  fluctuations 
of  thought.  Every  thing  fatisfies,  every  thing  con¬ 
founds.  .  „  ... 

Once  more,  the  language  of  this  charming  little 

epic  hiftory  is  plain  and  perfpicuous,  elegant  yet  una¬ 
dorned,  nervous  yet  chafte.  Ample  yet  not  mean  or  vu  - 
gar.  It  confifts  of  narration  and  dialogue,  the  former 
poffeffmg  the  moft  exquifite  degree  of  grace  and  eafe, 
the  latter  of  vivacity  and  force.  ft  here  is  no  obicuri- 
ty  of  idea,  no  redundancy  of  expreflion,  no  appearance 
of  labour,  no  artful  polilh,  no  tinfel  of  .words  no 
difruftinP  tedioufnefs,  no  affefted  concifenefs.  Like 
the3  general  code  of  fcripture,  it  is  capable  of  neither 
increafe  nor  diminution,  without  fuftainmg  an  in- 


jUrBut  the  leaf!  merit  of  the  piece  is  its  excellency  as 
a  compofltion.  It  forms  a  moft  material  member  of 
the  great  building  of  God,  an  important  link  in  the 
chain  of  Providence,  an  interefting  and  mftrucuve 
chapter  in  the  hiftory  of  redemption.  1  he  union  of 
Roaz  and  Ruth  can  never  lofe  its  influence,  never 
fpend  its  force.  When  nature  expires, .and  alUhe  e 
things  are  diffolved,  "the  offspring  of  that  pair  lhali 
fhine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  Armament,  and  as  the 
ftars  forever  and  ever.”  From  that  root  beho  d  a 
branch  has  arifen,  to  which  “the  nations  of  them 
are  faved”  continually  refort,  under  whofe  fliadow 
they  repofe,  whofe  fruit  is  the  fource  and  fupportot  a 
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divine  life,  whofe  “  leaves  are  for  the  healing  of  the 
nations.”  Let  the  Jew  read  this  facred  page,  and  glo¬ 
ry  in  his  anceftry  ;  let  the  fcholar  read  it,  and  improve 
his  tafte,  and  extend  his  knowledge ;  let  the  ruftic 
read  it,  and  prize  his  humble  purfuits  and  innocent 
delights ;  let  the  fons  of  poverty  and  the  daughters  of 
affliction  read  it,  and  ceafe  from  defpair,  let  them 
learn  to  “  trull  in  the  Lord,  and  to  do  good  ;”  let  the 
chriftian  read  it,  and  “  hold  fall  the  beginning  of  his 
confidence/’  and  cc  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of 
God.”  1  ' 

The  lafl  obvious  remark  on  the  hiftory,  ferry  I  am 
to  fay  it,  is  not  highly  honourable  to  human  natyre. 
While  Naomi  was  poor,  and  friendlefs,  and  forlorn, 
fhe  met  with  little  fympathy,  with  little  countenance  ; 
ffle  was  permitted  to  depend  for  fubfillence  on  the  mif- 
erable,  unprodu&ive  indultry  of  a  woman  weak  and 
wretched  as  herfelf ;  but  no  fooner  is  fhe  connected 
with  “  a  mighty  man  of  wealth,”  become  a  mother 
to  Boaz,  than  the  whole  city  is  feeking  to  her  ;  her 
own  fex,  in  particular,  we  fee  entering  into  all  her 
feelings,  flattering  all  her  natural  propensities,  accom¬ 
modating  themfelves  to  her  little  wilhes  and  defires, 
and  trying  to  compenfate  their  former  coldnefs  and 
negled:  by  every  art  of  attention,  offici‘oufnefs  and 
zeal.  Safe  fpirit !  bafe  world  !  Behold  kindnefs  prefix¬ 
ed  tipon  a  man,  juft  in  proportion  as  he  has  no  need 
of  it  ;  behold  him  oppreffed  with  new  friends,  becaufe 
he  has  already  got  too  many,  careffed  by  thofe  who 
lately  knew  him  not,  praifed  and  flattered  to  his  face, 
by  the  very  tongues  which  maligned  and  cenfured 
him  in  his  abfence.  But  that  man  is  left  to  continue 
poor,  becaufe  he  is  poor.  He  finds  no  fupport  be¬ 
caufe  he  wants  it,  he  (lands  unbefriended  becaufe  he 
has  no  friend.  Shame  on  the  fawning  fycophants 
that  only  flutter  about  in  fair  weather,  that  only  fre¬ 
quent  the  manfions  of  the  rich  and  great,  that  turn 
with  the  tide,  that  candefpife  ragged  poverty,  and  offer 
incenfe  to  ermined  villainy. 


Let 
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Let  us  turn  with  contempt  from  the  fight,  and  take 
a  laft  parting  look  of  one  of  the  worthieft,  bed,  hap- 
pieft  of  human  beings — Naomi  nurfing  and  cherifhing 
her  little  grandfon  in  her  bofom.  If  there  be  blifs  on 
earth,  fhe  now  enjoyed  it.  Her  honed  fcheme  had 
fucceeded,  the  name  of  her  beloved  hufband  was  re¬ 
vived,  and  his  houfe  begun  to  be  built  up  ;  her  ami¬ 
able  and  beloved  daughter  was  nobly  rewarded  for 
her  tendernefs  and  attachment ;  the  inheritance  of 
Elimelech  is  redeemed,  and  reverted  to  its  proper 
channel ;  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  Providence  are 
fully  judified,  and  a  profpedl  of  felicity  and  honour  is 
opened  which  knew  no  bounds.  The  miferies  of  a 
whole  life  are  done  away  in  one  hour,  converted  in¬ 
to  blefiings,  bleffings  heightened  and  improved  by  the 
memory  of  pad  woes  ;  the  name  of  Mara  is  forever 
obliterated,  and  the  original,  the  fuitable,  the  pro¬ 
phetic  name  of  Naomi  redored  and  confirmed.  The 
fenfibilities  of  a  Grand-mother  are  peculiarly  pure  and 
delicate  refpefting  infant  offspring.  All  good  women 
are  fond  of  children,  to  whomfoever  they  belong, 
how  much  more  of  their  own,  whom  they  bare  with 
forrow,  and  have  brought  up  with  folicitude :  but 
cc  that  I  fhould  live  to  fee  my  child’s  child,  my  being 
multiplied ;  *  dropping  into  the  grave,  yet  reviving 
in  that  infant.  I  feel  myfelf  immortal ;  this  babe  will 
live  to  put  his  hand  upon  my  eyes,  and  then  I  rhall 
not  feel  the  oppreffion  of  death  ;  if  he  furvive  I  can¬ 
not  all  die.”  “  Lord ,  now  lettejl  thou  thy  fervant  de¬ 
part  in  peace^for  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falvation 

The  Spirit  of  God  has  drawn  a  veil  over  the  feelings 
of  the  mother  herfelf,  and  the  expreffion  of  them, 
and  left  it  to  imagination  to  figure  the  felicity  of  Ruth 
the  widow  of  Mahlon,  the  daughter  of  Naomi,  the 
wdfe  of  Boaz,  the  mother  of  Obed,  in  furveying  the 
changes  of  her  life,  in  comparing  what  fhe  was  with 
what  fhe  is. 

—•And  thus  have  we  finifhed  what  was  intended,  in 
difcourfinff  on  the  book  of  Ruth.  We  have  confid- 

ered 
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ered  it,  as  a  beautiful,  becaufe  natural  reprefentation 
of  human  life;  as  a  curious  and  interefting  detail  of 
important  fa&s ;  and  as  an  eflential,  conftituent  part 
of  the  plan  of  redemption.  It  happily  connects  the 
hiftory  of  the  Ifraelitifh  judges  with  that  of  their 
kings,  and  is  obvioufly  blended  with  both  1  and  while 
it  demonftrates  the  care  of  Providence,  in  fulfilling  the 
promifes  made  to  Abraham,  the  friend  of  God,  in 
prolonging  his  race,  in  multiplying  his  feed,  in  mak¬ 
ing  kings  to  arife  out  of  him,  it  unfolds  the  more  en¬ 
larged  and  coinprehenfive  purpofe  of  the  Eternal 
Mind ;  it  points  direftly  forward  to  that  “  feed  in 
whom  all  the  families  of  the  earth  (hall  be  bleffed 
it  fhews  the  fubferviency  of  all  that  preceded,  to  the 
evangelical  difpenfation ;  it  breathes  good  will  to 
men.  The  reception  of  Ruth,  a  Gentile,  within  the 
pale  of  the  church  of  the  living  God  ;  her  advance¬ 
ment  to  honour,  her  participation  of  the  privileges  of 
a  mother  in  Ifrael,  are  a  happy  prefiguration  of  the 
admiflion  of  the  whole  Gentile  world  within  the  bond 
of  God’s  covenant.  We  fee  the  work  of  God  ftill 
going  forward  and  profpering  ;  the  work  of  mercy 
enlarging,  extending  its  fphere  ;  all  bending  forward 
to  that  grand  confummation,  when  u  Ifrael  too  {hall 
be  faved,”  and  the  ancient  people  of  God  brought 
into  a  communication  of  the  bleffings  of  the  gofpel, 
together  with  “  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentile  nations 
when  there  {hall  be  cc  one  fhepherd  and  one  fheep- 
fold  when  Jew  and  Gentile  {hall  arife  together 
from  the  dead,  becaufe  “  Chrift  doth  give  them 

The  birth  of  Obed,  the  father  of  Jeflfe,  the  father 
of  David,  brings  the  hiftory  of  the  world  down  to  the 
year  2697,  from  the  creation,  and  before  Chrift 
and  conducts  us  to  the  eve  of  the  eftabliftiment  of 
kingly  power  in  Ifrael. 

How  many  generations  of  men  have  paffed  in  re¬ 
view  before  us,  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  few  years  even¬ 
ing  exercifes  from  Adam  down  to  Boaz  1  What 

changes 
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changes  has  the  audience  undergone,  fince  firft  it  col- 
lected  in  this  view !  What  deep  and  affe&ing  changes 
V/ill  a  few  more  feafons  produce  !  The  turning  of  the 
page  will  prefent  a  new  preacher,  new  hearers,  a  dif¬ 
ferent  plan,  a  different  arrangement,  different  interefts, 
different  feelings.  1  he  feparation  of  this  night  may 
be  final  and  permanent.  W"e  bend  together,  gracious 
Ood,  with  wonder  and  gratitude  before  thy  throne. 
Spaied.  together  fo  many  years  longer,  cc  cumberers 
of  the  ground  ,  that  we  are ;  our  bodies  preferved  in 
health,  our  minds  in  tranquillity  i  bleffed  with  friend- 
fhip,  bleft  writh  fufficiency,  bleft  with  the  means  of 
improvement,  bleft  with  hope  !  Ah,  we  are  unworthy 
of  the  leaft  of  thy  favours,  and  we  have  been  diftin- 
gui filed  by  the  choiceft  and  beft  !  Make  us  to  feel  thy 
goodnefs  and  our  own  unworthinefs  ;  help  us  to  live 
more  to  thy  glory.  As  our  intereft  in  the  world  di- 
minifties,  as  years  increafe,  as  grey  hairs  multiply,  as 
friends  depart,  as  comforts  fail,  as  eternity  advances, 
let  our  faith  ftrengthen,  let  our  fpirits  rife  to  thee,  let 
ourprofpecfts  brighten,  let  our  ardour  after  immortality 
kindle.  The  nearer  we  approach  to  thee,  let  our  re- 
femblance  to  thee  become  more  apparent ;  let  the  fpir- 
it  of  heaven,  the  fpirit  of  the  bleffed  Jefus,  be  imparted 
to  us,  that,  living  and  dying,  we  may  edify  the  world, 
be  a  blefling  to  all  connected  with  us,  and  ftill  enjoy 
inward  peace.  And  as  we  feparate  from  time  to  time, 
may  it  be  in  the  fweet  expectation  of  meeting  together 
in  the  regions  of  everlafting  purity,  love  and  joy. 

“  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  be  with  your 
fpirits.  Amen.” 

*  *  v 
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THE  MOTHER  OF  SAMUEL. 


LECTURE  XV. 

I  SAMUEL  i.  I - 8. 

A 

Now  there  was  a  certain  man  of  Ramathaim-zophim , 
of  Mount  Ephraim ,  and  his  name  was  Elkanah ,  the 
fon  of  Jeroham ,  the fon  of  Eiihu ,  fon  of  Tohu ,  /7^ fon 

of  Zuph ,  <2/2  Ephrathite .  he  had  two  wives  ;  the 

name  of  the  one  was  Hannah ,  <2/2<i  the  name  of  the  other 
Peninnah  :  and  Peninnah  had  children ,  but  Hannah 
had  no  children .  yfe/  //j/h  man  went  up  out  of  his  city 
yearly ,  to  worfhip  and  to  facrifice  unto  the  Lord  of  Hojls 
in  Shiloh.  And  the  two  fons  of  Eli ,  Hophni  and 
Phinehasy  the  priejts  of  the  Lord ,  there.  And 

when  the  time  was  that  Elkanah  offered ,  he  gave  to 
Peninnah  his  wife ,  to  all  her  fons  and  her  daugh¬ 
ters  ,  portions.  But  unto  Hannah  he  gave  a  worthy 
portion  :  for  he  loved  Hannah  ;  but  the  Lord  had  ffut 
up  her  womb.  And  her  adverfary  alfo  provoked  her 
fore )  for  to  make  her  fret ,  becaufe  the  Lord  had  ffut  up 
her  womb.  And  as  he  did  fo  year  by  year ,  when  ffe 
went  up  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  fo  ffe  provoked  her  ; 
therefore  ffe  wept  and  did  not  eat.  Thenfaid  Elkanah 

her  huff  and  to  her  ?  Hannah ,  why  weepefl  thou  ?  And 
why  eatejl  thou  not  ?  And  why  is  thy  heart  grieved  ? 
Am  not  I  better  to  thee  than  ten  fons  ? 
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0IM1LAR  caufcs  ever  have  produced,  and  ever  will 
produce  fimilar  eftefts.  You  may  fhift  the  fcene 
from  one  age  and  country  to  another,  but  like  beings, 
tae  fame  fpirit,  the  fame  paffions  and  purfuits  arife 
continually  to  view.  The  difference  between  period 
and  peiiod,  nation  and  nation,  city  and  city,  man  and 
man,  confifts  merely  in  a  few  arbitrary  cuftoms,  vari¬ 
ous  foi ms  of  fpeech  and  modes  of  behaviour  ^  but 
tiiv.  great  principles  of  human  nature,  the  great  mov¬ 
ing  ipriiigs  of  human  actions  are  univerfal  and  inva¬ 
riable..  What  then  is  fo  abfurd  as  to  tax  others  with 
abfurdity,  only  becaufe  their  language,  manners  or 
pi ejudices  do  not  exactly  coincide  with  our  own  ? 

.  As  the  principles  of  our  nature,  fo  the  rules  of  the 
divine  government  #  are  fimilar  and  uniform.  The 
views,  paiTions  and  interefts  of  men  are  the  hinges  on 
which  the  mighty  engine  revolves.  Every  little  indi¬ 
vidual  moves  and  acts  in  his  oven  proper  fphere,  like 
the  ftars  in  the  firmament  of  heaven,  but  all  move  and 
togetner  under  tne  influence  of  one  great  com¬ 
manding  power,  which  animates  and  directs  the  whole. 
Every  one  poffeffes,  and  feels,  and  exercifes  its  fepa- 
rate  intelligence,  and  all  are,  at  the  fame  time,  check¬ 
ed,  impelled,  fuftained  by  one  fupreme  Intelligence 
which  is  above  all,  through  all  and  in  all. 

The  jufteft  and  moft  accurate,  the  mod  ufeful  and 
inftruftive  reprefenta'tions  of  human  life  and  conduct 
are  to  be  found  in  this  divine  record.  The  a&ors  in 
this  facred  and  interefting  drama,  are  perfonages  of 
the  very  higheft  diftinftion,  patriarchs  and  prophets, 
Iegiilators  and  kings ;  but  we  are  never  permitted, 
for  a  fingle  moment,  to  forget,  that  they  are  alfo  men. 
in  their  form  and  features  we  behold  our  own  image 
reflected.  In  the  emotions  by  which  they  were  agi¬ 
tated,  in  the  objefits  which  they  purfued,  we  recog¬ 
nize  our  own  averfions  and  defires,  our  own  pur¬ 
fuits  and  attainments,  our  own  mortifications  and  fuc- 
cefs. 
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We  are  now  entering  on  the  hiftory  of  one  of  the 
greateft  among  the  prophets,  and  that  hiftory  deline¬ 
ated  by  his  own  pencil.  He  begins  it  with  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  his  father's  family,  previous  to  his  own  birth, 
and  a  faithful  reprefentation  of  the  different  characters 
of  which  it  was  compofed.  And  this  will  furnifli  am¬ 
ple  matter  for  the  prefent  Lecture. 

Elkanah,  the  father  of  Samuel,  from  the  genealog¬ 
ical  deduction  here  prefent ed,  was  a  Levite  of  the 
family  of  the  Kohathites,  and  is  denominated  a  man 
of  Ramathaim-zophim,  of  Mount  Ephraim,  from  his 
being  born  or  refiding  at  that  city. 

Men  of  eminence,  as  has  often  been  obferved,  con¬ 
fer  celebrity  on  cities  and  countries  ;  but  poor  is  that 
merit  which  is  derived  from  no  other  fource  but  a 
man’s  parentage,  or  the  place  of  his  birth.  The  Le- 
vitical  tribe  was  fcattered  over  the  whole  country,  and 
during  the  diforderly  times  which  fucceeded  the  death 
of  Jofhua,  their  refidence  and  their  fer vices  feem  to 
have  been  regulated  by  no  certain  and  fixed  ftandard. 
His  anceftors  for  many  generations  are  mere  names 
in  the  hiftoric  page ;  fhadows  without  a  fubftance  ; 
and  he  himfelf  borrows  the  fame  and  luftre  in  which 
he  is  tranfmitted  to  us,  from  the  reputation,  ability  and 
diftindtion  of  his  nobler  fon  ;  whofe  children,  in  their 
turn,  fink  into  infamy,  and  thence  into  oblivion. 

The  firft  article  in  Elkanah’s  domeftic  economy 
prefented  to  our  confideration,  is  an  imputation  upon 
his  wifdom,  if  not  upon  his  piety.  He  had  two 
wives/’  Polygamy,  or  a  plurality  of  wives,  was  a 
practice  at  that  time  indeed  connived  at,  but  no 
where,  and  at  no  period,  fandlioned  by  a  law  :  a  prac¬ 
tice  not  indeed  condemned  by  ftatutes  and  punifli- 
ments,  but  fufficiently  condemned  by  effedis  and  con- 
fequences.  It  is  of  very  little  importance  to  inquire 
whether  it  be  forbidden,  if  it  can  be  proved  unreafon- 
able,  unwife,  inexpedient.  And  for  fuch  proof  we 
have  but  to  recur  to  the  domeftic  hiftory  of  Abraham, 
©f  Jacob,  of  Elkanah,  and  of  every  family  in  which  it 
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prevailed.  Hannah  was  probably  the  prior  wife,  and 
it  is  prefuinable  that  the  difappointment  of  not  having 
children  by  her  fuggefted  the  hazardous  experiment 
of  a  double  marriage  ;  and  the  iffue  demonftrated  that 
every  deviation  from  the  path  of  rectitude  leads  di¬ 
rectly  to  its  own  chailifement. 

1  he  moitification  or  Hannah,  already  too  much  to 
bear,  is  grievoufiy  embittered  by  the  affumption  of  a 
ri\  al  in  the  affection  of  her  huiband,  and  becomes  in¬ 
tolerable  by  the  fruitfulnefs  of  that  rival  And  thus, 
by  one  ill-advifed  ftep,  all  the  parties  are  rendered  un¬ 
happy,  ana  that  without  any  high  degree  of  criminali¬ 
ty  on  any  fide.  Elkanah’s  peace  is  inceifantly  difiurb- 
cd  by  the  mutual  jealoufy,  and  bitternels,  and  ftrife  - 
or  thole  conjoined,  who  feparately  might  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  foothe  and  foften  the  cares  of  life.  The 
pleafure  of  having  children  is  marred  and  impaired 
to  Peninnah,  oy  the  ill-difguifed  partiality  of  the  father 
or  hei  children,  to  another.  1  he  nnfery  of  barren- 
nefs  is  dreadfully  aggravated  to  Hannah,  by  the  cruel 
mocking  and  taunts  of  her  mercilefs  adverfary.  And 
what  became  of  the  children  all  the  while  ?  Were  they 
liuely  to  be  well  and  wifely  educated,  amidft  all  thefe 
domeiuc  jarrings  ?  Hated  and  oppofed  by  more  than 
a  ftep-njother’s  rancour,  fpoiled  by  the  over  indulgence 
of  maternal  tendernefs,  ftriving  to  compenfate  that 
rancour  and  hatred;  fecretly  carelfed,  openly  neg¬ 
lected  by  an  embarraiTecl  father,  who  was  now  afraid 
to  exprefs,  and  now  to  conceal  the  honed  emotions 
of  nature.  It  is  not  vice  only  that  deltroys  human 
comfort.  And  if  mere  imprudence  involves  a  man 
in  fo  many  difficulties  and  diftreiTes,  how  dreadful 
muff  it  be  to  bear  continually  in  one’s  bofom  the 
burning  coal  of  an  ill  confcience. 

#  Happily  for  Elkanah  and  his  houfe,  family  difcord 
did  not  extinguifh  family  religion  ;  he  went  up  regu¬ 
larly  with  all  his  houfehold  to  worffiip  the  Lord  at  Shi¬ 
loh,  at  the  great  yearly  feftivals.  The  law  command¬ 
ed  the  attendance  of  the  males  only,  on  fuch  occa- 

fions ; 
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fions :  but  whether  it  were  that  a  higher  fenfe  of  pie¬ 
ty  induced  him  to  appear  before  Jehovah  rejoicing 
with  all  that  were  his,  or  whether  he  hoped  to  allay 
the  ferment  of  fierce  and  angry  Ipirus,  in  the  foul- 
compofing  exercifes  of  devotion,  both  his  wives  at¬ 
tended  him  to  the  fervice  of  the  fanftuary,  and  lat 
down  together  with  him  at  the  facrifice  of  peace-offer- 
in^.  It  was  wifely  and  well  intended,  the  hie  oi  ma¬ 
lignity  fades  and  dies  in  prefence  of  the  pure  flame  of 
love  divine,  as  material  fire  is  abforbed  and  extinguidi- 
ed  when  expofed  to  the  rays  of  the  glorious  010  of 
day.  It  was  well  intended,  had  he  not  reaion  to  hope 
that  Hannah  would  forget  her  mifery,  and  Peninnah 
her  pride  in  the  prefence  of  God  ;  that  the  powei  oi 
religion,  and  the  proipeds  of  immortality  might  haply 
unite  thofe  whom  pallion  and  intereft  had  fever¬ 
ed.  But  if  fuch  were  his  intention,  he.  fucceed- 
ed  not.  And  that  he  fucceeded  not,  is  to  be 
imputed,  in  part,  to  his  own  weaknefs.  i  he  be¬ 
loved  wife  muft  be  diftinguifhed  by  a  46  worthy  por¬ 
tion,”  and  to  render  it  more  infulting,  at  a  public  fei- 
tival,  and  before  envious,  watchful  eyes,  thofe  of  Pe- 
♦  ninnah,  and  her  fons  and  daughters.  Thus,  through 
fome  mixture  of  folly  in  ourfelves,  through  the  crafti- 
nefs  and  malignity  of  another,  or  through  fome  unto- 
wardnefs  of  arrangement,  over  which  we  had  no  pow¬ 
er,  and  neither  could  forefee  nor  prevent,  the  bei! 
defigns  mifearry,  medicine  is  converted  into  poiion, 
and  religion  is  made  a  minifter  of  wrath  and  unrigh- 
teoufnefs. 

Who  does  not  here  recoiled  a  certain  “  coat  of  ma¬ 
ny  colours,”  which  coft  lb  dear  to  him  who  gave,  and 
to  him  who  wore  it  ?  Who  is  not  warned  to  guard 
againft,  or  at  lead  to  conceal  partial  affedions,  where 
claims  are  equal  ?  Who  does  not  feel  the  importance 
of  bringing  to  the  altar  of  God,  a  fpirit  elevated  above 
all  temporal  confiderations  ! 

Not  only  was  the  good-natured  intention  of  Elka- 
nah  fruftrated,  but  the  worfhip  of  God  was  profaned  ; 
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and  wretched  indeed  tnuft  be  the  ftate  of  that  family 
where  religion  not  only  fails  to  conciliate,  but  tends 
to  alienate,  irritate  and  inflame.  “Elkanah  loved 
Hannan,  but  the  Lord  had  fhut  up  her  womb.”— . 

;  ae  a”fence  Of  one  defired  bleffing  renders  the  poffef- 
uon  of  a  thoufand  others  taftelefs  and  infipid.  The 
moderating  hand  of  eternal  Providence  redifies  the 
oilorders,  and  counterads  the  violence,  of  human 
palhon  ;  preferves  the  balance  from  a  preponderancy 
too  great,  or  too  lading,  on  either  fide  ;  and  conduds 
a*l  the  happieft  iflue  at  length.  f 

.  But  an  evil  which  comes  immediately  from  heaven 
is  by  that  very  confideration  rendered  both  tolerable 
and  falutary.  The  Lord  can  do  nothing  but  what  is 
right ;  in  wrath  he  remembers  love  ;  “  he  afflids  not 
willingly  nor  grieves  the  children  of  men,  not  for  his 
p  eafure,  but  their  profit.”  But  alas,  there  was  min¬ 
gled  in  Hannah’s  cup,  an  ingredient  which  converted 
the  whole  into  wormwood  and  gall ;  “  her  adverfary 
alfo  provoked  her  fore  for  to  make  her  fret,  becaufe 
the  Lord  had  fhut  up  her  womb.”  What  relifh  had 
now  the  double  portion,  though  the  token  of  a  fond 
hufband’s  unabated  kindnefs  ?  The  infulting  words 
and  looks  of  her  pitilefg  “  adverfary”  are  as  vinegar 
upon  nitre.  How  dreadful  to  have  a  calamity  which 
was  inceflantly,  though  fecretly  preying  upon  her  vi¬ 
tals,  inceflantly  tnrown  in  her  teeth ;  home  rendered 
a  burthen  ;  the  place  of  facrifice,  a  habitation  of  dif- 
cord  ;  fire  fnatched  with  unhallowed  hands  from  the 
altar  of  Jehovah  to  kindle  the  gloomy  fire  of  hell ! 
iheie  needs  no  tormenting  fiend  to  afeend  from  the 
bottomlefs  pit,  armed  with  fcorpions,  to  plague  and 
torture  wretched  mortals ;  fee,  they  are  armed  like 
furies  one  againft  another,  they  exult  in  one  another’s 
pain ;  relentlefs,  remorfelefs,  they  “  fay  not  it  is 
enough.” 

Dreadful  to  think,  this  angry  vengeful  fpirit  con¬ 
tinued  to  agitate  and  torment  thefe  unhappy  women 
for  many  years  together  ;  and  what  is  hell,' but  a  ftate 
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of  unabating,  growing  animofity  and  hatred  ?  “  As 
he  went  up  year  by  year,  when  fhe  went  up  to  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord,  fo  Ihe  provoked  her.”  In  fe¬ 
male  bofoms  can  fuch  malignity  dwell  ?  Ah,  what  fo 
bad  as  the  good  corrupted,  perverted  !  Behold  a  ran¬ 
cour  which  no  time  could  enfeeble,  no  fenfe  of  ftiame 
reflrain,  and  which  the  facrednefs  of  the  fanctuary 
ferved  only  to  embitter  and  inflame  !  Can  it  be  pofli- 
ble,  merciful  Father,  can  it  be  poflible,  that  fuch  a 
fell  fpirit  fhould  ever  have  accompanied  any  of  us  to 
thy  houfe  of  prayer  ?  Can  “  the  fame  tongue  utter 
blefling  and  curfing  ?”  Dare  we  fay  “  we  love  God, 
whom  we  have  not  feen,  while  we  hate”  or  defpife  “  a 
brother”  a  filter  “  whom  we  have  feen  ?”  “  Search 
me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart :  try  me,  and  know 
my  thoughts :  and  fee  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in 
me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlafting.”* 

It  is  greatly  to  the  honour  of  Hannah,  that  all  this 
cruel  and  infulting  treatment  drew  from  her  no  in¬ 
decent  return.  Though  grieved  in  fpirit,  provoked, 
fretted  beyond  all  enduring,  we  hear  of  no  furious 
appeal  to  the  partial  tendernefs  of  her  hufband,  no 
railing  for  railing,  no  rafh  malediction,  no  furious 
threatening  of  revenge.  It  is  not  eafy  to  govern  the 
fpirit ;  it  is  not  always  poflible  to  command  the  tem¬ 
per  under  offence  and  infult ;  but  the  tongue  is  in 
every  one’s  power,  improper  words  admit  of  no  de¬ 
fence,  and  rage  is  but  a  poor  apology  for  abufe  and 
blafphemy.  But  Ihe  pines  away  in  filent  follow. 
“  She  wept,  and  did  not  eat.”  Thefe  feafons  of  re¬ 
joicing  before  the  Lord,  thefe  times  of  refrefliing  to 
every  other  daughter  of  Ifrael,  were  to  her  days  of 
heavinefs  and  woe.  What  fignifies  a  large  portion  to 
one  who  has  no  appetite  ?  What  is  the  profperity  of 
her  people,  to  one,  who,  like  a  dried  branch,  is  cut  off 
from  all  interefl:  in  poflerity,  who  fees  the  name  and 
honours  of  her  beloved  hufband  palling  away  to  the 
children  of  another,  the  children  of  one  who  hated 
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her  ?  Alas,  the  fpirit  of  devotion  itfelf  is  checked  and 
repreffed  by  the  incefiant,  unrelenting  (lings  of  envy 
and  jealoufy  ;  life  is  become  a  burden  to  her. 

I  he  deep  affliction  with  which  fhe  was  overwhelmed 
could  not  efcape  the  attentive  eyes  of  Elkanah. 
Though  her  tongue  faid  nothing,  her  eyes,  her  tears, 
her  dejeftion,  her  abftinence,  her  fighs  betrayed  abun¬ 
dantly  the  anguifh  of  her  foul.  “  Then  faid  Elkanah 
her  hufband  to  her,  Hannah  why  weepefl  thou,  and 
why  eateft  thou  not,  and  why  is  thy  heart  grieved  ? 
Am  not  I  better  to  thee  than  ten  fons  ?’’  To  what  dif- 
trefs  has  the  good  man  reduced  himfelf  ?  Now  he 
ieverely  feels  the  effedt  of  his  own  imprudence,  and 
laments  his  having  tried  the  dangerous  experiment,’ 
which  robbed  him  of  all  domeftic  quiet,  diflurbed 
the  feftivity  of  the  folemn  rendezvous  at  Shiloh,  and 
threatened  to  produce  one  day  feme  tragical  event  in 
his  family. 

Sympathy,  if  it  does  not  wholly  difpel  our  miferies, 
pours  at  lead  a  temporary  balm  into  the  wound,  and 

foothes  pain  for  a  while.5’  Hannah  becomes  com¬ 
posed,  and  the  feaft  is  concluded.  There  is  dill  one 
refuge  left  for  the  miferable,  one  remedy  againfl  def- 
pair,  one  friend  able  and  ready  to  help  in  every  time 
of  trouble ;  and  our  eyes  with  complacency  follow 
the  mourner,  not  into  her  fecret  retirement,  to  fpend 
her  forrow  in  unavailing  tears,  or  to  curfe  the  day  in 
which  (lie  was  born  ;  not  into  the  round  of  giddy  dif- 
fipation,  to  drown  refle&ion  and  anxiety,  in  the  poi- 
foned  chalice  of  intemperate  mirth  and  jollity  ;  but  to 
the  place  of  prayer,  but  to  the  door  of  mercy,  but  to 
the  dawn  of  hope. 

We  (hall  prefently  find,  that  what  related  to  the 
externals  of  God’s  wor(hip  was  at  that  time  but  badly 
conducted  in  Ifrael,  the  “  fons  of  Eli  were  fons  of 
Belial,"’  they  “  knew  not  the  Lord.”  But  be  the 
minifter  who  he  will,  the  word  and  fervice  of  God 
cannot  be  rendered  of  none  e(fe£l.  Not  only  the 
fpirit  of  piety,  but  a  fenfe  of  common  decency  was 

now 


Lect.  XV. 


Hi/lory  of  Hannahi 


m 


now  loft  in  the  Levitical  priefthood :  when  it  pleafed 
God  to  make  this  very  affli&ed  woman,  the  means  in 
his  hand,  to  reftore  the  dignity,  purity  and  importance 
of  the  facred  function,  to  revive  the  decayed  intereits 
of  religion,  and  to  bring  forward  the  great  events 
which  are  fo  intimately  connected  with  the  things 
which  belong  to  our  everlafting  peace. 

When  we  look  into  human  life,  whether  as  exhibit¬ 
ed  on  the  hallowed  page  of  infpiration,  or  by  our  own 
obiervation  and  experience,  we  fhall  find  that  moft  of 
the  “ills  which  flefh  is  heir  to”  may  eafily  be  traced 
up  to  fome  imprudence,  heedlefsnefs,  or  tranfgreflion 
of  the  man  himfelf,  who,  before  he  was  aware,  found 
himfelf  involved  in  difficulties  and  diftreffes  the  native 
effe&s  of  his  own  mifconduft,  but  which  he  forefaw 
not,  apprehended  not,  and  which  he  never  could  in¬ 
tend.  I  know  how  poor  a  confolation  it  is,  to  tell  a 

man,  “you  have  nobody  but  yourfelf  to  blame,”  and 
to  upbraid  him  with  the  warning  which  you  gave  him, 
and  he  would  not  take  ;  but  it  is  not,  for  that,  ufelefs 
for  one  to  difcover  the  fource,  caufe  and  progrefs  of 

'  his  calamity.  The  cafe  muft  be  bad  indeed,  or  his 
eyes  muft  have  been  opened  very  late,  or  his  “  heart 
hardened  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,”  if  he 
cannot  turn  to  fome  good  account  the  reflections  of 
maturer  judgment,  the  admonitions  and  chaftifement 
of  experience,  the  pain  and  remorfe  of  an  ill  con- 
fcience,  or  the  miftakes  and  wanderings  of  a  good  one. 

— There  are  fteps  in  conduft  which  are  irretrieve- 

able,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  tampered  with. 
The  exceftive  ufe  of  the  moft  wholefome  food,  will 
at  length  overwhelm  the  ftrongeft  conftitution  ;  the 
occafional  application  of  what  is  doubtful  or  unwhole- 
fome  may  undermine  or.  wafte  it,  but  poifon  is  certain 
death  ;  and  the  fagacity  of  a  brute,  the  underftanding 
of  a  child,  is  fufficient  to  diftinguifh  between  poifor\ 
and  food,  perhaps  not  between  poifon  and  medicine. 

—To  how  many  gracious,  focial,  civil  and  moral 
purpofes,  may  not  the  wife  and  proper  ufe  of  religious 
Vol.  VI.  N  .  fervices 


*94 


Hi/lory  cf  Hannah •  Lect.  XV. 


iervices  be  applied  ?  The  man  who  has  performed  with 
underftanding  and  feeling  the  devotions  of  the  clofet ,  will 
ilme  from  it  in  a  higher  ft  ate  of  preparation  for  every 
duty  of  life.  Filled  with  veneration  for  his  heavenly 
Father,  “  who  feeth/*  and  with  whom  he  has  been  con¬ 
vening  “  in  fecret,”  he  breathes  good  will  to  man. 
The  emotions  of  every  unkind,  ungentle,  unjuft  affec¬ 
tion  are  ftifled,  extinguifhed,  forgotten.  The  princi¬ 
ples  of  benevolence  and  benignity  have  acquired  new 
life  and  energy..  He  is  difpoied  to  meet  the  ills  cf  life 
with  more  firmnefs  and  fortitude,  and  to  enjoy  its  blefP 
ings  with  a  more  exquifite  relifh.  Hannah  having 
poured  out  her  foul  to  God,  “  went  her  way,  and  did 
eat,  and  her  countenance  was  no  more  fad.’"  The  de¬ 
votion  of  the  morning  will  prove  the  belt  afliftant  to¬ 
ward  conducting  the  bufinefs  of  the  coming  day  ;  and 
that  of  the  evening,  the  happieft  review  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  paft.  From  him  who  habitually  begins 
and  ends  every  thing  with  God^you  may  reafonably 
expeCfc,  the  fruits  of  a  good  and  honeft  heart,  66  fpeech 
alway  with  grace,  feafoned  with  fait/*  and  order  in 
conduct,  more  than  from  other  men  :  more  works  of 


mercy,  more  fair  dealing,  more  fteadinefs  in  friend- 
fhip  :  and  lefs  of  the  rancour  of  oppofition,  lefs  of 
the  felftfufficiency  of  pride,  lefs  of  the  malignity  of 
envy  ;  for  the  love  of  God  abforbs  all  thefe  baleful,, 
malignant  fires. 

The  devotions  of  the  family,  in  Kke  manner,  produce 
the  happieft  effeCts  within  that  fphere.  How  foothing, 
how  cementing,  how  conciliating  they  are  !  Does  com¬ 
mon  calamity  prefs  ?  It  is  alleviated,  it  is  fanCtihed,  it 
is  done  away,  when  the£<;  care  is  call  upon  God,*5  when 
the  burthen  is  transferred  to  a  Father  in  heaven,  who 
ftands  engaged  to  remove  it,  or  to  render  it  a  bleffmg. 
Is  domeftic  profperity  abounding,  increafmg  ?  What 
an  additional  luftre,  value,  fweetnefs  does  it  derive 
from  union,  from  piety,  from  a  common  fenfe  of  obli¬ 
gation  and  dependence  ?  Have  offences  come  ?  Has 
peace  been  difturbed  ?  Are  the  bonds  which  united 
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hufband  and  wife,  parent  and  child,  brother  and  broth¬ 
er,  mailer  and  fervaiit,  unhappily  broken  ?  The  mo¬ 
ment  that  the  healing  addrefs,  “  Our  Father  who  art 
in  heaven,”  reaches  the  ear,  every  foul  is  peace,  the 
fpirit  of  love  pervades  the  whole,  and  the  voice  of 
difcord  is  heard  no  more.  When  pardon  is  implor¬ 
ed  from  him  whom  all  have  offended,  the  ftony  heart 
relents,  melts,  forgives,  for  he  needs  to  be  forgiven. 

The  influence  of  public  worfoip  likewife,  where  it 
has  not  degenerated  into  mere  form,  is  the  ftrongeff 
cement  of  fociety.  It  ferves  to  confolidate  men  of  va¬ 
rious  ranks  and  conditions,  with  their  feveral  talents 
and  abilities,  into  one  compaft,  efficient,  well-organ¬ 
ized  body,  ready  to  aft  with  one  heart  and  one  foul,  in 
the  caufe  of  God  and  their  country.  Little  ffiades  of 
difference,  in  men  truly  good,  will  unite  inftead  of 
disjoining.  Our  great  national  affemblies  are  obliged, 
by  law,  to  open  their  fittings  for  public  bufmefs,  by 
afts  of  public  devotion.  The  reafon  and  intention  of 
the  law,  and  of  the  practice  founded  upon  it,  are 
abundantly  obvious.  If  the  effeft  does  not  follow  to 
the  extent  that  might  be  wifhed — it  muff  be  conclud¬ 
ed,  that  the  devotional  part  of  the  fitting  is  neglefted  ; 
that  formality  has  extinguilhed  the  fltfme  ;  or  that 
difference  of  religious  fentiment,  or  what  is  (till  worfe, 
indifference  to  all  religion,  mar  and  weaken,  and  dif- 
traft  the  whole.  The  prevalency  of  a  worldly  fpirit 
muff  at  length  prove  fatal  to  piety,  and  when  piety  is 
gone,  public  fpirit  is  on  the  decline,  and  will  not  long 
furvive. 

— But  we  have  in  the  hiftory  under  review,  a  melan¬ 
choly  inftance  of  what  frequently  happens  to  this  day, 
and  under  a  happier  difpenfation  of  religion — feafons 
and  places  of  devotion  perverted  into  the  inftruments 
of  kindling  and  exercifing  the  ungracious,  the  unfo- 
cial,  the  unkind  affeftions.  How  often  is  the  fanftua- 
ry  of  God  profaned,  by  being  made  the  fcene  of  dif- 
playing  the  rivalfhip  of  beauty,  drefs,  equipage,  rank 
and  affluence  ?  The  humbling  fervices  of  the  meek 
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and  lowly  Jefus,  are  unnaturally  forced  into  the  min- 
ifters  of  pride  and  vain-glory.  The  tranquillity  of  the 
day  of  facred  reft,  and  its  gentle,  peaceful  employments, 
give  a  birth,  which  they  deteft  and  difclaim,  to  the 
whifper  of  envy,  and  the  noife  of  flander.  The  feaft 
of  love  is  difturbed,  the  facrifice  of  peace  is  defiled  by 
the  impure  claws  of  harpies ;  and  “  the  houfe  of  prayer 
is  turned  into  a  den  ot  thieves.”  Surely,  my  belov¬ 
ed  brethren,  thefe  things  ought  not  fo  to  be/5 

— Happily  for  us,  the  influence  of  the  gofpel,  and 
the  laws  of  our  country,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  times, 
prevent  the  practice  which  threw  Elkanah’s  family  in¬ 
to  fuch  a  flame;  and  which,  whereever  it  has  prevailed, 
has  been  productive  of  confufion  and  every  evil  work. 
May  a  purer  religion,  and  wifer  inftitutions,  and  a 
more  enlightened  fpirit  produce  a  more  perfect  morali¬ 
ty,  promote  domeftic  happinefs,  and  extend  andfecure 
national  profperity. 

We  now  proceed  farther  to  unfold,  from  the  facred 
hiftory,  the  character  and  conduCt  of  Hannah  ;  earn- 
eftly  praying,/ that  with  “  all”  the  reft  of  cc  fcripture,” 
which  “  is  given  by  infpiration  of  God,”  it  may  prove 
profitable  for  doCtrine,  and  for  reproof,  and  for  cor¬ 
rection,  and  for  inftruCtion  in  righteoufnefs.” 
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THE  MOTHER  OF  SAMUEL. 


LECTURE  XVL 

1  SAMUEL  i.  9 — 18. 

So  Hannah  rofe  up  after  they  had  eaten  in  Shiloh ,  and  af¬ 
ter  they  had  drank.  Now  Eli  the  prieft  fat  upon  a  feat 
by  a  pojl  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord.  And  Jhe  was  in 
bitternefs  of  foul ,  and  prayed  unto  the  Lord ,  and  wept 
fore.  And  jhe  vowed  a  vow ,  and  faid ,  0  Lord  of 
hojls ,  if  thou  wilt  indeed  look  on  the  affliction  of  thine 
handmaid ,  and  remember  me,  and  not  forget  thine  hand- 
maid,  but  wilt  give  unto  thine  handmaid  a  man-child , 
then  l  will  give  him  unto  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  his 
life ,  and  there  fhall  no  razor  come  upon  his  head.  And 
it  came  to  pafs  as  Jhe  continued  praying  before  the  Lord , 
that  Eli  marked  her  mouth.  Now  Hannah,  foe  fpake 
in  her  heart,  only  her  lips  moved,  but  her  voice  was  ?iot 
heard :  therefore  Eli  thought  jhe  had  been  drunken . 
And  Eli  faid  unto  her.  How  long  wilt  thou  be  drunken  ? 
put  away  thy  wine  from  thee.  And  Hannah  anfwered 
and  faid,  No,  my  Lord,  lam  a  woman  of  a  for  rowful 
fpirit :  I  have  drank  neither  wine  nor  Jlrong  drink,  but 
have  poured  out  my  foul  before  the  Lord .  Count  not 
thine  handmaid  for  a  daughter  of  Belial :  for  out  of 
the  abundance  of  my  complaint  and  grief  have  I  fpoken 
hitherto.  Then  Eli  anfwered  and  faid.  Go  in  peace  : 
and  the  God  of  Ifrael  grant  thee  thy  petition  that  thou 
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haft  afhed  of  him.  And  Jhc  faid ,  Let  thine  handmaid 
fnd  grace  in  thy  fight.  So  the  woman  went  her  way , 
and  did  eat ,  and  her  countenance  was  no  more  fad. 
hp 

1  HE  fupport  and  the  confolations  adminiftered  by 
religion,  are  adapted  to  the  nature  and  neceffities  of 
man.  The  exercifes  which  it  prefcribes  arife  out  of 
the  circumftances  and  events  of  human  life  ;  and  the 
being  and  perfections  of  God  prefent  themfelves  to  us# 
according  as  we  pafs  from  one  condition  to  another. 
There  are  comforts  which  no  one  but  God  could  have 
bellowed  :  there  is  wretchednefs  which  God  only  can 
relieve.  Hence  the  foul  rifes  direCtly  to  the  Giver  of 
all  good  in  tranfports  of  gratitude,  and  cleaves  to  him 
when  every  other  refuge  fails.  Hence,  all  that  is 
known  by  the  name  of  prayer,  is  at  once  the  voice  of 
nature,  the  remit  of  reafon,  and  a  dictate  of  religion. 

What  is  the  confeffion  of  the  penitent,  but  the  trem¬ 
bling  hope  of  a  guilty  creature  toward  the  God  of 
mercy,  fleeing  from  the  judgment  of  unrelenting,  un¬ 
forgiving  man  ;  from  the  perfecution  of  an  awakened, 
an  accufmg  confcience,  to  a  proclamation  of  peace  and 
pardon  from  heaven  ?  What  is  the  refignation  of  the 
patient,  but  a  devout  acknowledgment  of  unerring 
wifdom,  which  does  all  things  well,  and  affiiCts  in  lov- 
ing-kindnefs  ?  What  is  the  cry  of  diftrels,  but  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  omnipotence  for  that  affiftance  which  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  nature  cannot  bellow  ?  What  is  adoration,  but 
the  faculties  of  an  intelligent  being  loll  in  the  con¬ 
templation  of  infinite  perfection  ?  Even  the  ralh  and 
impious  appeals  to  Heaven,  which  are  uttered  by  the 
thoughtiefs  and  profane,  demonftrate,  that  piety  and 
prayer  are  founded  in  the  very  conllitution  of  our  na¬ 
ture.  Why  does  that  blafphemer  take  the  name  of 
the  Lord  God  in  vain  ?  why  fwears  he  by  the  great 
and  terrible  name  of  Jehovah  ?  why  is  his  imprecation 
fanctioned  by  that  tremendous  fignature?  why  areuhe 
emotions  of  anger,  of  pain,  of  furprife,  of  joy,  enforc¬ 
ed  by  the  names  and  attributes  of  Deity  ?  The  wretch 
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who  thus  tramples  on  his  law,  infults  his  authority, 
defies  his  power,  is  in  thefe  very  a&s  of  horror  paying 
an  involuntary  homage  to  the  God  of  truth  and  juf- 
tice,  and  obliquely  confeffes  that  divine  perfection 
which  he  has  the  boldnels  to  violate. 

We  turn  from  the  dreadful  praClice  with  holy  in¬ 
dignation,  to  contemplate  the  defponding  mourner 
fleeing  for  red  and  relief  in  the  boloin  ol  a  father  a.  d 
a  God  ;  and  to  learn  leflbns  of  piety,  and  derive  nour- 
ifhment  to  hope,  from  the  experience  of  others. 

We  have  feen  the  diforder  of  a  family  in  liraeloc- 
cafioned  by  the  foolifhnefs  01  man  \  we  are  now  to 
confider  that  diforder  rectified,  and  turned  into  a 
fource  of  domeftic  joy  and  public  felicity  through  the 
wifdom  and  goodnels  of  God.  Fhe  folemnity  or  the 
yearly  facrifice,  and  the  cheerfulnefs  of  the  lean,  had 
been  continually  embittered  und  deftroyed  to  Hannah 
by  reflection  on  her  flate  of  approachamongthe  daugh¬ 
ters  of  Ifrael,  and  the  mercilefs  infults  of  her  rival  and 
adversary.  The  kind  attentions,  and  afteCtionate  re- 
monftrances  of  a  beloved  hulband,  footne  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  but  cannot  remove  the  anguifh  that  preyed 
upon  heart.  She  looks  with  impatience  through  the 
tedioufnefs  of  the  entertainment,  to  the  hour  of  re¬ 
tirement  ;  and,  as  foon  as  decency  permits,  fhe  ex¬ 
changes  the  houfe  of  mirth  for  the  houle  of  prayer. 

“  If  any  one  is  afflicted  let  him  pray.”  And  who 
is  not  ready  to  give  teftimony  to  the  falutary  influence 
of  this  hallowed  employment  ?  The  fuppliant  thus 
dilburthens  the  mind  of  a  load,  before  intolerable  ; 
the  effufion  of  tears  cools  and  refrefhes  the  heart. 
Prayer  does  not  always  bring  down  the  grace  that  is 
iolicited,  but  verily  it  has  produced  its  effeCt,  when 
the  fpirit  is  moulded  into  the  will  of  the  Molt  High. 
Prayer  prevails  not  to  obtain  that  particular  blefling, 
but  behold  it  is  crowned  with  another  and  a  greater 
benefit.  The  expeCted  good  comes  not  exa&ly  at  the 
time  and  in  the  way  it  was  entreated,  but  it  is  convey¬ 
ed  at  the  moll  proper  feafon,  and  in  the  fitted  way ; 
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and  how  much  is  the  enjoyment  heightened  and  fweet- 
ened  by  the  delay !  Thus,  whether  the  wreftler  “  as 
a  prince  has  power  with  God,  and  prevails,”  or  by  a 
touch  is  made  fenfible  of  his  weaknefs  and  inferior¬ 
ity,  God  is  glorified,  and  the  divine  life  is  promoted 
in  him. 

The  memoirs  of  this  good  woman’s  life  compre¬ 
hend  but  a  very  Ihort  period,  a  few  years  at  molt. 
Herein  confifts  one  of  the  excellencies  of  the  facred 
writings.  Other  biographers  drag  you  with  them  in¬ 
to  dry,  uninterefting  details  of  events  which  had 
much  belter  been  forgotten.  You  are  wearied  out 
with  the  laborious  dilplay  of  childifh  prattle,  the  pre¬ 
tended  prognoftic  of  future  eminence,  or  the  doting, 
impeded,  diftorted  recollections  of  a  wretched  old 
man  who  has  outlived  himfelf.  There  are  in  truth 
very  few  particulars  in  any  man’s  life  worthy  of  being 
recorded  ;  and  of  thofe  who  really  have  lived,  a  very 
fhort  memoir  indeed  will  ferve  all  the  valuable  pur- 
pofes  of  hiftory. 

Every  thing  of  importance  for  us  to  know  refpedt- 
ing  Hannah  is  what  related  to  the  birth  of  her  fon 
Samuel i  and  to  that  accordingly  the  fcripture  account 
of  her  is  confined.  She  is  the  fourth,  as  far  as  we 
recoiled,  on  the  face  of  the  facred  hiftory,  reprefented 
in  nearly  fimilar  circumftances,  and  lire  is  not  the 
lead  refpedable  of  the  four.  “  Sarah  laughed,”  dag¬ 
gering  at  the  promife  of  God  through  unbelief. 
Rebckah  feems  to  have  borne  her  trial  with  liftlelf- 
nefs'  and  indifference  ;  and  Rachael,  irritated  with 
her’s,  lofes  all  fenfe  of  fhame  and  decency,  and  ex¬ 
claims,  “  Give  me  children,  elfe  I  die.”  Hannah  feels 
her  calamity  as  a  woman,  deplores  it  as  a  woman, 
and  feeks  deliverance  from  it  as  one  who  believed  in 
the  power  and  grace  of  God. 

Obferve  the  more  delicate  (hades  in  her  character, 
She  rofe  not  up  till  “  after  they  had  eaten  in  Shiloh, 
and  alter  they  had  drunk.”  She  had  patience  and 
felf-governrnent  fufficient  to  carry  her  without  any  ap¬ 
parent 
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parent  difquietude,  through  the  formalities  of  a  pub- 
lie  aflembly,  which  muffc  have  been  very  painful,  irk- 
fotne,  and  difgufling  to  her.  She  would  rather  con- 
ftrain  herlelf,  than  make  others  uneafy  ;  and  pine  in 
fecret,  rather  than  permit  her  private  griefs  to  fpread 
a  o'loom  over  the  innocent  communications  of  iociety. 
Tell  me,  if  you  will,  that  the  remark  is  frivolous,  and 
the  do&rine  unedifying.  I  (hall  neither  feel  mortified 
nor  complain,  provided  you  permit  me  to  think  that 
nothing  is  frivolous  that  tends  to  unfold  the  excel¬ 
lence  and  importance  of  the  female  character,  and 
nothing  unedifying  which  ferves  to  improve  the  bet¬ 
ter  part  of  our  lpecies  in  the  knowledge  of  the  means 
whereby  both  their  refpe&ability  and  import¬ 
ance  may  be  effectually  promoted.  I  repeat  it 
therefore  confidently,  that  Hannah  is  here  repre- 
fented  as  exemplifying  a  hard  leflon,  but  one  of  high 
importance  to  all  her  fex.  Who  does  not  know,  my 
female  friends,  that  your  condition  and  place  in  focie- 
ty  neceffarily  fubjeCt  you  to  many  cruel  privations, 
many  mortifying  conflraints  ?  What  heart  but  fyinpa- 
thizes  with  you,  obliged,  as  you  are,  to  bear  and  to 
forbear,  in  patience  and  filence,  and  to  praCtife  pain¬ 
ful  duty,  without  fo  much  as  the  poor  reward  of  no¬ 
tice  and  approbation.  But  trufl  me,  you  have  often, 
when  you  little  think  of  it,  the  admiration  and  efteem 
of  the  more  attentive  and  judicious  ;  you  have  the 
fweet  confolation  of  reflecting  that  you  are  endeav¬ 
ouring  to  act  well  ;  you  can  look  up  in  humble  hope 
to  that  God  who  feeth  in  fecret ;  who  obferves  and 
records  what  the  world  overlooks  or  forgets. 

How  pitiable,  on  the  other  hand,  are  thofe  unhappy 
females,  who  dream  of  deriving  confequence  from 
vexing  and  difturbing  all  around  them,  by  perpetual¬ 
ly  bringing  forward  their  perlonal  vexations,  as  if  the 
world  had  nothing  to  mind  but  them,  and  their  real 
or  imaginary  grievances. 

But  this,  as  was  faid,  is  only  a  (hade  in  the  charac¬ 
ter  ;  the  great,  ftriking  feature,  is  a  fervid,  importu¬ 
nate, 
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nate,  afpiring  fpirit  of  devotion.  Sighs  and  tears  are 
the  language  of  nature  finking  under  its  own  woe,  of 
a  <c  heart  that  knows  its  own  bitternefs prayer  is 
the  language  of  faith  in,  and  hope  toward  God,  the 
exertion  of  a  foul  ftruggling  to  get  free,  carting  its  bur¬ 
den  upon  the  Lord,  and  acquiring  ftrength  from  ex- 
ercife.  There  is  a  beautiful  and  affecting  copioufnefs 
in  her  expreffion.  She  addreffes  God  as  the  Lord  of 
nniverfal  nature,  who  “  doth  according  to  his  will,  in 
the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants5  of 
the  earth  ;  as  tne  Lord  of  Hoffs,*’  who  has  all  crea¬ 
tures,  all  events  in  his  hand  and  at  his  difpofal.  The 
repetition  of  the  word  “  handmaid”  is  emphaticai, 
and  powerfully  expreffes  her  humility,  fubmiflion,  and 
fenfe  of  dependence  ;  and  it  is  humility  that  lends  en¬ 
ergy  to  every  other  principle  of  the  divine  life. 
“  From  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  fpeak- 
eth,”  and  accordingly  we  find  her  diverfifying  her  pe¬ 
tition  into  all  the  various  inodes  of  addreis  ;  “  If  thou 
wilt  indeed  look  on  my  afflidion,  and  remember  me, 
and  not  forget  me.  Is  this  the  vain  repetition  of  the 
hypocrite,  who  thinks  he  {hall  “ be  heard  for  his 
much  fpeaking  ?”  O  no,  it  is  the  honefl  effufion  of 
a  heart  filled  with  its  objed,  perfifting  in  the  purfuit, 
and  rifing  gradually  into  confidence  of  fuccefs.  It 
is  a  happy  anticipation  of  the  Saviour’s  dodrine, 

“  that  men  ought  to  pray  always,  and  not  to  faint 
a  happy  example  of  clearnefs  and  precifion  in  the  fub- 
jed  matter  of  prayer,  of  confidence  in,  and  reliance 
on  the  Hearer  of  prayer,  of  holy  refolution  to  make 
a  fuitable  return  to  prayer  heard,  accepted,  and  an- 
fwered. 

But  what  was  here  the  expreffion  of  a  devout,  a 
praying  fpirit  ?  The  noife  of  the  Pharifee,  the  pomp 
of  words,  the  corrednefs  that  courts  the  applaufe  of 
men  ?  No,  but  the  ardour  ol  a  gracious  lpirit  which 
negleds  forms,  which  never  thinks  of  appearance,  or 
the  opinion  of  others,  which,  occupied  with  God,  over¬ 
looks  man.  What  need  of  words,  to  him  who  reads 

.  the 


203 


Lect.  XVI.  Hi/lory  of  Hannah. 

the  fecret  recedes  of  the  heart,  who  hears  the  half- 
breathed  figh  of  the  prifoner  in  his  dungeon,  who  col¬ 
lets  the  falling  tears  of  the  mourner,  and  has  already 
granted  the  pious  requeft  before  it  is  formed  in  the  anx- 
fous  bread  ?  ^Strong  inward  emotion  will  of  neceffity  im¬ 
print  itfelf  on  the  external  appearance.  The  voice  may 
be  luppreffed,  but  the  features  will  fpeak ;  what  bufli- 
el  will  confine  the  lightning  of  the  eye  ?  the  lips  will 
move  involuntary  ;  the  hands  will  raife  themielves  to 
heaven,  without  an  admonition  from  vanity,  and  the 
boiom  will  fwell  to  make  room  for  the  expanding 
heart,  though  no  eye  is  prefent  to  lee  it,  and  regard lels 
whether  there4  be  or  no. 

How  equivocal  are  the  figns  of  human  paffions,  and 
how  liable  to  midake  is  the  mod  difcerning  human 
eye  ?  What  was  in  the  fight  of  God  an  indication  of 
faith  believing  againd  hope,  of  a  fervent  piety  which 
totally  abforbed  the  fenfes,  of  a  heavenly  mind  which 
rapt  the  very  body  up  to  the  throne  of  God,  is,  in 
the  fight  of  Eli,  the  diforder  of  a  didempered  brain, 
the  effect  of  excels,  the  lowed,  the  mod  deplorable, 
the  mod  difguding  exhibition  of  degraded  humanity. 
Alas,  the  good  man,  as  we  lhall  prefently  find,  had 
“  a  beam  in  his  own  eye ;”  and  thereby  was  led  to 
difcern  “  a  mote”  in  that  of  another,  where  there  was 
none.  In  reflecting  on  the  rafli  judgments  of  men, 
the  choice  of  David,  when  in  a  great  drait,  preffes  it¬ 
felf  upon  us  with  redoubled  force  ;  66  Let  me  fall  now 
into  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  for  his  mercies  are  great  ; 
and  let  me  not  fall  into  the  hand  of  man.”  “  If  God 
judifieth,  who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?”  But  ah  !  what 
dignifies  the  applaufe  of  the  world  to  him  who  is  con¬ 
demned  of  his  own  conference,  and  who  trembles  eve¬ 
ry  hour  at  thought  of  the  righteous  judgment  of 
God  ! 

I  like  the  defence  of  Hannah  almod  as  well  as  her 
prayer  ;  it  argues  confcious  innocence  and  integrity. 
Not  a  fingle  particle  of  gall  enters  into  her  reply,  not 
even  a  particle  of  honed,  heat  and  indignation,  at  an 
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imputation  fo  odious.  A  female  charged  with  a 

ieach  of  decency  fo  grofs  as  excefs  of  wine,  and  not 
break  out  into  a  flame  !  Ah,  her  calmnefs  and  temper 
1  elute  lufliciently  the  infamous  afperfion,  infinitely 
better  than  a  torrent  of  intemperate  abufe  would  have 
cipne.  How  calm,  how  beautiful,  how  lovely,  how 
dignified  is  innocence  !  It  feeks  the  light,  it  fhrinks 
not  f  1  om  the  eye  of  infpeftion,  it  defies  calumny,  and 
wraps  itielf  up  in  its  own  pure  mantle ;  but  difdains 
not,  at  the  fame  time,  to  iatisfy  the  honeft  inquiry, 
and  to  lemove  the  hafly  fufpicion  of  true  goodnefs  \ 
it  is  always  ready  to  render  a  reafon,  always  ready  to 
prevent  its  good  from  being  evil  fpoken  of. 

1  he  conduct  oi  Eli  is  eftimable  in  two  points  of 
view.  Obferving,  as  he  thought,  the  temple  of  the 
Lord  profaned,  and  the  female  charafter  dilhonoured, 
he  honeftly  fpeaks  out  his  fufpicion  and  cenfure  to  the 
party  concerned  ;  inftead  of  whifpering  them  in  the 
ear  of  a  third  perfon  ;  and  thereby  affords  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  explanation,  and  of  coming  to  a  right  under- 
handing  :  and,  once  fatisfied  of  his  having  been  mif- 
taxen,  he  retracts  his  hafty  judgment,  and  exchanges 
reprehenfion  into  bleffing,  and  fupplicates  Heaven  in 
favour  of  her  whom  he  had  rafhly  condemned. 

To  what  a  happy  ferenity  is  the  mind  of  Hannah 
now  reftored  !  She  has  poured  out  her  foul  before 
the  Lord,  and  vindicated  her  innocence  to  man.  The 
tranquillity  and  joy  of  her  fpirit  flrine  in  the  whole  of 
her  outward  deportment  ;  her  countenance  brightens 
up,  flue  partakes  in  the  feftivity  of  the  feafon,  and  “is 
no  more  fad.55  What  a  different  figure  does  the  fame 
man  prefent  to  the  eyes  of  the  world,  inflamed  with 
rage,  torn  with  envy,  flung  with  remorfe,  diffracted 
with  anxiety,  degraded  with  debauchery  ;  or  with  a 
viiage  beaming  benevolence,  eyes  animated  with  love, 
a  form  firm  and  e reft  from  conicious  integrity. 

Would  you  wiflr  to  appear  to  advantage  before 
others,  take  care  to  cleanfe  the  infide  of  the  cup.  Pu¬ 
rify  thyfelf  “  from  all  filtliinefs  of  the  fpirit.55  Let 
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order  and  peace  reign  within;  no(  artificial  daubing 
applied  on  the  outfide,  no  Iplendour  or  elegance  of 
apparel,  no  ftudied  arrangement  of  the  features,  will 
do  it  half  fo  well. 

Looks  and  appearance  are  perhaps  of  inferior  con- 
fequence  to  one  fex,  but  they  are  of  much  to  the 
other.  With  fome,  appearance  is  all  in  all.  In  that 
view,  it  is  not  eafy  to  imagine  the  effect  which  the  in¬ 
ward  temper  and  character  produce.  Beauty  be¬ 
comes  perfect  uglinefs,  and  infpires  nothing  but  dif- 
guft,  from  the  moment  that  the  face  begins  to  wear 
the  traces  of  pride,  contempt,  envy,  fury  or  infolence. 
On  the  other  hand,  be  allured,  that  a  very  homely 
external  may  be  improved  into  perfeft  lovelinefs,  by 
affability,  gentlenefs,  benevolence,  companion,  and, 
above  all,  by  a  fpirit  of  genuine  piety,  the  parent  of 
every  grace.  If  there  be  a  human  being  that  really 
deferves  the  name  of  angel,  a  term,  for  the  moft  part, 
moft  vilely  proffituted,  it  is  a  fenfible  woman  defcend- 
ing  from  the  temple,  or  iffuing  from  her  clofet,  to  en¬ 
ter  with  compofednefs,  fweetnefs  and  fatisfaftion  on 
the  employments  of  her  humble,  but  important  flation 
in  human  life. 

It  was  through  the  diforder  of  a  divided  family,  it 
was  through  the  woe  of  an  afhifted  woman,  it  was 
amidft  the  corruptions  of  a  degenerate  church  and  a 
disjointed  ftate,  that  God  was  pleafed  to  raife  up  a 
prophet,  a  priefl,  a  judge  in  Ifrael  to  Item  the  torrent, 
to  reflore  the  loft  dignity  of  religion,  to  fave  a  finking 
nation.  When  events  flow  in  an  even  channel,  when 
the  powers  of  nature  produce  their  effieft  in  an  uni¬ 
form  tenor,  a  blind  chance,  an  irrefiftible  fate,  or  an 
unintelligent  arrangement  receives  the  homage,  which 
is  due  only  to  fovereign  wildom,  and  all-comprehen- 
five  beneficence.  For  this  reafon,  God  fometimes 
permits  the  great  machine  as  it  were  to  ftand  ftill, 
that  men  may  obferve  by  what  hand  it  is  ftopt,  and  by 
what  hand  it  is  put  in  motion  again. 
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Ifaac,  Jacob,  Samfon,  Samuel,  four  of  the  mod 
eminent  among  the  types  of  the  great  Reftorer  of  fall¬ 
en  man,  were  introduced  into  the  world,  through  the 
agonies  of  defponding  nature,  through  the  exercife  of 
undaunted  faith,  and  the  unwearied  importunity  of 
prayer  and  fupplication.  They  were  the  fucceflive 
lights  of  the  worlds  each  in  his  day  ;  and  having  eve¬ 
ry  one  fulfilled  his  day,  were  fucceffively  extinguilh- 
ed.  The  great  Light  of  the  world  has  arifen,  the  liars 
difappear,  the  fhadows  are  fled  away.  Patriarchs  and 
prophets  bring  their  glory,  and  lay  it  at  his  feet,  a 
voice  from  heaven  proclaims,  cc  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed,  hear  Him.’" 

— Let  not  the  apparently  declining  Hate  of  any  in- 
tereft  preach  defpair  ;  for  every  evil  has  its  remedy, 
except  defpair.  That  caufe  mull  perilh,  which  all 
agree  to  give  up  as  loft  ;  a  dying  caufe  may  revive  and 
flourilh  by  the  wifdom  and  honeft  exertions  of  one 
man.  Impaired  health  often  ifiues  in  death,  embar- 
rafled  circumftances  in  bankruptcy,  an  irregular  life 
in  irretrievable  perdition  ;  becaufe  the  patient,  the 
debtor,  the  finner  gave  himfelf  up  too  haftily,  and 
was  loft  through  fear  of  being  loft.  While  there  is 
46  balm  in  Gilead,  and  a  phyfician  there,”  no  wound, 
however  grievous,  is  incurable.  While  there  is 
friendlhip,  while  there  is  compaffion  on  earth,  honeft 
diftrefs  will  And  fympathy  and  relief.  While  the 
throne  of  grace  is  acceffible,  there  is  hope  “  for  the 
chief  of  finners.” 

And  if  no  caufe  of  man  be  defperate,  who  fhall 
dare  to  defpair  of  the  caufe  of  God  and  truth  ?  Be¬ 
hold,  in  a  pofterior  period  of  this  lacred  hiftory,*  the 
utter  extirpation  of  the  pofterity  of  Abraham  deter¬ 
mined,  and  the  plans  of  Providence  threatened,  of 
courfe,  with  defeat  and  difappointment.  Behold  the 
bloody  warrant  figned,  and  “  fealed  with  the  ring” 
of  Ahafuerus,  and  thereby  rendered  irreversible.  Be¬ 
hold  the  vengeful  Ham  an,  like  the  exterminating  an- 
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gel,  with  his  fword  drawn  in  his  hand,  ready  to  fall 
upon  his  prey.  What  can  fave  a  devoted  people 
from  dellrudtion  ?  One  obfcure  Jew  ;  one  not  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  king’s  councils,  but  who  fat  unregarded  in 
the  king’s  gate.  He  feels  as  a  citizen  and  a  man,  he 
laments  the  impending  doom  of  his  country  as  a  citi¬ 
zen  and  a  man ;  but  he  likewife  a£is,  and  exerts  him- 
felf  like  a  citizen  and  a  man,  and  leaves  the  iffue  to 
Him,  in  whofe  hand  are  the  hearts  of  kings — and  it 
profpered.  The  rernon  (trance  of  Mordecai  with  the 
queen,  at  this  awful  crifis,  is  a  matter-piece  of  intre¬ 
pidity,  piety  and  good  fenfe,  and  furnithes  an  ufeful 
example  for  the  conduct  of  both  public  and  private 
life.  “  Then  Mordecai  commanded  to  anfwer  Efther, 
Think  not  with  thyfelf  that  thou  lhalt  efcape  in  the. 
king’s  houfe,  more  than  all  the  Jews.  For  if  thou  al¬ 
together  holdett  thy  peace  at  this  time,  then  fhall 
there  enlargement  and  deliverance  arife  to  the  Jews 
from  another  place,  but  thou  and  thy  father’s  houfe 
lhall  be  deftroyed :  and  who  knoweth  whether  thou 
art  come  to  the  kingdom  for  fuch  a  time  as  this?”* 
The  Roman  conful,  whofe  raffinefs  loft  the  battle  of 
Canute,  and  endangered  the  exigence  of  the  (late, 
received  the  thanks  of  the  fenate,  “  becaufe  he  had  not 
defpaired  of  the  commonwealth.”  The  gallant  prince 
of  Orange,  afterwards  William  III.  of  England,  when 
urged  to  fubmit  to  the  viftorious  arms  of  France, 
which  were  ravaging  the  United  Provinces,  and  when 
the  ruin  of  the  republic  feemed  inevitable,  nobly  re¬ 
plied,  “  There  is  one  way  to  fecure  me  from  the  fight 
of  my  country’s  deftruction  ;  I  will  die  in  the  lafh 
ditch.”  His  refolution  prevailed,  and  his  country 
was  faved  from  the  yoke  of  the  invader.  And  if  con¬ 
fidence  in  a  fkilful,  brave  and  fortunate  commander^ 
can  carry  a  handful  to  victory  through  myriads  of 
foes,  what  has  the  chrillian  to  fear,  let  difficulties  and 
dangers  be  ever  fo  many,  ever  fo  great,  while  confcious 
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he  is  engaged  in  a  good  caufe,  and  that  he  is  follow¬ 
ing  u  the  Captain  of  Salvation  ?” 

We  proceed  to  view  the  character  and  behaviour 
of  Hannah  in  the  hour  of  fuccefs  and  profperity,  bleff- 
ed  with  the  anfwer  of  prayer,  and  exulting  in  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  the  pureft  delights,  and  in  performing  the 
moft  important  duties  of  life  and  religion. — May  our 
meditation  on  thefe  things  be  fweet  and  profitable ! 
Amen. 
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I  SAMUEL  1.  IQ - 23. 

And  they  arofe  up  in  the  morning  early ,  and  worfhipped 


before  the  Lord ,  and  returned ,  and  came  to  their  houfe 
to  Ramah ;  and  Elkanah  knew  Hannah  his  wife ,  and 
the  Lord  remembered  her .  Wherefore  it  came  to  pafs , 
when  the  time  was  come  about ,  after  Hannah  had  conceiv¬ 
ed ,  that  fhe  bare  a  fon ,  and  called  his  ?ia?ne  Samuel , 
faying ,  Becaufe  I  have  afked  him  of  the  Lord .  And  the 
man  Elkanah ,  and  all  his  houfe ,  m?2/  /0  offer  unt& 

the  Lord  the  yearly  facrifice ,  Aw  ^0^.  But  Han¬ 


nah  went  not  up  :  for  Jhe  faid  unto  her  hufband ,  /  will 
not  go  up  until  the  child  be  weaned ,  then  1  will 


bring  him ,  that  he  may  appear  before  the  Lord , 
there  forever .  yfoJ  Elkanah  her  hufband  faid 


unto  her ,  what  feemetb  thee  good  ;  tarry  until  thou 

have  weaned  him  ;  only  the  Lord  eflabliff  his  word . 
So  the  woman  abode ,  her  fon  fuck  until  Jhe 

weaned  him . 


1  HE  birth  of  a  child  is  an  event  of  much  importance 
to  thofe  who  are  immediately  concerned  in  it,  and  of 
much  importance  to  the  world.  It  is  natural  for  a 
man  to  wifh  that  his  family  fhould  be  built  up,  and 
his  name  tranfmittec  Every  child  is  an  acceffion  to 
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national  ftrength,  is  one  more  added  to  the  number 
of  rational,  immortal  beings,  is  a  new  difplay  of  the 
great  Creator’s  power,  wifdcm  and  goodnefs.  There 
he  dormant  the  precious  feeds  of  faculties  which  are 
one  day  to  aftonifh,  inftrudt  and  blefs  mankind. 
Thefe  infants,  a  few  years  hence,  are  to  be  the  pillars 
o f  the  date,  the  bulwarks  of  their  country,  the  glory 
of  the  church  of  Chrift.  That  young -one  {hall  by 
and  by  burft  through  the  obfcurity  of  his  birth,  and 
the  meannefs  of  his  condition  ;  {hall  become  eminent¬ 
ly  ufeful,  and  purchafe  a  name  which  ages  to  come 
fhall  pronounce  with  refpetl  and  efteem.  But  what 
is  it  to  be  known  and  diftinguiflied  among  men  ?  The 
period  approaches,  when  God  himfelf  {hall  in  the  face 
of  the  univerfe  acknowledge  the  lead  of  thefe  as  his 
foils,  and  feat  them  on  heavenly  thrones. 

It  is  natural  for  a  man  to  wifli.  his  family  built  up, 
and  for  a  good  w&man  to  wifli  the  name  and  virtues 
of  the  hufband  of  her  youth,  preferred  and  propagat¬ 
ed,  even  though  die  has  not  the  fond  defire,  the  flat¬ 
tering  hope,  of  being  a-,  mother  in,  IfraeL  But  the 
determinations  of  Providence  do  not  always  accord 
with  the  innocent  propenfities  of  the  human  heart, 
much  lefs  with  the  infatiate  demands  of  pride,  avarice 
and  ambition.  Even  the  wife,  the  amiable  and  the 
virtuous  are  vifited  with  this  fore  evil,  the  want  of 
children.  It  is  fometimes  the  calamity  of  thofe  who 
have  no  other  calamity.  It  demonltrates  the  imper- 
fedfion  of  human  blifs  ;  it  fpreads  a  field  for  the  exer- 
cife  of  refignation.  to  the  will  of  God  y  it  furniihes 
both  a  motive  and  a  fubject  for  prayer  :  for  we  can 
carry  with  confidence,  to  the  throne  of  grace,  many 
a  petition  which  we  fliouid  be  afraid  or  afhamed  of 
preferring  to  a  man  like  ourfelves.  Happy  is  the 
man,  happy  the  woman,  who  can  depofit  this  and  ev¬ 
ery  other  care  in  the  bofom  of  a  Father  in  heaven. 
She  may  fit  down  with  Hannah,  and  “  eat”  and  drink, 
**  and  be  no  more  fad.” 

We 


Lect.  XVIL  Hijlory  of  Hannah .  211 

We  are  this  evening  prefented  with  the  hiftory  of 
the  birth  and  infancy  of  one  of  thofe  illuftrious  chil¬ 
dren  whofe  fame  is  univerfally  known,  and  (hall  be  had 
in  everlafting  remembrance,  namely,  of  Samuel,  the 
prophet  of  the  Lord,  the  judge  of  Ifrael,  the  fetter  up 
and  the  terror  of  kings  ;  the  glory  of  his  own  age 
and  country  ;  and  the  morning-ftar  of  a  brighter 
day.  The  gift  of  this  precious  child  was  long  with¬ 
held,  that  it  might  be  more  devoutly  acknowledged, 
and  more  highly  prized.  Men  overlook  the  ordinary 
appearances  of  nature,  however  ftupendous  and  jftrik- 
ing.  In  order  therefore  to  roufe  them  to  attention, 
and  conftrain  them  to  obferve  the  finger  of  God,  the 
fiery  comet  is  made  to  glare  through  the  Iky,  and  the 
earth  (hakes  to  the  centre. 

The  bleding  was  fweetened  to  Hannah  by  every 
circumftance  that  can  affeft  the  fond  maternal  heart. 
A  child  to  one  who  had  long  been  affii&ed  with  bar- 
rennefs,  and  cruelly  infulted  on  that  account  ;  a  man- 
child,  the  anfwer  of  prayer  ;  the  power  of  performing 
for  her  darling  infant  the  fweetefl,  and  one  of  the  molt 
important,  maternal  duties  ;  and  the  cordial  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  father  in  all  her  prudent,  affe&ionate  and 
pious  purpofes ;  prefent  enjoyment,  and  blofloming 
profpects !  If  there  be  pure  and  perfect  blifs  on 
earth,  it  is  the  portion  of  fuch  a  woman,  in  fuch  a  fit- 
uation. 

44  The  Lord  remembered  her.”  Was  he  ever  un¬ 
mindful  or  unkind  ?  No,  he  delayed,  and  he  granted 
in  love.  How  much  it  concerns  thee,  O  man,  O  wom¬ 
an,  to  know  and  to  believe  this  !  What  can  recon¬ 
cile  thee  to  the  hardships  of  thy  lot,  but  the  perfuafion 
that  the  good  thou  defireft  is  denied  in  wifdom,  and 
the  load  that  oppreffes  thee  laid  on  by  the  hand  of  a 
Father  ?  Truft  in  the  Lord,  and  be  of  good  cheer  ; 
the  time  to  favour  thee  will  come  ;  44  the  Lord  will 
provide,”  44  the  Lord  will  remember  thee.” 

64  She  bare  a  fon,  and  called  his  name  Samuel/1' 
Gracious  is  the  correfpondence  between  a  devout  fpir- 
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it  and  approving,  aflenting  Heaven.  Behold  the 
prayer  of  faith  afcending  as  on  eagle’s  wings,  and 
reding  on  the  footftool  of  yonder  radiant  throne  ;  be¬ 
hold  the  good  andpeifect  gift  coming  down  in  return 
from  the  Father  of  lights.  Thus  the  vapours  exhaled 
from  the  briny  deep,  fall  back  in  copious  fhowers  to 
refrefh  and  fertilize  the  earth.  "What  a  holy  conten¬ 
tion  is  here  prefented  to  us !  The  pious  foul  driving 
with  God  in  fupplication,  in  praife,  in  obedience,  in 
faithfulnefs  ;  the  God  of  mercy  driving  with  the  meek 
and  humble  one  in  fhewing  kindnefs,  in  heaping  favour 
upon  favour.  Samuel ,  66  afked  and  given  of  God,55 
fhall  bear  to  the  lad  hour  of  his  life  the  memorial  of 
his  mother’s  fervent  importunity  at  the  throne  of 
grace,  and  of  God’s  hearing  her  in  the  time  of  need.  It 
fhall  ferve  forever  to  remind  himfelf  that  he  was  a 
gift  obtained  of  God  by  prayer,  and  devoted  to  God 
in  gratitude.  Every  tongue  that  pronounces,  every 
ear  that  hears  the  found,  fhall  be  admonifhed  of  the 
union  which  devotion  forms  and  maintains  between 
earth  and  heaven.  The  mother  names,  the  father 
affents,  God  approves,  and  time  confirms  the  nom¬ 
ination. 

Vvre  find  Elkanah  and  all  of  his  family,  who  were 
fit  for  the  journey,  again  on  the  road  to  Shiloh,  to 
celebrate  the  great  yearly  fedival,  after  the  birth  of 
his  fon.  The  bounties  of  Providence  bind  more  pow¬ 
erfully  the  duties  of  the  law  upon  the  heart  as  well  as 
upon  the  confcience,  and  thereby  render  religion  not 
only  a  reafonable,  but  a  pleafant  fervice.  The  pleaf- 
ure  of  waiting  upon  God,  in  the  ordinances  of  his  ap¬ 
pointment,  was  greatly  heightened  to  this  good  man, 
bv  the  company  of  thofe  whom  nature  had  endeared 
to  him.  The  length  and  inconvenience  of  the  road 
were  relieved,  and  fweetened,  and  fhortened,  by 
friendly  converfation,  and  mutual  offices  of  attention 
and  kindnefs.  The  bitternefs  of  drife  is  heard  no 
more.  The  facrifice  is  offered  up  with  greater  ardour, 

when  one  flame  of  affection  meets  another  in  prefent- 
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ing  it ;  and  the  feaft  of  peace  acquires  a  higher  relifh 
from  its  being  eaten  in  the  fpirit,  and  in  the  bonds  of 
love.  Social  worfhip,  as  has  been  obferved,  has  a 
moft  bleffed  effed  in  producing,  fupporting  and  improv¬ 
ing  focial  affe&ions.  The  tie  of  duty  is  ftrengthen- 
ed  between  hufband  and  wife  ;  the  bond  of  nature  be¬ 
tween  parent  and  child,  between  brother  and  brother, 
is  fortified  and  ennobled  by  going  together  to  the 
houfe  of  God,  and  returning  in  company  from  thence. 
The  eye  of  a  ftranger  is  caught  and  pleaded  with  the 
light  of  a  decent  family  on  their  road  to  the  temple. 
Your  prayers  arife  with  increafed  ardour  from  feeing 
your  children  around  you,  in  the  houfe  of  prayer  ; 
your  hearts  glow  with  a  holier  gratitude  when  you 
hear  their  voices  join  in  the  praifes  which  you  fing. 
Offence  has  been  given,  behold  it  loft,  and  forgotten 
forever,  becaufe  the  parties  have  bowed  their  knees  to¬ 
gether  before  God,  and  pronounced  together  the  pe¬ 
tition  of  reconciliation  and  peace.  “  Heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther,  forgive  our  treftpaffes  as  we  forgive  them  who 
trefpafs  againft  us.”  Common  mercies  have  been 
received  ;  fee  how  they  increafe  and  multiply,  fee 
with  what  additional  fatisfaftion  they  are  felt  and  en¬ 
joyed,  while  the  notes  of  thankfgiving  afeead  from 
hearts  and  lips  in  unifon.  Common  diftrefs  preffes  j 
lo,  the  burthen  is  already  made  light,  the  mourners 
have  been  together  before  the  Father  of  mercies,  the 
refuge  of  the  miferable ;  they  have  poured  out  their 
hearts  before  God,  and  are  lightened  ;  they  have  caft 
all  their  care  upon  him,  and  are  at  reft. 

Chriftians,  you  have  no  painful  and  expenfive  jour¬ 
ney  to  undertake,  in  order  to  prefent  yourfelves  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord.  Your  Shiloh  is  at  home.  Of  you  no 
coftly  facrifice  is  demanded  ;  “  Offer  unto  the  Lord 
thankfgiving,  and  pay  your  vows  unto  the  Moft  High  ; 
and  call  upon  him  in  the  day  of  trouble.”  Chriftfan 
parent,  Providence  has  made  thee  prieft  to  that  little 
church  and  congregation  ;  bear  them,  as  Aaron  did 
the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael,  engraven  like  jewels  upon 
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thy  heart,  to  the  moil  holy  place ;  to  the  altar  of  iu- 
cenfe. 

u  But  Hannah  went  not  up  ;  for  (he  faid  unto  her 
hufband,  Not  until  the  child  be  weaned.”  Every  duty 
of  life  and  of  religion  has  its  proper  place  and  leafon. 
God  hath  faid,  and  the  great  Teacher  feat  from  God, 
hath  by  both  precept  and  practice  eftablifhed  the  word, 
<c  I  will  have  mercy  and  not  facrifice.”  The  religion 
which  makes  light  of  relative  duty,  which  teaches 
carelefsnefs  or  neglect  in  our  lawful  worldly  concerns, 
and  withdraws  men  from  their  place  and  ftation  in  fo- 
ciety,  is  miftaken  and  erroneous ;  it  is  not  the  relig¬ 
ion  of  the  Bible  ;  it  has  neither  authority  nor  example 
to  fupport  it.  That  man  is  doing  God  fervice,  who  la¬ 
bours  in  his  vocation,  that  he  may  have  wherewith  to 
do  juftly,  and  to  fhew  mercy  ;  not  he  who  is  flothfui 
in  bufinefs,  but  eager  in  argument,  and  who  gives 
himfelf  to  Speculating,  when  he  ought  to  be  working 
with  his  hands.  That  woman  is  performing  a  relig¬ 
ious  fervice,  who  is  looking  tvell  to  her  houfehold ; 
giving  fuck  to  one  child  and  inftruction  to  another* 
praftifing  induftry  and  economy  ;  not  (he  who  is  for¬ 
ever  rambling  after  favourite  dogmas  or  favourite 
teachers ;  aiming  at  fhining  in  the  church,  when  file 
ought  to  be  fhining  in  her  mod  honourable  fphere, 
her  own  houfe ;  and  engaging  warmly  in  matters  of 
doubtful  deputation,  while  the  food  and  cloathing  of 
her  family  are  neglected.  •  Who  can  call  in  queltion 
the  piety  of  Hannah  ?  And  furely  her  abfenting  herfelf 
from  the  feaft  at  Shiloh,  on  fo  juft  an  occafion,  wilf 
not  be  deemed  an  impeachment  of  it. 

But  though  the  hiftory  has  led  me  to  make  thefe 
remarks,  perhaps,  in  our  day,  they  might  have  been 
fpared.  Have  I  not  been  combating  a  miftake  into 
which  neither  the  men  nor  the  women  of  the  prefent 
age  are  greatly  difpofed  to  fall  ?  Ought  I  not  rath- 
!&t  to  caution  my  hearers  againft  the  prevalence  of  a 
Worldly  fpirit,  to  the  Extinction  not  only  of  the  foul, 

but  ,to  the  neglect  of  the  very  form  of  religion  ? 

5  What, 
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What,  warn  this  generation  againft  “  the  danger  of 
being  religious  over-much?”  What,  warn  them -of 
the  importance  of  attending  to,  and  purfuing  their 
temporal  interelt  ?  What,  caution  them  againft  iic- 
Guenting  the  temple,  on  working  days,  when  they  will 
not  be  diverted  from  the  purfuit  of  bufmefs  or  pleas¬ 
ure  on  the  Lord’s  day  ?  1  was  in  the  wrong  ;  and  I 
change  the  objedt  of  my  exhortation.  10  you,  O 
men,  I  call,  who,  abforbed  in  frivolous,  tranfitory  oc¬ 
cupations,  forget  that  “  one  thing  is  needful  to 
you,  who, .wallowing  in  the  bounties  of  an  indulgent 
Providence,  regard  not  the  hand  from  which  all  your 
comforts  flow  ;  to  you,  who,  rifing  into  a  little 
wealth,  a  little  hope,  a  little  confequence,  have  loft 
the  recolleftion  of  your  having  once  been  needy,  and 
obfcure  and  unimportant  ;  and,  what  is  infinitely 
worfe,  have  loft  the  recollection  and  the^  praftice  of 
that  humility,  and  decency,  and  piety,  which  poverty 
and  obfcurity,  and  dependence  taught  and  enforced. 

To  you,  O  women,  I  calk  who,  without  a  fiiadow 
of  reafon  ;  who,  in  the  face  of  decency  and  propriety  , 
who,  in  defiance  of  both  feeling  and  confidence  ;  who, 
entrufted  with  the  education  of  children,  female  chil¬ 
dren,  feel  not  the  importance  of  the  charge,  or  are  not 
aware  of  the  influence  of  example  ;  can  difpenfe  with 
the  very  externals  of  godlinefs,  can  become  the  patterns 
of  fabbath  negled  or  violation  ;  can  trifle  with  may 
thing  that  arfeds  the  morals  or  religion  of  the  rifing 
generation.  To  you  I  call,  and  fay,  you  are  treasuring 
up  for  yourfelves  remorfe  ;  and  for  thefe  young  ones, 
whom  you  dearly  love,  fhame,  and  forrow,  and  diflreis. 
What  is  the  lot  of  a  female,  without  the  confolations 
of  religion  ;  and  how  is  a  young  woman  to  learn  re¬ 
ligion  if  not  from  her  own  mother  ?  Let  me  remind 
you  of  what  you  once  thought,  felt  and  refolved.  You 
carried  that  child  with  uneafinefs  and  anxiety  in  your 
womb  ;  you  formed  a  thoufand  fond  willies,  you  put 
up  a  thoufand  prayers,  you  came  under  a  thoufand  en¬ 
gagements.  You  employed  not  perhaps  the  very 

words 
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words  of  Hannah,  but  undoubtedly  you  entered  en¬ 
tirely  into  her  views,  and  the  fruit  of  the  womb  was 
to  be  “  holinefs  to  the  Lord.”  Well,  God  has  been 
gracious  to  thee,  and  remembered  thee.  Thou  haft 
iurvived  the  danger,  and  been  delivered  from  the  pangs 
of  child-birth.  You  have  enjoyed  the  fatisfafticn  of 
training  the  beloved  of  your  foul  through  the  dan¬ 
gers,  difficulties  and  folicitude  of  infancy  and  child¬ 
hood.  God  has  gracioufly  done  his  part,  and  you 
have  fo  far  performed  yours.  But  did  your  engage¬ 
ments  ceafe,  when  the  infant  was  weaned  ?  Did  you 
rear  that  tender  plant  with  fo  much  anxiety,  tender- 
nefs  and  care,  only  to  poifon  and  corrupt  it,  after  it 
had  begun  to  take  root,  and  bud,  and  bloffom  ?  Know 
you  not,  that  the  inconfideration  and  folly  of  a  day 
may  deftroy  the  pains  and  labour  of  many  years  ;  and 
that  the  eyes  of  children  are  much  quicker  and  more 
retentive  than  their  ears  ? 

Happy  that  daughter  who  is  betimes  formed  to 
habits  of  difcretion,  of  purity,  of  regularity,  of  piety, 
by  the  tender  guardian  and  guide  of  her  early  days  ! 
Happy  that  mother  whofe  attention  is  bent  on  infuf- 
ing  betimes,  in  her  female  offspring  at  leaft,  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  wifdom,  virtue,  and  true  godlinefs  $  who 
is  honoured  to  exemplify  what  fhe  teaches,  and  is 
bleffed  with  a  docile,  affe&ionate,  and  improving  dif- 
ciple ! 

The  manner  in  which  Elkanah  and  Hannah  live  and 
converfe  together,  is  exemplary  and  inftruftive.  *  They 
have  one  common  intereft  ;  they  have  one  darling  ob¬ 
ject  of  affection  ;  they  exprefs  one  and  the  fame  will, 
in  terms  of  mutual  kindnefs  and  endearment.  “  She 
faid  unto  her  hufband,  I  will  not  go  up  until  the  child 
be  weaned,  and  then  I  will  bring  him,  that  he  may  ap¬ 
pear  before  the  Lord,  and  there  abide  forever.  And 
Elkanah  her  hufband  faid  unto  her,  Do  what  feemeth 
thee  good,  tarry  until  thou  have  weaned  him,  only  the 
Lord  eftabliih  his  word.  So  the  woman  abode,  and 
gave  her  fori  fuck  until  ffie  had  weaned  him,” 

There 
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There  was  in  all  this  a  commanding  principle  of 
religion,  of  zeal  for  the  will  and  glory  of  God,  which 
regulated  the  fpirit,  and  infpired  the  tongue  ;  without 
which,  I  am  afraid  there  is  but  a  (lender  fecurity  for 
domeftic  felicity  in  the  exercife  of  even  good  nature 
and  good  manners,  much  lei's  in  a  mere  fenfe  of  de¬ 
cency,  or  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the  world.  Hide 
may  overawe  at  particular  feafons  and  in  particular 
lituations  ;  but  the  fear  and  love  of  God  are  pe.  ma- 
nent  and  unvarying  principles  ;  they  enforce  and  al- 
fiff  relative  dutv  till  it  grows  into  a  habit,  anti  habit  1  Gil¬ 
ders  even  difficult  things  eaiy  and  agreeaole. 

Samuel,  who  is  his  own  biographer,  has  molt  judi- 
cioully  drawn  a  veil  over  his  infancy.  Childilh  prog- 
noltics  of  future  eminence  are  generally  ridiculous 
and  contemptible ;  they  can  impole  only  on  the  par¬ 
tiality  of  parental  affection,  or  the  credulity  of  fuper- 
ftition.  The  cynic  fnarls  difdain  at  the  relation  of 
thefe  premature  prodigies  of  dawning  wildom,  and  the 
fage  fmiles  indulgence  and  compaihon  on  the  fond  be¬ 
lief.  Let  parents,  by  all  means,  amufe,  delight  thern- 
felves  and  each  other  with  the  fallies  of  infant,  open¬ 
ing  genius,  but  let  them  keep  the  delight  to  them- 
felves.  It  is  one  of  the  joys  in  which  “  a  ftranger  in- 
termeddleth  not.” 

In  the  next  Lefture  we  lhall  be  led  forward  to  con- 
fider  the  prefentment  of  Samuel  before  the  Lord  in 
Shiloh  ;  the  facrifice  which  accompanied  that  folemn 
ceremony  ;  the  farther  difeovery  of  the  amiable  and 
excellent  fpirit  by  which  the  mother  was  a&uated ; 
and  the  infant  prophet’s  entrance  on  his  important 
office. 

— Behold  once  more,  chriftians,  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy  ftill  pointing  to  one  and  the  fame  great  ob¬ 
ject.  The  perfons  and  circumftances  of  the  prophets 
were  various;  but  amidlt  that  variety,  feme  one  itrik- 
ing  feature  of  character,  office  or  condition  announced 
“  Him  that  was  to  come,”  more  clearly  or  more  ob- 
fcurely  reflected  his  image,  and  “  prepared  the  way  of 
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i.he  Lord.  I  he  tongues  of  the  prophets  are  many  ; 
but  tney  all  fpeak  the  fame  language,  they  all  pro- 
nounce  one  name.  1  he  periods  of  their  exiftence  and 
predictions  were  widely  remote  ;  but  all  meet  in  one 
central  point  of  light,  in  one  aufpicious  inftant,  “  the 
fulnefs  or  time,  in  one  illuftrious  perfonage,  ccto  whom 
all  give  witnefs,”  in  one  commanding  cc  purpofe  and 
grace” — the  falvation  of  the  world.  “  God,  who  at 
lundry  times  and  in  .divers  manners  fpake  in  time 
pall  unto  the  fathers,  by  the  prophets,  hath  in  thefe 
Lift  days  fpoken  unto  us  by  his  Son,  whom  he  hath 
appointed  heir  of  all  things,  by  whom  alfo  he  made 
the  worlds  ;  w'ho  being  the  brightnefs  of  his  glory, 
and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon,  and  upholding 
all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power,  when  he  had  by 
himfelf  purged  our  fins,  fat  down  on  the  right  hand  of 
the  Majefty  on  high.”*  Behold  all  created  glory 
thus  ablorbed  in  one  glorious,  divine  perfon,  “  who 
is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  all.”  “  Where¬ 
fore  Goa  atio  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given 
him  a  name  which  is  above  every  name  ;  that  at  the 
name  of  Jefus  every  knee  Ihould  bow,  of  things  in  heav¬ 
en,  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth  : 

,  and  that  every  tongue  Ihould  confefs  that  Jefus  Chrift 
is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.”! 

*  Heb.  i.  i — 3.  J  Phil.  ii.  9— 11, 
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And ’when  floe  had  weaned  him,  Jhs  took  him  up  with 
her ,  with  three  bullocks ,  and  one  ephah  of  flour,  and  a 
bottle  of  wine,  and  brought  him  unto  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord  in  Shiloh.  And  the  child  was  young.  And  they 
flew  a  bullock,  and  brought  the  child  to  Eli.  And  floe 
flaid,  0  my  Lord,  as  thy  foul  liveth,  my  Lord,  I  am  the 
woman  that  flood  by  thee  here,  praying  unto  the  Lord. 
For  this  child  I  prayed  ;  and  the  Lord  hath  given  me  my 
petition  which  I  afked  of  him.  Therefore  alfo  I  have 
lent  him  to  the  Lord  as  long  as  he  liveth  ;  he  floall  be 
lent  to  the  Lord.  And  he  worfloipped  the  Lord  there. 

“Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of 
him,  and  the  fon  of  man,  that  thou  vifiteft  him  ?”  Ev¬ 
ery  ferious  reflection  on  the  nature,  and  perfections, 
and  works  of  God,  fuggefts  this  rapturous  meditation 
of  the  holy  pfalmift.  Every  view  of  Deity  is  at  once 
humiliating  and  encouraging  to  the  foul.  We  fecm 
to  fhrink  into  nothing,  while  we  contemplate  the  re¬ 
gions  of  unbounded  fpace  -,  while  the  eye  wanders 
from  orb  to  orb  ;  and  the  mind  lofes  itfelf  in  calcu¬ 
lating  their  number,  diftances,  magnitude,  lullre  and 

harmony  ; 
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harmony  ;  while  imagination  wings  its  daring  flight 
to  the  world  of  l’pirits,  and  furveys  myriads  of  angels 
adoring  before  the  throne  of  the  Mod  High  ;  and 

*Ve  juft  men  made  perfect”  rejoicing 

4<:  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  fuii  of  glory.”  But  man 
riles  into  greatnefs  and  importance,  when  we  reflect 
that  u  God  created  him  in  his  own  image  that  eter¬ 
nal  FiQvidence  exercifes  an  unremitting  folicitude 
about  nim  j  and  that  for  his  redemption  the  Son  of 
God  buffered  and  died. 

The  little  concerns  of  individuals,  and  of  private 
families,  acquire  value  and  dignity  when  we  confider 
them  as  1  tamped  with  the  feal  of  omnipotence,  as  the 
operation  of  infinite  wifdom,  as  links  in  the  great 
chain  of  divine  adminiftration,  and  as  extending  their 
influence  to  eternity.  But  deflroy  this  connexion, 
and  wre  perceive  only  a  ftrange  and  unaccountable 
feene  of  vanity,  folly  and  confufion. 

The  holy  feriptures,  which  exhibit  the  juftefl:  rep- 
refentation,  and  enable  us  to  form  the  juftefl:  eftimate 
of  human  life,  keep  this  continual  interpofition  and 
commanding  influence  of  Divine  Providence  conftantly 
in  view.  We  meet  with  domeftic  feelings  and  occur¬ 
rences  exactly  fimilar  to  our  own,  and  we  find  a  proof 
that  the  Bible  is  the  word  of  God,  in  our  own  perfen- 
al,  daily  experience. 

I  he  tranfadtions  which  led  to  the  feene  reprefented 
in  the  pafiage  now  read,  have  been  too  recently  fub- 
mitted  co  your  notice,  to  need  repetition.  In  the  fpir- 
it  and  deportment  of  Elkanah  and  Hannah  to  each 
other,  we  have  an  ufeful  example  of  conjugal  compla¬ 
cency  and  affection.  In  the  character  of  Hannah,  we 
behold  the  feelings  of  the  woman  fweetly  blended  with 
the  piety  of  the  faint ;  and  the  child  of  borrow  feek- 
ing  and  finding  refuge  in  the  power  and  mercy  of 
God.  W e  are  now  to  contemplate  one  of  the  molt 
pleating  objedts  that  human  life  prefents— a  good  and 
honeft  heart  in  pofleliion  of  its  wifli,  and  making  the 
proper  ufe  of  the  expected  blefiing  ;  the  fpirit  of  pray- 
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er  changed  into  the  fpirit  of  praife,  and  vows  formed 
in  the  hour  of  diltreis  faithfully  performed. 

Let  our  firft  meditations  turn  on  the  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  of  that  great  Being,  who  has  eftablilhed  hu¬ 
man  felicity  on  fuch  a  folid  foundation  ;  or  rather  has 
drawn  it  from  fo  many  combined  fources.  How  man¬ 
ifold  and  how  tender,  in  particular,  are  the  ties  which 
unite  a  mother  and  her  fon  ?  She  carried  him  in  her 
womb  with  folicitude  and  uneafinefs,  and  brought 
him  into  the  world  at  the  hazard  of  her  life.  She 
fultained  his  infant  days  with  the  blood  ol  her  own 
veins,  and  Humber  was  a  ftranger  to  her  eyes,  that  he 
might  fleep  in  tranquillity.  The  firft  object  which  he 
diftinguilhed  was  the  fmiling  face  of  his  guardian  an¬ 
gel,  the  firft  found  that  ftruck  his  opening  ear  was  the 
murmur  of  maternal  afteCtion :  the  firft  idea  he  form¬ 


ed  was  that  of  feeking  refuge  from  want,  and  pain, 
and  danger  in  the  fond  bofom  of  a  parent.  The  very 
anguilh  and  trouble  which  Ihe  endured  on  his  account, 
but  endear  him  the  more  to  her ;  a  fenfe  of  early,  af- 
fured  protection  “  grows  with  his  growth,  and 
{Lengthens  with  his  ftrength,”  and  forms  a  bond  of 
mutual  attachment,  which  on  one  fide  is  hardly  to  be 
diffolved,  and  on  the  other,  is  one  of  the  moil  power¬ 
ful  fecurities  againft  the  inroads  of  vice,  and  is  the  laft 
convulfive  grafp  cf  expiring  virtue. 

Nature  has  laid  upon  you,  mothers,  the  heaviell 
and  moft  important  part  of  education.  The  good  or 
the  evil  is  already  done,  before  the  child  is  taken  out 
of  your  hands.  Happily  the  weaknefs  of  your  confti- 
tution  is  (Lengthened  and  upheld  for  the  arduous  talk, 
by  the  force  of  affection,  and  your  very  labour  thereby 
is  rendered  your  delight.  And,  O  how  glorious  is 
your  reward  !  you  defire,  you  can  defire  none  higher, 
than  to  fee  your  fon,  the  lbn  of  your  womb,  the  fon 
of  your  vows,  remembering  and  nractifing  the  early 

J  *  O  1  O  J 

leffons  which  his  mother  taught  him. 

How  happy  was  Eli  in  having  for  a  pupil,  a  child 
fuckled,  and  weaned,  and  inftrufted  in  early  life,  by  a 

Hannah  i 


1222  Hiftory  of  Hannah .  Lect.  XVIII. 

Hannah  !  How  great  the  goodnefs  of  the  compaffion- 
ate  and  merciful  Father  of  all,  who  by  means  fo  fimple, 
fo  pleafant ,  fo  powerful,  fo  effectual,  make&  conftant 
provifion  for  the  comfort,  the  protection  and  the  im¬ 
provement  of  man ! 

Let  us  proceed  to  meditate,  for  a  moment  en  the 
amiable  and  inftructive  pattern  here  fet  before  us,  of 
a  faithful  and  obedient  heart.  Diftrefs  naturally  dic¬ 
tates  wifhes,  and  prayers,  and  vows  ;  it  makes  us  fen- 
fible  of  fubje&ion  and  dependence ;  but  when  the 
bleffing  is  obtained,  the  load  removed,  and  the  hour 
of  performance  come,  men  are  as  forgetful  and  as 
niggardly  as  once  they  were  attentive  and  liberal. 
Ten  lepers  were  cleanfed,  but  “  where  are  the  nine  V9 
Has  one  only  returned  to  give  thanks  ?  Ingratitude  is 
one  of  thole  crimes  which  no  man  is  either  bold  or  de¬ 
praved  enough  to  defend,  but  with  which  all  men  are 
juftly  chargeable.  How  few  earthly  benefactors  but 
have  reafon  to  complain  of  an  ungracious  return  ? 
How  few  parents  but  have  that  bitternefs  of  bitternefs, 
filial  ingratitude,  mingled  in  their  cup  ?  How  verily 
guilty  is  a  whole  “  world  lying  in  wickednefs,”  before 
God,  in  this  refpeCt  ?  There  is  really  no  merit  in 
gratitude,  but  what  arifes  from  its  rarity  ;  and  that 
rarity  ftamps  it  one  of  the  higheft  of  moral  virtues. 
Would  it  be  doing  injuftice  to  the  other  lex,  to  fay, 
that  gratitude  is  a  quality  more  frequently  to  be  found 
in  the  female  character  ?  I  have  no  hefitation  in  af¬ 
firming,  that  it  is  one  of  the  moft  powerful  attractions 
in  any  character,  and  that  all  other  attractions  what¬ 
ever  are  good  for  nothing  without  it. 

We  obierved  formerly  in  the  conduCt  of  Hannah  a 
happy  mixture  of  piety  and  prudence.  While  the 
ftate  of  her  child  confined  her  to  Mount  Ephraim,  it 
would  have  been  the  reverie  of  a  religious  fervice  to 
repair  to  the  feaft  at  Shiloh ;  when  he  could  with 
fafety  be  removed  to  the.  place  of  God’s  prefence,  to 
keep  him  back  had  been  unfaithfulnefs  and  impiety. 
Prudence  without  piety  will  quickly  degenerate  into 

feifilhnefe 
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felfiftinefs  and  the  love  of  this  world  ;  will  harden  the 
heart,  and  lull  the  confcience  afleep.  Piety  without 
prudence  will  infpire  pride  and  intolerance  ;  will  lead 
to  idlenefs  and  irregularity  in  conduct ;  and,  out  of 
an  affeCted  zeal  for  the  firft  table  of  the  law,  will  erafe 
the  characters  of  the  fecond,  or  through  negligence 
and  difufe,  fuffer  them  to  be  disfigured  by  filth,  or 
corrupted  and  impaired  by  ruft,  fo  as  to  become  at 
length  wholly  illegible.  Where  piety  and  prudence 
are  found  united,  the  love  of  God  and  man  will  per-' 
feCtly  confift ;  both  tables  of  the  law  will  be  equally 
clear  and  diftinCt,  and  their  combined  influence  will 
inflruCt  the  perfon  by  whom  it  is  felt  and  underltood,. 
to  “  ufe  the  world  fo  as  not  to  abufe  it.” 

At  length  the  time  of  prefenting  herfelf  before  the 
Lord,  and  of  performing  her  vow  arrives.  The  prec¬ 
ious  child  muff  be  no  longer  her’s,  but  God’s.  And 
did  he  indeed  ceafe  to  be  the  parents,  by  being  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  Moll  High  ?  Surely  no,  he  became  theirs 
by  a  firmer  and  more  facred  tie,  they  have  an  interefl 
in  him  unknown,  unfelt  before.  Their  treafure  has 
acquired  infinite  value  from  the  place  in  which  it  is 
depofited ;  and  attendance  at  God’s  altar  has  confer¬ 
red  nobility  on  the  little  Levite,  which  all  the  pof- 
feilions  on  Mount  Ephraim  could  not  countervail. 

Hannah  prefented  herfelf  before  the  Lord  at  a  for¬ 
mer  folemnity  with  bitter  crying  and  tears ;  fire 

went  forth  then  weeping,  bearing  precious  feed,  fire 
cometh  again  rejoicing,  bringing  her  fheaves  with 
her  ;  for  they  that  fow.  in  tears  fhall  reap  in  joy.5'" 
She  prefents  herfelf  before  the  Lord,  but  neither  with, 
a  contracted  heart  nor  an  empty  hand.  The  law  de¬ 
manded  for  God  the  firfTbom  of  every  creature. 
The  whole  tribe  of  which  Samuel  was  a  fen,  was  ac¬ 
cepted  in  place  of  the  frrft-born  of  all  Ifrael,  and  the 
firft-bom  of  her  family  might  be  redeemed  by  the 
fubftitution  of  a  victim.  Thus  clearly  was  the  fpirit 
of  the  gofpel  inculcated  by  the  inftitutions  of  the 


law 


and  the  doCtrine  of  the  atonement  through  the 

blood: 


224  Hijlory  of  Hannah.  Lect.  XVIIL 

blood  of  the  “  Lamb  flain  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,”  was  taught  unto  them  as  it  is  taught  unto 
us.  Throughout  we  fee  the  innocent  fuffering  for 
the  guilty  ;  from  the  facrifice  of  Abel  down  to  the 
facrifice  on  Mount  Calvary,  of  “  the  juft  fuffering  for 
the  unjuft,  that  he  might  bring  us  unto  God.” 

With  what  mixed  emotions  muft  an  Ifraelitifh  par¬ 
ent,  of  any  fenfibility,  have  prefented  this  facrifice  ? 
Behold  the  darling  child,  the  ftrft-born  led  to  the  altar, 
but  not  to  bleed  and  die  :  no,  that  innocent  lamb, 
that  bullock  in  the  prime  of  life,  is  to  bleed  and  die 
in  his  ftead  ;  and,  mournful  to  refleft,  though  relig¬ 
ion  does  not  now  demand  fuch  facrifices,  neceffity 
and  the  appetites  of  men  conftantly  require  them,  and 
we  behold  the  whole  brute  “  creation  groaning  and 
travelling  in  pain  together,”  to  perform  the  drudgery, 
minifter  °to  the  pleafure,  or  with  their  flefh  to  fatisfy 
the  need  of  a  creature  much  more  criminal  than  them- 
felves  ;  and,  as  if  that  were  too  little,  fubjefted  to  the 
cruelty  and  caprice  of  rational  beings,  become  greater 
brutes  than  themfelves. 

With  the  confidence  of  true  goodnefs  Hannah  now 
addreffes  Eli,  and  reminds  him  of  what  he  had  proba¬ 
bly  forgotten,  but  was  of  too  much  moment  to  her- 
feif  ever  to  be  permitted  to  fall  into  oblivion.  Eli 
had  only  feen  her  lips  move,  but  heard  not  the  words 
fhe  pronounced ;  and  the  violent  emotion  in  which 
lhe  was,  had  conveyed  very  foul  fufpicions  to  his 
mind.  Thefe,  with  the  dignity  and  calmnefe  of  con- 
feious  innocence,  fhe  repelled  ;  and  aftured  him  in 
p-eneral  terms  that  what  he  had  unkincily  midemen 
for  the  effect  of  wine,  was  the  agitation  of  an  ailliCted 
foirit,  pouring  out  its  anguilh  before  God  ^  but  the 
fubjeft  of  her  prayer  fire  ftill  kept  within  her  own 
breaft.  There  "was  then  no  witnefs  of  her  vow  but 
God  and  her  own  confidence  ;  and  that  was  enough  ; 
l't  was  recorded  in  heaven  \  and  an  noneft  mind  ui 
find  itfelf  equally  bound  by  a  refolution  formed  in  fe- 

cret  as  by  an  oath  adminiftered  in  the  face  of  an  affera- 
’  1  bled 
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bled  world.  With  what  holy  exultation  does  (he 
now  declare  her  engagement,  exhibit  the  facred  pledge 
of  it,  and  proceed  to  the  public  and  folemn  difcharge 
of  it !  “  She  brought  the  child  to  Eli,  and  faid,  O  my 
lord,  as  thy  foul  liveth,  my  lord,  I  am  the  woman  that 
ftood  by  thee  here,  praying  unto  the  Lord.  For  this 
child  I  prayed  ;  and  the  Lord  hath  given  me  my  peti¬ 
tion  which  I  afked  of  him.”*  How  fweetly  affe&ing 
are  the  effufions  of  nature,  when  aided  and  animated 
by  devotion  !  How  religion  ennobles  and  dignifies  ev¬ 
ery  character,  how  it  places  every  other  quality  in  its 
faireft  and  moft  favourable  point  of  view !  How  well 
it  is  adapted  to  every  feafon  and  fituation  of  life  !  It 
was  this  which  fortified  Hannah  againfl  the  bitter  in¬ 
ful  ts  and  reproaches  of  her  mercilefs  adverfary,  and 
preferved  her  from  rendering  railing  for  railing.  It 
was  this  which  taught  her  felf-government,  fo  that 
Ihe  difturbed  not  the  folemnity  of  the  feaft  with  wom- 
anifh  complaints,  but  covered  a  forrowful  heart  with  a 
ferene  countenance.  It  was  this  which  carried  her  to 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  for  light,  comfort  and  relief.  It 
was  this  which  carried  her  with  reputation  and  advan¬ 
tage  through  the  firfl  duties  of  a  mother  ;  and  exhib¬ 
ited,  in  one,  the  affectionate  wife,  the  tender  parent, 
the  devout  worfhipper.  This  filled  her  heart  and 
infpired  her  tongue,  in  prefenting  her  offering,  in  ad- 
dreffing  the  high-pried,  in  railing  her  fong  of  praife. 
And  this  will  communicate  luftre,  value  and  import¬ 
ance  on‘  every  female  character,  whether  known  to 
the  world,  or  overlooked  by  it  ;  in  the  fecrecy  of  the 
family,  or  in  the  celebrity  of  the  temple.  There  is 
a  God  who  “  feeth  in  fecret,  and  will  reward  openly.” 

Eli  repeats  a  cordial  Amen  to  her  pious  purpofe, 
accepts  the  precious  trufc  committed  unto  him,  and 
bends  his  knees  in  joyful  acknowledgment  of  that 
God  who  had  been  multiplying  his  mercy  to  this  fam¬ 
ily,  and  building  up  the  houfe  of  Ifrael.  And  it  is 
not  long  before  he  finds  that  this  young  Nazarene 
Vol.  VI.  P  '  "  was 
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was  provided  of  God,  and  inftrudedof  his  mother,  to 
redify  the  diforders  of  his  own  houfe,  and  to  fupply 
the  place  of  a  degenerate  race  of  priefts,  ripe  for  de¬ 
ft  ruction  and  doomed  to  it,  and  ready  to  bring  down 
a  “fathers  grey  hairs  with  forrow  to  the  grave.” 

Hannah’s  fong  of  praife,  which  follows  at  length  in 
the  opening  of  the  next  chapter,  merits,  on  many  ac¬ 
counts,  a  feparate  and  particular  confideration.  It 
poffeffes  all  the  majefty,  grace  and  beauty  of  ancient 
oriental  poetry.  It  is  one  of  the  happieft  effufions  of 
an  excellent  female  heart  labouring  under  a  grateful 
fenfe  of  the  higheft  obligations.  It  prefents  and  im- 
preffes  fome  of  the  jufteft  and  moll  interefling  views 
of  Divine  Providence,  and,  what  is  above  all,  it  dif- 
clofes  one  of  the  cleared  and  molt  diftind  profpeds  of 
the  coming,  perfon  and  charader  of  MeJJiah ,  the 
Prophet  of  prophets.  King  of  kings,  Lord  of  lords. 
Yes,  chriftians,  for  this  prophetefs  was  referved  the 
honour  of  ftrft  pronouncing  in  facred  fong,  that 
£C  name  which  is  as  ointment  poured  forth,”  which 
angels  mention  with  wonder  and  reverence,  and  which 
the  whole  company  of  the  redeemed  (hall  one  day 
proclaim  with  “  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory 
Me  ssi ah  the  anointed  of  the  Lord— whom  the  world 
fo  long  expeded,  who  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  appeared, 
whom  unbelieving  Jews  refufed  to  acknowledge  ; 
whom  they  defpifed,  rejeded,  crucified,  and  put  to 
death  ;  whom  u  God  has  exalted  a  Prince  and  Saviour 
to  give  repentance  and  the  remiflion  of  fins  ;”  to  whofe 
fecond  coming  the  courfe  of  nature,  the  evolutions  of 
providence,  the  hopes  and  fears  of  every  heart  of  man, 
the  earned:  expedation  of  the  creature,  and  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  God  in  fcripture,  all,  all  diredly  point. 

The  next  Ledure  will  be  an  attempt  to  illuftrate, 
and  pradically  to  improve  Hannah’s  fong  of  praiie. 
May  we  bring  to  it  a  portion  of  that  fpirit  which  in- 
fpired  the  lips  of  her  who  fung,  and  direded  the  pen 
of  him  who  wrote.  Let  me  conclude  the  prefent, 

with  calling  on  every  one  prefent,  to  recoiled  perfonal 

obligations. 
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obligations,  and  to  walk  fuitably  to  them.  Call  to 
remembrance  vows  formed  on  a  bed  of  languifhing, 
in  the  hour  of  difficulty,  in  the  inftant  of  danger,  at  the 
table  of  the  Lord  ;  and  thankfully  pay  them  :  as 
knowing  that  “  it  is  better  not  to  vow,  than  to  vow  % 
and  not  to  pay.” 

Defire  more  earneftly  the  beft  gifts  ;  ipiritual,  heav¬ 
enly,  eternal  bleffings.  By  all  means,  in  your  vows, 
ftipulate  for  your  portion  o i  prefent  and  temporal  good 
things,  faying  with  Jacob,  If  God  will  be  with  me, 
and  will  keep  me  in  this  way  that  I  go,  and  will  give 
me  bread  to  eat,  and  raiment  to  put  on,  fo  that  1 
come  again  to  my  father’s  houfe  in  peace,  then  lhall 
the  Lord  be  my  God;”* — and  with  Hannah,  pouring 
out  the  bitternefs  of  an  oppreffed  heart  before  God, 
and  begging  relief  of  the  Father  of  mercies-,  faying, 

«  O  Lord  of  Hofts,  if  thou  wilt  indeed  look  on  the 
affliction  of  thine  handmaid,  and  remember  me,  and 
not  forget  thine  handmaid.”  But  forget  not  withal, 
to  ftipulate,  with  Solomon,  for  “  an  underftanding 
heart,”  to  prize  and  to  improve  mercies  already  be¬ 
llowed  ;  and  with  jabez,  calling  on  the  God  of  Ifrael, 

'  faying,  “  Oh  that  thou  wouldeft  blefs  me  indeed,— 
and  that  thine  hand  might  be  with  me,  and  that  thou 
wouldeft  keep  me  from  evil  that  it  may  not  grieve 
me.” 

Hannah  promifed  to  devote  to  the  Lord  the  child 
which  fhould  be  given  her  ;  and  ye  have  folemnly 
engaged  to  yield  yourfelves  unto  God  ;  and  “  ye  are 
not  your  own,  for  ye  are  bought  with  a  price.”  66  I 
befeech  you  therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of 
God,  that  ye  prefent  your  bodies  a  living  facrifice, 
holy,  acceptable  unto  God,  which  is  your  reafonabie 
fervice.  And  be  not  conformed  to  this  world  :  but 
be  ye  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your  mind, 
that  ye  may  prove  what  is  that  good  and  acceptable 
and  perfect  will  of  God.”f 

A  1 

*  Gen.  xxviii.  20,  21.  f  Rom.  xii.  1,  2. 
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Hiflory  of  Hannah, 

THE  MOTHER  OF  SAMUEL. 


LECTURE  XIX. 

I  SAMUEL  11.  I - 10. 

And  Hannah  prayed ,  and  Jaid ,  My  heart  rejoiccth  in  the 
Lord :  mine  horn  is  exalted  in  the  Lord ,  my  mouth  is 
enlarged  over  mine  enemies :  becaufe  I  rejoice  in  thy 
falvation .  There  is  none  holy  as  the  Lord :  for  there  is 

none  hefide  thee  :  neither  is  there,  any  rock  like  our  God . 
Talk  no  more  fo  exceeding  proudly  ;  let  not  arrogancy 
come  out  of  your  mouth  :  for  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  knowl¬ 
edge  ^  and  by  him  addons  are  weighed .  The  bows  of 

the  mighty  men  are  broken ,  and  they  that  fumbled  are 
girded  with  firength .  They  that  were  full  have  hired 

out  themf elves  for  bread ;  and  they  that  were  hungry 
ceafed ;  fo  that  the  barren  hath  born  feven  :  and  fe 
that  hath  many  children  is  waxed  feeble .  The  Lord 
killeth ,  and  maketh  alive  :  he  bringeth  down  to  the 
grave ,  and  bringeth  up.  The  Lord  maketh  poor ,  and 
maketh  rich  :  he  bringeth  low ,  and  lifteth  up.  He  raif- 
eth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  dujt ,  and  lifteth  up  the  beggar 
from  the  dunghill ,  to  fet  them  among  princes ,  and  to  make 
them  inherit  the  throne  of  glory  :  for  the  pillars  of  the 
earth  are  the  Lord’s,  and  he  hath  fet  the  world  upon 
them.  He  will  keep  the  feet  of  his  fa  inis,  and  the  wick¬ 
ed  fall  be  fi'lent  in  darknefs  :  for  by  frength  fall  no 

man 
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man  prevail.  The  adverfaries  of  the  Lord  Jhall  be 
broken  to  pieces  :  out  of  heaven  Jhall  he  thunder  upon 
them  :  the  Lord  Jhall  judge  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  and 
he  Jhall  give  Jirength  unto  his  king,  and  exalt  the  horn 
of  his  anointed.' 

In  man,  the  mafter-piece  of  creation,  are  difcernible 
various  kinds  of  life,  diftinct  from  each  other,  yet  moft 
wonderfully  blended  and  united,  lo  as  to  form  one 
great  and  aftonifhing  whole.  The  animal,  the  intel¬ 
lectual,  the  moral  life  :  to  which  we  a4d,  in  man  as 
he  came  from  the  hands  of  his  Creator,  and  in  man 
renewed”  by  grace  cc  in  the  fpirit  of  his  mind,”  the 
fpiritual  and  divine  life,  the  dawning  light,  the  earneft 
and  pledge,  the  celeftial  foretafte  of  everlalting  lire. 

The  firfi  of  thefe  we  enjoy  in  common  with  the 
beafts  that  perifh.  Like  theirs,  our  bodies  grow  and 
decline.  Like  them  we  are  led  by  fenfe  and  appetite, 
and  are  fufceptible  of  pleafure  and  pain.  And,  like 
them,  we  arofe  out  of  the  earth,  are  fupported  by 
it,  and  feel  ourfelves  returning  to  it  again. 

The  fecond,  or  intellectual  life,  raifes  man  far  above 
every  other  animal.  He  poffeiTes  the  power  of  thought, 
that  productive  faculty  of  the  Almighty  ;  that  image 
of  God  in  our  nature.  He  contemplates,  compares, 
reflects,  reafons,  plans,  performs.  By  means  of  this 
he  exercifes  dominion  over  all  other  creatures.  In¬ 
ferior  to  many,  in  fome  refpeCts,  by  this  he  renders 
himfelf  fuperior  to  all ;  and  reduces  all  their  powers 
to  the  fubjeCtion  and  obedience  of  himfelf. 

The  moral  life  places  man  in  fociety  ;  connects  him 
with  intelligent  beings  like  himfelf  ;  opens  a  capacious 
field  of  duty  and  of  enjoyment ;  ftamps  him  an  objeCt 
of  approbation  or  blame,  of  reward  or  punifli- 
ment. 

The  divine  life  unites  man  to  the  Author  and 
fupporter  of  his  exigence,  the  lource  of  all  his  com¬ 
forts,  the  foundation  of  all  his  hopes ;  the  witnefs 
and  the  judge  of  all  his  aCtions  \  the  avenger  of  all 
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unrighteoufoefs,  “  the  rewarder  of  them  who  dili¬ 
gently  leek  him.” 

do  Adam,  as  an  animal,  God  faid,  “Be  fruitful, 
and  multiply,  and  replenifh  the  earth  :  behold  I  have 
given  you  every  herb  bearing  feed,  which  is  upon  the 
lace  of  all  the  earth  ;  and  every  tree  in  the  which  is 
the  fruit  of  a  tree,  yielding  feed  ;  to  you  it  flrail  be 
ior  meat.” 

In  Adam  the  intellectual  life  difeovered  itfelf,  wh en 
the  Lord  God  brought  unto  him  “  every  beaft  of  the 
field,  and  every  fowl  of  the  air,  to  fee  what  he  would 
call  them  ;  and  whatsoever  Adam  called  every  living 
creature,  that  was  the  name  thereof.” 

—God  having  implanted  a  principle  of  moral  life 
in  man,  faid,  “  It  is  not  good  that  the  man  fhould  be 
alone;  I  will  make  him  an  help  meet  for  him;”  he 
took  the  man,  and  put  him  into  the  garden  of  Eden, 
to  drefs.it  and  to  keep  it ;  and  commanded  the  man, 
faying.  Of  every  tree  of  the  garden  thou  may  eft  freely 
eat  :  but  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and 
evil,  thou  (halt  not  eat  of  it.  For  in  the  day  that  thou 
eateft  thereof,  thou  (halt  furely  die.” 

In  Adam  the  fpiritual  and  diyine  life  was  perfected, 
when  “  God  created  man  in  his  own  image.”  It 
was  extinguished  and  loft  when  by  tranfgreffion  he 
fell ;  it  was  revived  by  the  promife  of  the  Meffiah  and 
falvation  through  his  blood  ;  and  it  will  be  complete¬ 
ly  recovered  when  the  image  of  God  is  reftored 
through  the  fpirit  of  fan&ification. 

All  thefe  different  kinds  of  life  have  their  fever al 
and  correfponding  expreffions  ;  and  according  as 
any  one  prevails,  fuch  is  the  character  of  the  man. 
When  the  habitual  cry  is.  “What  fhall  I  eat,  what 
fhall  I  drink,  and  wherewithal  fhall  I  be  cloathed  ?” 
it  is  eafy  to  determine  what  life  is  predominant  : 
it  is  c 
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man.  Solomon  may  be  given  as  an  inffance  of  the 
of  intellectual  life.  He  looked  through 
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nature. 
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is  in  Lebanon,  even  unto  the  hyflop  that  fpringeth 
out  of  the  wall ;  he  fpake  alfo  of  beafts,  and  of  fowls, 
and  of  creeping  things,  and  of  fifties.”  “  His  wifdom 
excelled  the  wifdom  of  all  the  children  of  the  eafe 
country,  and  all  the  wiidom  of  Egypt.  1  fje  pfahn- 
ilt  has  prefented  us  with  an  exquifite  reprefentation 
of  the  moral  life  of  man,  (would  to  God  it  were  more 
freouently  realized)  in  the  fifteenth  pfalm  ;  He  that 
walketh  uprightly,  and  worketh  righteoufnefs,  and 
fpeaketh  the  truth  in  his  heart.  He  that  back- 
biteth  not  with  his  tongue,  nor  doeth  evil 
to  his  neighbour,  nor  taketh  up  a  reproach 
ap-ainft  his  ‘  neighbour  ;  in  whofe  eyes  a  vile 
perfon  is  contemned  i  but  he  honoureth  them  that 
fear  the  Lord  :  he  that  fweareth  to  his  own  hurt,  and 
chanp'eth  not.  Lte  that  putteth  not  out  hi*  money  to 
ufury ,  nor  taketh  reward  agamft  the  innocent.  He 
that  doeth  thefe  things  fhail  never  be  moved. 
■Where  fhail  we  look  for  an  example  of  the  higheft 
life  of  man,  the  life  of  God  in  the  foul  ?  Nature 
Hands  filent,  the  whole  world  lies  dead  ;  it  prefents 
every  kind  of  life  but  this.  Where  is  the  model  to 
which  to  refer  ?  Where  is  the  idea  of  this  mofl  exalt* 
ed  excellence  of  our  nature  ?  It  is  to  be  found.  “  I 
came  not  to  do  mine  own  will,  but  the  will  of,  him 
that  fent  me.”  “  I  -feek  not  mine  own  glory,  but  the 
glory  ox  him  ,who  fent  me.  9  lvead  and  ponder  tne 
feventeenth  chapter  ox  John’s  gofpel,  and  difcovei 
the  author,  the  example,  the  giver  of  this  divine  life  ; 
and  afpire  after  a  participation  of  it. 

We  have  fome  of  theie  holy  afpirations  in  the  paf- 
fage  now  read.  We  behold  a  fpirit  alive  unto  God  y 
linking  the  creature  in  the  Creator  ;  difeerning  God 
in  every  object,  and  in  every  event  tnat  arifes  ;  refer¬ 
ring  all  things  to  Him  cc  who  doth  according  to  his 
will  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  earth.”  Let  us  blend  our  fpirits,  with 
that  of  pious  Hannah,  and  may  God  grant  us  to  know 

and 
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and  feel  the  happinefs  of  having  fellowfhip  with  the 
Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift. 

Hannah  prayed.55  In  affliction  Ihe  prayed  :  and 
in  prosperity  fhe  prayed.  Tears  and  frniles  are  not 

more  e>Treffi°n  °f  their  correfponding  emotions, 
tnan  iiippiication  and  thankfgiving  are  of  that  life 
winch  dictates  them,  in  a  fuitablenefs  to  the  various 
a  •.peers  of  Divine  Providence.  Sorrow  is  no  long  er 
borrow  when  it  is  poured  out  into  the  bofom  of  fy in- 
pathy  and  tendernefs.  Every  joy  is  multiplied  an 
hundred  fold  by  every  communication  of  it  to  the  ear 
and  the  heart  of  friendfhip.  Hannah  prays,  cc  and 
her  countenance  is  no  more  fad.55  She  reftores  her 
earneftly  expeded  fori  to  God;  and  is  infinitely  en¬ 
riched  by  the  reftitution.  Whether  the  child  cry  for 
relief^  or  exprefs  its  gratitude  by  careffes  and  looks 
or  fatisfadion,  it  is  ecjually  grateful  and  foothing  to 
die  fond  parental  heart.  And  will  the  great  God 
in  very  deed  vouchfafe  to  make  himfelf  known  to  us 
by  the  name  of  the  hearer  of  prayer  ?  Is  he  exalted  to 
fhew  mercy  ?  Can  he  be  pleafed  with  the  effufions  of  a 
thankful  heart  ?  I  houghtlefs,  inconiiderate  creatures 
are  ;  blind  to  our  higheft  interelf,  dead  to 
our  pureft  joy  !  We  fee  nothing  of  God  in  that  diftrefs, 
in  tnat  deliverance.  We  attended  to  the  creature 
only,  and  therefore  found  no  comfort.  We  endured 


without  hope,  and  we  enjoyed  without  relifh.  Happy 
foul,  that  can  command  itfelf  to  peace,  and  fay,  I  have 
poured  out  my  anguiih  before  the  Lord,  I  have  caff 
all  my  care  upon  bun,  my  burden  is  no  longer  mine, 
but  his.  cc  Return  unto  thy  reft,  O  my  foul,  for  the 
Lora  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee.  He  hath  de¬ 
livered  my  foul  from  death,  mine  eyes  from  tears,  and 
my  feet  from  falling.55  ' 

In  the  fir  ft  tranfports  of  her  joy,  Hannah  forgets 
every  thing  but  the  glorious  object  of  it.  The  in- 
fults  of  Peninnah,  her  delight  in  Samuel,  ftand  for  a 
while  fufpended  ;  they  are  loft  and  forgotten  in  the 
contemplation  of  Him,  who  had  delivered  her  from 

the 
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the  one,  and  bellowed  the  other  upon  her.  But  God, 
as  he  is  in  himfelf,  cannot  long  be  an  objeft  of  con¬ 
templation  to  mortals.  It  is  only  by  what  he  doth, 
that  he  can  be  known,  and  loved,  and  enjoyed  by  us. 
The  foul  fprings  up  to  God,  is  inlfantly  repelled  and 
overwhelmed  by  “  light  inacceffible  and  full  of  glory  ”  v 
and  feeks  relief  and  employment  in  l'urveying  the 

wavs  and  works  of  God.  , 

“  My  heart  reioiceth  in  the  Lord.”  But  who  is 

this  King  of  glory  ?”  The  fpirit  Ihrinks  with  reve¬ 
rence  from  the  inquiry  ;  and  the  heart  fweetly  Hides 
into  the  obfervation  and  acknowledgment  of  what  an 
incomprehenfible  Jehovah  hath  done.  “  Mine  horn 
is  exalted  in  the  Lord.”  “  The  horn,”  in  fcripture 
language,  is  the  emblem  of  ftrength  and  empire.  She 
was^  till  now  undiftinguilhed,  unprized,  unimportant 
in  Ifrael ;  a  wife,  without  the  honour  of  being  a 
mother.  But  now  fhe  has  rifen  into  luffre,  and  place,^ 
and  pre-eminence.  Her  Samuel  is  to  her  “  a  crown  of 
glory,  and  a  diadem  for  beauty  !”  She  had  power  with 
God  and  prevailed ;  fhe  afked,  and  God  granted  her 
requeft.  This  is  naturally  blended  in  her  mind,  with 
the  derilion  and  cruel  mocking  which  the  had  endu.- 
ed.  For  the  very  devotions  of  fallen  creatures  muff 
favour  of  the  calamities  to  which  they  are  expofed,  and 
the  imperfection  in  which  they  are  involved.  Both 
nature  and  piety  accordingly  concur  in  dictating  the 
expreffion  of  thankfulnefs  which  follows ;  “My  mouth 
is  enlarged  over  mine  enemies  :”  Here  the  woman 
fpeaks  ;  but  the  faint  inftantly  fubjoins,  “  becaufe  I 
rejoice  in  thy  falvation.” 

J\Vhen  the  life  of  God  is  completely  formed  in  the 
foul,  every  particle  of  human  corruption  fnall  be  purg¬ 
ed  away.  There  lhall  be  no  feeling,  nor  recollection, 
of  unkindnefs  or  enmity.  And  in  proportion  as  evil 
affections  are  rooted  out,  and  kind  affections  are  im¬ 
planted,  cherifhed,  and  promoted,  fo  is  the  image 
of  God  imoreiTed,  renewed  and  prelerved.  The  love 
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of  God  perfected  fhall  obliterate  and  efface  every  trace 
of  refentment  againft  man. 

After  a  fhort  vibration  on  this  firing,  the  heart  of 
tiie  worfhipper  feems  to  recur  with  increafed  compla¬ 
cency  ana  delight  to  a  worthier  fubject  of  meditation, 
and  iofes  itfelf  in  infinite  perfection.  “  There  is  none 
holy  as  the  Lord;  for  there  is  none  befide  thee; 
neither  is  there  any  rock  like  our  God.”  When  we 
attempt  to  meditate  upon  God,  thought  fails.  When 
we  attempt  to  addrefs  ourfelves  to  him,  language 
fails.  In  vain  do  we  look  round  for  a  fimilitude  that 
may  enable  us  to  form  a  dearer  perception  of  his 
nature.  It  is  his  glory  to  be  fingle  and  alone  ;  to 
defy  and  prevent  every  idea  of  refemblance  or  com¬ 
panion.  When  the  whole  world  of  nature  is  explor¬ 
ed,  when  alhthe  powers  of  nature  are  exhaufted,  the 
foul  falls  back  upon  itfelf,  fhrinks  into  nothing  from 
the  daring  attempt,  and  exclaims,  “  There  is  none 
befide  thee,”  “  there  is  none  holy  as  the  Lord.” 
“  Who  can  find  out  the  Almighty  unto  perfeftion  !” 

— Hannah  awakes  from  this  holy  rapture,  to  con¬ 
template  this  incomprehenfible  Jehovah,  as  exerdfing 
an  intelligent,  uncontrollable,  irrefiflible  authority 
over  ail  the  ways  of  men  ;  as  the  wife  and  righteous 
Governor  of  the  world,  whom  none  can  fuccefsfully 
oppofe,  from  whofe  notice  none  can  polfibly  conceal 
himfeif.  “  Talk  no  more  fo  exceeding  proudly ; 
let  not  arrogancy  come  out  of  your  mouth  :  for  the 
Lord  is  a  God  of  knowledge,  and  by  him  actions  are 
weighed.  The  bows  of  the  mighty  men  are  broken, 
and  they  that  Humbled  are  girded  with  ftrength.”* 
Behold  the  cure  of  pride.  There  is  a  God  on  high, 
from  whom  defccnded  every  advantage  which  one 
poffeffes  above  another,  who  carefully  notes  the  ufe 
that  is  made  of  his  benefits,  and  will  demand  an  ac¬ 
count  of  them  ;  who  “  feeth  the  proud  afar  off,  but 
has  refpect  unto  the  lowly.”  “  By  him  actions  are 
•weighed ;”  they  are  judged,  not  according  to  their 
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apparent  circumftances,  nor  the  maxims  of  the  world, 
nor  the  rank  of  the  parties  concerned,  but  according 
to  truth,  according  to  the  real  merit  or  dement  of  the 
action,  according  to  the  thoughts  and  intent  of  the 
heart.  Thus  is  the  mouth  of  arrogancy  effectually 
flint,  and  the  whole  world  laid  low  in  the  dmc  before 
a  holy  and  righteous  God.  “  The  bows  of  the  migh¬ 
ty  men  are  broken,  and  they  .that  humbled  arc  gin 
with  ftrength.”  Even  in  this  world,  “  tne  nord 
maketh  himfelf  known  by  the  judgments  wmch  he 
executes  and  caufeth  men  to  change  conditions, 
and  turneth  the  world  upfide  down.  The  affairs  oi 
men,  like  the  frame  of  nature,  are  in  a  mate  or  per¬ 
petual  revolution,  and  the  hiftory  of  mankind  is  lim¬ 
ply  an  account  of  the  rife  and  depreffion  of  wretched 
mortals  by  means  not  of  their  own  contrivance,  by 
events  which  they  could  not  toicfec,  and  vyvci  wmc 
they  had  no  powerc  The  victor  of  to  day  is  to-mor¬ 
row  a  captive,  and  he  who  now  Iieth  “  among  the 
pots,  (hall  come  forth  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered 
with  filver,  and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold.” 

The  greater  part  of  Hannah’s  fong  of  praile  is  em¬ 
ployed  in  making  a  more  enlarged  difpiay  of  the 
wifdom  and  juffice  of  the  Divine  Providence  in  the 
government  of  the  world.  “They  that  were  full 
have  hired  themielves  out  for  bread.  Some  aie 
born  to  eafe  and  affluence,  and  through  indolence, 
inattention  or  prodigality,  reduce  themfelves  to  want. 
Some  acquire  wealth  by  frugality  and  induftry.  But 
however  gotten,  it  is  but  an  uncertain  poffeiuon,  and 
we  daily  fee  multitudes,  not  through  any  apparent 
fault  of  their  own,  “  waxing  poor  and  falling  into 
decay.”  Others,  as  unaccountably  rife  into  diftinc- 
tion  and  opulence.  There  is  an  unfeen  hand  which 
gives  and  takes  away.  In  profperity  there  is  no 
Ground  of  infolence  and  triumph  ;  in  adverfity  no 
reafon  to  defpair. 

Her  own  peculiar  felicity  again  prefents  itfelf  to  view, 
pud  the  incenfe  of  praife  afeenas  to  heaven.  “  rl  he 
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barren  hath  born  feven,  and  fhe  that  hath  many  chil« 
dren  is  waxed  feeble.”  There  is  a  Jewifh  legend 
which  faith,  that  for  every  child  that  Hannah  bore 
one  of  Feninnah’s  died.  It  is  a  mere  conje&ure  ; 
Hannah’s  triumphant  fong  is  rather  a  proof  of  the 
contrary.  She  difcovers  a  fpirit  too  excellent,  in 
other  refpefts,  to  permit  us  to  fuppofe  her  capable  of 
rejoicing  in  the  devaftation  which  the  hand  of  God 
had  wrought,  much  Ids  in  the  deftruftion  of  her  own 
hufband’s  family.  That  heart  muft  be  loft  to  every 
feeling  of  humanity,  loft  to  decency,  loft  to  .the  fear 
of  God,  who  can  make  the  calamity  of  another,  efpec- 
iaL.y  fuch  a  calamity,  a  ground  of  felf-gratulation,  and 
complacency,  or  a  fubjeft  of  thankfgiving  to  a  holy 
and  merciful  Grod,  as  if  he  could  become  a  party  to 
our  petty  jealoulies  and  contentions.  No,  a  fpirit  fo 
regulated  as  hers,  fo  patient  under  mortification,  fo 
long  nuitured  m  tne  fchool  of  aiiiidtion,  io  obfervant 
of,  and  fubmiffive  to  the  will  of  Providence,  could  not 
tafte  the  mortality  of  even  Peninnah’s  children  as  a 
iource  of  joy.  Her  expreflions  amount  to  no  more  than 
a  devout  and  humble  acknowledgment  of  unerring 
wifdom,  of  unimpeachable  juftice,  in  conducing  aft 
the  affairs  of  this  world  :  in  building-up  families,  and 
in  bringing  them  low  ;  in  exerciling  an  abfolute  right 
of  fovereignty,  which  will  not  be  compelled  to  give 
account  of  its  matters  to  any  one.  The  gift  of  chil¬ 
dren  is  not  always  withheld  in  anger,  nor  bellowed 
in  kindnefs,  as  the  character  and  hiitory  of  Eli’s  fami¬ 
ly  will  Ihortly  evince. 

She  proceeds  to  purfue  the  fame  idea  of  a  divine 
iuperintendence  in  every  thing,  through  a  variety  of 
particulars  ftrikingly  contrafted  one  with  another,  all 
aiming  at  the  fame  end,  all  calculated  to  enforce  the 


lame  practical  lefton.  “  Ihe  Lord  kilieth,  and  mak- 
eth  alive  :  he  bringeth  down  to  the  grave,  and  bring- 
eth  up.  The  Lord  maketh  poor,  and  maketh  rich  : 
he  bringeth  low,  and  lifteth  up.  He  raifeth  up  the 
poor  out  of  the  dull,  and  lifteth  up  the  beegar  from 
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the  dunghill,  to  fet  them  among  princes,  and  to  make 
them  inherit  the  throne  of  glory :  for  the  pillars  of 
the  earth  are  the  Lord’s,  and  he  hath  fet  the  world  up¬ 
on  them.  He  will  keep  the  feet  of  his  faints,  and  the 
wicked  {hall  he  iilent  m  darkneis  .  foi  by  {trengdi 
{hall  no  man  prevail.”  * 

In  the  conclufxon  of  her  fong,  Hannah,  rapt  into 
futurity,  no  doubt  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  contem¬ 
plates  the  final  confummation  of  the  great  myftery  of. 
Providence,  as  iffuing  in  the  eftablifhment  of  univer¬ 
sal  order  :  in  the  fuppreffion  and  punifliment  of  vice  ; 
and  in  the  unchangeable  and  permanent  glory  of  a  Re¬ 
deemer’s  kingdom.  The  fame  hand  which  balances 
the  fpheres,  which  conducts  all  the  affairs  of  men, 
which  preferves  harmony  and  prevents  confufion,  in 
both  the  natural  and  moral  worlds,  (hall  at  length,  by 
another  almighty  fat ,  “  make  all  things  new.  T  hen 
“  the  adverfaries  of  the  Lord  fhall  be  broken  to  pieces  : 
out  of  heaven  fhall  he  thunder  upon  them.”  “But  - 
who  may  abide  the  day  of  his  coming  ?  and  who  fhall 
{land  when  he  appeareth  ?  for  he  is  like  a  refiner’s 
fire  ;  and  he  fhall  fit  as  a  refiner  and  purifier  of  filver.” 
Chaftifement  {hall,  therefore,  be  preceded  by  right¬ 
eous  judgment,  that  every  mouth  may  be  flopped 
before  God.  “  The  Lord  fhall  judge  the  ends  of  the 
earth.”  Now  thefe  words  of  the  prophetic  mother 
of  Samuel,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  clearer  and 
fuller  difplay  of  a  judgment  to  come,  in  the  writings 
of  the  New  Teftament,  clearly  point  out  that  glori¬ 
ous  and  divine  perfon,  in,  whofe  hallowed  name  the 
fong  terminates — God’s  Anointed.  A  woman  was 
honoured  firft  to  announce  the  Saviour  of  the  world, 
under  that  defeription  ;  and  a  fucceflion  of  prophets 
henceforward  hold  it  up  to  the  eyes  of  iucceeding  gen¬ 
erations,  as  “  all  their  falvation,  and  all  their  defire.” 
Samuel,  David,  lfaiah,  Daniel,  Habakkuk,  each  in  his 
day  proclaims  the  approach  of  this  King  of  glory,  of 
,  whom  all  who  were  anointed  with  material  oil,  wheth¬ 
er 

*  Ver.  6—9. 
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er  as.priefls,  or  prophets,  or  kings,  were  but  a  fhadow ; 
and  in  whole  fuperior  luftre  they  difappear,  as  the 
light  of  the  ftars  is  abforbed  in  the  fplendour  of  the 
fun.  .Ihe  prophetefs  celebrates  Jehovah  who  44  (hall 
judge  the  ends  of  the  earth,55  as  that  44  King55  to 
whom  all  authority  is  committed,  to  whom  all  ftrength 
is  given,55  as  that  “anointed”  One,  Meffiah  the  prince, 
whofe  44  horn55  fhould  be  finally  44  exalted,55  and  before 
the  brightnefs  of  whole  coming,  all  diforder,  iniquity 
and  mifery  (hall  flee  away  ;  who  fhall  firfl  44  judge  the 
ends  of  the  earth,55  and  then  reign  forever  and  ever. 

And  thus  is  the  voice  of  this  holy  woman,  near 
twelve  hundred  years  before  Meffiah’s  day,  in  perfect 
unifon  with  the  tongue  of  Chrift  himfelf*  and  of  the 
apoftles  of  the  Lord,  after  his  afcenfion  into  heaven, 
and  the  defcent  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  44  The  Father 
judgeth  no  man  ;  but  hath  committed  all  judgment 
unto  the  Son:  that  all  men  fhould  honour" the  Son, 
even  as  they  honour  the  Father.  He  that  honoureth 
not  the  Son,  honoureth  not  the  Father  which  hath 
fent  him.55*  44  God  now  commandeth  all  men  eve¬ 

ry  where  to  repent  :  becaufe  he  hath  appoinetd  a  day 
in  the  which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs 
by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained  ;  whereof  he 
hath  given  affurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath 
railed  him  from  the  deadAf  44  The  kingdoms  of 
this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord, 
and  of  his  Chrift ;  and  he  fhall  reign  forever  and 
ever.,5J  And  fuch,  in  every  age,  is  the  native  expref- 
fion  of  a  foul  alive  to  God,  the  natural  alpiration  of 
the  fpirituai  and  divine  life. 

—Art  thou,  O  man,  through  grace  a  partaker  of 
it  ?  Y  ou  fhall  44  know  it  by  its  fruits.55  As  it  in- 
creafes,  corruption  dies.  44  If  Chrift  be  in  you,  the 
body  is  dead  becaufe  of  fin,  but  the  Spirit  is  life  be¬ 
caufe  of  righteoufnefs.55  §  To  be  deftitute  of  this  life, 
in  whatever  flate  of  perfection  the  intellectual  life 

may  ♦ 

*  John  v.  22;  23.  f  A£ts  xvii.  30,  31.  J  Rev.  xi.  15*  j 
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may  be,  is  to  be  under  the  power  of  everlafting  death, 
a  death  of  trefpaffes  and  fins.  But  if  its  very  fir  ft 
breathings  are  felt,  however  feebly,  it  is  a  new  cre¬ 
ation  begun,  it  is  “  Chrift  in  you,  the  hope  of  glory.” 
Attempts  will  be  made  to  extinguifh  it,  but  in  vain. 
Like  its  Author  it  is  immortal.  It  may  be  opprefied, 
it  may  be  fufpended,  it  may,  at  feafons,  lie  dormant, 
but  it  cannot  expire.  It  doth  not  always  make  itfelf 
fenfible  to  the  eyes  and  ears  of  the  world  ;  for  the 
believer’s  “  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God.”  But 
“  when  Chrift,  who  is  our  life,  ftiall  appear,  then 
fhall  ye  alfo  appear  with  him  in  glory.”  *  “  Beloved, 

now  are  we  the  fons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  ap¬ 
pear  what  we  fhall  be :  but  we  know  that,  when  he 
fhall  appear,  we  fhall  be  like  him ;  for  we  fhall  lee 
him  as  he  is.”f 

/ 

%  Col.  iii.  4.  f  I  John  iii.  2. 


Iiiflory 


Hiftory  of  Hannah, 

THE  MOTHER  OF  SAMUEL. 


LECTURE  XX. 


I  SAMUEL  ii.  18 - 21. 

/' 


But  Samuel  minijlered  before  the  Lord ,  being  a  child ,  gird¬ 
ed  with  a  linen  ephod.  Moreover  his  mother  made  him 
a  little  coat ,  and  brought  it  to  him  from  year  to  year , 
•when  Jhe  came  up  with  her  hufband ,  to  offer  the  yearly 
facrifice.  And  Eli  bleffed  Elkanah  and  his  wife ,  and 
faid ,  The  Lord  give  thee  feed  of  this  woman,  for  the 
loan  which  is  lent  to  the  Lord.  And  they  went  unto 
their  own  home.  And  the  Lord  vifited  Hannah,  fo 
that  Jhe  conceived,  and  bare  three  fons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters.  And  the  child  Samuel  grew  before  the  Lord. 


The  charader  of  mod  men  is  formed  and  fixed,  be¬ 
fore  it  is  apprehended  that  they  have,  or  can  have,  any 
character  at  all.  Many  vainly  and  fatally  imagine, 
that  the  few  firit  years  of  life  may  be  difpofed  of  as 
you  pleafe:  that  a  little  neglect  may  eafily  be  repair¬ 
ed,  that  a  little  irregularity  may  eafily  be  r edified. 
This  is  faying  in  other  words,  “  never  regard  the 
morning ;  fleep  it,  trifle  it,  riot  it  array ;  a  little 
dofer  application  at  noon  will  recover  the  lots.” 
cc  The  fpring  returns,  the  flowers  appear  upon  the 
earth,  the  time  of  the  finging  of  birds  is  come.  No 

matter  ;  it  is  foon  enough  to  think  of  the  labours  of 

fpring. 


fpring.  Sing  with  the  birds,  (kip  with  the  fawn,  the 
diligence  of  a  more  advanced,  more  propitious  feafon 
will  bring  every  thing  round  ;  and  the  year  {hall  be 
crowned  with  the  horn  of  plenty.”  A  fingle  ray  of 
reafon  is  fufficient  to  detect  and  expofe  fuch  abfurdi- 
ty  ;  yet  human  conduct  exhibits  it,  in  almoft  uni- 
verfal  prevalence.  Infancy  and  childhood  are  vilely 
caft  away  ;  the  morning  is  loft;  the  feed  time  neg¬ 
lected — And  what  is  the  confequence  ?  A  life  full  of 
confufion,  and  an  old  age  full  of  regret ;  a  day  of  un~ 
neceflary  toil,  and  a  night  of  vexation  ;  a  hurried 
fummer,  a  meagre  autumn,  a  comfortlefs  winter. 

It  is  the  ordinance  of  Providence  that  the  heavieft 
and  moft  important  part  of  education  fhould  devolve 
upon  the  mother.  It  begins  before  the  child  is  born  ; 
her  paffions  and  habits  affect  the  fruit  of  her  womb. 
From  her  bofom  the  infant  draws  the  precious  juice 
of  health  and  virtue,  or  the  baleful  poifon  of  vice  and 
difeafe.  The  fleeting  period  he  paffes  under  the 
lhadow  of  her  wing,  is  a  feafon  facred  to  wifdom  and 
piety.  If  the  mother  lead  not  her  fon  to  the  hallowed 
fpring,  if  flie  fail  to  difclofe  to  his  eager  eye  and  pant¬ 
ing  heart  the  lovelinefs  of  goodnefs,  the  excellency  of 
religion  ;  if  (he  permit  the  luxuriant  foil  to  be  overrun 
with  briars  and  thorns,  in  vain  will  {he  ftrive  to  re¬ 
deem  the  loft  opportunity,  by  reftraints  and  punilh- 
ments,  by  precepts  and  mafters,  by  fchools  and  col¬ 
leges,  in  a  more  advanced  ftage  of  life.  The  good 
or  the  mifchief  is  done  by  the  time  he  comes  out  of 
her  hands. 

That  Providence  which  has  impofed  this  employ¬ 
ment  on  the  feebler  fex  as  a  talk,  has  moft  gracioufly 
contrived  to  render  it  one  of  the  higheft  and  moft 
exquifite  of  female  comforts  ;  as,  in  truth,  all  the  im- 
pofitions,  nay,  the  very  chaftifements  of  Heaven  are 
really  bleffings.  Let  the  woman  who  has  given  fuck, 
tell  if  fhe  can,  66  how  tender  it  is  to  love  the  babe  that 
milks  her.”  Aflc  that  mother  if  there  be  any  joy  like 
the  joy  of  hearing  her  child  repeat  the  leflfons  which 
Vol.  VI.  O  {he 
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flie  taught  him.  Afk  her,  if  fhe  recollefts  or  regards 
her  pain  and  anguifh  ;  her  anxious  days  and  fleeplefs 
nights.  Afk  her,  ir  all  is  not  forgotten  and  loft  in 
the  progrefs  which  expanding  faculties  have  made, 
and  in  the  richer  harveft  which  they  promife.  Afk, 
if  fhe  has  not  already  received  more  than  her  reward. 
If  the  reprefentation  of  the  cafe  be  juft,  let  it  procure 
for  dutiful  mothers  the  refpeft  and  gratitude  which 
they  merit  ;  let  it  reconcile  their  minds  to  what  is 
painfui  and  laborious  in  their  lot ;  let  it  raife  them 
to  their  due  rank  and  importance  in  fociety ;  and  let 
it  ftirnulate  them  to  perfeverance  in  well-doing,  in  the 
full  affurance  that  they  fliall  in  no  wife  lofe  their  re¬ 
ward. 

— -The  paftage  of  holy  writ,  on  the  confideration  of 
which  we  are  now  entering,  is  a  very  affedting  repre¬ 
fentation  of  the  effects  and  confequences  of  a  good  and 
a  bad  education,  exemplified  in  the  conduct  of  Hannah, 
the  mother  of  Samuel,  and  of  Eli,  the  father  of  Hoph- 
ni  and  Phinehas.  Scripture,  inftead  of  multiplying  pre¬ 
cept  upon  precept,  leads  us  at  once  into  human  life,  and 
exhibits  the  law  written  in  the  event.  It  inftruds  us 
how  to  bring  up  children,  by  delineating  the  dread¬ 
ful  confequences  of  exceffive  lenity  and  indulgence  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  happy  fruits  of  early  piety, 
regularity  and  felf-government  on  the  other.  This 
theme,  being  by  far  the  more  pleafmg  of  the  two,  and 
coming  in  more  regularly  in  the  order  of  hiftory,  fhall 
obtain  the  preference,  in  the  courfe  of  our  inquiry. 
Though,  indeed,  attention  to  the  one  muft,  of  neceffi- 
ty,  bring  forward  the  other  ;  and  the  good  fortify 
and  recommend  itfelf  by  contrail  with  the  evil. 

The  education  of  Samuel  began  in  the  pious  refo- 
lution  of  his  mother  before  he  was  conceived  in  the 
womb.  “  If  thou  wilt  give  unto  thine  handmaid  a 
man-child,  then  I  will  give  him  unto  the  Lord  all  the 
days  of  his  life.”  Every  parent  receives  every  child 
under  a  tacit  engagement  to  the  fame  purpofe  :  and 
the  command  of  God,  from  the  moment  of  the  birth, 
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is,  “  Rear  that  child  for  me.”  I  have  watched  over 
him  while  he  lay  in  darknefs,  “  mine  eyes  faw  his 
fubftance  yet  being  unperfect ;  in  my  book  all  his 
members  were  written,  which  in  continuance  were 
fafhioned,  when  as  yet  tnere  was  none  of  them.  I 
added  the  immortal  principle  to  the  finifhed  limbs  ;  I 
damped  my  image  upon  him.  T  iicre  my  hand  lias 
fcattered  the  feeds  of  wifdom  and  happmefs  ,  to  thy 
foltering  care  I  commit  that  tender  plant.  Cared  for, 
it  will  abundantly  reward  thy  toil ;  negle&ed,  it  will 
grow  into  a  {harp  thorn  to  tear  thy  flefh.  Itveiy  oa^, 
every  hour  is  producing  a  change  in  it.  Grow  it  will 
and  mult ;  what  it  grows  into,  depends  upon  thyfelf. 
Of  thy  hand  will  1  require  it.” 

As  Samuel  was  to  be  a  Nazarite  to  God  from  the 
womb,  the  law  prelcribed  to  the  mother  certain  cere¬ 
monial  obfervances  refpecting  her  own  conduct,  and 
the  treatment  of  her  own  perfon,  which  correfponded 
to  that  high  dellination.  Abftinence,  in  particular, 
from  certain  kinds  of  meat  and  drink,  which  might 
eventually  affect  the  bodily  or  mental  conftitution  of 
the  unborn  infant.  With  thefe  preferiptions  we  have 
no  room  to  doubt  Hannah  punftually  complied.  And 
here  we  fix  the  fecond  ftage,  or  if  you  will,  erect  the 
fecond  pillar  of  education.  The  commands  of  God 
are  none  of  them  arbitrary  and  capricious,  but  found¬ 
ed  in  reafon  and  the  nature  of  things.  Whatever 
Itrongly  affefts  the  mother  during  the  months  of 
pregnancy,  beyond  all  doubt  affebts  her  offspring, 
whether  it  be  violent  liquors,  or  violent  palfions.  It 
belongs  to  another  profeffion  than  mine  to  account 
for  this,  and  to  determine  how  far  the  fympathy  goes. 
But  the  general  belief  of  it  would  moll  certainly  have 
a  very  happy  effect  in  procuring  attention  to  female 
health,  regularity  and  tranquillity  in  that  delicate  and 
interefting  lituation.  The  comfort  of  both  parent  and 
child,  to  the  end  of  life  ;  what  do  I  fay  ?  through  the 
whole  of  their  exiftence,  may  be  concerned  in  ic. 

9.2 


As 


244 


Hijiory  of  Hannah.  Lect.  XX. 

As  foon  as  Samuel  was  born,  we  find  Hannah  de¬ 
voting  undivided  attention  to  the  firft  and  fweeteft  of 
maternal  offices.  “  The  woman  tarried  at  home,  and 
gave  her  fon  fuck,  until  ffie  weaned  him.”  Nature 
and  inclination  concur  in  preffing  this  duty  upon 
every  mother.  1  he  inftances  of  real  inability  are  too 
few  to  merit  confi  deration.  The  performance  of  it, 
carries  its  own  recompenfe  in  its  bofom  ;  the  neglett, 
is,  firft  and  lad,  its  own  punifhment.  Without  con- 
fidering  at  prefent  its  connexion  with  the  health  and 
comfort  of  both  parties,  let  us  attend  for  a  moment 
to  its  influence  on  morals,  and  as  conftituting  a  branch 
of  education.  Is  not  parental  and  filial  affeftion  the 
firft  bond  of  fociety,  and  the  foundation  of  all  virtue  l 
It  is  this  which  arms  a  delicate  female  with  patience 
which  no  pain  nor  labour  can  exhauft,  with  fortitude 
which  no  calamity  can  fubdue,  with  courage  which 
no  _  difficulty  or  danger  can  intimidate.  It  is  this 
which  firft  infpires  the  infant  purpofe  to  excel,  which 
blows  the  facred  fpark  of  gratitude  into  a  flame, 
which  firft  awakens  and  animates  the  latent  feeds  of 
immortality  in  the  human  foul.  The  firft  perception 
of  the  child,  is  the  fweet  fenfe  of  obligation  and  de¬ 
pendence  :  he  feels  himfelf  far  advanced  in  a  com¬ 
merce  of  reciprocal  affection  the  moment  he  becomes 
confcious  of  his  exiftence  ;  and  finds  himfelf  engaged 
in  habits  of  goodnefs,  long  before  he  underftands  the 
meaning  of  words.  And  is  it  fit  that  thefe  kind  af¬ 
fections  fhould  be  transferred  to  a  ftranger  ?  Who 
can  be  fo  well  qualified  to  communicate  thefe  earlieft 
and  beft  lefibns,  as  a  mother  ?  Can  you  complain 
that  your  child  is  cold,  indifferent  or  averfe  to 
you,  when  you  fet  the  example  of  coldnefs,  in¬ 
difference  and  averfion,  and  preferred  a  little  eafe 
or  pleafure  to  his  health  and  comfort,  and  what  is  in¬ 
finitely  more,  to  his  early,  infant  morals  ?  Can  you 
hope  from  a  hireling,  who  muft  have  renounced  na¬ 
ture  too,  as  well  as  yourfelf,  what  Gqd,  and  nature, 
and  decency,  and  regard  to  your  own  real  well-being 

have 
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have  preffed  upon  you  in  vain  ?  It  was  fo  much  a  pri¬ 
mary  duty  in  the  eyes  of  Hannah,  that  her  attend¬ 
ance  on  the  duties  of  the  fan&uary  at  Shiloh  gave 
place  to  it ;  ffie  revered  the  ordinance  of  that  God, 
who  fays,  “I  will  have  mercy  and  not  facrifice;” 
and  religious  fervice  is  interrupted  for  a  feafon,  to  be 
refumed  with  greater  ardour  and  efleft,  when  the  du¬ 
ties  of  life  were  faithfully  difcharged. 

At  what  age  the  child  was  wreaned,  the  hiltory  re¬ 
lates  not.  He  remained  under  the  tuition  of  his 
mother  till  he  was  of  a  proper  age  to  be  prefented  to 
the  Lord,  in  the  place  which  he  had  chofen  to  put  his 
name  thefe,  and  to  be  put  under  the  inftrubtion  of  Eli, 
and  prepared  for  the  fervice  of  the  tabernacle.  And 
we  fhall  prefently  find  that  he  was  infinitely  more  in¬ 
debted  to  the  folicitous  attentions  of  a  pious  mother 
for  his  progrefs  in  divine  knowledge,  than  he  after¬ 
wards  was  to  the  fuperintendence  of  the  high-prieft  of 
Ifrael,  who  knew  fo  ill  to  rule  his  own  houfe,  and  to 
whom,  of  a  pupil,  he  became  a  teacher. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  forming  a  plan 
of  religious  inftruftion  for  children.  Scripture  fug- 
gefts  the  happieft,  the  moil  obvious,  and  the  moft  ef¬ 
fectual.  It  ought  to  come  from  the  children  them- 
felves.  They  are  defirous  of  information.  If  left  to 
themfelves,  they  will  think  and  inquire.  Their  quef- 
tions  will  point  out  the  mode  of  inftruftion.  Do  not 
be  over  anxious  to  take  the  lead,  but  carefully  follow 
them.  Their  ideas  will  be  directed  by  what  they  ob- 
ferve  and  feel ;  and  ftrong  facts  and  appearances  of 
nature  will  make  a  deep  and  halting  impreffion  upon 
them.  He  who  knows  what  is  in  man,  has  according¬ 
ly  given  us,  in  a  particular  example,  a  general  rule  of 
proceeding  in  this  great  article :  “  And  it  fhall  be 
when  thy  fon  afketh  thee  in  time  to  come,  faying, 
What  is  this  ?  That  thou  (halt  fay  unto  him,  by 
ftrength  of  hand  the  Lord  brought  us  out  of  Egypt, 
from  the  houfe  of  bondage.  And  it  came  to  pafs 
when  Pharaoh  would  hardly  let  us  go,  that  the  Lord 
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flew  all  the  firft-born  in  the  land  of  Egypt.”  It  was 
probably  thus,  that  Hannah  inflrucled  her  darling 
fon  ;  ftored  his  memory  with  interefling  events,  and 
touched  his  heart  by  affe&ing  reprefentations  Gf  the 
mercy  and  judgment  of  God,  exemplified  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  his  own  forefathers.  Milk  is  the  proper  food 
of  babes,  ftrong  meat  belongeth  to  them  who  are  of 
full  age.  A  dry  precept  is  but  half  underftood,  and 
is  fpeedily  forgotten,  but  a  tale  of  diftrefs,  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  goodneTs  over  malevolence  and  oppofition  ; 
the  merited  fir  a  me  and  punifhment  of  wickednefs,  is 
eafiiy  underftood,  is  long  retained,  and  its  impreffion 
is  not  to  be  effaced. 

W e  advance  to  the  fourth  ftage  of  wife  and  good 
education,  of  which  we  have  >  the  pattern  before  us. 
The  lame  principle  which  induced  Hannah  to  keep 
her  fon  at  home  for  a  feafon,  and  to  abide  with  him, 
conftrained  her  to  fend  him  from  home,  to  give  up 
her  intereft  in  him,  when  the  fervice  of  God,  and  the 
greater  good  of  the  child  demanded  the  facrifice.  It 
is  juft  the  reverfe  of  what  high  life,  at  leaft  with  us, 
dady  prefents.  You  flrall  fee  a  mother  who  hardly 
inquired  after  her  child  at  the  time  of  life  when  her 
tendernefs  was  molt  neceffary  to  him,  all  at  once  af- 
fuming  the  parent,  exercifing  an  affe&ed  tendernefs 
which  he  no  longer  needs,  reducing  him  to  child¬ 
hood  after  he  is  becoming  a  man,  and  endeavouring 
to  compenfate  by  an  after-growth  of  affeftion,  the  un- 
kindnefs  and  negleft  which  blighted  the  early  blof- 
loms  of  the  fpring.  She  can  fuffer  him  no  longer 
out  of  her  fight.  The  difcipline  which  her  own  wick- 
ednefs  has  rendered  neceffary  to  his  improvement, 
is  reprobated  as  cruelty,  and  the  poor  youth  is  fre¬ 
quently  ruined,  by  having  at  one  time  no  mother  at 
all ;  at  another,  one  too  much.  I  honour  the  firm- 
nefs  of  Hannah,  as  much  as  I  love  her  motherly  ioft- 
nefs  and  attachment.  To  poffefs  with  gratitude,  to 
cherifh  a  worthy  objeft  with  tendernefs,  and  to  re¬ 
fig  11  it  with  fteadinefs  and  magnanimity,  is  equally  an 
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object  of  admiration  and  efteem.  Obferve  the  mixed 
emotions  which  animate  and  cor  reft  her  countenance 
as  fhe  conducts  her  well-beloved  fon  to  the  altar. 
The  faint  fpeaks  in  that  eye,  fparkling  with  delight, 
as  fhe  devotes  what  fhe  holds  molt  dear  m  the  world 
to  Him  from  whom  fhe  had  by  holy  importunity  ob¬ 
tained  him  ;  the  tear  rufhes  to  it,  and  all  the  mother 
Hands  confeffed  as  fhe  retires.  Piety  has  prevailed, 
and  prefented  the  offering  :  nature  feels,  but  fu omits. 

It  is  eafier  to  conceive  than  to  defenbe  what  was 
the  Hate  of  her  mind  as  fhe  returned  from  Shiloh  to 
Ramah  :  the  anxiety  and  regret  at  leaving  her  Samu¬ 
el  behind  ;  the  fatisfaftion  and  delight  or  reflecting 
in  what  hands  fhe  had  left  him,  and  to  what  c<u  e  ihz 
had  committed  him.  But  we  hear  of  no  wild  project 
formed  of  removing  the  whole  family  to  lenue  at  Shi- 
loh,  in  order  to  indulge  a  fond  mother  s  partial  a*- 
fe&ion,  with  the  continual  prefence  of  her  little  min¬ 
ion.  No,  the  fame  fpirit  of  prudence,  the  fame  do- 
meftic  regards,  the  fame  fenfe  or  duty  which  once  en¬ 
gaged  her  to  prefer  attention  to  Samuel,  to  attend¬ 
ance  on  the  facred  feftival,  now  engage  her  to  prefer 
the  unoftentatious  employments  or  a  wife,  and  the 
miftrefs  of  a  family  at  Ramah,  to  the  faciedncis  of  the 
tabernacle,  and  the  care  of  an  only  fon,  a  fhft-boin. 
But  the  heart  of  a  mother  finds,  and  flics  to,  tne  inno¬ 
cent  refuge  which  nature  pointed  out.  She  employs 
her  mind  and  her  hands  during  the  intervals  of  the 
feaft,  about  her  abfent  fon ;  “  His  mother  made  him 
a  little  coat,  and  brought  it  to  him  from  year  t©  year, 
when  fhe  came  up  with  her  hufband  to  ofler  the  year¬ 
ly  facrifice.”  O  how  pure,  how  cheap,  how  fatisfy- 
ing  are  the  pleafures  of  virtue  !  No  words  can  ex- 
prefs  the  inward,  the  incommunicable  joy  of  that 
mother,  as  her  fingers  wove  the  threads  of  that  little 
coat,  as  her  eyes  law  it  grow  into  fhape  and  colour 
and  lhade,  as  the  increafmg  flature  of  the  wearer 
rendered  the  increafe  ol  her  labour  necenary.  X  ou 
mu  ft  be  converted  and  become  a  little  child,  a  dutiful, 
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affectionate,  and  pious  child,  like  Samuel,  to  conceive 
tne  delight  of  feeing  his  parents  return,  of  putting  on 
his  new  garment,  of  exhibiting  his  mother’s  prefent. 

leie  nothings  are  the  bond  of  affedtion  among  vir¬ 
tuous  minds,  and  the  fource  of  their  felicity. 

.  This  we  fettle  as  a  more  advanced  ftage  of  educa¬ 
tion,  as  far  as  it  depends  upon  the  mother.  To  part 
■with  the  child  firmly  and  unrelucfantly  when  the 
proper  hour  of  reparation  comes  ;  to  preferve  the 
comineice  of  affection  by  works  and  meffages  of  kind- 
nefs ;  and  to  fubjedt  every  feeling  and  purfuit  to  the 
known  and  declai  ed  will  of  God.  Let  no  one,  O 
woman,  ufurp  thy  province,  ftep  between  thee  and’ thy 
child,  fteal  his  affedtions  from  thee.  What,  fuffer  him 
to  have  a  ftep-mother  while  thou  art  yet  living  !  For¬ 
bid  it  nature,  forbid  it  decency,  forbid  it  religion. 
Sut  the  houi  of  reparation  is  arrived,  you  have  done 
your  duty,  he  mud  now  pafs  into  other  hands  ;  as  a 
mother  you  retained  him,  as  a  mother  refign  him. 
\  ou  have  not  laooured  in  vain  1  you  have  not  fpent 
your  ftrength  for  nought  and  in  vain.  Be  of  good 
cheer,  you  have  trained  him  up  in  the  way  in  which 
he  fhould  go,  and  wLen  old  he  will  not  depart  from 
it.  Your  heart  fliall  rejoice  in  him  many  davs  hence. 
He  {hall  be  to  thee  a  crown  of  glory  whenthou  art 
dropping  into  the  grave. 

T.  he  difoi  del  ly  hate  of  Eli  s  family,  the  confecjuence 
of  a  carelefs  and  negledted  education,  will,  through 
the  divine  permiflion,  be  the  fubjedt  of  the  next 
Ledture. 

I  conclude  with  addreffing  myfelf  in  a  very  few 
words,  firh,  to  the  parents  of  the  other  fex.  You  fee 
what  a  heavy  burden  God  and  nature  have  laid  upon 
the  weaker  of  the  two.  \  ou  are  bound  in  juhice,  in 
humanity,  in  gratitude,  to  alleviate  it.  To  no  pur- 
pofe  will  the  mother  watch  and  toil,  unlefs  you  co-op¬ 
erate.  She  has  part  of  her  reward  in  her  very  em¬ 
ployment  :  her  recompenfe  will  be  complete  if  fhe 
obtain  your  approbation,  and  retain  your  affedtion. 

Has 


j^ECT.  XX. 


Hlftory  of  Hannah . 


249 


Has  offence  arifen,  does  calamity  prefs,  is  the.  fpirit 
ruffled,  is  her  perfon  changed  ?  Reilect,  flic  is  the 
mother  of  thy  child  \  perhaps  fhe  loft  her  looks,  hei 
health,  it  may  he  her  fpirits  and  temper,  in  doing  the 
duty  of  a  mother  \  ftie  ought  to  be  the  more  eftima- 
ble  in  your  eyes  at  leaft. 

Let  me  next  fpeak  for  a  moment  to  ingenuous 
youth.  Young  man,  fuperadded  to  all  the  other  mo¬ 
tives  to  virtue,  if  you  feel  not  the  force  ol  this,  you 
are  loft  indeed.  There  is  a  worthy  woman  in  the 
world,  wTho  loves  you  as  her  own  foul,  who  gave  you 
your  firft  nourifhment  and  inftruciion,  who  brought 
you  into  life  at  the  rifle  of  her  own,  to  whom  nothing 
that  affefts  you  can  be  a  matter  of  indifference.  She 
is  jealous  over  you  with  a  holy  jealoufy.  If  you 
tread  in  the  ways  of  wifdom,  how  her  heart  will  be 
fatisfied  within  her !  If  you  decline  from  the  rjght 
path,  if  you  become  cc  a  Ion  of  Bella!,'’  you  will  rend 
her  with  fever er  pangs  than  thofe  which  fhe  endured 
in  bringing  thee  into  the  world.  And  can  your 
heart  permit  you  to  plunge  a  dagger  into  the  heart 
of  your  own  mother  ?  Who  does  not  fhudder  at  the 
thought  of  a  parricide  fo  deteftable,  fo  monftrous  ? 
For  a  mother’s  fake,  renounce  that  cc  covenant  with 
death retrace  thy  wandering  fteps,  refume  tire 
reins  of  felf-government,  and  return  to  real  reft  and 
joy. 

Young  woman,  let  thine  eyes  be  ftill  toward  the 
nurfe,  the  guide,  the  comforter,  the  refuge  of  thy 
early  years.  Alleviate,  by  partaking  of,  the  burdens 
and  labours  of  her  Ration  ;  diffipate  her  folici- 
tude  ;  foothe  her  pains ;  give  her  cauie  to  bids  the 
day  fhe  bare  thee.  Truft  in  her  as  thy  moft  prudent 
counfeilor,  as  thy  moft  affured  friend,  as  thy  moft  in¬ 
telligent  inftru&or.  Do  her  good  and  not  evil,  all 
the  days  of  thy  life.  Rife  into  ufefulnefs,  into  im¬ 
portance,  into  refpeftability,  by  marking  her  foot- 
fteps,  imbibing  her  fpirit,  following  her  example.  A 
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daughter  unkind,  undutiful,  ungrateful  to  a  mother, 
hs  of  all  monfters  the  molt  odious  and  difgufting. 
Youthful  excellence  is  never  more  amiable  and  at¬ 
tractive,  than  when  it  feeks  retreat  and  retirement  un¬ 
der  the  maternal  wing,  and,  fhrinking  from  the  pub- 

:ic  feeks  its  reward  in  a  mother's  fmile  of  appro¬ 
bation. 
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Nozv  the  Jons  of  Eli  were  Jons  oj  IB  chal :  they  knew  n 
the  Lord.  And  the  priefis 5  cufiom  with  the  people  was, 
that  when  any  man  offered  facrifice ,  the  prieffs  fervant 
came  while  the  flejh  was  infeething ,  with  a  flejh -hook  of 
three  teeth  in  his  hand  :  and  he  Jtruck  it  into  the  pan , 
or  kettle ,  or  caldron ,  or  pot :  all  that  the  flefh-hook 
brought  up ,  the  priejt  took  for  himfelf :  fo  they  did  in 
Shiloh ,  wrfo  a//  the  Ifraelites  that  came  thither.  Alfo 
before  they  burned  the  fat ,  prieffs  fervant  came ,  zz/z# 

faid  to  the  man  that  facrifice  d,  Give  flejh  to  roajl  for 
the  prieft :  for  he  will  not  have  fodden  flejh  oj  thee 5 
but  raw.  And  if  any  man  faid  unto  him ,  Let  them  not 
fail  to  burn  the  fat  prefently :  and  then  take  as  much  as  thy 
foul  defir eth,  then  he  would  anfwer  him ,  Nay,  but  thou 
Jhali  give  it  me  now  :  and  if  not ,  I  will  take  it  by  for  cc. 
Wherefore  the  fin  of  the  young  men  was  very  great 
before  the  Lord ,  for  men  abhorred  the  offering  oj 
the  Lord.  Now  Eli  was  very  old ,  and  heard  all  that 
his  fons  did  unto  all  Ifrael.  And  he  faid  unto  ihem.y 
Why  do  ye  fuch  things  ?  for  I  hear  of  your  evil  dealings 
by  all  this  people.  Nay y  my  foils  :  for  it  is  no  good 
report  that  I  hear  5  ye  make  the  Lord's  people  to  tranj- 
grefs . 

.  PERFECTION 
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1  LRFECTION  confifts  in  the  happy  medium  be- 
«  ueen  the  too  little  and  too  much.  It  is  eminent- 
>}  confpicuous  in  every  thing  that  comes  immediately 
iroin  God.  “He  is  the  rock,  his  work  is  perfect, 
and  all  his  ways  are  judgment.”  Contemplate  the 
stupendous  whole,  or  examine  the  minuted:  part,  and 
you  find  no  redundancy,  no  defedt.  All  is  good, 
vea,  very  good.  But  man  is  ever  in  the  extreme. 
Now,  under  the  power  of  an  indolence  which  lhrinks 
from  every  appearance  of  difficulty  or  danger,  and 
now  hurried  on  by  a  zeal  which  overleaps  all  the 
bounus  of  wifdom  and  dilcreiion.  Now,  he  cannot 
be  pi  evaded  on  to  begin,  and  now  nothing  can  per¬ 
suade  him  to  flop.  He  makes  his  very  good  to  be 

evil  fpoken  of,  by  imprudence  and  excefs  in  the  man. 
ner  of  performing  it. 

In  nothing  is  human  ignorance  and  frailty  more 
apparent,  than  in  the  important  article  of  education. 
It  is  conducted,  at  one  time,  with  a  feverity  that  in¬ 
timidates  and  overwhelms  ;  at  another,  with  a  lenity 
that  flatters,  encourages,  and  fofters  vice.  One  is 
driven  into  an  evil  courfe  by  defpair,  another  drawn 
into  it,  and  fortified  in  it,  by  exceffive  indulgence. 
It  .is,  in  truth,  no  eafy  talk  to  manage  this  matter 
aright.  The  modes  of  treatment  are  as  various  as 
the  character  and  difpofitions  of  the  young  ones,  who 
are  the  fubje&s  of  it.  The  application  of  a  general 
rule  is  impracticable  and  abl'urd.  The  difcipline 
which  would  opprefs  one  child,  is  hardly  fufficient  to 
reltrain  another  within  any  bounds  of  decency.  It 
is  happy  when  the  child  is  inured  to  habits  of  reftraint 
and  fubmiffion  from  the  cradle.  If  the  mother  has 
difcharged  her  duty  tolerably,  the  bufinefs  of  the  fa¬ 
ther  and  matter  is  half  executed.  Lad  Lord’s  day 
we  had  the  fatisfadtion  of  obferving  the  effects  of  an 
early  good  education,  in  the  example  of  Hannah,  the 
mother  of  Samuel.  We  law  in  her  conduct  a  happy 
mixture  of  tendernefs  and  refolution ;  of  attention 
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to  domeftic  employments,  and  regard  to  the  offices  of 
religion  \  of  moderated  anxiety  about  the  fafety  and 
comfort  of  her  fon’s  perfon,  and  prudent  concern 
about  the  culture  of  his  mind.  We  are,  this  evening,  to 
meditate  on  a  fubjed  much  lefs  pleafing,  but  not  lels  in- 
ftrudive  :  the  ruinous  effeds  of  education  negleded  ; 
youth  licentious  and  unreftrained,  finking  gradually 
into  univerfal  depravity,  and  iffuing  in  accumulated 
wretchednefs  and  untimely  death.  A  father  weak 
and  indulgent  ;  fons  profligate  and  abandoned  ;  a 
God  holy,  righteous,  and  juft. 

Obferve,  in  the  entrance,  the  provifion  which  in¬ 
finite  wifdom  has  been  making  to  fupply  the  breach 
which  was  ready  to  be  made  in  the  priefthood.  The 
meafure  of  the  iniquity  of  Eli’s  fons  was  nearly  full, 
their  deftrudion  was  haftening  on  ;  Samuel  is  already 
born,  inftruded  in,  prepared  for,  the  fervice  of  the 
tabernacle ;  and  the  care  of  a  pious  mother  has  been 
employed,  in  the  hand  of  Providence,  to  counterad 
the  criminal  negligence  and  carelefsnefs  of  a  too  eafy 
father. 

The  reprefentation  given  us  of  the  degeneracy  and 
diffolutenefs  of  theLevitical  family,  equals,  if  not  ex¬ 
ceeds,  all  that  hiftory  relates  of  the  irregularity,  and 
impurity  of  idol  worihip.  The  law  had  made  a  de¬ 
cent,  and  even  an  ample  provifion,  for  them  who 
miniftered  at  the  altar,  but  had  carefully  guarded 
againft  whatever  tended  to  countenance  luxury  or 
excefs.  But  behold  every  thing  confounded.  The 
diredors  of  religious  worfhip  are  become  the  patterns 
of  impiety.  There  is  no  reverence  of  God,  no  re¬ 
gard  to  man.  Before  the  fat  of  the  facrifice  fmokes 
upon  the  altar  of  Jehovah,  the  choiceft  pieces  of  the 
vidim  are  ferved  up  on  the  abominable  table  of  a 
luxurious  prieft.  The  pious  worfhipper  has  his  of¬ 
fering  marred,  his  fpirit  difcompoled,  the  feftiva!  of 
his  family  peace  difturbed  and  defrauded,  and  inde¬ 
cencies,  too  {hocking  to  be  mentioned,  clofe  the  feene 
of  riot  and  intemperance. 
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All  this  is  eafily  to  be  traced  up  to  early  habits  of 
indulgence  :  men  could  not  have  become  thus  wick¬ 
ed  all  at  once.  Had  the  authority  ot  the  father,  had 
the  fanftity  of  the  high-prieft,  had  the  ieverity  of 
the  judge  interpofed,  to  check  and  punifh  the  firft 
deviation  from  propriety,  it  had  never  come  to  this. 
We  may  judge  of  the  gentlenefs  with  which 
flighter  offences  were  reproved,  when  the  molt  atro¬ 
cious  tranfgrefiions  meet  with  fo  mild  a  rebuke  as 
this,  Nay,  my  fons,  it  is  no  good  report  that  I  hear/' 
This  is  rather  an  invitation  to  commit  iniquity,  than 
the  vengeance  of  a  magiftrate  to  expofe  and  lupprefs 
it.  To  point  out  the  aggravations  of  Eli’s  offence,  is 
neither  malicious  nor  ufelefs  ;  it  is  written,  among 
the  other  things  in  this  book,  for  our  inftru&ion, 
and  by  the  bleffmg  of  God  it  may  prove  faiutary,  as 
a  beacon  pointing  out  the  rock  on  which  others  have 
made  ihipwreck. 

Againft  his  perfonal  virtue  no  cenfure  is  infinuat* 
ed.  He  feems  to  have  been  one  of  thofe  quiet,  eafy, 
good-natured  men,  who  love  not  to  have  their  tran¬ 
quillity  difturbed,  and  areloth  to  difturb  that  of  others  ; 
who,  without  being  vicious  themfelves,  by  a  paffve 
tamenefs,  become  the  undefigned  abettors  of  the  fins 
of  other  men.  The  corruption  of  the  times  muff  in¬ 
deed  have  been  very  great,  when  it  was  fuppofed  pof- 
fible  for  the  miftrefs  of  a  family,  during  the  folemni- 
ty  of  a  facred  feftival,  to  be  difguifed  with  wine,  in 
the  face  of  the  fun,  in  the  court  of  God’s  houfe.  But 
the  bare  poffibility  of  fuch  a  cafe,  grievoufly  enhances 
his  guilt.  Lie  had  not  done  his  duty  as  the  public 
guardian  of  morals  and  religion,  or  Hannah  had 
not  been  fufpefted  of  intemperance,  and  the  fu Tpi- 
cion  reflects  the  higheft  dilhonour  on  both  h;s  un- 
derffanding,  and  his  heart  ;  his  bittereft  enemy  could 
not  have  deviled  a  feverer  cenfure  upon  his  conduct, 
than  that  under  the  priefthood  of  Eli  fuch  enonni- 
ties  were  committed,  and  connived  at. 
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Men  in  power  are  chargeable  not  only  with  the  evil 
which  they  do,  but  alfo  with  the  evil  which  they  might 
have  prevented,  but  did  not.  Pov/er  is  delegated  to 
them,  for  this  very  end,  that  they  may  be  “  a  terror 
to  evil  doers,5'  as  well  as  “  a  praile  to  fuch  as  do 
well.55  The  fame  carelefsnefs  runs  through  the  whole 
of  his  domeftic  and  public  adminiflration  ;  a  disor¬ 
derly  family,  a  polluted  church,  a  cFiftraded,  dagger¬ 
ing  date  ;  no  government,  or  what  was  worfe  than 
none.  The  bed  things  are  the  molt  liable  to  abufe  : 
and  we  diall  give  this  faulty,  unhappy  father  all  the 
credit  we  can.  His  errors  had  their  origin  perhaps  in 
goodnefs.  His  natural  difpofition  was  mild  and  gen¬ 
tle,;  his  parental  aifedion  was  great  ;  he  was  unwil¬ 
ling  to  render  any  one  unhappy ;  he  thought  of  pre¬ 
vailing  by  love.  He  began  with  overlooking  trifling 
faults;  he  flattered  himfelf  that  the  reafon  and  re¬ 
flection  of  riper  years  would  correct  and  cure  the 
wildnefs  and  irregularity  of  boyilh  days  ;  “  Surely  the 
young  men  will  by  and  by  fee  their  folly,  and  grow 
wifer.55  Who  would  not  rather  attempt  to  rule  by 
love  ?  But  what  is  the  proper  conduct  and  exprefficn 
of  love  ?  What  faith  the  wifed  of  mankind  ?  “  He 
that  fpareth  the  rod,  kateth  the  child.55  What  faith  the 
great  Father  and  Saviour  of  all  men  ?  “  As  many  as  I 
love,  1  rebuke  and  chaden.55  There  is  no  fuch 
thing  as  happinefs  but  in  habits  of  order,  decency 
and  fubjedion.  The  man,  or  the  child,  who  knows 
no  law  but  that  of  appetite  or  caprice,  mud  of  neced 
fity  be  miferable.  It  is  cruelty,  not  kindnels,  to  give  a 
man  up  to  himfelf ;  and  to  dream  of  changing  habits 
of  indolence,  diffipation,  and  criminal  indulgence,  by 
remondrance  and  reafon,  is  expeding  that  reafon 
ihould  furvive  itfelf,  or  that  it  (hould  effed,  when  en¬ 
feebled,  difordered,  and  corrupted,  what  it  could  not 
do  when  clear,  and  found,  and  vigorous.  But,  c*  the 
grace  of  God  is  almighty,  and  his  mercies  are  very 
great.”  Nay,  but  who  art  thou,  O  man,  who  dared 
to  exped,  or  to  aik  a  miracle  of  grace,  with  the  con- 
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fcioufnefs  of  having  neglefted  the  means,  which,  time¬ 
ly  employed,  might,  through  the  divine  bleffing,  have 
proved  effectual  without  a  miraculous  interpofition  ? 
The  one  talent  is  juftly  taken  away  from  him  who 
hid  it  in  the  earth,  and  it  is  given  to  increafe  the  ftore 
of  the  diligent  and  faithful  fervant,  who,  by  wifdom 
and  induftry,  had  increafed  his  five  talents  into  ten. 

The  human  mind,  put  under  early  culture,  may  be 
made  to  produce  any  thing.  It  poffeffes  a  happy  pli¬ 
ancy,  which  may  be  moulded  into  any  form.  But 
the  fariae  plant,  which,  young  and  tender,  you  could 
with  a  touch  bend  into  what  fliape  you  pleafed  ;  when 
grown  into  a  tree,  refills  every  effort  of  your  flrength. 
Cut  it  down  you  may,  break  it  you  may,  cleave  it 
afunder  you  may,  but  bend  it  you  cannot.  And 
alas,  how  great  a  portion  of  human  life  is  fpent  in 
ufelefs,  unavailing  regret  for  opportunities  loft,  fea- 
fons  mifpent,  mifchief  done,  mifery  incurred!  Yet 
men  will  not  profit  even  by  experience,  that  plained, 
mod  faithful,  and  mod  powerful  of  all  indruftors. 

Who  can  view,  without  pitying  him,  that  wretched 
old  man,  deploring  the  guilt  which  he  himfelf  had 
occafioned,  which  he  wants  refolution  to  punilh,  and 
wifdom  to  cure ;  which  is  proceeding  from  evil  to 
worfe,  filling  the  pad  with  remorfe,  and  overfpread- 
ing  the  future  with  defpair  ?  Ah,  how  heavily  he  dif¬ 
fers  in  his  age,  becaufe  thefe  profligate  fons  bore 
not  the  wholefotne  yoke  of  difcipline  and  reftraint  in 
their  youth  1  Who  can  conceive  the  anguilh  of  Jacob’s 
foul,  as  he  was  finking  into  the  grave  under  the  lofs 
of  a  gracious  fon  by  the  ftroke  of  Providence  ?  But 
what  is  it,  compared  to  the  more  dreadful  anguilh 
of  Eli,  looking  forward  in  horror  to  the  utter  extinc¬ 
tion  of  all  his  family,  with  the  infupportable  reflexion, 
that  all,  all  was  chargeable  upon  himfelf  ? 

The  character  and  behaviour  of  the  unhappy 
young  men  is  a  melancholy  and  affe£ling  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  progrefs  of  moral  corruption.  It  begins 

in  their  making  light  of  the  ordinances  of  religion, 
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which  they  were  bound,  by  their  office,  to  venerate 
themfelves,  and  to  recommend  by  their  example,  to 
others.  And  you  may  be  allured  there  is  fomething 
eflentially  wrong  about  that  man  who  expreffes  real 
or  affeCted  contempt  for  the  worfhip  of  God.  It  is 
a  grois  violation  of  the  laws  of  decency  and  good 
breeding.  For  what  title  can  you  have  to  infult  that 
fober-mmded  perfon,  who  has  given  you  no  provo¬ 
cation,  by  deriding  or  profaning  what  he  holds  fa- 
cred  ?  It  is  a  direct  defiance  to  the  laws  of  your  coun¬ 
try,  which  have  adopted  the  inllitutions  of  religion, 
to  aflift,  at  leaft,  in  carrying  on  and  fupporting  good 
government,  fo  elfential  to  public  happinefs.  lie  that 
defpifes,  therefore,  the  ordinances  of  God,  is  a  friend 
to  anarchy,  is  making  a  wicked  attempt  to  dilfolve  the 
bands  of  fociety,  and  deferves  to  be  treated  as  a  pub¬ 
lic  enemy.  It  is  an  argument  of  a  light  and  filly 
mind,  aiming  to  fupply  the  want  of  confequence,  by 
affected  boldnefs,  impiety  and  Angularity  ;  and  which, 
like  every  other  fpecies  of  affectation,  generally  miffes 
its  aim. 

In  the  example  before  us,  we  find  irreverence  to¬ 
ward  God  fpeedily  degenerating  into  violence  and  in- 
juftice  to  men.  And  indeed  what  hold  has  fociety  of 
that  man  who  has  fhaken  off  the  firft  and  ftrongeft 
obligations  of  his  nature,  who  has  profeffedly  degrad¬ 
ed  himfelf,  and  is  become  lefs  than  a  man,  in  making 
the  filly  attempt  to  be  thought  fomething  more.  He 
who  begins  with  defrauding  God  of  his  due,  will  not 
long  be  fcrupulous  about  invading  the  rights  of  his 
fellow- creature.  The  lame  fpirit  which  defers  the 
facrifice  till  an  unruly  appetite  be  firft  gratified,  will, 
by  and  by,  proceed  to  “  take  by  force”  the  portion 
of  .  another  ;  and  v/ill  lofe  all  fenfe  of  the  juft 

claims  and  real  wants  of  mankind,  in  pride  and  felfifh- 
nefs. 

The  third  ftage  of  this  humiliating  progrefs,  difcov- 
ers  to  us  men  wholly  brutified,  plunged  into  the  low- 

eft,  groifeft  feniuality ;  finking  deeper  and  deeper  in 
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the  mire,  till  nothing  remains  but  the  image  of  the 
raoft  odious  and  abominable  of  animals.  Young  man, 
look  at  the  picture,  confidev  it  well.  If  you  are  lo 
happy  as  to  have  preferved  your  virtue,  if  you  have 
any  favour  of  piety,  you  mult  regard  it  with  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  indignation  and  pity ;  if  you  are  not  loft  to 
the  feelings  of  humanity,  it  will  fill  you  with  loathing 
and  difguft.  The  fequel  will  teach  us  many  import¬ 
ant  lelfons.  For  my  own  part,  ever  fince  I  became 
a  father,  I  have  never  been  able  to  read  this  hiftory 
without  trembling  ;  and  my  anxiety  has  not  been  di- 
minilhed  by  reflecting,  that  the  children  whom  God 
has  given  me,  neither  in  their  bodies,  nor  their  minds, 
nor  their  difpofitions,  are  among  the  loweft  of  their 
fpecies.  I  have  an  awful  conviction,  that  if  any  of 
them  fhould  unhappily  turn  out  ill,  a  great  part  of 
the  blame  will  be  imputable  to  myfelf.  I  am  fre¬ 
quently  tempted  to  rejoice  that  none  of  my  grown 
children  have  made  choice  of  my  own  profeftion,  the 
moft  dangerous,  the  moft  refponfible  of  all ;  and  I 
am  much  more  alarmed  at  the  apprehenfion,  that 
when  they  are  become  men  and  women,  they  may  ac- 
cufe  me  of  over-indulgence,  than  I  am  now,  of  being 
thought  harfh  and  unkind  by  children. 

As  the  greateft  and  moft  refpe&able  part  cf  my  au¬ 
dience  are  parents,  I  muft  of  neceffity  apply  the  great 
and  important  fubject  of  my  difcourfe  particularly  to 
them.  And,  as  I  always  flatter  myfelf  with  the  great¬ 
er  hope  of  fuccefs  with  female  parents,  I  tats.e  the  lib¬ 
erty  of  addrefting  myfelf  firft  to  mothers.  Providence, 
my  friends,  as  I  have  frequently  repeated,  has  laid  the 
earlieft,  the  heavieft,  and  the  moft  important  part  of 
education,  upon  you  ;  but  it  has  alio  alleviated  and 
fvveetened  the  talk  by  many  peculiar  affe&ions  and  en¬ 
dearments.  Let  me  "fuppofe  you  have  done  your  duty, 
and  carefully  reared  up  infancy  and  childhood,  ft  he 
charge  muft  then  pafs  into  other  hands.  But  furely 
both  your  heart  and  confcience  tell  you  that  you  have 

not  vet  done  with  them.  Female  children  in  pat- 
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tLuiar  are  an  anxious  and  a  lafting  burthen  upon  the 
mother.  They  love  you,  they  look  up  to  you,  they 
imitate  you.  You  mud  be  therefore  what  you  wilh 
them  to  become.  Will  a  daughter  learn  to  be  induf- 
trious  from  an  idle,  indolent  mother  ?  Will  fhe  learn 
to  be  fober-minded,  by  feeing  you  habitually  carried 
away  by  the  pride  of  life  ?  Will  Ihe  catch  the  fpirit 
of  piety  from  one  whofe  very  fabbaths  are  devoted  to 
dillipation  and  pleafure  ?  I  will  not  infult  you  by  fup- 
poling  that  a  pofitively  bad  example  has  been  let,  or 
that  your  darling  charge  may  have  grofsly  deviated 
from  the  paths  of  virtue  ;  but  let  me  fuppofe,  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  a  cafe  that  may,  and  does,  happen  everyday  ;  that 
your  daughter  has  grown  up  with  a  vain,  light,  world¬ 
ly  mind ;  has  acquired  a  tafte  for  drefs  and  amufe- 
ment ;  has  become  a  perfect  miftrefs  of  the  ufual  ac~ 
complifhments  of  the  day  and  place  in  which  we  live  ; 
has  become  an  objeft  of  attention  and  admiration. 
Let  me  fuppofe  her  attacked  with  difeafe,  and  that 
difeafe,  perhaps,  the  effect  of  levity  and  diffipation. 
See,  the  roles  are  fading  upon  her  cheek,  her  “  beau¬ 
ty  is  waiting  like  a  moth  all  her  vivacity  is  reduc¬ 
ed  to  the  fudden  glow  of  the  heftic,  which  is  gone, 
before  it  is  well  come  ;  Ihe  feels  the  witnefs  of  death 
at  her  heart,  Ihe  looks  up  to  you  with  clouded,  wilt¬ 
ful  eyes,  and  fays,  Ah,  my  mother,  you  was  too  in¬ 
dulgent  to  me.  You  alfiltedthe  tongue  of  the  flatter¬ 
er,  and  taught  me  to  forget  myfelf.  I  was  made  to 
believe  myfelf  an  angel,  and  now  feel  that  I  am  a 
worm.  Seeking  to  fhine  in  the  eyes  of  man,  I  have 
neglefted  the  means  of  finding  favour  in  the  fight  of 
God.  I  now  wilh  I  had  frequented  the  houfe  of  prayer 
more ;  I  wilh  I  had  not  frequented  the  company  of 
the  giddy,  the  thoughtlefs,  and  the  profane.  I  do  not 
accule  my  dear  mother,  of  defignedly  milleading  me  ; 
but  would  to  God  fhe  had  better  underftood  her  own 
duty  and  my  real  interefL  Life  had  been  more  re- 
fpeftable,  and  death  lefs  frightful  than  I  find  it  to 
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be.  O  my  God,  have  mercy,  have  mercy  upon 

yy 

me.  - — — 

It  had  been  eafy  to  have  added  to  the  ftrength  of 
this  addrefs  ;  but  even  from  this  the  maternal  heart 
recoils,  ^and  deprecates  with  horror,  an  hour  fo 
dreadful.  Well,  blefled  be  God,  it  is  yet  a  great  way 
oft' ;  and  what  is  more,  it  is  in  your  power  to  prevent 
it ;  I  do  not  mean  the  ftroke  of  death  ;  but  the  arrow 
of  death  dipt  in  the  poifon  of  remorfe.  God  grant 
that  none  here  may  ever  feel  it.  r 

The  criminality  of  Eli  confided,  my  brethren,  in 
the  negledt  of  his  duty ;  and  you  have  feen  how  fatal 
that  neglect  was  to  himfelf  and  to  his  family.  Dare 
I  fuppofe  there  is  a  father  here,  who  has  been  more 
than  paffive  in  the  corruption  of  his  own  child  ;  who 
has  been  the  promoter  and  the  pattern  of  wickednefs  y 
who  has  with  his  own  hand  fcattered  the  feeds  of 
death  in  that  precious  foil  ;  and  trained  up  an  immor¬ 
tal  being  to  deftruction  ?  Paufe,  and  conlider.  Are 
you  prepared  to  meet  the  ftings  of  an  awakened  con¬ 
fidence,  accufing  thee  of  murder,  of  foul-murder,  the 
murder  of  thy  own  fon,  whom  thou  lovedft  ?  Are  you 
fortified  againft  the  cutting  reproaches  of  that  child, 
laving  his  eternal  ruin  to  your  charge?  Have  you 
prepared  your  defence  aga  mft  that  awi  y 
righteous  God  fhall  demand  an  account  of  the  facred 
trull  committed  to  thee  ?  If  to  contemplate  his  pun- 
ifhment  at  a  diftance  be  woe  unutterable,  what  were 
it,  to  be  at  once  the  caufe  and  the  partaker  of  it  ?  The 
terrified  imagination  flees  from  this  hell  of  hells,  and 
fecks  refuge  in  prayer  to  a  merciful  God,  that  he 
would  gracioufly  fave  you  from  it. 

Let  young  ones  be  perfuaded  to  be  patient  of  re- 
flraint,  of  correction,  and  of  reproof.  You  are  not 
grieved  willingly,  you  are  not  afflicted  unneceffarily, 
you  are  not  chaftifed  out  of  caprice.  “  My  fon,  hear 
the  inftru&ion  of  thy  father,  and  forfake  not  the  law 
of  thy  mother  :  for  they  lhall  be  an  ornament  ot 
trrace  unto  thy  head,  and  chains  about  thy  neck.  My 
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fon,  if  finners  entice  thee,  confent  thou  not.”* — “  A 
wife  fon  maketh  a  glad  father  ;  but  a  foolilh  fon  is, the 
heavinefs  of  his  mother.”!  Venerate  the  name,  the 
day,  the  houfe,  the  worlhip  of  God,  Remember  that 
want  of  decency  is  want  of  fenfe  :  that  the  immoder¬ 
ate  indulgence  of  appetite  is  inimical  to  all  true  enjoy¬ 
ment  :  that  what  is  renounced,  from  re fp eel  to  rea- 
fon  and  confcience,  is  enjoyed:  that  prelent  comfort, 
and  future  happinels,  are  built  on  habits  of  order, 
felf-government,  juftice,  benevolence,  and  fubjection 
to  divine  authority. 

» 

*  Prov.  i.  8—io.  f  Prov.  x.  I. 

[1  make  no  apology  for  giving  this  difeourfe  from  the  prefs,  under 
a  title  that  bears  the  name  of  Hannah  :  The  contrail;  which  it  prefents 
being  her  higheft  encomium,  next  to  the  account  given  of  Samuel,  in 
the  following  Le&ure,  which,  of  courfe,  clofes  her  hidovy,  and  fulfils 
our  deiign.l 
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LECTURE  XXII. 

I  SAMUEL  ii.  2 6. 

And  the  child  Samuel  grew  on ,  and  was  in  favour  both 
with  the  Lord  and  alfo  with  men . 

No  appearance  of  nature  is  more  ftriking,  no  one 
affords  a  more  complete  demonftration  of  the  great 
Creator’s  confummate  wifdom  and  unremitting  atten¬ 
tion,  than  the  gradual  and  imperceptible  progrefs  of 
every  thing  in  nature,  to  its  perfection,  and  to  its  dif- 
folution.  The  dawning  light  infenfibly  advances  to 
the  perfect  day,  and  the  moment  high  noon  is  gained, 
an  approach  is  made  towards  night.  When  the  moon 
has  waned,  till  fhe  is  loft  in  the  fun’s  brighter  rays, 
Ihe  begins  to  emerge  into  form  and  luftre  again  ;  hav¬ 
ing  waxed  till  her  refplendent  orb  is  full,  that  mo¬ 
ment  fhe  begins  to  decay.  We  are  prepared  to  bear 
the  raging  heat  of  the  dog-ftar  by  the  grateful  vicii- 
fitudes  and  advances  of  fpring ;  and  are  fortified 
againft  winter’s  ftormy  blaft,  by  the  contracting  light 
and  the  temperate  cold  of  fober  autumn. 

Human  life  too  has  its  morning,  noon  and  night  ; 
its  fpring  and  fall  ;  and  empires  have  their  infancy, 
maturity  and  old  age.  Time  is  the  dawning  of  eter¬ 
nity  y  earth  is  the  fcene  of  preparation  for  heaven  ; 
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and  mortality  the  paffage  to  life  and  immortality. 
Every  thing  is  beautiful  in  its  feafon,  and  every  itate 
is  a  preparation  for  that  which  is  to  fucceed  it.  .  Na¬ 
ture  and  providence  admit  of  few  fudden  and  violent 
tranfitions  ;  becaufe  the  human  frame,  both  of  body 
and  mind,  is  little  qualified  to  endure  them. 

The  paffage  before  us  prefents  one  of  the  moil 
pleading  objects  of  contemplation— human  hie  at  its 
happielt  period,  and  in  its  molt  Imihng  alpecf  etll'y 
youth,  increafing  beauty  and  ftrength,  gradual  ana 
regular  improvement.  While  the  family  ol  Eli 
was  exhibiting  multiplied  inftances  of  the  fatal  ei- 
fedls  of  negleded  infancy  and  unicftiained  child¬ 
hood,  the  fon  of  Elkanah  was  filentiy  demonftradng 
the  importance  of  early  culture,  and  modeltly  repiov- 
ing  grey  hairs,  by  exemplifying  the  1  efforts  which 
his  pious  and  prudent  mother  had  taught  him.  The 
felf- fame  ideas  are  here  employed  to  defcribe  the  early 
progrefs  of  Samuel  in  wifdom,  beauty,  and  goodnefs, 
which  are  afterwards  applied  to  Chrilt  himfelf,  at  a 
fitnilar  period  of  his  earthly  exiftence,  and  they  fui- 
nifh  us  with  many  excellent  additional  hints  reflecting 
the  important  fubjedt  of  education,  which  now  oe- 
ferve  to  be  more  at  large  unfolded.  I  fw  child 
Samuel  grew  on,  and  was  in  favour  both  with  the 
Lord,  and  alfo  with  men  and  “  Jefus  increafed 
in  wifdom  and  ftature,  and  in  favour  with  God  and 


man.” 

Obferve  here,  firft.  What  is  the  work  or  nature, 
namely,  to  grow  on,  to  “  increafe  in  ftature.  i  he 
moment,  O  man,  thy  child  begins  to  breathe,  a  prog^ 
refs  commences  which  nothing  can  ftop.  Grow  he 
will,  and  muff  j  ceafe  from  all  folicitude  on  this  lcore. 
Thefe  feeble  limbs  will  gather  ftrength  ;  by  {tumbling 
and  falling,  he  will  learn  to  walk  and  run  ;  after  Ham¬ 
mering  for  a  while,  he  will  come  to  fpeak  plainly,  and 
he  who  feems  at  prefent  hardly  to  poflefs  the  faculty  of 
light,  will  foon  diftinguifh  objedt  from  object.  Ceafe 
from  the  vain  imagination  of  aflifting  or  improving 

’  nature. 
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nature.  Affift  nature 1  If  you  try  to  mend  that 
lhape,  truft  me,  you  will  fpoil  it.  Tvery  violent  at¬ 
tempt  to  quicken  growth  will  but  retard  it,  and  an 
over-lolicitude  to  preferve  health,  will  infallibly  fcatter 
the  feeds  of  diftemper.  loward  the  improvement 
of  the  bodily  faculties,  the  molt  anxious  and  intelli¬ 
gent  parent  can  do  juft  nothing  at  all ;  “  by  taking 
thought  he  cannot  add  one  cubit  to  the  ftature  it  is 
by  cultivating  the  mind,  only,  that  the  features,  fhaoe 
and  perfon  can  be  improved.  r 

The  reverfe  of  this  is  the  pradice  of  the  world. 
The  whole  attention  is  dire&ed  to  perfonal  accom- 
plifhment.  Nature  is  cramped,  ftretched,  diftorted, 
to  humour  an  ablurd  tafte  and  an  erroneous  judg¬ 
ment,  and  fhe  avenges  herfelf  for  the  unwife  encroach¬ 
ment  on  her  province,  by  encroaching,  in  her  turn, 
on  the  province  of  reafon  and  difcretion  ;  rendering 
all  their  late  efforts  ufelefs  and  unprofitable ;  making- 
education,  which  is  clogged  with  io  many  difficulties 
already,  abfolutely  impracticable.  What  can  the 
wifefi  matter  do,  I  befeech  you,  with  a  temper  foured 
by  habits  of  unnatural  reftraint,  with  a  mind  rendered 
fickly  by  petty  attentions  to  pundilio,  with  a  fpirit 
fvvallowed  up  in  a  fenfe  of  its  own  importance  ?  And 
yet  the  mafter  is  blamed  for  the  fault,  w'hich  parents 
themfelves  have  committed.  Guard  your  child  as 
well  as  you  can  from  accidents.  See  that  his  food  be 
funple  and  wholefome,  and  adrniniftered  in  due  fea- 
fon  ;  let  his  body  be  free  and  unfettered ;  his  cloathing 
light  and  eafy ;  his  exercifes,  both  as  to,  kind  and 
duration,  of  his  own  choofmg  ;  and  he  will  grow  on, 
and  increafe  in  ftature,  he  will  acquire  vigour, 
will  preferve  fweetnefs  of  temper,  will  be  happy 
in  himfelf,  and  a  fource  of  happinefs  to  all  around 
him  ;  he  will  pafs  with  cheerfulnefs,  like  Samuel,  in¬ 
to  the  hands  of  his  inftruftor,  without  any  prejudices, 
but  fuch  as  are  on  the  fide  of  goodnefs,  and,  through 
the  blefling  of  Heaven,  will  day  by  day  fulfil  a  pa¬ 
rent’s  hope,  and  conftitute  a  parent’s  joy. 


There 
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There  is  a  fruitleis,  perhaps  a  finful  anxiety, .  of 
another  kind,  which  parents  fometimes  exprels,  and 
which  often  becomes  a  fourcc  of  diftrefs  to  themfelves, 
and  of  partiality  and  iniuftice  to  their  children.  1  mean 
the  fex  of  their  offspring.  The  expectation  of  pride, 
avarice,  ignorance,  or  caprice,  prehirnes  tp  ulurp  the 
prerogative  of  omnifcience,  and,  m  the  event  or  on- 
appointment,  cruelty  and  injuftice  to  an  innocent 
babe  are  fuper added  to  impiety  toward  a  wife  and 
righteous  God.  It  is  dangerous,  as  well  as  criminal, 
to  aiTume  the  incommunicable  attributes  of  Deity. 
The  man  is  equally  unhappy  in  attaining  or  miffing 
his  object,  if  he  purfue  it,  neglefting,  defying,  or  ac- 
cufing  the  interpolation  of  Providence.  There  is  an 
inflance  of  goodnefs  in  the  divine  adrrufiiftration 
which  is  too  generally  overlooked,  too  little  prized 
and  acknowledged  ;  namely,  the  perfect  and  exac'r 
conformation  of  children,  both  in  body  and  mind. 
Among  the  myriads  which  are  daily  born  into  the 
world,  how  rare  are  the  exceptions  from  the  general 
rule !  Every  one  bears  the  marks  of  fovereign  wif- 
dom,  is  the  produftion  of  omnipotence,  has  the  im¬ 
age  of  God  imprefied  upon  him.  How  few  exceed 
or  fall  fhort  of  the  juft  ftandard  in  refpect  of  ftature  ! 
How  few  are  born  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  reafon,  how 
few  deficient  or  redundant  in  their  bodily  organs  I 
And,  may  not  even  thefe  few  deviations  from  the 
general  rule,  thefe  acts  of  divine  fovereignty  in  the 
government  of  the  world,  ferve  in  a  future  economy, 
more  glorioufly  to  illuftrate  the  perfections  of  Him 
who  has  formed  all  things  to  the  honour  of  his  own 
great  name. 

Is  thy  child,  O  man,  born  complete  in  all  his  mem¬ 
bers,  is  he  endued  with  the  ordinary  intellectual 
powers,  is  he  like  the  children  of  thy  neighbour  ? 
How  much  art  thou  indebted  to  the  goodnefs  of  Heav- 
en  !  Are  his  faculties,  corporeal  or  mental,  as  paren¬ 
tal  partiality  is  frequently  difpofed  to  believe,  fuperior 
to  thofe  of  others  ?  Remember,  it  is  a  great  addition 
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to  thy  charge  ;  fee  that  thou  mar  not  the  work  of 
God,  disfigure  not  that  fair  fabric,  pervert  not  talents 
peculiarly  precious  and  rare,  let  not  thy  pflory  be 
turned  into  fhame.  Has  Providence,  O  woman, 
wounded  thee  there  where  thy  fenfibility  is  greateft, 
in  the  11  nit  of  thy  womb?  Be  of  good  comfort,  he 
m  whom  thou  trufteft,  on  whom  thou  haft  believed, 
faith,  44  Behold  I  make  all  things  new.”  Then  46  the 
eye  of  the  blind  lhall  be  opened,  and  the  ear  of  the 
ueca  unftopped,  then  the  lame  man  flia.ll  leap  as  an 
hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  fmg.”  44  The  vile 
body  fhall  be  changed  and  fafhioned^iike  to  Chrift’s 
gioiious  body.  I  hen  the  foul  which  fcarcely  awoke 
to  tea fon,  fhall  dilcern  judgment,  and  the  wandering 
ipirit  fhall  be  brought  back  to  compofure  and  tranquil- 
iity.  Young  man,  young  woman,  haft  thou  received 
from  the  bountiful  hand  of  nature,  a  found  mind  in 
a  found  and  well-proportioned  body  ?  Defile  not,  de- 
ftroy  not  that  fair  temple  ;  let  it  be  44  an  habitation 
of  God  through  the  Spirit let  the  image  of  the 
divine  inhabitant  fhine  ferenely  on  that  forehead, 
beam  benevolence  from  that  eye,  diftil  in  accents  of 
kindnefs  irom  thofe  lips.  Force  not  upon  the  be¬ 
holder  the  humiliating  contraft  between  a  lovely  form 
and  a  hateful  difpofition  ;  be  all  of  a  piece. 

Oblerve,  fecondly,  The  work  of  education,  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  virtuous  habits  and  example.  Samuel  not 
only  grew  on  but  grew7  gracious ,  grew  in  favour. 
There  is  naturally  a  prejudice,  in  the  hrft  inftance,  in 
favour  of  youth  and  beauty,  independent  of  other 
qualities  ;  but  that  prejudice  quickly  dies  away, 
where  perfonal  comelinefs  is  unfupported  by  corref- 
ponding  goodnefs.  But  if  it  be  found  disfigured  by 
vice,  not  only  is  the  favourable  impreflion  effaced,  but 
exchanged  for  a  counter  impreflion  of  deteftation  and 
contempt.  As,  on  the  contrary,  the  prejudice  againft 
ordinary  looks  is  alfo  momentary,  wdien  we  find  them 
allied  to  fenfe  and  talents,  piety  and  modeftv  ;  and 
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our  efteem  and  veneration  oi  the  chaiacter  are  nignly 

increafed  from  our  expe&ing  lets. 

Poor  indeed  is  that  virtue  which  lives  only  111  the 
eftimation  of  the  world,  which  aims  only  at  the  ap¬ 
probation  and  praife  of  men  ^  but,  on  the  otnci  hand, 
true  virtue  will  always  he  concerned  to  preferve  rep¬ 
utation,  will  ever  prefer  a  good  name  to  great  riches, 
and  unaffectedly  fejoice  in  the  etteem  of  the  wife  and 
o-ood,  as  part  of  its  reward.  What  a  motive  was  it 
to  a  youth  like  Samuel  to  perfevere  in  well  doing,  to 
grow  in  grace,  to  have  his  decency  of  behav'ioui,  his 
filial  affe&ion,  his  docility  and  fubniiilion  to  Eh,  his 
unaffumme  piety,  his  growing  wndoru,  his  e^pand- 
incr  faculties,  obferved>d  commended  by  all  who 
came  to  attend  the  fervice  of  the  tabernacle  !  i  his  is 
not  pride,  it  is  the  honeft  confcioufnefs  of  a  worthy 
mind,  loving  and  feeking  what  is  good,  not  ioi  toe 
fake  of  fame,  but  its  own  ;  yet  rejoicing  in  fame  as 
one  of  the  fruits  of  goodnefs.  That  boy,  that  youth, 
that  man,  that  woman,  is  loft,  who  is,  or  who  pro- 
fefles  to  be,  indifferent  about  the  opinion  of  the  world. 
The  love  of  reputation  is  one  of  the  trees  of  nature’s 
planting,  and  none  of  her  plants  are  eafily  rooted  up  \ 
it  often  furvives  the  hope  of  life  itfelf,  and  the  man 
difeovers  an  earned  concern  about  Ins  memory,  after 
he  has  refigned  his  head  to  the  executioner,  and  his 


body  to  the  grave. 

I  recommend  not  to  you,  my  young  friend,  that 
fertility  of  deportment,  that  fawningnefs  of  iubmii- 
fion  and  compliance  which  aims  at  the  applaufe  of 
every  one  alike,  which  is  continually  fearful  of  giving 
offence,  which  (brinks  from  doing  good,  left  by  feme 
it  might  be  mifeonftrued  ;  but  that  fteadinefs  and 
perfeverance  in  reCfitude,  which  looks,  and  goes, 
ftraight  on,  which  neither  courts  nor  fhuns  the  pub¬ 
lic  eye,  which  can  rejoice  in  the  addition  of  the  praife 
of  men  to  the  teftimony  of  a  good  confcience,  hut 
trembles  to  think  of  purchafmg  the  one  with  the  lofs 
of  the  other.  It  generally  happens,  in  this  cafe,  as 
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it  did  to  Solomon  in  another.  Young  men  who  pur- 
lue  virtue  on  its  own  account,  and  afk  wifdom  of  God 
m  the  fir (l  place,  certainly  obtain  what  they  feek  and 
pray  for,  and  they  alfo  obtain  what  they  neither  afked 
nor  fought ;  the  love  of  their  fellow-creatures  :  the 
favour  oi  man,  comes  unfolicited  to  him,  while  he 
was  purfuing  a  much  higher  object,  peace  with  God, 
and  peace  with  himfelf ;  whiie  he  who  aimed  at  the 
inferior  object:  alone,  miffes  even  that  little,  and  thus 
becomes  poor  indeed.  The  foundation  of  Samuel’s 
future  eminence  and  ufefulnefs,  was  thus  laid  in  the 
eaiiy  and  tender  care  of  a  wife  and  pious  mother. 

never  been  refpected  in  the  temple, 
had  never  been  the  objeft  of  general  favour  abroad, 
had  the  child  learned  to  be  froward,  petulant  or  peev- 
ilh  in  his  lather’s  houfe,  O  woman,  would  you 
have  the  world  to  think,  of  your  darling  fon  as  you  do, 
put  yourfelf  betimes  in  the  place  of  an  unconcerned 
1  ^  .  ,  9  tm  as  an  entire  flranger  would  do, 

and  let  difcretion  regulate  the  overflowings  of  your 
heart.  Ah,  had  Hannah  favoured  her  child  more, 
ITrael  had  favoured  him  lefs  {  How  ample  and  how 
Iweet,  even  in  this  world,  are  the  rewards  of  felf-gov- 
ernment,  of  felf-denial,  of  moderation  !  Men  literally, 
in  many  inftances,  enjoy  what  they  rejetf,  and  lofe 
what  they  gain.  He  who  lendeth  to  the  Lord,  lays 
out  his  property  on  the  bed  fecurity,  and  to  the 
greated  advantage.  Samuel  is  infinitely  more  his 
mother’s  at  Shiloh  than  at  Ramah  ;  his  worth  is  mul¬ 
tiplied  in  proportion  as  it  is  communicated,  and  en¬ 
riches  the  public  fund  without  impoverishing  the 
private  flock.  The  eyes  of  a  whole  people  are  already 
to  him,  the  expectation  of  man  keeps  pace  with  the 
dedination  of  Providence  ;  and  the  child,  miniftering 
in  a  linen  ephod,  becomes  more  gracious,  from  com- 
parifon  with  the  polluted  miniflrations  of  ungracious 
and  ungodly  men. 

Obferve,  thirdly.  Youth’s  higheft  praife,  the  mod 
glorious  reward  of  goodnefs,  the  happieft  effefl:  of 
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crood  education,  Samuel  was  ‘c  in  favour  with  God. 

To  obtain  this  molt  honourable  diftinction,  much  more 
was  requifite  than  a  regular  and  modeft  deportment, 
much  more  than  promifing  talents,  and  childifh  inno¬ 
cence,  and  the  other  qualities  which  attract  and  capti¬ 
vate  the  eyes  of  men.  The  love  of  God  has  been  oe- 
times  flied  abroad  in  that  heart  ;  Hannah  has  been 
mindful  of  her  vow,  and  taught  her  fon  to  remtmbei 
his  Creator  in  the  days  of  his  youth  }  and  how  grate¬ 
ful  is  early  piety  to  Him  who  faith,  Cw  My  ton,  give 
me  thine  heart  !5?  Lo,  God  has  imprefied  nis  own 
image  on  that  tender  mind,  and  fees,  and  loves,  and 
approves  his  own  work.  The  great  Jehovah  has  de- 
figned  this  wonderful  child  for  high  things,  irom  the 
very  womb,  has  railed  him  up  to  be  the  rifing  again 
of  many  in  Ifrael,”  to  purify  a  polluted  church,  to 
fave  a  finking  ftate,  and  is  fitting  him,  from  the  cra¬ 
dle,  for  his  high  deflination. 

The  eye  of  the  Lord  obferves  with  delight  the  prog- 
refs  of  this  plant  of  renown.  He  is  haftening  his 
own  work  in  righteoufnefs,  is  ready  to  perfect,  by 
heavenly  vifions,  the  inftruftions  of  a  pious  mother,  is 
%  preparing  to  crown  the  gracious  with  more  grace. 
The  favour  of  man  is  frequently  the  child  ol  igno¬ 
rance  or  caprice.  They  love  and  hate  they  know  not 
why.  Sometimes  they  hate  where  they  ought  to  love, 
and  love  where  they  ought  to  hate  ;  but  the  favour 
of  God  is  ever  founded  in  knowledge,  is  undirected 
by  partial  affeftion  or  perfonal  regards,  is  the  refult 
of  reafon,  the  applaufe  which  perfect  wifdom  bellows 
on  diftinguifhed  excellence.  Samuel  mult  have  mer¬ 
ited  praife,  elfe  this  praife  had  not  been  conferred  on 
him.  And  lingular  mult  that  merit  have  been,  which 
could  unite  judgments  fo  different,  interefts  which  io 
frequently  clafii.  He  who  makes  it  his  ftudy  to  pleale 
man,  can  hardly  be  the  fervant  of  God  ;  and  to  aim 
at  pleafing  God  is  not  always  the  road  to  the  favour 
of  men.  Nothing  but  genuine,  unaffected  goodnefs 
could  have  procured  this  joint  approbation  of  God 
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and  man;  and  there  is  a  charm  in  true  goodnefs, 
which  is  irreiiftible.  It  may  be  overlooked  for  a  fea- 
fon5  it  may  be  borne  down,  it  may  be  obfcured,  it  may 
be  mifreprefented,  it  may  be  hated  and  oppofed ;  but 
it  will  prevail  at  length,  will  force  itfelf  into  notice* 
v. il!  arife  and  fhine,  will  command  refpect,  filence  en¬ 
vy,  triumph  over  oppolltion  ;  rejoice  the  wife  and 
good,  and  keep  the  wicked  in  awe. 

What  inode  of  addreis  fficil I  I  employ,  to  engage, 
for  a  moment,  the  attention  of  young  ones  ;  and°to 
imp  refs  upon  their  hearts  the  importance  of  my  fub- 
je£f  ?  Would  to  God  I  could  again  become  a  little 
child,  that,  with  the  leifons  of  experience,  I  might 
regulate  my  own  future  conduct,  and  be  an  ufeful 
monitor  to  the  fi tuple  and  inexperienced.  I  would 
in  that  caie  fay,  My  little  friend,  God  and  nature 
have  made  you  lovely.  The  candour,  and  franknefs, 
and  benevolence  of  .your  heart  fhine  upon  your  coun¬ 
tenance.  Every  day  difclofes  fome  new  grace.  You 
are  increafmg  in  ffature  :  you  are  growing  in  favour 
with  all  who  behold  you.  Every  one  thinks  well, 
fpeaks  well,  hopes  well  of  you.  Grow  on.  Preferve 
that  amiable  fimplicity.  Let  it  be  the  charm  of  ad¬ 
vancing  years,  of  expanding  faculties.  Let  that 
blooming  face  be  ftill  raifed  to  Heaven  with  modeft 
confidence  ;  and  thofe  gracious  eyes  ftill  beam  good¬ 
will  to  men.  May  I  never  fee  that  open  forehead 
clouded  and  contracted.  What,  fhall  the  horrid 
traces  of  vice  disfigure  that  form  ?  Shall  every  one 
that  paffeth  by  be  confcrained  to  turn  away  with  loath¬ 
ing  and  averfion  ?  Shall  the  mother  who  bare  thee, 
have  her  face  covered  with  a  blufh  when  thou  art 
named  ?  Mult  file  be  made  to  mourn  the  day  which 
was  once  her  joy  ?  Angels  will  behold  your  progrefs 
with  delight;  they  will  rejoice  in  miniftering  unto  you  : 
they  are  ready  to  receive  you  into  their  number,  when 
your  courfe  is  finifhed.  God  himfelf  regards  you 
with  fmiles  of  complacency  ;  he  is  ever  ready  to  affift, 
to  counfel,  to  protect,  to  receive  you.  Let  there  be 
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joy  in  heaven  concerning  you.  Now,  now  is  the  fea- 
fon  for  laying  the  foundation  of  ufeful  life,  refpefta- 
ble  age,  comfortable  death. 

—But  what  do  I  fee  ?  That  youthful  face  already 
degraded  by  vice  !  fo  young,  and  fo  horrid  !  Unhap¬ 
py  youth,  the  depravity  of  thy  heart  is  painted  on  thy 
forehead.  The  fight  of  thy  own  countenance  filleth 
thee  with  horror.  Shame  and  remorfe  are  preying 
on  the  marrow  in  thy  bones.  In  the  hours  of  loli- 
tude  and  retirement,  ftretched  on  thy  bed,  to  which 
Deep  is  a  Granger,  thou  art  conftrained  to  reflect  on 
the  wretchednefs  of  thy  condition  ;  thou  feeleft  thy- 
felf  unworthy  of  the  prailes  bellowed  upon  thee,  by 
the  partiality  of  thole  who  know  thee  not ;  thou 
blufheft  in  fecret,  and  art  filled  with  indignation 
againft  thyfelf,  on  calling  to  remembrance  the  inno¬ 
cence  and  fimplicity  of  happier  days.  Thou  givelt  up 
thyfelf  as  loft.  No,  young  man,  do  not  abandon  thy¬ 
felf  to  defpair :  add  not  this  to  thy  offences ;  there  is 
help  for  thee,  let  it  re-animate  thy  courage.  Though 
<c  call  down,”  thou  art  “  not  deftroyed.”  However 
debafed  that  face,  it  is  in  thy  powder  to  amend,  to  en¬ 
noble  it.  Thou  wert  not  deftined  always  to  remain  an 
innocent  child,  nor  couldeft  thou :  by  Humbling  and 
falling  thou  wert  to  be  inftrudted  how  to  walk  and  to 
run.  Wert  thou  wounded  and  bruifed  ;  wert  thou 
plunged  into  the  abyfs  ?  there  is  an  arm  nigh  thee, 
which  is  able  to  raife  thee  up,  to  ftrengthen  and  to 
heal  thee.  Multitudes  like  thyfelf  have  been  recov¬ 
ered,  reftored,  eftablifhed.  “  As  a  father  pitieth 
his  children,  fo  the  Lord”  will  have  mercy  upon  thee, 
and  forgive,  and  receive  thee.  The  impure,  the  pro¬ 
fane,  the  blafphemer,  the  chief  of  finners,  have  repent¬ 
ed,  have  returned,  have  found  favour  ;  and  there  is 
hope  alfo  concerning  thee.  Only,  for  the  Lord’s  fake, 
and  for  thy  foul’s  fake,  proceed  no  farther,  perfevere 
no  longer  in  an  evil  courfe.  One  ftep  forward  may 
De  fatal ;  to-morrow  may  find  thee  in  the  place  where 
there  is  no  hope.  u  Behold  now  is  the  accepted 
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time,  behold  now  is  the  day  of  falvation.”  “  Seek 
the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  call  upon  him 
while  he  is  near.”  64  The  wind  is  boifierous,”  the 
lea  rages,  thou  art  cc  beginning  to  fink,”  thou  art 
ready  to  periih  ;  but  ffialt  not,  whilfl:  thou  art  able  to 
exclaim,  <c  Lord  fave  me  :”  for  behold  “  a  very 
prelent  help  in  trouble  that  helping  hand  which 
matched  Peter  from  the  roaring  gulf.  cc  And  imme¬ 
diately  Jefus  lir etched  forth  his  hand,  and  caught  him, 
and  laid  unto  him,  O  thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore 
didlt  thou  doubt 

—I  conclude  with  calling  upon  parents,  and  guar* 
dians,  and  inliruytors  of  youth,  ferioufly  to  conlider 
the  importance  of  the  trufl  committed  unto  them  ; 
and  to  discharge  it  under  a  fenfe  of  refponfibility  to 
God,  to  their  pupils,  to  their  country.  The  hiftory 
under  review  preffes  one  point  upon  you,  as  of  Angu¬ 
lar  moment,  and  clofely  connected  with  every  article 
of  education  and  consequent  improvement ;  I  mean 
the  ftudy  of  the  happy,  but  difficult  medium,  between 
excefilve  indulgence,  and  oppreffive  feverity.  The 
Heady  firmnefs  of  Hannah,  the  mother  of  Samuel, 
furnifhes  an  ufeful  example.  If  ever  there  was  a  child 
in  danger  of  being  corrupted  by  indulgence,  it  was 
he.  But  no  fymptom  of  it  appears.  He  is  treated 
as  a  mere  ordinary  lad,  and  from  his  earlieft  years, 
to  old  age,  evinces,  by  his  conduct,  the  excellence  of 
the  precepts,  and  the  fteadinefs  of  the  difcipline  which 
formed  his  character,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
eminence.  He  leaves  home,  and  parts  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  while  yet  a  child,  with  manly  fortitude.  Al¬ 
ready  under  habits  of  fubmiflion  to  parental  authority, 
he  cheerfully  transfers  that  fubmiflion  to  a  ftranger, 
to  Eli.  Untainted  by  imaginary  terrors,  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  night,  the  folemnity  of  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord,  filence  and  foiitude,  and  fleep  difturbed  by  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  unfeafonable  voices,  excite  in  him  no 
filly  apprehenfion,  draw  from  him  no  childifh  com¬ 
plaint, 
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plaint,  deter  him  from  the  performance  of  no  duty. 

In  all  this  we  cannot  but  recognize  the  wifdom,  the 
conftancy,  the  fortitude  of  his  excellent  mother.  Had 
fhe  been  foolifhly  fond,  he  had  been  peevilh,  and  pet¬ 
ulant,  and  timid,  and  difcontented.  1  ake  a  left  on 
from  her,  ye  mothers  of  young  children.  If  you 
would  have  thefe  children  happy,  they  muff  betimes 
be  inured  to  fubjeftion,  to  privation,  to  reitramt. 
To  multiply  their  defires  by  unbounded  gratification, 
is  the  fure  way  to  multiply  their  future  .  pains  and 
mortifications.  Reduce  their  wants  and  wifhes  to  the 
ftandard  of  nature,  and  you  proportionably  enlarge 
their  fphere  of  enjoyment.  Let  them  contra^  no  tear 
but  that  of  offending  God,  and  of  committing  fin. 
Let  them  learn  to  confider  all  places,  all  feaions,  all 
fituaticns  as  equal,  when  duty  calls,  lmprefs  on  their 
opening  minds  the  two  great  precepts  on  which  “  hang 
all  the' law  and  the  prophets,”  to  love  the  Lord  their 
God,  and  their  fellow-creatures.  Lead  their  infant 
fteps  to  the  Friend  of  little  children,  to  the  Saviour 
of  mankind  ;  to  the  knowledge,  the  belief,  the  love, 
the  hope,  the  confolations  of  the  gofpel,  and  thereby 
preferve  them  from  paths  wherein  deitioyeis  go. 

The  profligate  chara&er  and  untimely  end  of  Eli’s 
fons,  on  the  other  hand,  afford  a  folemn  admonition 
of  the  inevitably  ruinous  effe&s  of  unbounded  indul¬ 
gence  to  the  paflions  and  caprices  of  youth.  Had 
they  been  early  habituated  to  the  wholefome  reffraints 
of  piety,  decency  and  juftice,  they  could  not  have  be¬ 
come  thus  criminal,  nor  would  have  peiilhed  thus 
miferably.  In  the  exceffes  which  they  committed,  we 
clearly  fee  the  relaxed  government,  the  carelefs  in- 
fpe&ion,  the  unbounded  licentioufnefs  of  their  father’s 
houfe.  Negledt,  in  this  cafe,  occafioned  the  mifchief. 
And  the  negledfed  field  will  foon  be  over-run  with 
noxious  weeds,  though  you  fow,  defignediy,  no  poi- 
fon  in  it.  Fathers,  fee  to  it  that  your  inftrucfions  be 
found,  that  your  deportment  be  regular,  that  your 
difcipline  be  exa£t  Account  nothing  unimportant 
that  affe&s  the  moral  and  religious  chara&er  of  your 
Vol.  VI.  S  fon. 
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fon.  Precept  will  go  fo  far,  example  will  go  farther 
out  authority  rnuft  lupport  and  enforce  both  the  one 

I  otjier*  You  cannot,  indeed,  communicate 

tne  ipirit  of  grace,  but  you  can  certainly  form  youth 
to  habits  of  decency  and  order  :  and  habitual  decency 
is  nearly  allied  to  virtue,  and  may  imperceptibly  im¬ 
prove  into  it.  Do  your  part,  and  then  you  may  with 
confidence  66  caft  all  your  care”  on  God. 

May.  it  not  be  neceliary  to  throw  in  a  fhort  word 
of  caution  againfl  the  oppofite  extreme,  that  of  excef- 
five  feventy  to  offending  youth  ?  This  indeed  is  not 
lo  common  as  corruptive  indulgence  ;  but  this  too 
exifts.  .  How  many  promifing  young  men  have  been 
forced  into  a  continuance  in  an  evil  courfe,  have  been 
driven  to  defperation,  have  become  “  hardened 
through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,”  becaufe  the  firft 
deviation  could  find  no  mercy,  becaufe  a  father  arm¬ 
ed  himfelf  with  inflexible,  unrelenting  fternnefs,  for  a 
flighter  offence  ?  Alas,  how  many  amiable,  excellent, 
promifing  young  women  have  been  loft  to  God,  to 
their  families,  to  fociety  ;  have  been  dragged  into  the 
jaws  of  proftitution,  and  infamy,  and  difeafe,  and  pre¬ 
mature  death,  becaufe  a  father’s  door  was  fhut,  and  a 
mother’s  heart  hardened  againft  the  penitent  ;  be¬ 
caufe  her  native  refuge  was  no  refuge  to  the  mifera- 
ble  ?  She  returned  to  her  own,  but  her  own  received 
her  not.  Inftances,  however,  might  be  produced  of 
wifer  conduct,  and  happier  confequences  ;  of  mercy 
extended,  and  the  wanderer  reclaimed ;  of  human 
parents  working  together  with  “  the  Father  of  mer¬ 
cies,”  and  fucceeding,  in  rekindling  the  facred  flame 
of  virtue,  in  reftoring  peace  to  the  troubled  breaft,  in 
recovering  the  fallen,  to  reputation,  to  piety,  to  com¬ 
fort,  to  ufefulnefs.  So  long  as  God  waiteth  to  be 
gracious,”  finely  it  well  becomes  man  to  cc  put  on 
bov/els  of  mercies,  kindnefs,  meeknefs,  Ion g-fuife ring, 
forbearance,  forgivenefs,  and  charity,  which  is  the 
bond  of  perfeftnefs.” 

Thus  have  I  fmifhed  what  I  propofed,  in  attempting 
to  delineate  the  female  character,  by  inftances  taken 
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from  the  facred  record.  In.  thete,  and  in  the  c.ee  of 
every  virtuous  woman,  we  lee  the  great  Greater  s  de~ 
fign  fully  justified,  in  making  for  man  “  an  help-meet 
for  him.”  That  which  is  neceffary  cannot  be  defpif- 
ed  ;  that  which  is  ufeful  ought  to  be  valued  ;  that 
which  is  excellent  commands  refpeCt ;  that  which  is 
improveable  calls  for  cultivation.  Bad  men  only  re¬ 
vile  and  undervalue  the  other  fex  :  the  weak  and  ig¬ 
norant  idolize  and  worfhip  it.  1  he  man  of  fenfe  and 
virtue  confiders  woman  as  his  equal,  his  companion, 
his  friend,  and  treats  her  accordingly  ;  for  friendship 
excludes  equally  inveCtive  and  flattery.  In  the  edu¬ 
cation  and  treatment  of  females,  too  much  attention 
has,  perhaps,  been  paid  to  fex.  Wny  Should  they  be 
forever  reminded  that  they  are  females,  while  it  is 
of  fo  much  more  importance  to  imprefs  upon  their 
minds,  that  they  are  rsafonable  beings ,  endowed  with 
human  faculties,  faculties  capable  of  perverfion  or  of 
Improvement,  and  that  they  are  accountable  to  God 
for  them  ?  Wherefore  obStruCt  to  them  one  path  to 
ufeful  knowledge,  one  fource  of  rational  improvement, 
or  of  harmlefs  enjoyment  ?  If  they  are  defpifed  they 
will  become  defpicable.  Treated  eitner  as  flaves  or 
as  angels,  they  ceafe  to  be  companions.  Prize  them 
and  they  will  become  eftimable  ;  call  forth  their  in¬ 
tellectual  powers ;  and  the  empire  of  fcience  will  be 
extended  and  improved. 

And  let  them  learn  wherein  their  real  value,  im¬ 
portance,  and  refpectability  confiit.  Not  in  receiving 
homage,  but  in  meriting  approbation  ;  net  in  Shin¬ 
ing,  but  in  ufeful  employment ;  not  in  public  em¬ 
inence,  but  in  domeftic  dignity  ;  in  acquiring  and 
maintaining  influence,  not  by  pretenfion,  vehemence 
or  trick,  which  are  eafily  feen  through,  and  always 
fail,  but  by  good  temper,  perfcverance  in  well-doing, 
and  the  practice  of  unfeigned  piety. 
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